


6. Function or Use Mount Pleasant Historic District, Boston, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling Domestic/single dwelling
Domestic/multiple dwelling Domestic/multiple dwelling
Religion/church-related residence Religion/church-related residence

7. Description

Architectural Ciassification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Stone— granite

Multiple - see data sheet walls weatherboard
brick
roof asphalt, stone-slate
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Mount Pleasant Historic District, located in the central Roxbury
neighborhood of Boston, is chiefly characterized by its continued history as a
residential neighborhood, notable for its mid-to-late 19th-century building
types. Particularly significant are the numerous vernacular examples of the
Greek Revival style. The district contains 99 contributing buildings,
including single-family houses, double houses, row housing, apartment blocks,
two-family houses and triple deckers built during the period of significance,
1833-1925. Three of the nineteen non-contributing buildings are ca. 1970s
apartment units. One though, a house apparently built ca. 1920, retains
little of its original appearance. The other fifteen non-contributing
buildings are wood frame or concrete block garages built ca. 1930 or later.
Twenty vacant lots are located within the district. Mount Pleasant is
differentiated from other sections of Roxbury and the city by its
concentration of mid-nineteenth century house types which are generally
well-maintained. Alterations consist chiefly of the later application of
asphalt, vinyl, or alumninum siding. A small number of buildings within the
district are unoccupied.

The early buildings in the District are wood-frame, detached dwellings, set
back from tree-lined streets and landscaped front yards, while late nineteenth
century apartment buildings occupy almost the entire square footage of their
lots.

Reflecting the District's initial period of development are a number of
well-preserved wood frame Greek Revival style residences, both single and
double house types.

Number 36-38 Forest St. (ca. 1835) is a distinctive double house with a large,
broad, front-facing gable. Its six-bay facade features corner pilasters and a
plain, broad frieze, while the paired central entrances have simple frames
with sidelights and transoms.

Located at 99-101 Mt. Pleasant Ave. (1838-1839) is a fine Greek Revival double
house, with one-story porch across the facade. The porch has five Doric
columns. Within the porch the facade is covered with matchboarding, rather
than the clapboarding of the rest of the house. The paired center entrances
have sidelights but not transoms. There are rather thin pilasters at the
corners of the building, and a broad frieze at the eaves.

[X] See continuation sheet



NP8Fam10«I»«

United States Department of tiie Interior
National Parl Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Mount Pl easant Historic District
Section number Page Boston, Massachusetts

Well-preserved, 53 Forest St. (ca. 1844) is a handsomely detailed Greek
Revival house of two stories with panelled pilasters across the facade and at
the rear corners. A broad frieze encircles the building and forms a pediment
of the front-facing gable. The entrance has transom and sidelights and a
separate enframement of panelled pilasters and entablature, applied over the
giant pilasters. The first-floor windows are very tall; the front windows
have triangular caps suggesting pediments.

The Levi Wd Iis House, 102 Mt. Pleasant Ave., (ca. 1843-1847), is a Greek
Revival. side-hall cottage with four pilasters across the facade, forming an
impressive temple-type front. There are also pilasters at the rear corners
and a broad frieze across both front and sides. The front windows have low,
projecting triangular caps. The off-center entry is recessed with its own
classical enframement of pilasters and entablature.

The simple Greek Revival house at 81 Mt. Pleasant Ave. (1844) has corner

pilasters, a wide, plain entablature which forms a pediment of the gable end,

and matchboarding within the pediment. A one-story porch with fluted Doric

columns shelters the front and southeast side of the house. The plain

felntranclze isI wide, with double doors. The tall first story windows reach to
oor-level.

85 Mt. Pleasant Ave., (1844) like its neighbor at #81, has a 2 1/2 story,
three-bay, side-hall form with a one-story Doric porch across the front and
left (southeast) side. There is matchboarding on the front wall under the
porch roof; the rest of the walls are clapboarded, except for the tympanum of
the pediment, where asphalt shingles hide the original wooden wall surface.
The porch has lonic wreaths on the frieze above each front column. The
decoration of the frame around the front door is probably not part of the
original construction. The site features an early retaining wall of
rough-split granite, with hammered granite posts at the corners and flanking
the front walk, and a cast iron fence atop the wall.

Difficult to categorize in stylistic terms is 106 Mt. Pleasant Ave. (ca.
1846), a small frame double house with paired entrances in the projecting
central pavillion. Above each door is a small, round-headed window.
Projecting eaves display rafter ends. The house appears to have undergone
m%Qerate alteration to the porch and through the addition of asphalt shingle
siding.

A second distinct phase of development for Mount Pleasant is seen in two
Gothic Revival residences. Set back quite far from the street (about 75 feet)
for this neighborhood, 105 Mt. Pleasant Ave. (ca. 1847-1848) is a one and a
half story Gothic Revival cottage with steeply pitched side gable and steeper
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facade gable over its central entrance. A one story porch wth square posts
extends "across the facade, sheltering entry and pol ygonal bey wndows to
elt?er side of the door. S ding has been applied over the original wall
surf ace.

