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Historic Name Hazen-Spiller House

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1724

local histor
Source y

First Period/Transitional
Style

Ar chitect Unknown
Exterior Wadl Fabric Iri ck

Outbuildings Garage - 20th c.

Mgor Alterations (with dates) Rear el
added bv Wallace Nutting, ca. 1915

Condition Good

Kovd No Date N/A

Acreace less than one acre

Setting Suburban street on a high
bank overlooking the Merrimac

River surrounded by early 20th c.

houses
Recorded by Anne Grady
Organization Boston University

Date June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Hazen Spiller House retains integrity of location, materials, workman-
ship and design In itsbrick construction and exposed frame. Built c.

1724 by Richard Hazen Jr., the house does not have a decorated frame and
has |ost over the years or in the modern restoration any identifiable
First Period finishes. However, notes nade by ar”tiquarian WIlliam Wallace
Taylor, who owned the house from 1911 to 1915 before selling It to
Nutting, indicate that the beans were originally exposed. Taylor said
that the beans found underneath two later ceilings, "all show the marks
and color of exposure to the air for a nunber of years before there was
any ceiling put on." [1] Exposure of the structural frame even i f un-
decorated is an expression of First Period architectural practices and
justifies consideration of the Hazen Spiller as a First Period building.

The Hazen-Spiller house fulfills CriterionC initssignificant contri-
bution to our know edge of First Period building practices. It is a rare
surviving exanmple of First Period brick masonry construction, and one of
only three in the present survey. The building is also significant as one
of two through-hall-plan houses in the survey. (The fact that the other
exanmple of a through hall plan is also a brick house suggests that plan

my have been chosen because brick construction facilitated the building
of end wall chimeys, rather than for reasons of style.)

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Hazen-Spiller house is a double-cell structure, 7 bays wide, one room
deep, 2 12 stories in height, with a through-hall plan, and Interior

chi meys at each end. The walls are brick, laid up in English bond with
three rows of stretchers per row of headers. Although sone of the bricks
are darkened, they form no particular chromatic pattern. Corbelled brick
string courses and segmental arches of stretcher bricks over the w ndows
adorn the walls. Wallace Nutting, who restored the house in 1915,
Installed casement dianmond-paned, |eaded-glass wi ndows with transom bars
two thirds of the way up the window. Wndows are double easements except
in the end bays where single casements are used. Nutting added a
double-leafed door formed of vertical boards on the interior and studded
with nails in a diamnd pattern. (Evidence showed that the original door
had been double-leafed.) Nutting also built the one story brick rear el l
in 1915 The rear part of the el | straddles the property line of an
abutting lot, on which one outbuilding, a 20th-century garage, is located.

MAJCR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

First Period features in the form of oak ceiling framng originally
exposed, although undecorated, and a fireplace with rear corner ovens, are
seen in the, first floor rooms. An occasional beam is exposed in the

second floor roons.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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In the left-hand (west) room the transverse summer beam 8 12
inches wide is unchanmfered. Joist spacing is 22 12 inches on
centers. The south, east, and north walls of the room appear to
retain early plaster. The fireplace is 4 feet, 10 inches high by 7
feet, 9 inches wide. Notes for Nutting's architect, Henry Charles
Dean, indicate that the oven in the left-hand corner isoriginal,
having survived |ater remodelings of the firebox. The oven in the
right-hand corner was rebuilt in 1915 to match left-hand one.
Al though the ovens are in the side walls, their openings are set on
an angle in the corner, supported by corbelled bricks below. The
bul bous exterior forms of these beehive ovens my be seen in the
closets flanking the fireplace. An historic photograph shows the
| eft-hand beehive before the restoration partially intact. The
;estored ovens are based at least in part, then, on the original,
orm

In the right-hand room the chimey girt is exposed, but

unchanfered. The summrer beam i s boxed and the ceiling plastered.
Joist spacing deduced from nail evidence is 22 12 inches on
centers. The walls retain areas of original plaster. The fireplace
presumably restored in 1915 based on evidence found is 4 feet 8
inches high by 6 feet 10 inches wide. There is a snoke panel with
stepped sides, similar to that in the west fireplace

In the central stair hall, the early, perhaps original square newel
post and hand rail molded on both sides survive, while the balusters

are a restoration feature.

In the upstairs rooms, chimmey girts and rear plate are partially
exposed, but unchanfered. The fireplace opening, presumably restored
from existing evidence, are nearly square at 47 inches high and 48
inches wide and have straight sides. Areas of original plaster
survive wupstairs also

n the attic there are six sets of principal rafters, bridle jointed

|
?t the ridge, three purlins per slope and one at the ridge. Chi mey

oundaEions in,the cellar are brick arches set against fieldstone
(oY lon~ wails.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Nutting installedvertical board sheathing with a narrow bead on the
fireplace walls in each room Fireplaces are slightly recessed and
have simple mantel shelves. Nutting exposed the sunmer beam and
joists in the left-hand room and applied plaster between the joists
The wooden finishes Nutting created are not based on First Period
precedent. They are significant for the part they play in Nuttings'
widely distributed photographs of historic interiors, providing a
background for the antiques Nutting depicted. The wooden finishes

2.

Staple to Inventory form at botto»
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are also significant as an integral part of Nutting's concept for
this particular house i nhischain of historic houses.

H STCR CAL | NFCRVATI ON

The house i s associated with the early 20th century antiquarian and
restoration novenents, andwith theinfluential Rev. Wallace

Nutting. Nutting sought t oenhance appreciationof Early American
houses and antiques first through his ﬁhotographs sold individually
and published i nbooks and then throu t he chain of historic houses
he operated between 1915 and 1918. The west room and east chanber of
the Hazen Spiller House arepictured i nNutting's Furniture

Treasury. Nutting purchased and restored t helronworks House i n
Saugus, the Cutter-Bartlett House i n Newburyport and t he

Ventwort h-Gardner House i n Portsmouth, New Hanpshire i nadditionto
the Hazen Spiller House. Nutiing's rather ambitious objectivefor
the houses was "To show the entire devel opment of American domestic
architecture and furnishing, from the settlement t othe decline of e
taste, as the eighteenth century went out," [2]as he stated i n t he
gui debook. Chain of Picture Houses.

_Nutting's restoration of the Hazen-Spiller house cannot be
considered historically accurate, andi nfact, resulted in the
removal of many early early i f not ori?inal finishes from the house.
However, Nutting should be recognized for hisrole in developing
American appreciationof Colonial architecture and antiques I n the
early 20th century.

REFERENCES

1. Notes on the Hazen House, Haverhill, copied for M. W W Taylor,
fJ|u||¥ 7; 1914 [attributed t oTaylor by Cunm ngs] Correspondence

2. Christopher Muridy, "Dr. Wallace Nutting's Historic Houses,"
unpublished paper, Boston University, 1981:27.
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