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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).
yyh,- Originally characteristic of a number of moderate-size, wood-frame
mills built in Uxbridge during the nineteenth century, the Waucantuck
Mill has been enlarged several times between 1838 and 1928, resulting in
. amill complex which preserves good local examples of industrial archit-
ecture. Buildings within the complex are (numbers correspond to those
on the mg on the reverse side of this form): o
1. The Main Building is a three-storey wood-frame structure with an

"L"*shaped floor plan. The building is enclosed by a low-pitched
roof; exterior elevations are covered with stucco, except at the

rear (east) where there are clapboards.

. SEE CONTINUATION SHEET "

HSTCR CAL S SN FICANCE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it ,

and howi t affected comunity; be specific).
The Waucantuck Mill possesses historical associations wi

th the early

t-yNy establishment of woolen manufacturing i nUxbridge, with theTaft and Wheel-
- - ockfamlies who were important i nthelocal development of this industry

e« andwith therapid growth of t he Uxbridge' s woolen industry
twentieth century. | naddition, themill retains architectu
from al |l periods of itsdevel opment.

Devel opment of t heWaucantuck Mill's site began i n1824,
Taft built a damon t heWst River t ocreate water power f or

i nthe early
ral el ements

when Luke
the original

mll which was built i n1825. *Until 1816, Taft had been a farmer; however,
S.,... the purchase of a hand loom i n 18161 edhi mt orent space and power i n 182

i nDaniel Day's Mill where he |learned about carding andother

wool en- goods

machines. Opened i nthewinter of 1825f orthemanufacture of satinets,
the original building was of wood-frame construction, three stories high

" (34" X60'). 1 n1833, theelder Taft was joined i nthebusi
son, Modses Taft”who | ater devel oped t he Central Wolen Ml

ness by his
(Form #46-D) ,

Destroyed by fire 1 n1837, theoriginal mll was replaced onitssite, i n

1828 , by*/i**f)resent Main Building. At about thetime of this fire, Luke Taft
retired from an active interest i nthemill, turning over managenment of t he

property, tohis son.

SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEET #2 A

iy o Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENES

JA-A

Barl ow & Bancroft Insurance Plans. "CA & S M \Wheelock's Wolen Mill"

(No. 6065-Dec. 31, 1879 and Nov. 25, 1891).
Biographical 1899: 147-149 C,.

Chapin 1881: 70 & 149 , NV
Hurd 18881 : 170-171 ooy > /vl
Jewett 18791 | : 433 (illustration) * A VA .
Sprague 1927: 36 e Ay, e AT o o\
Stone 19301 | : 1966-1970 - A" M\ VY
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IN\TENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cararginity :

MASSAQUETTS HISTCRCAL COWMISSaN )
Office of Ce Secretary, Boston Uxbridge

Property Name waucantuck Mill

Fom No:

43-G

Indicate each item on inventoiy form which is being continued beow.
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE b

Built i nl1838 on thesite of Luke Taft's 1825 mill, theMain Building
originally had a facade of eleven bays, each containing one w ndowper
storey, except forthethird bay from thenorth which had |oading doors;
the present cupola (bell tower) and pediment on which it rests stood

at thetopof thestack of loading doors. Alterations tothebuilding
have included theinstallation of paired 6/6 and 9/6 sash tothe first
two stories, thereconstruction of theentry, theremoval of original

| oading doors and t heexterior application of stucco (early 20th cent- ,
, ury ?).

2. The Boiler and Dry House (ca. 1854) i sa two-storey brick building with
a |low-pitched roof and an "L"-shaped floor plan. Originally free-stand-
ing with a snmoke stack on itsnorth elevation, this building has been
altered by theconstruction of a one-storey addition totheMin Buildim
(ca. 1930-40) , theextension of itsnorth elevation out t o Mendon Street
(1920's) and t heremoval of its snoke stack.

