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294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. ' 

3000 62 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black S white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

JI 

L-Town Spri n g f i e Ld 

^ - A d d r e s s 345-349 Worthington S t . 

t L ^ H i s t o r i c Name Hibern ian Block fo 5"/V|/? A )̂ 

I . • ^ . 
I flriginal Owner Ancient Order of Hibernians 

I 
Use: Present fraternal, commerciial 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location i n relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Recorded byp^^^ Clark, ed. Candace Jenkins 

Original fraternal, commercial 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date iQin 

Source SDR i-?-in^ P in 

S t y l e Clas.^iral Rpwiwal 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

Exterior wall fabric  

Outbuildings none 

b r i r.k 

Major alterations (with dates) 

addition of fourth story mid-

20th C. 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage one acre or less 

Setting urban context; set among similarly 

Organization Sprinqfield Historical Commission scaled commercial and industrial building 

Date February 14, 1979 

UIM References: 18/699220/4664140 
Springfield South Quadrangle , ' 
Assessors' Map #313 (Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and ^ 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community.) 

The Hibernia Block is a rather atypical expression of the early twentieth century 
Classical Revival style in Springfield. Like several other examples of the period, 
i t employs a t r i - p a r t i t e composition with large vertical window expanses. Unlike 
other buildings, these expanses are divided by brick piers rather than classical 
columns of the giant order. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Hibernian Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials 
and workmanship. Built by the Ancient Order of Hibernians in 1910, as an 
assembly h a l l , i t has housed a succession of ethnic meeting places since. As such, 
i t stands as a key building with associations to Springfield's important ethnic 
groups. I t meets criteri a A of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians built this block and used the third floor as an 
assembly ha l l ; the remainder! was rented as rented r e t a i l space. The AOH was 
organized into four lodges at the time this building was completed in 1910, 
two of which used this hall as headquarters. The Melha Temple Shrine was located 
here from 1924 un t i l 1962. The hall next served the Lebanese American Club, and 
then in 1978 the Hispanic Social Club. 

The Springfield chapter of the Ancient Order of Hibernians was organized in 1882 
with approximately 100 members. Its f i r s t president was Thomas E. King and 
headquarters were i n i t i a l l y located in the First National Bank Building. 

The Hibernians were one in a multitude of fraternal and social organizations 
formed in the LatelSOO's . Other groups included the Free Masons, Odd Fellows, 
Knights of Pythias: and Grand Army of the Republic, to name a few. Formation 
of the Hibernian Order reflected the pattern of Irish immigrants who had 
settled in Springfield and sought to maiintain ties among their community. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date, and publisher) 
Springfield Daily Republican, January 2, 1910; p. 10 
Springfield Union, November 8, 1962 
Springfield Street Directories 
King, Moses, King's Guidebook of Springfield, 1884, p. 277. 

lOM - 7/82 



HATIOHAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

itiHarf states 
National Parti Sarrtea 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Hibernian Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
nomination by psrson or local government 
owner objection 
appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request ^ appeal NR decision 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Dum- / ^ ^ / ^ A - ^ - / • z - Z z ^ y / ' ^ 

Action: ACCEPT 7. ^— 
_LsrRETU R Hl}y2^J=r 

R E J E C T 
Federal Agency: 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

turned for: . ^ t e c h n i c a l correct! •Nomination re ons cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

. anftnmi tm 

(•ka 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

a>— ml mm<mt 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-applicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checiced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

>^0. O e o g r a p h i c a l Da ta 

/ZAz...^ /k.^-.-^ y/^0 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

ml M* mmtn mm MM I* 
ii munt toct 

13. Othar 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed ( A A A l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ natP / - ^ / ^ ^ / ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

Uni ted S ta tes Depar tmen t of t he In te r io r ^ 
National Park Service For HPS usa only 

Nat iona l Reg is ter off H is to r i c P laces ^^'^^ 
Inven to ry—Nomina t ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page '^'^iA 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ingf i e ld M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review _ Date/Signature 

-31. Hibernian Block 

Attest 

uaie/signature 

Enterea Th tSe ] 
^2. Mcintosh Building National Eeglater 'jKeeper /pdlAy-^-'-^^/A^<<^ ^^7AA> 

Attest 
Entered In fSm 

^33. Willy's'overland Block National Eeglster -/jTeeper /p^AM^^^^/^-^^^^ A-yA^ 

Attest 
Bntere?[ Tn fEe 

^4, Haynes^Hotel Waters Hational Eeglater. ^epex ZZZAA'^^.^^y^'^^c^ V^AAA 

Attest 

^5. Springfield District 5lJ^t_¥J±i2fl_ aeyls« Keeper jjiifc^ y l ^ A ^ J AT^/T, 

Count / ' 
Attest 

Enterea In tEe mterea xn xne . ^ 
"^6. Walker Building National Register fiteeper ^,yy\juy-'r-''^-^^^y-yL.^ v'-A/^^ 

Attest 

Enterea \R i /i yg / / 
•37. United E lec t r i c Company National Register f i t eepe r ,-;><,t<-A-^^-^^/:>^p<^.t^ y i ^ f J 

BuiMing 
Attest 

^ . Radding Building S l " L l e ! 5 t , r „ ^ A A ^ ^ ^ Vwh 

Attest 

,59. Spr ingf i e ld F i re & Marine . ^ ^ f l ^ ^ ^ ^ l W l S / l ^ e r X ^ - ^ A ^ y - ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^AWAf^^ 
Insurance Company ^ -

Attest 
y 
"lo. Guenther & Handel's Block^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^.^ Keeper 'A-'~yA-)\yl!2/z.yff 

Attest 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

)Mad Stataa 
tiatial Paft Sarhca 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H t 

Hibernian Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Haapden County 

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. 
A2'1AZ9  

^Ar3 
ACCEPT. 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local governmant 
ownar object ion 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: _ sample request 

Fad . Reg. Data 
D a t a Oua: 
Action: 'CZ 

Enterea In the RETURN 
National Register R E J E C T 

Federal Agancy: 

." appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Diacipllna 
Data 

aea continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for; . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2. Location 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
Clar i ty 
epp l i cab io c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
ra lat ionship of i n teg r i t y 

to signi f icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
othar 

9 . Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
I ml M * > r « n ' . | 1 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35 








