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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The school faces southeast and stands on the northwest side 
of the village green next to the Joseph Carpenter Silver 
smith Shop. It is a single room brick structure with a gambrel 
roof of wooden shingles. It is topped by a wooden belfry. The 
building is one and a half stories high and its dimensions 
are nearly identical to those of the shop next door. /

The paneled door to the front of the school is located on 
the east end of the front of the school. Opposite it and 
on the rear of the building (northwest side) is a plank 
door. AH the windows have twelve over twelve sash. The 
building rests on a stone foundation and there are stone 
steps at front and in the rear. oo
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This building is significant because of its situation on the 
Norwichtown green, its relation to the Joseph Carpenter Shop 
(also a National Register Nomination), and because it is one ..... 
of the earliest brick school houses still standing in the 
state.

The school was named for Dr. Daniel Lathrop because of his 
efforts in fostering its erection. Dr. Lathrop left a 
legacy of 500 pounds for an endowed free grammar school in 
17&2. Later it was occupied by the Noah Webster Literary 
Association. It is now used by the City of Norwich for 
Municipal elections.

The scale, size, and color of the building is identical to 
that of the Joseph Carpenter Shop immediately to the southwest. 
Taken together they are a diminutive pair which documents a 
common early American solution to the need for single room 
facilities, although the fact that the schoolhouse was built 
of brick suggests that whereas the silversmith shop was simply 
utilitarian,the schoolhouse was built with an eye to the future 
and was intended to last a long time.
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Marian K. O'Keefe and Catharine Smith Doroshevich. Norwich
Historic Homes and Families. Stonington, Connecticut: The
Pequot Press, Inc., 1967.
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