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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kidder Covered Bridge consists of a single span supported
by two flanking timber queenpost through trusses.. Iron
suspension rods augment the vertical timbers in the trusses.
Timbers, joined longitudinally by steel plates, have been
added to the bridge under the trusses. The bridge has the
|form of a parallelogram,.with.a skew of 15 degrees from the
perpendicular between the flanking trusses. The abutments
which support the ends of the bridge are constructed of stone’
slabs faced with concrete. The bridge is 66 feet long and
|15 feet wide, with a 12-foot roadway.

On the exterior, the heavy timbers which form the queenpost
trusses of the bridge are sheathed with flush boards hung
vertically. Similar siding protects the ends of the trusses
immediately inside the portals. There are no windows or
openings in the siding. The gable ends are flat and sheathed
with vertical flush boards. The roof of the bridge is covered
with corrugated metal sheeting.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

bridge remaining in Grafton township. Among the covered

~grams are now drastically changing the historic environment

The Kidder Covered Bridge is the only 19th century covered

bridges of Windham County, it is the shortest bridge and the
only example of queenpost truss construction. The Kidder
bridge is one of the few bridges in Vermont to have been
built on a skew. ‘ ’

Vermont's covered bridges are among the state's most cherished
and symbolic historic resources. About one hundred bridges
still stand in the state, the greatest concentration by area
of covered bridges in the country.l Many of these bridges are
integral parts of unique architectural environments whose
physical setting and cultural context have been little altered
until recently. However, extensive highway construction pro-

of the state. The Vermont Division of Historic Sites wishes
to extend the recognition and protection of the National Reg-
ister to the majority of the surviving covered bridges, in-
cluding the Kidder bridge.

. T e N N

1. R. S. Allen, Covered Bridges of the Northeast, The
Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957, p. 50.
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Morse, Victor (rev. by R. S. Allen), Windham County's.Famous

Covered Bridges, The Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro,

vt 1960,

Allen, Richard Sanders, Cevered BridgeS'of‘the Northeast, The

Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, Vt., 1957.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Natxonal Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordmg to the crxterxa and procedures set
forth by the Natmnal Park Servxce
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State X} Local [
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