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1. Name of Property
historic name Fire Station #12

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 15 - 57th Street South NA| not for pubiication
city, town  Birmingham : [A ] vicinity
state Alabama code AL county Jefferson code 073 zip code 35212
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local (] district 1 _0 ___buildings
[:] public-State D site sites
[:] public-Federal D structure structures

D object objects

1 0 Total

Name of reiated muitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previousiy

Historic Fire Stations of Birmingham, Alabama, 1906-~1929 listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

Nationai Register of Historic r_P!aces and ts the pro ral and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the pr:&%@%ﬁs not

National Register criteria. :] See continuation sheet.
Signature of cenifying officiat~"

9-13-90
Alabama Historical Commission (State Historic Preservation Office)

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

— :
in my opinion, the property L meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
1, hereby, certify that this property is: E%Gra In thg

qe:]ntered in the National Register. ]{ i Z 7 Eatiozay Herdotes
See continuation sheet. <L { Mﬁym/ /G /4- J'/‘ <)
[ determined eligible for the National 4
Register. D See continuation sheet.
[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National Register.
[:] other, (explain:)

[

Z“Gﬁgﬂalure ot the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government /Fire House Government/Fire Station

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Stone

_Tudor Revival walls Brick
Stone

roof Slate
other Stucco

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Fire Station #12 was constructed c. 1926-1927 in the Tudor Revival style in
the suburban community of Woodlawn. The fire station is an L-shaped masonry building
with a two~story residential section with a high hipped roof with multiple dormers and
a one-story garage wing with a double gabled roof. Located at the intersection of the
two wings 1s a two~storied tower with a conical shaped roof. The main pedestrian
entrance is a small arched opening in the tower, while the double garage entrance 1is
located on the side elevation. There is a chimney covered with stucco with a stone

cap.

The tower features three original wood framed windows with staggered placement:
two show 2-over-2-over-2 panes; the other is a smaller 2-over-2 pane. There are sets
of four wood window frames on each story of the office section of the building, and
three single windows on the garage section of the building.

The Tudor Revival influences of the building include: - the asymmetrical
facade with a dominant tower; the polychromatic mixture of stone, brick and stucco;
extensive use of stone for the lintels, chimney cap, and door surround; the wide,
rounded garage openings highlighted by a thick band of stone; and the use of multiple

bands of windows.

INTERIOR:

The interior has plaster walls and ceilings, wood trim and arched entrances in
the second floor residential area, as well as the first floor garage. The original
fire pole remains. The garage has its original concrete flooring with brick walls and

columns, and an arched entrance.

INTEGRITY:

The building has retained its original integrity as an early twentieth- century
fire station. The building has retained its original wood window frames, original
garage doors, and original downspouts and drains. Interior modernization includes
¢.1920 linoleum flooring and dropped ceiling. The building remains in use as a fire

station.

D See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in refation to other properties:
D nationally (] statewide m locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ ]B [Xc [Jo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [Je

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Community Planning and Development c. 1926-1927 c. 1926-27
Architecture

Culturai Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

CRITERION C: ARCHITECTURE

Built in c. 1926-1927, Fire Station #12 is architecturally significant as the
best remaining fire station with Tudor Revival influences, and is one of the best
examples of the suburban stations built in the late 1920s. Built in the mid-to-late
twenties, it is a fine example of the station type constructed in Birmingham's
suburbs. It has a strong residential character prominent for this style of fire
stations, and is one of the finest works of architecture of all of the extant fire
stations in Birmingham. It is one of only two remaining stations appointed with
quarried stone; and is one of five adorned with tower. Unlike nearly all of the other
fire stations, it does not occupy a corner lot; rather, it sits next to an alley and
its garages have direct access onto 57th Street South while its primary facade sits
back from Woodlawn's primary thoroughfare, lst Avenue South.

CRITERION A: COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Fire Station #12 is locally significant as one of the best examples of Woodlawn's
community development which planned its commercial areas, public and governmental
structures, and residential enclaves as a cohesive unit. Built during the same period
of much of Woodlawn's commercial and residential development, it remains important as
part of the area's growth as a municipality. It is only a few blocks from Woodlawn
City Hall which also fronts lst Avenue South and is situated just off the main
commercial strip of lst Avenue (Woodlawn City Hall NRHP 6-30-88).

DSee continuation sheet




9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

@See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested DState historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the Nationai Register DOther State agency
[-__]previously determined eligible by the National Register DFederal agency
[ ]designated a National Historic Landmark [ILocal government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings [: University
Survey # {_lother
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Pecord #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1/3 acre

UTM References

A 1,6 [5/2,3/2,0.0 3,7/1,1i18 0 -3 I I O VO SR B B B BN
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clo ) L byt ! o1 N N N N EN AR T B MO A AN

[_]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

23-321-018-005-000
Lot 1 Woodlawn Municipal Services Park, Birmingham, Alabama

:] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city lot that has historically been associated with the
property.

] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/tltle&mﬂaﬁmﬂmwwwm
organization¥ive Points South Apartment Tmprovement Progrimate May 22, 199Q

street & number 1407 ~ 16th Avenue South telephone __205 939-0470
city or town Birmingham state __Alabama zip code _3520Q05
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Atkins, Leah. Valley in the Hills.

Birmingham City Directories.

Birmingham Fire Department Annual Report.

Birmingham Fire Department Scrap Books 1916-1917. City of Birmingham Public Library
Archives.

Birmingham Post Herald.

Brownell, Blaine. The Urban Zthos in the South. 1920-~1920. Louisiana State
University Press. 1975.

Burkhardt, Ann. Town Within a City: The Five Poiats South Neighborhood. 1880-1932.
Birmingham Historical Society. 1982.

Fogelsong, Richard E. Planning the Capitalist Cltv. Princeton University Press.

1986.

Interview with Captain Vildeville, Birmingham Fire Department. January 1990.

Larsen, Lawrence H. The Rise of the Urban South. University Press of Kentucky.
1985.

Manning, Warren H. The City Plan of Birmingham. Published by Subscription.
Birmingham, AL. 1919

Satterfield, Carolyn. Historic Sites of Jefferson County. Jefferson County
Historical Commission. 1979.

Southside~Highlands Report. 3Biraingham Historical Society. 1981.

The Birmingham Age-Herald.

The Birmingham News.

White, Marjorie Longenecker. The Birmingham District: An Industrial History and
Guide. Birmingham Historical Society. 1981.




NP8 Form 10-000-a
(o-00)

United States Department of the Interlor

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Fire Station #12
Section number Fhotos  Page _1__

OMB Approvel No. 1084-0018

1. Fire Station #12

Birmingham, Alabama

Pamela King

3/90

Birmingham-Pamela King

View of front facade facing SE.
#1

2. Fire station #12

Birmingham, Alabama
Pamela King

3/90

Birmingham-Pamela King
View of garages facing NE.
#2

Fire Staion #12

Birmingham, Alabama

Pamela King

3/90

Birmingham-Pamela King

View of residential area, fire pole, facing SE.
#3.

Fire Station #12

Birmingham, Alabama

Pamela King

3/90

Birmingham-Pamela King

View of interior garage facing SE.
#4.
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