The house on Forest P ace (ca. 1860) features steep pitchesto its gable roof
forns, decorated bargeboard, ad a RI’O] ecting central twp story porch wth
square posts supporting a Tudor arch. This portion i s enclosed at the second
story wth lancet arch drip nolding above the wndow Its original exterior
surface i s mow sided. -

Italianate dwellings were constructed inthe 1850s and 1860s on Murt
Peasant. Ner 6 Fairland St. (ca. 1850) istw stories inheight, an L- J
plan house wth bracket ed ﬁij ecting eaves ad hipped roof of low pitch. A
one-.stor){] porch shelters the nain entrance, and wndowenbel | ishnents incl ude
cpanl ce heads. The original wood frane siding i s mow covered wth vinyl

si di ng.

68 Forest St. (ca. 1855) isatwo-story |talianate doubl e house wth paired
arched doorways under a sinple bracketed hood. Pol ygonal wndovs flank
the entrances. @ the second story all four wndows are fully enfraned wth
flat, bracketed hoods. The eaves have consi derabl e overhang, supported on

Si rrple brackets, and have returns on the side walls. T dorners project from
the front slope of the roof, ad an ell extends fromthe center rear wall of
the building. Asphalt siding has been applied. : :

A small si n%le dwel ling, 12 Forest St. (1855) retains its clapboard siding and
is asnall three bay by one bay Italianate house wth enfraned w ndows,

quoi ns Pro; ecting eaves, bay wndons, and sinple paired brackets. Located on
a srral] of, its orientation i sunusual wth the central entry on the side
elevation rather than tovard the street. VMdowsurrounds feature lintel

bl ocks and flat hoods.

Nnber 54 Forest (ca. 1860-70) ad 48 axd 60 Forest &. (ca 1853) are simlar
snal| side-hall plan houses wth Italianate ornanentation. Al have decorated
hoods over their front entrances, front-faci ng gable roofs wth projecting
eaves, paired brackets, and returns, and w wth sinple, flat hoods.
Nnbers 58 and 60 are three bays wde. Nnber 54 i sonly tw bays wde, but
has a front bay wndowon the first floor that the other two |ack. The
brackets, door hood, and other decorative featuresof this slightly later 4
house are nore ornate than the corresponding features of the earlier pair.
Smlar infomad date i s32 Forest, also built ca. 1853.
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St well back fromthe street, 110 M. P easant Ave. (ca. 1865) is asnal
cl apboarded house of two and a half stories in height wth a side-hall type
plan ad facade ?able roof having eave returns. A"polygonal bay wndow
projects beside the entrance.

The 1860s favor for Second Enpire design i s exhibited by 128 ad 130 M.

M easant, tw buildings of simlar character: nansard-roofed, side hall frane
towhouses, long and narrowin form N. 130 (ca 1865) is sonewat wder ad
consi derabl'y grander than nunber 128 (ca. 1872), wth its three bays across
the front, T1ncluding a projectingentrance bay which continues g) Intothe
nansard, where the lttle has dorners on all three sides. I gi nally{]atshe
first story of the entrance was probably open, as a porch. M. 128 a
first story bay wndow porch wth decorative brackets, and paired
brackets at the eaves. 130 has a sinpler dentil cornice, but noch nare

el aborate dorners. The slate roofs feature fishscale patterns. Both houses
have tiny front yards and nunlber 130 retains its handsone fence of iron rods.

Qontinuing these architectural elenents isll-11A Forest &. (ca. 1880), a

bl ocky doubl e house of twp stories plus nansard, four bays wde ax tvo deep,
wthanell at the rear. The tw entrances are centered on the front under a
flat hood supported hy large, ornate brackets. wndons flank the
entrances and add variety to the sidewalls as well. There are small paired
brackets at the eaves and decorated dorners in both the fronts ad sides of
the nansard roof. The front central dorner isdi stlarr;?w shed by a segnental,
rather than triangular (as the other dorners) roof pai red,” round-headed
W ndove.

M a promnent corner |ocation, 2 Fairland/97 M. Peasant Ave. (ca. 1880) i s
a frane doubl e house wth three naj or facades -- one wthout entrances facing
M. Peasant Are., ad tw natching entrance facades, arranged back-to-back.
No. 2 Fairland faces that street, while 97 M. P easant Ae. isentered on the
OPP.OSI.te side of the building, perpendicular to M. Measant Ae. The nost
striking features of the house are the broad bracketed eaves and the | arge
val | % les centered on the three principal facades. Together they are

t remniscent of a Swss chalet, ore of the nore uncaman alternatives
anang md-nineteenth century eclectic architecture.

The considerable alteration incharacter of Mut P easant during the |ast
three decades of the nineteenth century isrevealed inthe nuneous buildings
renai ning fromthat period.

The unusual red brick ronouse block at 23-20 M. M easant Ave. (ca. 1870) i s
3 U2 stories in helﬁgt, probably built as four units. Its busy facade has
projecting boms at the ends topped wth conical roofs, and projecting
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and a broad wall gable. The gables are linked by a low, parapet-like wall
that provides extra height to the attic story. The high, truncated hip roof
is covered with slate.

