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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located 5.7 miles west of Uravan, Colorado, on Highway 141,

the Hanging Flume is a three-sided, wooden structure attached

to the walls of the Dolores and San Miguel Canyons. It is located
150 to 400 feet above the Dolores and San Miguel Rivers. The
Flume is six feet wide, four feet deep, and is supported by brack-
ets anchored to the canyon walls by iron pins, 1% inches in
diameter, driven by hand eighteen inches into sandstone. The
structure is six miles long (?) and originally ran from the
terminus of a diversion ditch (not included in the nomination) to
a point several miles from the Lone Tree Placer Mine. Today, the

« Flume is in deteriorated condition as a few section have collapsed

and fallen into the river, but the basic integrity of the
structure remains intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Erected in 1889 and 1890 to bring water to the Lone Tree Placer
Mine, the Hanging Flume represents a notable engineering achieve-
ment associated with the development of Colorado's mining industry

during the late nineteenth century.

The Flume embodies the dis-

tinctive characteristics of a type of structure often essential in

placering and is one of few such structures remaining from that
Future study of the Flume may reveal additional information

era.

about bygone techniques of mining and engineering.

Like most such structures the Hanging Flume had a brief career.

In the late 1880's the owners of the Lone Tree Placer Mine found

they could not obtain adequate supplies of water essential in

placering because the mineral-bearing ground lay above the

Dolores River.

Thus someone--perhaps an owner, employee, or

engineer--conceived the idea of suspending a flume from the walls

of Dolores and San Miguel Canyons.

The proponents of the concept

then planned a six-mile-long structure which they thought could be

. build for $75,000.

Construction began in 1889.
erected rock shelter huts in the river valley tc house workmen,

The builders

had iron pins made at a local blacksmith shop, and floated pine

timbers down the Dolores

River to the construction area.

The

builders also laid out a service road along the canyon rim, used
a derrick to hoist heavy materials up the sheer walls, and

employed bosun's chairs suspended on lines from the canyon rim
to hoist workers to precarious construction areas.

a host of difficulties, the builders completed the Flume in
1890 at a cost of $173,000, more than double the original estimate.
Despite this achievement the Flume operated for only a brief time

owing in part to the economic depression which befell the

United States during the 1890's.

abandoned about 1900.

The structure was finally

Surmounting
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