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The Great Sierra Mining Company established Dana Village as the support facility

for the operations of the Sheepherder Lode. The village is located above Gaylor
Lake on Tioga Hill.

The remains of 5 stone cabins, a wooden blacksmith shop, and a small stone powder
house can be seen today. The equipment originally in this mine was removed by the
Park for reasons of preservation, and is displayed at the History Center (Wawona).

The walls of the cabins and powder house are well defined, but portions are toppled
over and in ruins. The blacksmith shop was destroyed in an explosion during the
last months of operation, and those timbers are scattered about the site. The
shaft openings are caved in, and filled with rubble.

One cabin is relatively intact with only its roof removed. The cabin is a one-story,
one-room masonry structure measuring c. 25' x 18'.

The walls are very thick, c. 4' at the base and 3' at the top, consisting of small
jagged slabs of metamorphic rock (schist or slate) and stacked on a rubble bond
completely without mortar. There is one window on the south wall and one door on
the east wall, both framed with hand-hewn lumber, weathered and bleached. The
cabin had a gable roof which was removed; the gable ends were stone masonry. The
plates for the roof structure and 4 beams are intact.

The cabin has evidently been rebuilt and repaired several times, but the nature of the
dry-masonry construction requires this type of maintenance. The cabin therefore
does not violate the criteria concerning reconstruction.

To prevent further collapse of masonry, the roof should be restored. A new gable
on the south end will have to be built and debris should be removed from inside
the building. The building has potential as an interpretive tool in relating the
story of the silver miners and the opening of the Tioga Pass region. Maintenance
of the cabin'is adequate preservation for this resource.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mining activity on the crest and eastern slope of the central Sierra Nevada is closely
interwoven with events leading to the formation of Yosemite National Park.  The

Great Sierra Mine (Dana Village) was the site of the most intensive, albelt unpro-
fitable, silver mining effort within the present park boundary and is of local
significance in 1ndustrz The cabin is of local significance architecturally; its type of
masonry construction is very rare, and it exhibits a high level of handcraftsmanship.
The Great Sierra Mine, originally called the "High Rock" or "Mt. Dana", was one of
several claims located along a ledge atop Tioga Hill and about 800 feet south of the
fabled Sheepherder Lode, reputed to be a fabulously rich silver vein. The Lode was
discovered in 1860 and rediscovered in 1874 by a young sheepherder, Thomas Brusky, Jr.
Brusky and others staked claims along the Sheepherder and the adjacent ledge, and

the ensuing seven years produced a confusing litany of title changes, counterclaims,
etc. In 1881 the Great Sierra Consolidated Silver Mining Company purchased all claims
in the immediate vicinity of Tioga Hill. The company established the mountaintop
community of Dana, including a post office branch, that same year, intending to work
the mining operation year-round. Living conditions at c. 11,000 feet were difficult
and the miners soon relocated at "Bennettville" near the northern base of Tioga Hill.

Originally the company sank two shafts at the Great Sierra Mine, going down 100 feet
before summit work was abandoned in favor of a tunnel through the side of the hill
that would intersect both silver ledges. Driving a tunnel into extremely hard rock
required special drilling machinery. It took more than two months to haul eight tons
of equipment the nine miles from the foot of Bloody Canyon to the Great Sierra Mine
tunnel. The equipment was transported on 6 heavy sleds by 10 to 12 men and 2 mules.
One section required an almost vertical climb of 2,160 feet.

In 1884 the tunnel had been driven 1,784 feet and more than $300,000 expended when the
Great Sierra Consolidated Silver Mining Company collapsed and closed down operations.

The claim changed hands several times and in 1933 work was resumed with modern equip-

ment. The tunnel was driven several hundred feet further without striking the Sheep-

herder Lode and the second ill-fated operation ended. Today the National Park Service
controls access to the mine tunnel.

The mining activity on Tioga Hill attracted hundreds of men and women to Yosemite's
high Sierra region. Conservationists, already lobbying to establish a federal reserve
that would abolish grazing in Tuolumne Meadows and the indiscriminate cutting of trees
in the sugar pine tracts, agitated anew over the potential destruction of spectacular
scenery caused by mining. It is difficult to assess whether Tioga Hill and its environs
would have been included in the boundaries delineating Yosemite National Park in 1890

if the Sheepherder Lode had proven to contain factual, instead of legendary, wealth.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A complete delineation of the boundaries of the Great Sierra Mine could probably
be ascertained from the title patent to the mine. The prime resources on the

site are the drywall masonry cabin and the ruins of the other structures on the
summit of Tioga Hill
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