The blocky mass of the house is ornamented with elaborate brownstone,
terra-cotta, and brickwork trim. Brownstone elements include the arches of
the deep porch and the balustrade atop it, sills and lintels of the first
floor windows, various belt and stringcourses, the cornice, and the coping at
the eaves. Terra-cotta plaques appear between the floor on the bay window and
in an arch above one side window. The notable brickwork includes
baluster-motifs on a parapet above the porch and panelled pilasters below that
parapet.

Most construction in the area in the last three decades of the 19th century
involved multiple-dwelling unit buildings, either in the form of the apartment
hotels of the 1870s (e.g.. Hotel Vine, Mount Pleasant, and Florence) or blocks
of flats in the 1890s. The only other mansion-like houses suggested on the
maps and atlases were built early in the development of Mount Pleasant and so
were 40 to 50 years old when Thomas Ray built this house.

The only Shingle Style houses (ca. 1880) in the district are 56 Mt. Pleasant
Ave. and the double house at 74,76 Mt. Pleasant Ave., both of which feature
prominent, broad gables facing the street.

Five red brick row houses with flat roofs are found at 64, 66, 68, 70, 72
Forest St. (ca. 1890). Each features a bow-front, rock-faced stone sills and
lintels, and simple, recessed, segmental-arched entryways. The corbelled
cornice is topped by a panelled brick parapet. Numbers 64-66 and 68-70 are
paired, with entrances centered for the pairs at side by side bays. Number 72
has its entrance at the left and bow at the right. Each unit has a rear ell.
Their condition is fair to poor, with 3 units vacant and boarded.

35-39 Vine St. (1896) is a three-story, nine-unit apartment block with
separate entrances for each stack of three horizontal apartments. The
asymmetrical but balanced facade is of yellow brick with limestone trim and
has a rectangular bow window at the center, flanked by two arched entrances
left and one right. At either side of the facade there is a curved element —
a semicircular bow at the left and a bolder, corner pavilion at right, which
curves around the corner. The right pavilion is topped with a conical roof;
the left bow mimicks this with a half-cone, applied against a freestanding,
gable-like parapet. The bows and bays have several stringcourses, only one of
which, at second-story sill level, carries across the whole facade. The right
pavilion is notched at the first-floor level on the side to accomodate an
alley between this block and 37-41 Forest. The transition from this straight
portion of wall to the curve of the bow is made with a large, carved stone
skirt. The side and rear walls of the building are red brick.
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Anot her yel | ow brick grouB,_ 114-122 M. P easant Ave. (1897) consists of a
three story large corner buildi n? on the rising slope of Munt Pl easant Ave.
and an adjacent building at the top of the ridge. ere are entrances at the
bottom corner of the burlding, located i na recessed entry bayr'h near the
curved uphill corner, and on the s_ef)a.rate 114- 116 bui | di ng. ere i salsoan
arched port-cochere through the building on the uphill side. All of the
entrances are decorated with carved stone pilasters and lintels; the latter
include caricature faces at the center of each. There are al so noul ded stone
stringcourses and stone trimaround two Pal | adian-type second-floor w ndows.
The broad, pressed netal cornice has been partially removed fromN. 114-116.
This propertyisinpoor condition, mssing wndow sash and nowuni nhabit ed.

A group of two apartnent blocks flanking the narrow M. P easant Terrace are
at 43-45 M. Pleasant Ave., 2-6, 15 M. Peasant Terrace (1899). The Terrace
extends southwest off M. Pl easant Ave. at the point where the [arger Avenue
turns north and runs dom the hill towards Dudley St. The northeast end of
the nore southerly group faces the Avenue as Nos. 43 and 45, with two rounded
bows flanking a terra-cotta franed entrance. Nos. 246 M. P easant Terrace
are at the rear of that building, accessibleoff the terrace. 1-35 M.
P easant Terrace stand as a block at the northernside of the narrow vay, with
one rounded bow on the end nearest the Avenue and several pol ygonal bay”

w ndows facing the Terrace. Both bl ocks have banded rustication on the first
st or?/, snoot h™bri ckwork above, and pressed netal nodillion cornices. Mbst of
the [ight coloredtrimisterra-cotta, but the wndowsills are |imnestone.

og the structures built at the end of the 19th century i nthe nei ghborhood
which reflect an accel erated devel opnent are the connected yel lowbrick
apartnent blocks at 24A Forest, 10-12 M. P easant 5_1897). Three storiesin
hei ght, extending out to the sidewal k |ine, the building s corner i s narked by
a rounded bow corative detailing i schiefly freestonetrim executed i
classical motifs: flat arches, belt courses, and entrance surrounds.

Four stories above its basenent, 35-39 M. Peasant Ave. (ca. 1900) is a
doubl e bl ock of red brick apartnents, each seven bays wde with bowed ends and
arched, recessed center entraces. The splayed |inestone |intels have double
keystones on the first and second floors and single keystones on the third.

