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Historic American Buildine Survey
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
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CONDITION
I I Excellent Good Q Foir 

(Check One)

(Check One) 

Deteriorated

Altered Q Unaltered

II Ruins [I Unexposed 

(Check One;

[3| Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Prlto Rio"j as seen today was constructed in several stages. 
portion, livedjta ,femGejieral_Lee , was built in the

The stone

It is a one story structure with an attic andJmsement. It f aces ;^outKeast 
and its stonework is ashlar. An earlier -og house had been constructed to 
the northwest prior to the stone

In the first quarter of the nineteenth century, the original stone structur 
was virtually doubled in size by an extension to the northeast. This 
extension was also of stone but it was laid up in random ashlar.

-i- ,      - , -.---   ....,-. .,,. . . . . - ;" - : •3 r"- 
By the la^ejnjLn^te^nJtJi^^gntury , the old log _ cabin' ̂was_ raised^ a . sjipry in
^ififelL,§M l9J-!Le5* t° t*16 original stone house. This rear appendage was 
covered with Ifictp^lMr^lipbbards ITl^this" time and the earlier windows 
were replaced with windows dating to this change.

A composition shingle roof now covers the structure. The present owner has 
found oak shingles in the attic that are feathered in their short dimension 
this indicating that they were laid to side lap as well as lapping in the 
conventional manner.
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The existing built up box cornice is a recent feature. There undoubtedly 
was a porch on the front of the house but it no longer exists.

The original stone portion of the house was served by a corner fireplace 
and its chimney above the roof ,is stone and has a simple stone projecting 
cap. Another stone chimney at the southeast end appears to have been 
added, probably at the time the extension to the northeast was made* The 
stone chimney serving the early log structure was heightened when the 
second floor was constructed.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Other than the fact that "Hopewell" was one of the oldest homes in the 
area, it holds historical significance because it became the home of 
General CharJLesJLae. second in command in the Continental Army to only 
George Washington. In 1775, Lee renounced his half pay in the British 
Army in order to accept the position as Major General. Lee was already 
negotiating for the purchase of "Hopewell," partly to identify himself 
economically with the Americans and perhaps to further his military 
ambitions. His appointment was contingent upon Congress awarding him 
$30,000 so that he might own property locally in compensation for the 
confiscation of his British property.

When Lee became the owner of "Hopewell," he called it "Prato
and later "Prato Rio," Spanish meaning "a_sjtrj^ajijl:^
While the eccentric Lee lived at "Prato Rio," he did without partitions
in the house; instead, he used chalk lines to designate the various
rooms. On December 12, 1776, Lee was captured by the British. When
released, he returned temporarily to "Prato Rio," but soon rejoined
Washington.

After Lee's court martial, he once again returned to "Prato Rio," this 
time to use his -home as a base from which to send scalding replies to his 
charges. Finally, after his temper had partially cooled, he began to 
make plans for forming a military-agrarian community of his own.

It is said that Washington hoped to make an effort at reconciliation 
with Lee and asked to dine with him at "Prato Rio." When Washington 
arrived, he found "Lee's Lodge" closed with a note on the door saying, 
"No bread or bacon cooked today."

Having tentatively agreed to sell John Vaughn "Prato Rio" for 6,000 
pounds, Lee set out for Philadelphia in September 1782, to complete the 
transaction, but died on October 2 before things could be settled.
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CITY OR TOWN:, , . . .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National (XI State Q Local Q-"

A_ /I 0 \ }^ )
Namex^K-//' C^x^A-^T^^^^^n^^^t-/

Dr. Carolyn J/^Z^nn^// 
Title State Liaison Officer
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\ •

STATE CODE

West Virginia, 26505 . 54

I hereby certify that this propertyf is included in the 
National Register, -

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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