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49 

Town H a v e r h i l l oof 
Address 8 Grove l and S t r e e t 

H i s to r i c Name H a z e n - S p i l l e r House 

Use: Present Residence 

Or ig ina l Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

ca. 1724 Date 

Source 

Style 

l o c a l h i s t o r y 

F i r s t P e r i o d / T r a n s i t i o n a l 

Architect 
Unknown 

!r i ck Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings Garage - 20th c. 

Major Alterations (with dates) Rear ei 

added bv W a l l a c e N u t t i n g , ca . 1915 

Condition Good 

Koved No Date N/A 

Acreace l e s s than one ac re 

Se t t ing Suburban s t r e e t on a h i g h 

bank o v e r l o o k i n g the Merr imac 

R i v e r surrounded by early 20th c. 

Z E N 

rn REFERENCE 19 / 331-160 / A737-180 

•SS QUADRANGLE Haverh i l l 

1:25,000 

houses 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organization Bos ton U n i v e r s i t y 

Date June 1986 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hazen S p i l l e r House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workman­
ship and design I n i t s b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n and exposed frame. B u i l t c. 
1724 by Richard Hazen J r . , the house does not have a decorated frame and 
has l o s t over the years or i n the modern r e s t o r a t i o n any i d e n t i f i a b l e 
F i r s t Period f i n i s h e s . However, notes made by ar^tiquarian W i l l i a m Wallace 
Taylor, who owned the house from 1911 t o 1915 before s e l l i n g I t to 
N u t t i n g , i n d i c a t e t h a t the beams were o r i g i n a l l y exposed. Taylor s a i d 
t h a t the beams found underneath two l a t e r c e i l i n g s , " a l l show the marks 
and color of exposure t o the a i r f o r a number of years before there was 
any c e i l i n g put on." [ 1 ] Exposure of the s t r u c t u r a l frame even i f un­
decorated i s an expression of F i r s t Period a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r a c t i c e s and 
j u s t i f i e s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the Hazen S p i l l e r as a F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g . 

The Hazen-Spiller house f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i o n C i n i t s s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n to our knowledge of F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g p r a c t i c e s . I t i s a rare 
s u r v i v i n g example of F i r s t Period b r i c k masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n , and one of 
only three i n the present survey. The b u i l d i n g i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as one 
of two t h r o u g h - h a l l - p l a n houses i n the survey. (The f a c t t h a t the other 
example of a through h a l l plan i s also a b r i c k house suggests t h a t plan 
may have been chosen because b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n f a c i l i t a t e d the b u i l d i n g 
of end w a l l chimneys, r a t h e r than f o r reasons of s t y l e . ) 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Hazen-Spiller house i s a d o u b l e - c e l l s t r u c t u r e , 7 bays wide, one room 
deep, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , w i t h a t h r o u g h - h a l l plan, and I n t e r i o r 
chimneys a t each end. The w a l l s are b r i c k , l a i d up i n English bond w i t h 
three rows of s t r e t c h e r s per row of headers. Although some of the b r i c k s 
are darkened, they form no p a r t i c u l a r chromatic p a t t e r n . Corbelled b r i c k 
s t r i n g courses and segmental arches of s t r e t c h e r b r i c k s over the windows 
adorn the w a l l s . Wallace N u t t i n g , who r e s t o r e d the house i n 1915, 
I n s t a l l e d casement diamond-paned, leaded-glass windows w i t h transom bars 
two t h i r d s of the way up the window. Windows are double easements except 
i n the end bays where s i n g l e casements are used. N u t t i n g added a 
double-leafed door formed of v e r t i c a l boards on the i n t e r i o r and studded 
w i t h n a i l s i n a diamond p a t t e r n . (Evidence showed t h a t the o r i g i n a l door 
had been double-leafed.) N u t t i n g also b u i l t the one s t o r y b r i c k rear e l l 
i n 1915. The rear p a r t of the e l l s t r a d d l e s the property l i n e of an 
a b u t t i n g l o t , on which one o u t b u i l d i n g , a 20th-century garage, i s located. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s i n the form of oak c e i l i n g framing o r i g i n a l l y 
exposed, although undecorated, and a f i r e p l a c e w i t h rear corner ovens, are 
seen i n t h e , f i r s t f l o o r rooms. An occasional beam i s exposed i n the 
second f l o o r rooms. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa 
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I n the l e f t - h a n d (west) room, the transverse summer beam, 8 1/2 
inches wide i s unchamfered. J o i s t spacing i s 22 1/2 inches on 
centers. The south, east, and n o r t h w a l l s of the room appear to 
r e t a i n e a r l y p l a s t e r . The f i r e p l a c e i s 4 f e e t , 10 inches high by 7 
f e e t , 9 inches wide. Notes f o r N u tting's a r c h i t e c t , Henry Charles 
Dean, i n d i c a t e t h a t the oven i n the l e f t - h a n d corner i s o r i g i n a l , 
having survived l a t e r remodelings of the f i r e b o x . The oven i n the 
right-hand corner was r e b u i l t i n 1915 t o match l e f t - h a n d one. 
Although the ovens are i n the side w a l l s , t h e i r openings are set on 
an angle i n the corner, supported by c o r b e l l e d b r i c k s below. The 
bulbous e x t e r i o r forms of these beehive ovens may be seen i n the 
c l o s e t s f l a n k i n g the f i r e p l a c e . An h i s t o r i c photograph shows the 
l e f t - h a n d beehive before the r e s t o r a t i o n p a r t i a l l y i n t a c t . The 
r e s t o r e d ovens are based at l e a s t i n p a r t , then, on the o r i g i n a l , 
form. 