Voden triple decker housing with Queen Ane style detailing i s found at
nunbers 7 and 9 Munt P easant Ave. (ca. 1890) which feature projecting bays,
while nuniber 40 Mine St. (ca. 1890) i s notable forits Iar&e, asynmet ri cal
"cut-out" gable that shelters the third story. Nnber 42 M. Peasant Ave.
(c. 1910) s a handsone, wel | -maintained shingled Colonial Revival triple
decker with giant Doric colunms supportingthe front porches, turned .
bal lusters railings, and front and side pol ygonal bay wndows. This housing
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%pe was put W ingreat nunbers in Boston's nei ghborhoods of Dorchester,
Xbury, and Janaica Plain, but few are found i n"Mut Pl easant.

Tre only religious Rropertérwthln the district isthe Garnelite convent, 6l
M. P easant Ae., | nel (1896-1897). Itistw stories, red brick °
wth terra-cotta trim a conplex buildingwth a plan that isessentially

U shaped, wth the open end oriented tovard Wnthrop St. (southwest) ad a
large, walled garden. Atached to the "U on the southeast corner | s a chapel
wth tall, round-headed, stained glass wndows. A broad, stubby tower stands
where the chapel neets the "U. base of the "U isthe entrance wng, set
back several feet fromM. Peasant Ae.; the sides of the "U ad an arcade
across the open end formecloisters on the garden side. Round-headed w ndovs
are the predomnant type, wth brickwork and terra-cotta trim The terra
cotta closely resenbl &s brownstone in col or and to_o||n?. Al the eaves have a
wde projection, wth exposed rafter ends, which wth the wndows and t oner
are imtative of Spanish Renaissance buildings. v ; : "



8 Statement of Significance rieasant Historic uistnct, ttoston, Massachusetts
Catifying officid hes conddered the sgnificance of this propearty in rdation to other properties

[m nationdly | |datewide IXH locdly
Applicsble Nationd Regiger Criteria 1"A | 1B P~AC | 1ID

Criteria Considerations (Exogpions | |[A 1 IB 1 Ic 1 ID I IE | IF 11G

AreM dj~nifictnee (eter categaries fran ingrudiong PY~M oA nificance Sonificant Dates

UooDDunity Jr'ianning and Development

iiral Affiliation

SgrivMnt Parson Arfhiject/Builder

Sate sgnificance of propaty, and judtify criteria, criteria condderations, and aress and periods of Sgnificance noted above

The Mut Pleasant Hstoric District i nBoston's nel ghborhood of Roxbury i s
significant for its concentration of mid19%h century toearly 20th century
residential building types which reflect thelarger devel opnent patterns of
Roxbury' s history. “These incl ude handsone exanp?es of vood frane Geek
Revival and Gothic Revival dwellings remaining fromthe area's earliest

' devel opnent. Minsard brick rowhouses, and brick apartnent bl ocks. Retaining,

" toalarﬁ_e de?ree: Integrity of location, design, settln?, materials,

; wor knanshi p, eela%?, and associ ation, the Murt’ P easanf Hstoric District'

¥ r11eegjs clr|tt|er|a A Cothhel\htlonaJ Register and is significant at the
ocal level. .>, - .

The tom of Foxbury was one of the six wllaPes founded 1 n 1630 by the .
Massachusett s npany. Theinitial settl'enent was concentrated around the

, nheeting house at John El1ot Square, north of the Mut Pl easant area. The

nﬂ]or coomercial area of the tom devel oped cl oser to Mut M easant, around

the Intersection of theland route to Boston (Veshington Street) andthe roads

to Dorchester (Dudley Street) and points south and west.

The popul ation of Roxbury including the districts of Jamaica Plain and Vst
Foxbury that eventual |y split fromthe parent town, stood around 1500 i n 1765
and 2700 in1800. At theearliest date of extant historical resources i n the
CGentral Roxbury area, approximately 1830, accelerating growh brought the
nunbber of residents to 5250.

The Hiles nap of Foxbury of 1832 shows |ittle devel opnent inthe Central N
Foxbury area. The only roads i nthe area were Eustis Street (that part mow
called Dudey Street) ad avay | eading to a ponwer ine onan |sland
the narshes of South Qove, sonetines call ed House Road (now

Mgazi ne Street). Those narshes extended sout hvest at Missachusetts Avenue
and Abany Street, included part of the Foxbury Ganal, duginthe 1790s to
extend shi pgltng fromSouth Cove nearly to the coomercial center at Véshi ngton
and Eustis Streets (followng approxinately the present |ine of Minea Cass
Blvd.). . I -r,. , . .

) A See aottinuation shegt
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The only house Indicated on Hiles' mp on the southwest, "uphill" side of
Eustis Street corresponds to the Mses Wite house, a |ate colonial high-style
nansi on that stood until the nd-1960s of f Forest Street (MNb. 14[. Sortly
%lfter 1t830 the Wiite farmves laid out in houselots, formng"

easant".