3. The Picker House (ca. 1872) i sa three-storey brick building with a
rectangular plan and a |low-pitched roof. This structure i s located
at therear of theMain Building towhich i twas originally joined by
e a bridge. L - - .

4. The Scouring and Storehouse (ca. 1872) i sa two-storey brick building
with a low-pitched roof. Standing at theeast end of thePicker House,

this building originally had a one-storey dye house at its south end
which has since been renoved and enlarged (1928).

5. The Office i sa two-storey wood frame building, covered with stucco and
attached tothesouthwest corner of theMain Building. Built between
1891 and 1898, this structure may contain theframe of an earlier office
building, extensively rebuilt and noved toits present site.

5. The Spinning and Weaving Mill i sa two-storey brick structure of util-
itarian design, probably built shortly after World War | when new mach-
inery was installed throughout themill (ca. 1922).

7. The Dye House and Finishing Roons are a series of one-storey structures

of varied frame and brick construction, probably built between 1922 and
1928 during modernization of themanufacturing plant.

SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEET #2

Staple to Inventory form at hnttnm



INMNTORY FCRM CONTINUATION SHEET 4 r g

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICU. COMPSIIOH Comurlty: |
Office of the Secretary, Boston xpriage 43-G

1 Form No:

Property Name waucantuck Mill

Indicate each item on inventoiy fom which is being continued below.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE : c ]
|
8. Unl abel l ed factory buildings which extend east of theol dportions
of themill appear t o have been built mostly after 1925. These connectei
structures vary i nconstruction, although all arewutilitarianin design.

These additions are not shown on insurance surveys of themill,

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

In 1840, theelder Taft sold his half of themilljto Jerry vrgeelolck &
Son, a firm consisting of Jerry Weelock', Charles A \Wheelock, ard, lajter,
Silas M \Wheel ock. The Wheelock firm had been formed i n 1834 ang nay have
rented space i n t& Waucantuck Mi |1 prior t o 1840. Before 1834, Jerry \heel-
ock had built wool machinery, a skill he had learned first i n 1810 att he

mll of hisfather-in-law, Daniel Day, and which he had later de\'eloped under
Artemas Dryden of Holden. Finding it impossible by th$early 18 0' s t oconpett
with the large-scale machine shops of Worcester., Weelcbck turned his attention
to the manufacture of woolen cloth until hisretirement i n 1846.

In 1846, Weel ock's sons, Silas M and Charles A, purchased the other'
half of themill from Moses Taft and soon re-nanmed it theWucant”uck Mill
after thelndian name f or Uxbridge. The firm of CA & SM \eeil ock made
satinets and plaids until 1852-1855, after which cassimeres becane the firms
sole product. Under t heWeelock' s managenent themill was remoqglelled i n1852
equi pped with Uxbridge's first steam engine as auxiliary power irt 1854, and
enlarged i nthe 1870's. Enpl oyment i nthemill rose from 12 nmen!'and 2 boys
under Luke Taft i n 1832 to 12 nen and 12 wonen i n 1850 t o 33 nen! and 25 wonen
in 1870. By 1879, 75 operatives were enployed i nthemill. |

Direct managenent of themill by theWweelock famly ceased around 1900
when Charles A Root either rented or bought themill under thenanme of CA
Root Co.. | n 1905, thefirm had been re-organized as t heWaucantuck Mills, Inc,
at approximately thesame time t he Uxbridge Worsted Conpany was founded by
Root and Louis Bachman of New York. Until 1909, t he Uxbridge Worsted Conpany
occupied part of theWwucantuck Mill. The mill was purchased f or $25,000i n
1905 and a programof enlargement was soon underway. .

Part of the Firms growth occurred at thetime of World War | , although
the business's success throughout 1905-1930 was thought t o have been based on
its close attention to changing styles, its close contact with markets and its
policy of investing profits i nnew machinery (Stone 1930 | | :1970). By 1928,
the business had grown to si xtimes its original size, employing nore than 500
operatives on threeshifts which kept t he mi |l open 24 hours daily. Although

statistics of production and enploynent have not been compiled forthe period
after 1930, t heconpany's business seens to have continued growing based onthe
additions nade to theeast end of them 1l site during the 1930'g or '1940's.

