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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This handsome brick Victorian house, built around 1850, consists of a full 
basement and two stories, in addition to an attic space. The basement 
was excavated to just a shallow depth and therefore required front entrance 
steps of limestone to be incorporated into the architectural design. The 
exterior walls are brick with brick quoins that emphasize the corners and 
limestone belt courses that indicate the first and second floor levels. The 
large, overhanging Italianate style roof cornice is supported by large, 
graceful, paired brackets which help to conceal the shallow sloped roof. 
Cast iron attic air vents are well incorporated into the cornice design. 
The tall, floor -to-ceiling windows in the front facade are embellished 
above the brick head arches with ornate, bracketed hoods or pediments. 
This design is repeated above the main entrance door and thus unifies the 
design with its consistency. The house is located on the north side of an 
east-west street, and faces south. The land slopes away to the north and 
exposes slightly more of the basement walls on the north side. The 
exterior brick walls have been painted; however the original architectural 
character has been retained. The building, at present, is in a state of 
good repair and functions well with its adaptive use as law offices. The 
interiors, with the handsome open stair, have not been altered significant! 
and they still retain their charm and flavor with their high ceilings and 
ornate wood trim.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built circa 1850, by a prominent citizen of early Memphis, Sterling 
Fowlkes, this house remained in possession of the Boyle family from 1873 
to 1920. A prominent former owner was Charles Wesley Goyer (the Goyer-Lee 
House at 690 Adams was measured and photographed by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey in 1972 and is on the National Register).

This house was in the center of much civic, social and business activity 
in Memphis from the mid-1800's to well into the 20th century.

The notable Magevney House, is also on the National Register, only two 
doors to the west of the building, and is the oldest house still standing 
in this city. Adams Avenue for many years was the elite street on 
which to live and often referred to as "Bankers Row."

The Fowlkes-Boyle house possesses great architectural significance because 
of its distinctive characteristics which reflect the Victorian period. 
Once one of many such homes in the area, it now remains as one of only a 
very few fine Victorian structures in an area that is now commercialized. 
Its preservation is essential if any reminder of this era is to remain. 
The building could possibly be threatened by future development of the 
area, as a proposed criminal Court and Justice Complex is under considera 
tion for a large area, which would possibly include this building.

An excellent adaptive use has been made of the building as offices by the 
attorneys who own it. They are very much interested in its preservation, 
as its excellent condition will attest.
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National Register.
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