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_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Robbers Roost is a two-story building made of square-hewn 
logs with a porch and second-story balcony across the front, 
facing southwest away from the adjacent highway. It measures 
approximately 50 feet by 20 feet. On the ground floor was 
a barroom; the upper floor contained a dance hall. It is 
believed that a separate structure containing rooms for 
transients was located in back of this structure, but was 
torn down in the 1880*s. The logs for the building were 
cut and sawed locally, at John Gammell's saw mill on Mill 
Creek.

The building today is open to the public as a tourist 
attraction. It is in good condition and has not been sub 
stantially altered. However, the southeast wall is bulging 
slightly and requires repair and the interior plaster has 
deteriorated with much of the lath exposed. The building 
was reroofed by the County in the early 1970 f s.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1860*3 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Peter Daly

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pete Daly built this two-story road house/stage station to 
serve travellers on the busy road between the rich gold- 
strike towns of Virginia City and Bannack. It was on this 
road that the notorious Henry Plummer gang conducted numerous 
robberies and menaced travellers. According to legend, the 
gang is supposed to have used this building to plot their 
deeds, and some claim that Daly was a member of the gang. 
Others maintain that Daly had nothing to do with the outlaws 
and that this particular structure was erected in 1866-67, 
(three years after the Plummer gang was captured and hanged in 
1863-64). Since these events did occur, at or near Daly's 
Place, this stage station has, over the years, become known 
as "Robbers Roost".

In 1875, Bill Fairweather, one of the six original discoverers 
of gold in famous Alder Gulch, died here at the age of 39. He 
was buried in Virginia City at the expense of his friends, having 
found and lost a fortune.

The Roost also has a more recent history. In the early 1930's, 
the citizens of Madison County contributed funds for the 
acquisition and maintenance of the structure by the County. 
It was their belief that the building represented an integral 
part of their past and as such should be in public ownership.

Robbers Roost is a colorful link in the histories of the 
territorial capitals of Virginia City and Bannack. It is one 
of few surviving log stage stations in good repair, and is 
typical of such structures, which represents a fairly rare 
class of frontier architecture.
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