Ancther early house shom on Hales' map | ust od the intersectionof Eustis
ad Vdshington Streets vas the estate of Enoch Bartlett, built ca. 1805 hy
Gapt. Thonas Brewer. Before Bartlett's purchase in 182, Bewer had planted
English pear trees on the grounds. Bartlett was a horticultural 1st by
avocation and his nene becane attached to the pears he cultivated. Bartlett
occupi ed the estate until 1860. Hom1872 into the md-20th century the site
accomodat ed a hone for the destitute el derly, operated by the Little Sisters
of the Poor, which in the 1970s vas the canpus of Roxbury Conmonity ol | ege.
The site has recently been cleared of alnost all its buildings.

Mre intensive devel opnent of the Munt Pleasant area began in 1833 when
Gal eb Parker, Jr., bought the twenty-six awd three quarter acres of the Mses
Wite farmfor $21,729.00, laid out” Mne and Chestnut (now Forest) Streets ad
Hm (nov Mut P easant) Asenue, axd subdivided the farminto seventy-one
house | ots. According to Drake's history of Foxbury, "This vas one of the
first of the old Foxbury farns bought for specul ative purposes..."(p. 114).
The specul ative character of the venture i s confirned B/ he deeds, which
usual 'y Include several transactions for each | ot preceding awy construction.

Parker had a certain kind of devel opnent in mnd, as indicated by the ronantic
nene "Mut P easant” and the glaﬁturesque hillside site. Even stronger

evi dence of the romantic subur ideal behind the project is provided by the
early deeds, which prohibit use of the land for "the butcher, currier, °

soapboi | er, brewer, distiller, tallow chandl er, sugarnaker, working brazier,
tinman, dyer, founder, smth, bricknaking, or nauseous or of f ensi ve

busi ness whatever..." (Norfolk CountK Deeds, 110:129, 1834). These
restrictions exEllmtly establ i shed Murt Pleasant as a residential area
divorced fromthe world of work, especially manufacturing. This separation of
hone ad famly fromwrk is a f<ey enet of the suburban ideal.

Axarg the early occupants of Mut Pl easant, commoting froma place of workin
Boston vas a nost comantrait. The bark tellers, dry goods nerchants, ad
few industrialists could ride the onmibus from Roxbury center (established
1826) or train (after 1835 or horse streetcars by the 1860s.

The initial residents usually owed just fifty-foot lots, half the size drawn
on the 1833 subdivision nap. = A Sm Bass Veriner points out in Streetcar






(MO

00/ ® ° >

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
ontinuation Sheet
%‘IIOI’] I"Uﬁ&l’ %hge Mount Pl easant Historic District
8 _

3 Bost on, Massachusetts

chronicle of the specul ative character of nany of the early landtransactions
in the Munt Pl easant devel opnent, and for itS suggestion of the network of
bui | ders wo were active in such projects, not just as artisans, but also as
buyers, sellers, lenders and borrowvers.

In both cases [Forest, 53 & 55, and M. Peasant, 100 & 102], the partners of
Horn and Sinclair built a pair of houses on what the 1833 division narked of f
as one |ot. The house at Forest is now gone, but 100 M. Peasant Ave.
still occupies the other half of Lot 26.

Nner 81 M. Pleasant Ae. (1844) stands on half of the ot designated No. 13
in the 1833 subdivisionof Munt Peasant. GCileb Parker sold [ots 13 and 14
to Daniel Perkins of Charleston, North Carolina for $2300in 1835.  Perkins
resunabl y had sone connection to the Boston area; hy the tine he soldthe
and a decade later he was identified i nthe deeds as a Boston nerchant. Ina
transaction of 1844, Perkins conveyed half of Lot 13 to Jesse Haycock, a
Foxbury buil der, with the deed describing the property as "being one of four
Lots of |and agreed by re to be conveyed to said Hayco ck, and whereon he has
erected four dwelling houses..." Haycock then sold 8 M. Peasant to Roxbury
attorney WlliamWiting for $50001n June 1844 The house was not yet
finished at that time and the deed specifies that Haycock woul d conplete the
wel | and the cistern, grade the yard, and "conplete the premses in all
respects for occupancy."

Witing nay have bought the house as an investnment, for the 1850 Roxbury
Directory notes that he |ived el sewhere i n Roxbury; he al so had other real
estate dealings with builder Haycock.

The early naps and atlases indicate the four simlar houses built by Haycock
on Lots 13 and 14. The one at the corner of Fairland wes denolished inthe
1890s to clear the site for the apartnent block at 1-7 Falrland. ,
northwesternnost house. No. 77, stood at |east into the 1930s before it was
renoved i n an expansion of the adjacent convent's grounds. The surviving pair
at 81 and 8 Munt Peasant are excel | ent exanpl es of specul ator-bui | der
houses of the 1840s.

