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“height and joined to the original stone house. This rear appendage was

- were replaced with windows dating to this change.

‘this indicating that they were laid to side lap as well as lapping in the

- The original stone portion of the house was served by a corner fireplace

. added, probably at the time the extension to the northeast was made. The
. stone chimney serving the early log structure was heightened when the
- second floor was constructed.

"Pt¥to Rio"; as seen today was constructed in several stages. The stone
portion, lived in by General Lee, was built in the mid—eighteenth—EEEEny. ,
It is a one story structure with an attic and basement. It faces’ ‘southeast
and its stonework is aghlar. An earlier log house had been constructed to

In the first quarter of the nineteenth century, the orlglnal stone structure
was virtually doubled in size by an extension to the northeast. This
extension was also of stone but it was 1aid up in random ashlar.

By the late ninetegnthgentury,the old log cabi% was raised a story in

covered with Victorian™ “clapboards at-this-time-and the earlier windows

A composition shingle roof now covers the structure. The present owner has
found oak shingles in the attic that are feathered in their short dimension,

conventional manner.

The window and door frames, as well as the doors and windows of the stone
portion of the house, are of more recent derivation and the door and window
sills are now concrete.

The existing built up box cornice is a recent feature. There undoubtedly
was a porch on the front of the house but it no longer exists.

and its chimney above the roof ,is stone and has a simple stone projecting
cap. Another stone chimmney at the southeast end appears to have been
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- time to use his home as a base from which to send scalding replies to his

Other than the fact that "Hopewell" was one of the oldest homes in the
area, it holds historical significance because it became the home of
General Charles Lee, second in command in the Continental Army to only
George Washington. 1In 1775, Lee renounced his half ‘pay in the British
Army in order to accept the position as Major General. Lee was already
negotiating for the purchase of "Hopewell," partly to identify himself
economically with the Americans and perhaps to further his military
ambitions. His appointment was contingent upon Congress awarding him
$30,000 so that he might own property locally in compensation for the
confiscation of his British property.

When Lee became the owner of "Hopewell," he called it "Prato Verde"

and later "Prato Rio," Spanish meaning "a_stream throgghn;hgwmeadgxh
While the eccentric Lee lived at "Prato Rio," he did without partitions
in the house; instead, he used chalk lines to designate the various
rooms., On December 12, 1776, Lee was captured by the British. When
released, he returned temporarlly to "Prato Rio," but soon reJoined
Washington.

After Lee's court martial, he once again returned to "Prato Rio," this

charges. Finally, after his temper had partially cooled, he began to
make plans for forming a military-agrarian community of his own.

It is said that Washington hoped to make an effort at reconciliation .
with Lee and asked to dine with him at "Prato Rio." When Washington
arrived, he found "Lee's Lodge" closed with a note on the door saying,
"No bread or bacon cooked today."

Having tentatively agreed to sell John Vaughn "Prato Rio" for 6,000
pounds, Lee set out for Philadelphia in September 1782, to complete the
transaction, but died on October 2 before things could be settled.
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