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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IFKNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Daom Mill is bounded on the north and west by the Assabet River and on the south
by Man Street (Route 62). Pond Lane which was part of the original road from Concord
to Lancaster separates one free standing building from the rest of the mill conplex

on the east. The property includes the adjacent river bed and diversionary dan as
well as the spillway that formerly diverted water through the power candl running
parallel to Pond Lane and under the main structure.

The mill itself consists of two structures. The main complex is formed of eight
attached sections ranging in height from one to six stories. Another three story
building stands to the east of Pond Lane. Al construction is of exterior brick
bearing walls with interior tinber framing. The foundations are granite with a
granite water table. Fenestration which originally consisted mainly of doiable hung
12/12 sash is severely deteriorated and in many cases openings are boarded or bricked
in. Roofing material is currently asphalt shingle.

Building #3 forms the core of the main conplex. |1t was originally four stories in
height and consisted of a main block with a gabled roof and monitor and a two bay
cross-axial pavillion at its westem end. A second cross-axial pa-villion with a
gable masking the monitor stood on hi ~ ground at the eastem end. The roof was
later raised and two stories added to the main block and westem end, and one
story added to the eastem end. The building is Italianate in style with design
elements consisting of stitled segmental arched window openings, quoined comers and
a projecting bracketted roofline. Building # which stands to the north is five
stories in height and identical in design to #3. Building #1 continues with
similar design elements and although it is only four stories it is dixDS as tall
as numbas 2 and 3. A round 80" chimney which replaced the original rectangular
one rises between buildings #1 and E. Building E is a one story additionwith a
corbelled comice and large round arched window and door openings. Building #4 is
a small two story structure with a low-pitched gable roof attached to the south-
eastem comer of #3. Its comers are quoined and window openings are segmentally
arched with the exception of a triple round arched window in the south elevation.
Building #5, attached to the westem elevation of #3, is also two stories in height
and was | i t by wide segmentally arched window openings now boarded in. Buildings
#6 and #7 are both 3 stories in height and are attached to the northem elevation
of #3 behind #2. Like the other major structures they have quoined comers and
segmentally arched openings. Building #C which stands alone on the east side of
Pond Lane is three stories in height and a 40' by 80" rectangle in plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Danon f4ill i n Goncord was owned and operated by Edward Danon, a nan prom nent
in social andcivic aswell asindustrial affairs. |t stands onasite whichhas
been associated with Goncord s industrial devel opment since the seventeenth century.

Abogiron works operated i nthe area c. 1660, succeeded by grist and sawm|lsi n
the eighteenth century. John Brown purchased the site in 1808to build a cotton
mll., Thiswas atumng point fromamll site serving the surrounding agricultural
needs to am |l site serving the local citizenry. |t was the real beginningof

the site's devel opnent as a center of local industry andof the |ocal econony.

By the md-nineteenth century Edward Canon owned the site and had constructed a
wood frame m || to produce wool. IVhen this conplex bumed i n 1862 Danon engaged
El bri dge Boyden, a Wrcester architect of national re[)ute, to design anew brick
mll. Qe of Boyden's better known Massachusetts buil dingsis the Mechanics Hall
(National Register) i nWrcester. Boyden's design was for a handsone |talianate
structure enriched by quoined coners, stiltedsegnental arched w ndows and
bracketted com ce |Ines.

Although the mi || has been expanded, i t retains nany of its inportant original
features. Them || has recently been purchased by the Mi || Square Partnership whose
principals include a great grandson of Edward Danon. After being used as a

war ehouse and then |yi n? vacant for sixyears, theml| will be rehabilitated

for multi-comrercial, office andlight industrial use.
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Between 1809 and 1833 anearly cotton m || was built and devel oped by John Brown

on the site of a seventeenth centurK iron works and eighteenth century grist and
fulling mils. By 1820, it had eight carding machines, eight draw ngs, three rope
cans, ten franes (48 SPI ndl es?]! one mul e, one hundred eighty spindles, onetwsting
Jenny fifty-two spindles. This produced cotton yam (replacing flax) to be woven
on local hand [oons. Enploynent i n 1820 was six nen, two wonen and twenty children.
By 1824 machinery included four [oons, onefor satinett which neant that the weaving
process had noved into themill. Cher machinery included one knapi ng nachi ne, one
teazel i ng machi ne and one shearing nachine. By 1830 nachi nery grewto twenty | oons
and forty peopl e enployed.

In 1834 Cal vin Canon purchased the cotton mi || and nade inprovenents such as raising
the damheight for nore water power, lining the eroding tail racewith granite

bl ocks and installing anore efficient water wheel. Danon'swife's uncle, Janes
Johnson of Johnson, Sewal| 5 ., had backed Canon' s purchase of themi || and insisted
that he produce the highly conpetitive satinet. Therelatively small m |l could not
conpete 1 n price however, and Canon began t o experinment with other cloths. According
to several sources, Calvin Danon invented "donet" cloth by using the satinet

nachinery with a cotton warp and wool filling. The newcloth brou"_tcg)roperty.and
expansi on t o Danon and Véstvale as it was both [ight and warmand di d not shrink
as di d 100%wool fabrics. It becane theuiivsrsal substitute for |insey-wool sey,

originally of hone manufacture, for undergarnments. Donet flannel soon becane an
Arerican staple. Accordingto Bagnall's Contributions to Arerican Economc History
Calvin Danon first used theterm™donet” i nhisjournal of January 15, 1836.