In both of these cases, as well as other Geek Revival single houses such as
53 Forest, 102, 85, and. 8L Munt Peasant (all erected in the md-1840s), the
bui | ders can be identified because they were Investors inthe land as well as
artisans. The latter pair of houses were two of a row of four erected by one
carpenter; the former pair also shared builders, althou%h they stand on
difrerent streets. The early deeds reveal a conpl ex network of

bui | der/specul ators wo turned to one another for | and, services, and
construction | oans.
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the devel oprent of Hotel M. P easant/Hotel Forence, probably the second
apartrment hotel constructed inthe area (following Htel Mné by asingle
year?]. Together they Initiated a considerable increase inresidential density
whi ch characterized devel opnent inthe area inthe last quarter of the 19th
century. They also introduced to the area the idea of arranging |iving units
horizontally as apartments or "French flats," rather than vertically as in row
houses. This concept was still relatively new in Boston and the United
States, as the very earliest exangles vere only two decades ol d (Bunting,
Houses of Boston's Back Bay, p. 79.).

The double house at 97 M. Peasant Ae. & 2 Fairland S. i s sonewhat
uncertain as toits exact period of construction. A residence has been on the
site since at |east 1854, but the double house formis not indicateduntil the
1884 atlas. The current building nay either represent new construction ca.
1880, or a substantial renodeling around that tine of an earlier house. Its
housel ot vas part of Lot 15 in the 1833 subdivisionof the area, sold in 1844
by CGaleb Parker to neners of the Vel d famly, wo had |arge |and hol di ngs
ad{acent on the southwest. In 1846 the V&l ds subdivided their land, |aying
out Fairland St. to connect their holdings on Geenville . to M. P easant
Are.  Roxbury carpenter WIIiam Bugbee purchased the pr pPerty from the Vel ds
In 18%; four years later it vas sold wth a house to WiliamMtchell, a
Foxbury trader. The double house formwves definitely in place by 1834

The Ronan Catholic Carnelite Qder arrived inthe DOocese of Boston in 1890
and for a fewyears occupied a house between Gedar and Centre Streetsin
Roxbury. In 189 the sisters purchased the Joseph Mrrill estate on Munt
Pleasant Are. and noved into the ca. 1840 Geek Revival house. Joseph
Morrill, Jr., had owed the estate since at |east the 1870s; the house had a
full-blown tenple front (tetrastyle lonic) and was considerably grander than
any of the surviving Geek Revival houses inthe area.

The building permt for the present convent vas issued |n 1896. Tinothy
Vel sh, then wth the firm of Mginnish, Vel sh, axd Sullivan, was the
architect. Vel shwas born in 1868 in Ganbridge, Missachusetts, attended
Boston English Hgh School, and worked in various Boston architectural
offices, Including Reabody and Searns. After ayear in Paris ad other
traveling, he joined with Maginnis and Sullivan i'n 1896; this convent nust
have been his first |arge coomssion. Hs partnersipwth Maginnis |asted 36
years, specializing in Catholic educational and ecclesiastical buildings.
Vel sh designed other Carnelite convents in Philadel ﬁhl aand Santa Qara,
California, the Cenacle convent in Brighton, Massachusetts, several
semnaries, Nazareth (ollege in St. Paul, Trinity College 1 nVdshington,
several buildingsat Notre Dae University, ad the Shrine of the |mmacul ate
Gonception inVashington, DC  H died in 1934
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Mt. Carmel Convent was dedicated on October 15, 1897. Like the nearby
building of St. Patrick's Church and School in the preceding decades, this new
home for the contemplative Carmelite community demonstrated the growing means
and maturity of the Boston Roman Catholic Diocese.

Architect Edward P. Morse was active in the Mt. Pleasant district at the end
of the century, designing five large apartment blocks in 1896 and 1897.
114-122 Mt. Pleasant, 1-7 Falrland, 35-39 Vine St., and 37-41 Forest ST. were
all for builder Louis Habolow, while 2-4A Forest/10-12 Mt. Pleasant was for A.
Mille (or Melles). These share characteristic features of yellow brick with
carved freestone trim, with sometimes rectangular and curved projections.

The prominent location now occupied by 114-122 Mt. Pleasant Ave., where the
street makes a sharp curve, was occupied by a house by 1856 which was probably
the double house standing on the lot by 1873 through 1895. Redevelopment of
the site came in 1897 when Louis Habolow applied for permits to erect five
three-family houses of brick and stone, designed by Edward P. Morse. The same
pair designed and built 37-41 Forest St. (1896) and 35-39 Vine and 107
Falrland around 1897; Morse also designed 2-4A Forest/10-12 Mt. Pleasant in
1897, for another builder. All of these apartment blocks were erected of
light-colored brick with abundant stone trim, on corner lots. They
considerably Increased the residential density of the area; in the case of
114-122 Mt. Pleasant replacing a double house with fifteen dwelling units.
The same fate befell these buildings as Habolow's other Mt. Pleasant

projects. By late 1897 they were encumbered with at least six mechanics'
liens and Habolow lost the property.