See Continuation Sheet #4

Sapje Ao Ifiventory  form at  bottom
"\






INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Canmunity: Fom No

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL ZCMMNSSON 14 Uxbridge 43-G
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Waucantuck Mill

Indicate each item on inventory foim vAidi is being continued beow.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE / , Syttt LA

The Waucantuck M| possesses integrity of | ocation, design, setting, materials
and wor kmanship fromits several periods of developnment. I naddition, theMI]I
possesses historical associations with the early devel opnent of textile manufacturing
inUxbridgeand with therapidgrowhof thelocal textileindustry inthe early
twentieth century. (;'("e-o v

The Waucantuck Mil|l nmeets criteria A Band Cof t he NRP.

OMNMER

Spalco International Ltd.
237 Mendon St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

y/\ SAA

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Waucantuck Mill Complex (Uxbridge MRA)

Worcester County
MASSACHUSETTS

CD resubmission
e nomination by person or loc
CZ owner objection

al government

CH appeal *!
Substantive Review: e sample e request EH appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: t technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Su

rveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition

excellent I Ide
mi good I Irui
o fair I lun

Describe the present and original

e summary paragraph
CZ' completeness

e clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| ldates

I 1 boundary selection

Check oe
teriorated unaltered
ns altered
exposed

(if known) physical appearance

AG 261983

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: .
Date Due: 9/'~n[83 -'~<illolrj>
Action: ACEPT.
RETURN Tcilyl/S'n
.REJECT

Federal Agency:

EU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph - '
CZ completeness .

e clarity -

CZ applicable criteria n
CZ justification of areas checked
CZl relating significance to the resource

e context "

CZ relationship of integrity to significance

[Z] justification of exception "y
» other

1 . ’

9. Major Bibliographical References
TO. Geographical Data

AAcreage of nominated property
/  Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

e et A ylAyrL ]

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CZ Maps
CZ Photographs

Q Other y

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date AM ) Phone:

Comnwnts for my item may be conti'nued on m attached sheet
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NPS Form 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018
(382 Exp-10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page ~

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

*  Name Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area
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31 Sprague, Albert*mise™ Qg j £CT 10 deeper Oty™;N  POXLUMA<A fAh/sS
LA ANef[" 0 . Attest
32. Southwick, Elisha, House TJitarwd/MIn~A AN ANgihper /clzlQ
Attest
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Attest
NeA> 34, Farnum, William and Mary, ~Keeper AN S
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Attest
36. Uxbridge Gommon District * Keeper AIlIU-"AdMNINEAT [N
Attest

37. Uxbridge Passenger Depot :; A"3leediii tjae [flteeper YA U [ Mpyhs M T<NINTINS

Attest
38. Uxbridge Town Hall Entered in the I"Keeper  Iy<jjLANX > udn<: yAN INTIr3
National Ee«l«ter
Attest
39. Waucantuck Mill Complex Etitared in tho TNTeeper  [YLMN-MANAZKNA-A J2NN
»*tlonal  BeMiBtor * N [—7-"
Attest

AA 40.  Wheelockville District Ninterad In the -A”eepev CAMMAAMAN AAZNIRAN PN [ NV

Attest
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resubmission
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e owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review: e sample

Reviewer's comments:

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Worlcing No. _
Fed. Reg. Date: J2yANQ
Date Due: 7™
. Action: ACCEPT
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Hational BegiEtsi REJECT.

Federal Agency:

request CZ appeal CH NR decision
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. See continuation sheet
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CD good CH ruins
CHfair CH unexposed

Status Present Use
Accessible
* yes * no
Check one Check one
e unaltered « original site
altered moved date.

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity
| Idates
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

« context A
CH relationship of integrity to significance in
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other
CH Maps

CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on m attached sheet
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