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STATUS

Occupied I I 
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Preservation work 
in progress [~1

ACCESSIBLE 
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Agricultural | | Government

Commercial Q Industrial

Educational [ | Military

Entertainment Q Museum

Park
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Religious
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Planned as 
a museum
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OWNERS NAME:

State of North Dakota - University of North Dakota
STREET AND NUMBER:

University Station
CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Forks North Dakota

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Not platted.
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

TITLE OF SURVEY:

None
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal f] State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Exterior:
Excellent [X)

Altered

.(Check One) 

Good | | Fair f| . Deteriorated (j[t Ruins | | Unexposed | |

(Check One) (Check One)

G Unaltered [Xj Moved Q Original Site [X|

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1 f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
When Oxford House was built in 1902, it was considered one of the 

most fashionable and modern buildings in the Northwest. Oxford House 
was the first house in Grand Forks to be wired for electricity. It 
contained the most modern conveniences of the time, such as: speaking 
tubes; a dumbwaiter; and three bathrooms of the best in modern sanitary 
construction. Some of the aesthetic features included three fireplaces, 
one with a mantle made of imported Italian marble, and an art glass win­ 
dow overlooking the stair landing.

The building is of colgnial type design covering a ground area of 
40 x 50 feet. Comprised of two stories and an attic, it is built of 
granite and gray granite pressed brick. The exterior woodwork was painted 
gloss white to give the illusion of marble, particularly effective on 
the columns in the front of the house which are treated in Roman Ionic 
design and extend above the second story. The portico is surrmounted by 
a balcony, enclosed with wrought iron railings.

The main floor of Oxford House consisted of a large parlor, president] 
study, living room, reflectory, kitchen, pantries, refrigerators and 
spacious hallways. The second floor was divided into a large hall and 
six bedrooms. The attic contained a large ballroom and the full base­ 
ment was finished off for servant quarters.

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:

The present condition of the exterior of the building is good, 
but the interior is in need of extensive work.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian | | 16th Century | | 

15th Century Q 17th Century Q

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) Bllilt in 1902

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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Urban Planning II 

Other (Specify) [X]

Architecture

Transportation | |
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U
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Oxford House was the President's House for the newly married Dr. 
& Mrs. Webster Merrifield, fourth president of the University of North 
Dakota. The building was used as the president's home until 1954^ 
serving four presidents: Webster Merrifield, Frank McVey, Thomas Kane, 
and John C. West.

/Joseph Bell)
Mr. DeRemer, the architect for Oxford House, graduated from 

Columbia University in 1896. Named as the official University architect 
during McVey's reign, he designed many buildings on campus, among them 
the Administration Building and Merrifield Hall. The State of North 
Dakota contains many churches, business buildings, and homes which 
had designs conceived by him. One of his most notable achievements 
would be the North Dakota State Capitol building. Active in Grand Forks 
civic affairs, he also served as president of the North Dakota State 
Board of Architecture for three years. The President's House, however, 
was one of his first, and most frequently publicized designs.

Oxford House over the years has been the setting for much entertain­ 
ment and entertaining. Besides the President's social gatherings of 
students and alumni, the house on one occasion was the scene of a 
reception attended by the Crown Prince Olav and Princess Martha of 
Morway. Every governor of North Dakota from 1902 through 1954 was a 
guest in the residence.
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Geiger, Louis G. , University of the Northern Plains, University of
North Dakota Press, Grand Forks, North Dakota, 1958.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW ° ° 
NE o o

SE o o 

SW o , , o

_ LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

V DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
P OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

47 ° 55 ' 20" 97 ° 4 ' £.4"
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Lawrence Loendorf
ORGANIZATION DATE

Oxford Restoration Committee April 1 , 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

University of North Dakota
CITY OR TOWN:

Grand Forks

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National | | State N?f Local | | 
s^}

^ /

Bate fiP+ll 12 1973

STATE CODE

North Dakota 38

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andZUstoric Preservation

ATTEST: /> \\ \

Date ^"^^g ^
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o> Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey
Control by USGS and USC&GS

Planimetry by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs
taken 1962. Topography by planetable surveys 1963

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grids based on North Dakota coordinate system, north zone.
and Minnesota coordinate system, north zone
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,
zone 14, shown in blue

Red tint indicates areas in which only 
landmark buildings are shown

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where 
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked
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