I n the right-hand room, the chimney g i r t i s exposed, but 
unchamfered. The summer beam i s boxed and the c e i l i n g p l a s t e r e d . 
J o i s t spacing deduced from n a i l evidence i s 22 1/2 inches on 
centers. The w a l l s r e t a i n areas of o r i g i n a l p l a s t e r . The f i r e p l a c e , 
presumably r e s t o r e d i n 1915 based on evidence found i s 4 f e e t 8 
inches high by 6 f e e t 10 inches wide. There i s a smoke panel w i t h 
stepped sides, s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n the west f i r e p l a c e . 

I n the c e n t r a l s t a i r h a l l , the e a r l y , perhaps o r i g i n a l square newel 
post and hand r a i l molded on both sides s u r v i v e , w h i l e the b a l u s t e r s 
are a r e s t o r a t i o n f e a t u r e . 

I n the u p s t a i r s rooms, chimney g i r t s and rear p l a t e are p a r t i a l l y 
exposed, but unchamfered. The f i r e p l a c e opening, presumably restored 
from e x i s t i n g evidence, are n e a r l y square at 47 inches high and 48 
inches wide and have s t r a i g h t sides. Areas of o r i g i n a l p l a s t e r 
s u r v i v e u p s t a i r s a l s o . 

I n the a t t i c there are s i x sets of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s , b r i d l e j o i n t e d 
at the r i d g e , three p u r l i n s per slope and one at the r i d g e . Chimney 
foundations i n , t h e c e l l a r are b r i c k arches set against f i e l d s t o n e 
founaation w a i l s . 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

N u t t i n g i n s t a l l e d v e r t i c a l board 
f i r e p l a c e w a l l s i n each room. F 
have simple mantel shelves. Nut 
j o i s t s i n the l e f t - h a n d room and 
The wooden f i n i s h e s N u t t i n g crea 
precedent. They are s i g n i f i c a n t 
w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d photographs o 
background f o r the antiques Nutt 

sheathing w i t h a narrow bead on the 
i r e p l a c e s are s l i g h t l y recessed and 
t i n g exposed the summer beam and 
a p p l i e d p l a s t e r between the j o i s t s , 

ted are not based on F i r s t Period 
f o r the p a r t they play i n Nuttings' 

f h i s t o r i c i n t e r i o r s , p r o v i d i n g a 
i n g depicted. The wooden f i n i s h e s 

-2-
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are also s i g n i f i c a n t as an i n t e g r a l part of Nutting's concept for 
t h i s p a r t i c u l a r house i n his chain of h i s t o r i c houses. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s associated with the early 20th century antiquarian and 
restoration movements, and with the i n f l u e n t i a l Rev. Wallace 
Nutting. Nutting sought to enhance appreciation of Early American 
houses and antiques f i r s t through his photographs sold i n d i v i d u a l l y 
and published i n books and then through the chain of h i s t o r i c houses 
he operated between 1915 and 1918. The west room and east chamber of 
the Hazen S p i l l e r House are pictured i n Nutting's Furniture 
Treasury. Nutting purchased and restored the Ironworks House i n 
Saugus, the Cu t t e r - B a r t l e t t House i n Newburyport and the 
Wentworth-Gardner House i n Portsmouth, New Hampshire i n addition to 
the Hazen S p i l l e r House. Nutiing's rather ambitious objective for 
the houses was "To show the e n t i r e development of American domestic 
architecture and furnishing, from the settlement to the decline of • 
taste, as the eighteenth century went out," [2]as he stated i n the 
guidebook. Chain of Picture Houses. 

_ Nutting's restoration of the Hazen-Spiller house can not be 
considered h i s t o r i c a l l y accurate, and i n fa c t , resulted i n the 
removal of many early early i f not o r i g i n a l finishes from the house. 
However, Nutting should be recognized for his role i n developing 
American appreciation of Colonial architecture and antiques i n the 
early 20th century. 

REFERENCES 

1. Notes on the Hazen House, Haverhill, copied for Mr. W. W. Taylor, 
July 7, 1914 [ a t t r i b u t e d to Taylor by Cummings] Correspondence 
f i l e , SPNEA. 

2. Christopher Muridy, "Dr. Wallace Nutting's H i s t o r i c Houses," 
unpublished paper, Boston University, 1981:27. 
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