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Address 103-105 Cambridge Street
Historic Mare Patience & Sarah Gardner

House

Usss Present dwelling
Original dwelling

DESCRIPTION

Date circa 1825

Source Simond's |ist

Style Late Federal

Architect anonymous
Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings bamy Q"

Major Alterations (with dates) windows of
lower story enlargeoto full-length,

sasn replacement, dates unknown
Condition Good

Moved no Dete
Acreege . 66" acre [I'O"0S
Setting Suburban residential along

early road to Cambridge
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Patience & Sarah Gardner House i san important |ocal
exanple of thelate Federal style and i sassociated withthe
Gardner family, whose nmenbers were anong W nchester's earliest
settlers. The Patience & Sarah Gardner House therefore neets
‘Criteria ~ and Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.

ARH TECTURL. S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the comunity.

The Patience & Sarah Gardner House i sa vernacular exanple of the
Federal style, a building type associated with therural econonyof
W nchester during theearly years of thenineteenth century. All of
the available evidence supports a constructiondate between 1825 and
1835. This house i sthought t ohave been built onthefoundation
of an-earlier dwelling, built by Richard Gardner. Richard Gardner,
an fé]é:gestor of Patience and Sarah, bought 303D acres from Increase Nowell
In
The present house i s a two and one-half story, rectangul ar pl an
dv/elling with a gabl eroof of | owpitch. A singlerear wall chi mey
offset totheright survives. Thefive-bay facade organi zati on consi sts
of pairedouter windov/s, v/ith the center windowalignedwith the
entrance. The sl ender entrance door refl ects earlier Georgian peri od
H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Expl ain the rol e owners played inlocal or state hi st
buil ding rel ates tothe devel opnent of the comaunity. <

A house i nthis location owied by Patience Gardner appears on the
1831 nap of Wnchester, i nthepart of tovmthat was formerlyincluded
I nMedford. Patience and Sarah Gardner acquired theproperty i n 1825
from Benjamn Wnan, a relative (husbhand?) of their sister Lucy Gardner

 Wrana. The sisters lived here until their deaths i n1864 and 1857.

In 1868 Abi j ah Thonpson, bought t he Gardner |and, and sold or
mort gaged several [ots of theoriginal property.

Thonpson sold theproperty i n1872t o George Rand and Frank Weston,
who nade a contract t o"inprove" the land. They i ntumsold i t to
John Kagee i n 187".

Joseph Tyl er bought t he house andland i nl883. Tyler was a nenoer
of theWnchester School Commttee and TovmHall Commttee.

The house has been erroneously called the"1776 House".

Three hmdred acres of [and surrounding t he Gardner house were
originally granted t olncrease Nowell. He never built upon it, and
in 16591 twas bought by Richard Gardner, v/ihose descendants lived on
parts of i tfor almst 200years. Wth thedeath of Richard Gardner,
the gradual dispersionof his acrea% began. e of his four sons, John,
went t oHarvard, and|later becane themnister of Stow John's son
Henry was Treasurer of t he Coomonweal th during t he Revolution. Henry's
son, Henry J, Gardner, was a Govenor of Massachusetts.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coranunity: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMAISSION V/inchester 23
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Namerp™ignce & Sarah

Gardner House
Indicate each item on inventory f om VAiich is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

proportions, and is set beneath a lintel v/hich is Greek Revival
in form and scale. A tv/o-story gable-roofed ell is joined to
the main block of the house at a right angle on the north elevation.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Two other early houses associated with the Gardner family stand
nearby on Gardner Place: the Gardner-Swan House (circa 1767, #22) ajid
the Gardner Swaji ell ( date unknovm, #377).

Sarah & Patience Gardner 1825-186"
Abijah Thompson 1867-1872

Rand & V/eston 1872-187"

John & Eleanor iviagee 1877-1883
Joseph Tyler 1883-1893 , >
George & Abby Bartlett |SSQ-"1QO0
Bertha Fiske Bradford 19017-197°

Marjorie M. Hakanson 1946-1977 "
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Saple to Inventory form at bottom
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Gardner, Patience and Sarah, House
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MULTI PLE W nchester MRA
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STATE & GONTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
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