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Kidder-Covered Bridge
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CATEGORY 

(Check One)

n District Q Building

L~H Site 3 Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

|| In Process 

| | Being Considered

STATUS

29 Occupied 

II Unoccupied 

I | Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
CD Restricted 

CT Unrestricted 

D No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

\ I Agricultural

[ | Commercial

| | Educational

I | Entertainment

[ | Government

| | Industrial

Q] Military

I| Museum

[~| Private Residence

I I Religious

n Scientific

Transportation 

Other (Specify)

I I Comments
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OWNER'S NAME:

Town of Grafton
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Grafton

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Office of Town Clerk
STREET AND NUMBER:

(no street number)
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Grafton

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1973 Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Vermont Div.ision of Historic Sites
STREET AND NUMBER:

Pavilion Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Montpelier



CONDITION
[XI Excellent [

(Xl Altered

Z] Good

(Check One)

n

D Fair

(Check One) 

\ I Deteriorated

Unaltered

O Ruins F~| Unexposed

D Moved

(Check One) 

fir] Original Site

The Kidder Covered Bridge consists of a single span supported 
by two flanking timber queenpost through trusses. Iron 
suspension rods augment the vertical timbers in the trusses. 
Timbers, joined longitudinally by steel plates, have been 
added to the bridge under the trusses. The bridge has the 
form of a parallelogram,..with, a skew of 15 degrees from the 
perpendicular between the flanking trusses. The abutments 
which support the ends of the bridge are constructed of stone" 
slabs faced with concrete. The bridge is 66 feet long and 
15 feet wide, with a 12-foot roadway.

On the exterior, the heavy timbers which form the queenpost 
trusses of the bridge are sheathed with flush boards hung 
vertically. Similar siding protects the ends of the trusses 
immediately inside the portals. There are no windows or 
openings in the siding. The gable ends are flat and sheathed 
with vertical flush boards. The roof of the bridge is covered 
with corrugated metal sheeting.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
O Pre-Columbian! Q 16th Century 

G 15th Century ' D ^th Century

Q T8th Century 

S3 19th-century"

Q, 20fh Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) <~ j 1 8

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal

[ | Prehistoric

Q Historic 

[~1 Agriculture 

£jj] Architecture 

D Art 
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| | Conservation
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(jjj Engineering 
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Architecture 
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Political
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[~~| Sculpture
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50 Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kidder Covered Bridge is the only 19th century covered 
bridge remaining in Grafton township. Among the covered 
bridges of Windham County, it is the shortest bridge and the 
only example of queenpost truss construction. The Kidder 
bridge is one of the few bridges in Vermont to have been 
built on a skew.

Vermont f s covered bridges are among the state's most cherished 
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges 
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area 
of covered bridges in the country.1 Many of these bridges are 
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose 
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered 
until recently. However, extensive highway construction pro­ 
grams are now drastically changing the historic environment 
of,the state. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites wishes 
to extend the recognition and protection of the National Reg­ 
ister to the majority of the surviving covered bridges, in­ 
cluding the Kidder bridge.

1. R. S. Alien, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The 
Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957, p. 50.
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Morse, Victor (rev. by R. S. Al 
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Vt., 1S)60. 

Alien, Richard Sanders, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Ureene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

————————— | ———————————————————————— , ———————————————————————— 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees MinuJes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ° 
NE o , - o

SE- ' • °. ••••.." ° \ i .••- : ": 
SW . •< o, - ' » . o -t »

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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43 ° 10 ' 09 " 72 ° 36 ' 20"
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ORGANIZATION ' DATE

Vermont Division of Historic Sites • ^ay 16, 1973
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n state @9 Local Q
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/ Title Director of Historic Sites
State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Bate June 1, 1973
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Vermont 50

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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