Designed (presumably by Morse) as an ensemble with its neighbor at the corner
of Vine and Forest Streets, 35-39 Vine St. (1896) applied similar materials,
setback, and cornice line. This building Is most Interesting for the
variations it offers on the themes established by its neighbor. Both have
balanced but asymmetrical principal facades, but while the Forest St. block
employs polygonal bays, the Vine St. building uses a square center bay and
curved side bows. The entries of both are arched, with large keystones and
engaged columns, but the former building has projecting porches while on the
latter the doorways are recessed into the the principal plane of the facade.
Together the two buildings form a handsome corner composition, employing the
favorite corner location of the turn-of-the century apartment blocks in this
neighborhood. Six other apartment blocks in the survey area built between
1895 and 1906 were placed on corner sites, and five of those also used buff or
yellow brick.
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The apartment buildings at 43-45 Mt. Pleasant Ave., 2-6 and 1-5 Mt. Pleasant
Terr. (1899) stand on a site previously occupied by two houses from as early
as the 1850s. James W. Woodward obtained city permits to build nine
three-family dwellings at this location. H. P. Cummings and Co. was his
builder, with W. C. Collett as architect. Woodward at that time was a partner
in a "heating apparatus” business in Boston, with his residence in Brookline.
He continued the long tradition of involvement by members of the
building-related trades in the development of the Mt. Pleasant area. H. P.
Cummings 4 Co. operated as builders and carpenters in both Boston and Ware,
Massachusetts. Architect Collett had an office on Bromfield St. in downtown
Boston from ca. 1890 into the 1910s.

Woodward and Collett organized the dwellings in the same fashion as the
yellow-brick apartments of Habolow and Morse, built in the area a few years
earlier. Nos. 43 and 45 Mt. Pleasant Ave. were paired in a symmetrical
facade, while 2, 4 and 6 Mt. Pleasant Terrace extended back along that newly
created, narrow way. On the opposite side of the terrace, four more units,
numbered 1, 3, 5, and 7 were erected of Identical materials and with similar
detailing (number 7, the westernmost unit, has been demolished).

While this group resembles the Habolow-Morse apartments in form and in use of
corner site, it differs in materials. Collett used red, rather than yellow or
buff, brick, and applied molded terra-cotta ornament. Instead of carved
limestone. This group and the adjacent Woodward block at 35-39 Mt. Pleasant
show that Habolow's bankruptcy did not discourage other builders from erecting
substantial apartment blocks in the area.

The apartment blocks at 35-39 Mt. Pleasant Ave. (ca. 1900) were originally
owned by James W. Woodward, who was also responsible for building the
neighboring structures to the south on Mt. Pleasant Terrace in 1899. No.
35-39 was probably erected at a similar date, and it seems likely that
Woodward employed the same architect and builder as on his other buildings,
namely architect W. C. Collett and builder H. P. Cummings and Co. At four
stories, these blocks are one story taller than others of around 1900; Hotel
Vine is the only earlier building of that height.

Relatively few triple deckers were built in the Mount Pleasant area; Instead
brick apartment blocks were the predominant form during the decades around
1900 when wooden 3-deckers were popular elsewhere in the city. Except for a
few three-deckers and two-family dwellings erected in the early twentieth
century and some infill construction of the 1970s, the brick apartments of the
1890s marked the end of residential construction in Mount Pleasant.



NP8F<«,1M0O« omAf,"Ho.10»*001$

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Mount Pleasant Historic District
Section number _ L _ Pag* * A Bost on, Massachusetts

Nearby notable institutional buildingsfurther illumnate the area's social

history. Saint Patrick's (Fonan Catholic) Church on Dudl ey at

1872-80) underscored the mgration of Irish Catholics fromthe South Bd to
Xbury. ~ The constructionof a school in 188 (now gone), a new convent in

1917 (1157 Munt Pleasant), and new school in 1929 %12 -135 Munt Pl easant)

bespeak the persi stent stren?th of that faith in Roxbury, as does Munt

CGarnel, the cloistered convent built at 61 Munt Pleasanf in 189%.

Wii | e nuch survives in Munt Pleasant to illumnate its nineteenth century
devel oprment, there have been |osses as wel|. Mst of the late nineteenth
century apartnent blocks replaced a house or two previously on those sites.
Mount Garnel supplanted the Mrrill house, a tetrastyle Geéek Revival nansion
that vas far grander than any of the surviving houses of that style. Mre
recent denolitions have |eft” vacant [ots along all the streets in Munt

M easant, includi n% a large | ot near the foof of Munt Peasant Ae. (No. 11)
where once stood the house of WIliamC Huinnenan, inventor and nanuf act urer
of the suctionfire engine.

Dudley Street isthe najor thoroughfare adjacent to the Munt P easant
district, incorporating ;Fart of early Eustis Street, the nain way from Roxbury
V||Ia?e to Dorchester. ~ This street has been severely ravaged W denolition in
recent years, |eavingonly isolated buildingsstanding. The only relatively
intact streetscape along Dudl ey east of the Stationarea occurs at the edge of
the district, where Saint Patrick's Church domnates the ol d %;ne 12.