By 1837the m || had four sets of machinery with 640 spindl es and consuned 30, 000
pounds of cotton per year. |n 1854 Calvin Danon di ed and Edward Dy non continued t he
manuf acture of donets until them |l buned in1862. At that time E bri dge Boyden

was engaged t o designthe nain portion of the present mll (Sections 3 and 2).

Edward continued with donets until 1864 when i npartnership with acousin, Hnry Smth,
Canon 8§ Smth [argely expanded production and diversified toall wool and shaker
flannels with eight sets cards and 1,260 cotton year spindles. To neet the needs

of expanded production they constructed a newbuilding (section c) for thewarehousing
and sorting of wool in 1864 andthe followi ng year they added a front wing (section#4)
to house a counting roomandoffice. Smth's nemoirs report the expansion clearly:

The goods manuf act ured, which had hitherto
been of only one grade, i ntwo widths, thirty inches
and 4/4, and stanped
Canon' s Origi nal Donett.

Johnson, Sewall *Co.
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were nowgreatly diversified. Various nunbers of cotton “r "“fn:' /

yam fromNo. 10to No. 36 were nade for the warps,

and several different qualities of wool for filling were

used, with a great variety of mxtures of cotton and wool

for both warps andfilling for Shaker Flannels. Sone fine .

all -wool flannels were al so nade. The goods were very \
popular with the trade and coul d be found i n every part
of the country. They were frequently copied by ot her
manufacturers by naking the sane style of head ends,
and conpetition was very keen. Inorder that the
operatives mght obtaintheir groceriesand supplies
nore conveni ently and cheaply than they coul d by .
dependi ng solely onthe teans of Tuttles, Jones §

V¢t herbee comng to the village twoor three times a

week, abuilding was erected for a store and stocked with

the best quality of goods, which were sold at a profit

barely sufficient tocover the running expenses. Al |

this was rendered necessary on account of the |arger nunier

of persons enpl oyed.

In 1876 as the mi || continued to expand and diversify, the firmof Canon and Smth
was replaced by that of Canon and Alny. Then in 1830, Edward Danon and his son

Ral ph purchased the controling interest and reorgani zed as the Canon Manufact uring
Q. At that tine arear addition (section #1) was constructed wi th a newchi rmey
primarily to house two |arge coal boilers. Them |l was powered by water wheel s of
125 h.p. and a steamengine of 175h.p.  The property consisted of 20 acres and
included 40 tenenents. At full capacity it enployed 175people. Duri n? the 1880 s
the conloany was producing all wool dress goods, shaker and donett flannels, cotton
and wool yans. Machinery consisted of 124 | oons, 11 sets of cards, 3000 spi ndl es,
20 cotton cards and 1,432 cotton spindles, 2hoilers and 2water ;*eels. |Inthe
1890' s the conpany began toflounder due to general economc depression and its
relatively small size. |n Decenter of 1898, [Canonwote to the f*iddl esex Institution
for Savings pleading with themnot t oforeclose on his nortgage but was apparent|y
unsuccessful asthe m |l closed shortly thereafter.

In 1906 the American Wrsted . incorporated the Strathnore Wrsted MI1s t otake

over the Canon Mi || which had been idle since 1898. They produced fancy wor st eds

and serges with 100 broad and 3 narrow [ oons. The m || was powered by 2 boilersand

one water-vheel. Shortly thereafter, c. 1910, asinglestory rear addition (section

B was constructed to house a steamturbine. Strathnore ran the plant until 1922;

enpl oynent figures vriich sank from 350 people in 1909 t o 180 people i n 1922

indi cate that the conpany sl owly went out of business. Them || was vacant for a

period, then operated as anapple cold storage plant between 1930 and 1973. | t

was again vacant until 1977 when i t was purchased by the M || Square Partnership for reuse.
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PAUL QUZZI

Cct ober 4, 1978

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

National Register

QAHP, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washi ngton, DC

Dear M. Herrington,

Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation forns:
Concord: The Danon Mi |l |

Duxbury: The John Al den House

Met huen: Serlo Organ Hall
Andover: Shawsheen Village Historic District

Al'l' have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boul ding
Survey Director



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Mmini m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts

HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
April 30, 1971

Bruce McDougal 1

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Office of Archeology andHistoric Places
Department of the Interior

440 GStreet, NW

Véshington, DC 20243

Dear Bruce:

Encl osed i s the nomnation for the Danon M || i n Goncord which we
are resubmtting with additional material onits industrial history.
& woul d appreciate a decision nn firj"s as soon as possjhlr brr~mr
as you know the developer is very anxious t otake advantage of the
tax act provisions. dve ne acall ifyou have any questions.

Sincerely,

Candacé& "Jenki ns _
Nati onal Regi ster Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

Clts
encl osure

g
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STATE MASSAGHDEETTS
Dat e Entered 25 0j'7

Neune Location

Canon M | | Concord
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Also Notified f

Honor abl e Paul G Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State HistoricPreservation Officer
Honor abl e Janes M Shannon Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owskl
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 \VMéshi ngt on St r eet
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 5/ 29/ 79
For further information, please call tJie National Register at (202)343-6401.






