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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rice Meeting House is a modest log cabin situated on the east shore of Payette Lake
and is surrounded by mature evergreens. The rectangular building is approximately 60!
by 35' and has a gabled roof. Built by volunteer labor, it was constructed entirely

by hand, employing hand hewn logs and hand whittled pegs. The logs, with their squarred
ends, are joined with saddle notches,whichis typical of the Finnish style of building.

~ Long, horizontal windows with log frames are on the north and east sides. These have
no glass and interior shutters protect the interior from the elements. A door is
located in the center of the southside.

The interior is one large open space and the ceiling is open. The large log trusses
which support the toof are a major decorative, as well as functional, element.

There are no additions or alterations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rice Meeting House is architecturally, significant as a good example of Finnish log
cabin architecture in Idaho. The use of logs as a building material has been typical in
the Payette Lake and Long Valley areas from at least the 1890's, a period which saw a
heavy settlement of Finns in the region, due to its similar geographical and climatic
conditions and availability of good farm land.

The use of hand hewn logs and pegs, to the exclusion of nails, reflect the work of a
craftsman and distinguish this structure from many of its more recent log neighbors.
Finnish carpenter Gus Gustafson supervised the construction of this meeting house and

the logs were placed so skillfully under his direction that no chinking was necessary.
Gustafson migrated to America from Finland and resided in Wisconsin and Wyoming prior to-
moving to Idaho. Although the name is Swedish, this man was definitely of Finnish ances-

»

‘tory, having come from a town close to the Swedish border.

The Rice Meeting House was built by the Idaho Conference of Congregational Churches as
the center of a summer retreat camp. The church still maintains the property for the
purpose. After its completion the camp was named "Pilgrim Cove," an apellation which
has since been applied to the entire area. As such the meeting house is a local land-
mark, as well as one of the better crafted and preserved log buildings in the south-
west Idaho.
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Two architectural traditions seem to have been at work in the construction of the
Rice Meeting House, a log assembly ha 11which is the original, and still the most
important structure at the Pilgrim Cove Congregational Camp at the edge of Payette
Lake in Central Idaho. One of these traditions was that of Finnish log building
in Long Valley. The other was a '"'rustic" taste, frequently though not exclusively
associated with recreational architecture, which had been waxing with the rise

of auto travel throughout the 'twenties and would continue at least through the
depression era.

Log building among the Finnish immigrant population in Long Valley is a phenomenon
visible even today on the still-rural landscape. The preponderant surviving
building types are log barns and houses, among which some patterns of shape and
configuration can be discerned. Rice Meeting house, a simple rectangle in plan
with a gabled roof of bungaloid pitch, cannot be described as particularly Finnish
in profile; the saddle-notch corner joining system is also common to log buildings
constructed by a wide variety of ethnic groups. The characteristic which reflects
the fact that Rice Meeting House was built by a Finn is the lateral fitting of

the logs. Alice Koskella, a Preservation Office grant participant engaged in sites
survey of Long Valley Finnish structures, writes that she considers this building
Finnish in technique bec awse

. . . the one technique which I've become pretty certain is Finnish,
since doing this sites survey work, is a process called 'scribing" . . .
The process results in logs fitting tightly together, with no need

for chinking. The tool used to do this is called a vara. The builder
used this tool to etch lines inside and out, the length of each log,
that corresYonded to the outline of the log already set in the wall
beneath it.

This description is consistant with the observable characteristics of Rice Meeting
House, and also with an informal account of builder Gustafson at work:

He could take cut a straight edge along a sixty-foot log without
using a line. No chinking was necessary when under Gust's direction )
a log was put in place without benefit of even block and tackle . . .

The construction technique of the Rice Meeting House, then, relates to locally
available material and a folk-based technology. However the impetus for the build-
ing, and probably in part for its picturesque '"log cabin'" style, was the construction
not of a Finnish building but of a rustic retreat. In that sense the site clearly
relates to the picturesque recreational architecture described by Elisabeth Walton

in a useful article on 20th century auto accomodations. As Walton observes, this
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architecture arose in direct response to ''the development of statewide and inter-
state road systems for automobile traffic and the improvement of road-building
technology in the 1920's Cwhichl ushered in an era of unprecedented public mobility
across the country;" it was associated with a decided 'taste for storybook themes
and novelties." 1In the Northwest, as Walton demonstrates, the picturesque taste
was often enough expressed through use of log or log slabs: Nostalgic Log Cabin
Revival, another member of the Idaho sites survey staff has called it. The St.
"Georg Hotel in Ketchum, and nearer by, the Payette Lake Inn in McCall, are two
Idaho examples of the genre illustrated by Walton. The much more modest Rice
Meeting House is another, built for a church camp and similiarly aligned both

with the increasing use of family cars and the fashion for rustication. The founder
of Pilgrim Cove Camp expressed both these trends in his account of his first

summer in the woods, at a campsite rented by Congregationalists for three years
before the permanent location on Payette Lake was found.

Our trusty Ford, with bedding, food and clothing for six tied
on wherever we could find a place for it, bumped and swayed
over the road up the Payette River canyon, the good old Ford
engine never missing a beat. Our youngest, then less than two
years old, slept in the 1lid of our steamer trunk that month.
The rest of us made our beds out of fir branches and slept
under canvas. We cooked over an open fire and drew our water
from the river.

The meeting house was the first and for some years the only building on the camp
grounds. Campers still arriving by family car or rented bus slept in tents and
cooked outdoors. Small cabins were eventually built, but it was not until the
fifties that bunks were installed, showing that the picturesque, rusticating taste
of the 'twenties and ‘'thirties was well-received and long-lived in Idaho.

1Letter from Alice Koskella, 10 September 1979, on file at Idaho State
Historical Society, Boise, Idaho.

2The Reverend Claton Rice, quoted in The Idaho Daily Statesman, 1 September
1979, page 5B, col. 2.

3Elisabeth Walton, "Auto Accomodations," in Space, Style and Structure:
Building in Northwest America, Vol. 2 Thomas Vaughn, Ed., (Portland, 1974),
pp- 518, 525.
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4The Reverend Claton Rice, quoted in the Idaho Daily Statesman, 1
September, 1979, page 5B, col. 2.