Police Station9 and MDernott's Bl ock, a ca. 1830 rowhouse (206-210 Al-lanp)den)

provide sonething of an urban context. , : :
L rrl % oo BMSaVTo* WY,
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Map tt Name Street Date Sta tLi'3 Style Resource [-Jd/Parcel
J 1 Fsirland/ C.1G90 Romanesque Apt . B B/S5B3
B9 Ht. Pleasant
P f-airld.icJ c.IBBO | lal ./Sticl St./dbl B B/11777
* see 97 HI. Pleas.
aarage . 1930 |C B
Fairl.=ind 1890 C r*umanesque Apt. B Q258 »
Fairland ,1(390 Ronmanesque Apt . B
Fairlanii . IBGO C Italianate B 8/ P827
7 Fan-land " ' 1f390 i: fi omanesque Apt . B a/ P5B6
* S Forest Pl.: .g¢ b2 Forest >t. ] e
3 Forest Place c. 1860 Gothic Rev. H E733
2" B Forest St. 1897 C Class. Rev. apt B B/B6'i7
M'IA  Forest 9t. 1897 - C Class. Rev. apt B 8"86"*6
5 Forest §t. 1890 ¢ Cueen Anne Apt . B S/ B666
10 6-8 Forent St. c. 1855 ¢ I'talianate dbl B BE6 *'t
VAC 9 Forest St. 8/ B667
10  Forest St. B/ B6"t 3
67 11  Forest St. c,IBBO ¢ Mansard dbl B B/ B668
m IB  For est St. 1B55 ¢ Italianate B 8/ B6' +B
A ["I-1B w<\ett St. 1970  tic (Tiodernapt . B B/B6'tI
garden 15 f-orest St. 8/ B669
B 17 forest tt. c. 1970 M modernapt . B/ B670
C A 19  Foiest 5t. c. 1970 tic inodernapt . B 8/ B670
33 £0  Fore?: t Bt. c.. 1875 C [talianate B BB *0
66 Bi Forest St. c. 1910 c (lass.R?v/ Ininy / Bf anB al 267B
34 B2  Forei-1 c.1B75 ¢ Ital iariate B B/ B639
VAC E(-B6 F o™ tSt. H P63S
65 25-B7 Forest St. c. 1910 ¢ Cl ass. Rev/ Bung. / Bf anB B/ Eo73
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Tlioinas Ray Use B9 Forest: St. 1B86 C Lhateauesqiie b
VAC 30 Forest St. &/ B663
3B Forest St. c. 1875 C Italianate vein B B/ B66e
gai age c. 1930 NC B
VAC. 33-35 Fore;;t St. a/B6':'5
3( F'ore';t St. c. 1890 L vernacul ar B/P661
ijararijt c. 1930  lie B
36 Forest St. ¢ .1835 C Greet; Rev. dbl B 8'E660
37 Forest St. 1896 C Queen Anne apt. B 8/B6''6
38 Forest St. c. 1B35 C Greel; Rev. dbl B 8/B659
39 Forest St. 1B96 C QuL-eii Anneapt . B B/E677
A0 Forest St. c .1900 C Class. Rev./3-D B B/B658
1 Fore-t Sc. 1896 C Queen Anne apt. B B'E678
VAC Fore-" r St. B/E657
VAC - (5 fore-it St. 8/E676
VAC "6 Forest St. 8/B656
VAC 50 Forest St. alE739
51 Forest St. ¢ .1900 C Cl ass. Rev./ QA/ 3n B B/E7'r0
53 Foresi; St, + |IBWM C Geet: Rev. B B/E7H1
5 Forest St. c .i 860 C [talianate B B/E738
garage c. 1930 MC 6
VAC It B/BV'fE
VAC 55A Forest St. 8/S7'»E-
'AC 56 Forest St. B/E737
58 Forest St. c,1853 C [talianate m B/E736
gar age c.1930 " M
57-59 Forest St. c .1870 C [talianate Vern. B e/ETVt
60 Forest St. c .1853 C [talianate B B/ E735
' ' 61 Forest St. c. 1870 C Vernacul ar B B/ 27A5
oarage c. 1950 NC B
Hotel M. Pleasant/ 6E  Forest St./ c. 1877 C Panel Brict; apt B B/273h
Hotel Florence g Forest FI
63 For est St, c. 1870 C Vernacul ar 8/ E7TM6
yaraije c. 1930 NC B
tA For est St. c. 1890 C Brick boilfront B 8/ E73E
% 66  Forest St. c. 1890 ¢ Drict; bowfront B B/ E731
. 68  Forest St. c. 1890 ¢ Brick boijfront B 8/ S73n
70 For est St. c. 1890 ¢ Brick: bowfront B - B/E7E9
toe 7E  Forest 3t. c. 1890 ¢ B ick: tjowfront B &'E'BB
+*  Forest St. c. 1915 N* Bungal ow B Be«E/E7
c.1960 NC B

garaje
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December 29, 1988

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service JAN N
P.O. Box 37127 0919
Washington, DC 20013-7127 NATT ONAL

REQ STER
Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you will find thefollow ng nomnation form
Boston, Munt Pl easant Historic District

It has been voted eligible by the Sate ReviewBoard and has been signed by
the State Hstoric Preservation Officer. Qwers were notifjed of pending

S ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the rreetlngg and vere
afforded theopportunitytocomment. Conments received todaie are attached
to thenomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg . ([J
National Register Director
Massachuset t's Hi storical Gonmission

Encl osure:
BH di

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretor)!





