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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pu'u o mahuka heiau (HASS-50-0A-F1-1) is situated on a high bluff 300 feet above
the sea, overlooking Waimea Bay. About 570' x 170' in size, this is_the largest
heiau on 0'ahu and is of the low-walled court platform typle temple. Three
adjoining enclosures form what seems to be the heiau proper with two smaller
enclosures on the sea side lower on the bluff at the edge of the pali (cliff),

one directly in front of the other. These two average about 25' by 35' with low
surrounding stone walls. The lower enclosure of the heiau proper is small and is
said by Thrum to be of more modern construction ''to commemorate a kahuna's (priest's)
successful wager with an alii (royal persomn), but it is no part of it (the heiau)."
Together the two larger enclosures are 520 feet in length. The lower contains a
maze of small, low stone walls; the upper enclosure contains smaller terraces and
platforms. It is thought probable that the bodies of Captain George Vancouver's
men were sacrificed at this heiau. They were killed by the natives in May 1792
when attempting to procure water for the Daedalus at the mouth of the Waimea River.

According to Stokes the upper terrace was once paved with large stone slabs which
were reported in 1962 (Schumacher) to have been torn up and piled along the edge.

The heiau has not been restored and is relatively intact in a ruined condition.
Most of the brush has been cleared from within and immediately around the heiau
and the grounds are maintained as a small park. Schumacher reported minor repairs
made in 1960. The small amount of vegetation growing within the walls is not so
profuse to prevent grasping the features. A road, partly paved, leads to the park.
A paved parking area lies adjacent to the heiau on the north side. The park is
surrounded by privately owned ranch land but the appearance of the vegetation
suggests that no cattle are grazing at the present time.

1. A detailed description of the heiau is contained in McAllister) although this
is based on investigations done in the early 1930's. Unfortunately, little
substantial research has been done since and the general outlines are drawn
from early studies. McAllister includes a ground plan of the heiau, a copy
of which is included with this inventory. His description is still essentially
correct, although repeated visits to the site indicate that rocks and rock
features are frequently modified by unknown visitors acting on their own.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The appearance of Pu'u o mahuka heiau is physically and scenically impressive. It
is the largest heiau on O'ahu and according to Schumacher '"is probably the most
important single heiau on the Hawaiian Islands and O'hau's greatest priests came
from this district."
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Verbal Boundary Descriction

The boundary of Pu'u o mahuka heiau is shown in red on the copy of the
enclosed Tax Map Key entitled:

Enlarged section of Tax Map Key--Zone 5, Sec. 9, Plat 05 for O'ahu, current
as of August 1978. Source: Tax Map Bureau, State of Hawaii. The boundary
includes the current parcel 68 known as the Puu-o-mahuka Heiau Site of 4.00
acres and additional private lands encompassed by a line geginning at the
west corner of the heiau site and running westerly along the north boundary
of parcel 21 to the Waimea benchmark, thence returning east along the bed

of Kalahopele Gulch for a distance of about 1800 feet; thence in a straight
line, wouth-southwesterly to the north boundary of parcel 21; thence westerly
to the point of origin.

Justification: The boundary encompasses the heiau itself and the small park
area surrounding it. In addition it incorporates 2 small enclosures said to
be related to the heiau proper. Additionally it incorporates the bluff
itself on which the heiau is located.

GPO 892 455



