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(Winchester , Kass. K . R . A . ) 

Town WINCHESTER 

Address 103-105 Cambridge S t r ee t 

Historic Mame Patience & Sarah Gardner 

House 

Use: Present d w e l l i n g 

Original d w e l l i n g 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i r c a 1825 

Source Simond's l i s t 

Style Late Federa l 

Architect anonymous 

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings bam/ Q^, 

Major Alterations (with dates) windows of 

lower s t o r y enlargeoto f u l l - l e n g t h , 
sasn replacement , dates unknown 

Condition Good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage . 66̂  acre ll'O^oS 

Setting Suburban r e s iden t i a l along 

e a r l y road t o Cambridge 

Recorded by B e t t i n a Cooper 

Organization y./in^hoQ-fpT' H i s t o r i c a l Com  

Date 8/78; 10/87 r ev i sed bv H. V/hite 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Patience & Sarah Gardner House i s an important l o c a l 

example of the late Federal style and i s associated w i t h the 
Gardner family, whose members were among Winchester's e a r l i e s t 
s e t t l e r s . The Patience & Sarah Gardner House therefore meets 
'Criteria ^ and C of the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Patience &. Sarah Gardner House i s a vernacular example of the 
Federal s t y l e , a bu i l d i n g type associated with the r u r a l economy of 
Winchester during the early years of the nineteenth century. A l l of 
the available evidence supports a construction date between 1825 and 
1835. This house i s thought to have been b u i l t on the foundation 
of an e a r l i e r dwelling, b u i l t by Richard Gardner. Richard Gardner, 
an ancestor of Patience and Sarah, bought 3OO acres from Increase Nowell 
in 1659. 

The present house is a two and one-half story, rectangular plan 
dv/elling with a gable roof of low pitch. A single rear wall chimney 
offset to the right survives. The five-bay facade organization consists 
of paired outer windov/s, v/ith the center window aligned with the 
entrance. The slender entrance door reflects earlier Georgian period 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. • '. 

A house i n t h i s l o c a t i o n owned by Patience Gardner appears on the 
1831 map of Winchester, i n the part of tovm that was formerly included 

. i n Medford. Patience and Sarah Gardner acquired the property i n 1825 
from Benjamin Wyman, a r e l a t i v e (husband?) of t h e i r s i s t e r Lucy Gardner 

• Wyrana. The sister s l i v e d here u n t i l t h e i r deaths i n 1864 and 1857. 
In 1868 Abijah Thompson, bought the Gardner land, and sold or 

mortgaged several l o t s of the o r i g i n a l property. 
Thompson sold the property i n 1872 to George Rand and Frank Weston, 

who made a contract to "improve" the land. They i n t u m sold i t to 
John Kagee i n 187^. 

Joseph Tyler bought the house and land i n I883. Tyler was a memoer 
of the Winchester School Committee and Tovm Hal l Committee. 

The house has been erroneously called the "1776 House". 
Three hmdred acres of land surrounding the Gardner house were 

o r i g i n a l l y granted to Increase Nowell. He never b u i l t upon i t , and 
i n 1659 i t was bought by Richard Gardner, v/hose descendants l i v e d on 
parts of i t f o r almost 200 years. With the death of Richard Gardner, 
the gradual dispersion of his acreage began. One of his four sons, John, 
went to Harvard, and l a t e r became the minister of Stow. John's son 

. Henry was Treasurer of the Commonwealth during the Revolution. Henry's 
son, Henry J, Gardner, was a Govemor of Massachusetts. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps 
Deeds 
Historv of Winchester, by H. Chapman. 
Kendall Scrapbook #37, Winchester Arch iva l Center . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSI0N 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 
V/inchester 

Form No: 

23 

Property Namerp^^ignce & Sarah 

Gardner House 
Indicate each item on inventory f o m vAiich is being continued below. 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

p r o p o r t i o n s , and i s set beneath a l i n t e l v/hich i s Greek Rev iva l 
i n fo rm and sca le . A tv /o - s to ry g a b l e - r o o f e d e l l i s j o i n e d t o 
the main block o f the house a t a r i g h t angle on the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

Two o the r e a r l y houses assoc ia ted w i t h the Gardner f a m i l y stand 
nearby on Gardner P lace : the Gardner-Swan House ( c i r c a 176^, #22) ajid 
the Gardner Swaji e l l ( date unknovm, #37^ ) . 

1 . Sarah & Patience Gardner 1825-186^ 
2 . A b i j a h Thompson 186^-1872 
3. Rand & V/eston 1872-187^ 
4 . John & Eleanor iviagee 187^-1883 
5. Joseph T y l e r I883- I893 , :> 
6. George & Abby Bartlett ISSQ-^IQOO 
7. Bertha Fiske B r a d f o r d 1901^-19^ 
8. M a r j o r i e M. Hakanson 1946-1977 " 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 

i 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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for this property 
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