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ARCH TECTURAL ST QN FH CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and n
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within conmunity.)

The Hibernia Block i sarather atypical expression of theearly twentieth century
Classical Revival style inSpringfield Like several other exanples of the period,
it enploys atri-partite conposition with large vertical w ndow expanses. Unlike
other buildings, these expanses are divided by brick piers rather than classical

col ums of thegiant order.

HSTARCAL SSANFICANCE (Explaintherole owers played i nlocal or state
history and howthebuilding relates t othedevel opnent of t he conmmunity.)

The Hibernian Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship. Built by theAncient Oder of Hbernians i n1910, as an

assenbly hall, i t has housed a succession of ethnic meeting places since. As such,
it stands as a key building with associations to Springfield s inportant ethnic
groups. |t meets criteria Aof theNational Register of Historic Places.

The Ancient Order of Hibernians built this block andused thethird floor as an
assenbly hall; theremainder! was rented as rented retail space. The AHwas
organized into four lodges at thetime this building was conpleted i n 1910,

two of which used this hall as headquarters. The Melha Tenpl e Shrine was | ocated
here from 1924 until 1962. The hall next served the Lebanese Anerican C ub, and
then i n 1978t he H spanic Social d ub.

The Springfield chapter of theAncient Qder of H bernians was organized i n 1882
with approxi mtely 100 nenbers. |Itsfirst president was Thonas E King and
headquarters were initially located i ntheFirst National Bank Building.

The Hibernians were onein anultitude of fraternal and social organizations
formed i nthelatelSOOs . Qher groups included the Free Masons, Qid Fel | ows,
Kni ghts of Pythias: and Gand Arny of t heRepublic, tonane a few  Formation
of theHbernian Oder reflected thepattern of Irish imigrants who had
settled i nSpringfield and sought tonmaiintain ties among their conmunity.

BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)
Springfield Daily Republican, January 2, 1910; p. 10
Springfield Union, Novenber 8, 1962
Springfield Street Directories
King, Mbses, King's Quidebook of Springfield, 1884, p. 277.
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