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The Berger Factory retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and
wor knanshi E l'tisatypical tumof-the-century vernacular factory buildi ng.

Little i s known about eitlJier George Mbffette, the architect of the main building, or
about Hentry J. Preston, the architect of the wing, except that both practiced in
Boston from about 1865t 01912. The few buildings attributed to theminclude stores,
banks, houses and tentments.

Al though the Berger Factory is anattractive building, it issignificant primarily
for non-architectural reasons. Roxbury has had along history of industrial

devel opnent, and the Berger Gagay was aninportant part of alate phase of that
devel oprent . ?

The Ber ger Gonpany, manufacturers of engineering and surveying instruments, was

founded i n 1871 by Christian Louis Berger. Berger was bomin Gernany and served

aEls% |an :jnstrunent-nak| ng apprentice withthe firmof Cooke, Troughton and Srans i n
gl and.

The firmwas first |ocated i n downtown Boston andwas known as Buff and Berger. | n
the 1890's. Buff and Berger dissolved their partnership, andthe firmwas known as
CL Berger and Sons. I n 1902 they noved t o Roxbury andbuilt the buildingat
37WIlianms Street, which was occtpied by the firmuntil it noved to Mattapan i n 1976.

Before 1871 precisionengineering and surveying instruments were nearly all inported
from Gernany or England. The Berger Qomaary was one of the first Anerican firms to
manufacture them and it qui ckly becane the | eader of the field. Berger Instnments
were used i nthe surveying and constructionof the Panana Canal and i nthe

construction of many NewYork City skyscrapers. They were also tosed i nthe polar ,
expeditions of Byrd and Perry andinthe United State Coast and Geodetic Survey. or
During World Vér |1, the firm establisheddesign |evel standards for engineering
instruments. Berger Instruments were also used at the highest point i nNorth Arerica
during Bradford Vshbums expeditionto [Vount MKinley. Another inportant usewas i n
the constructionof the Boul der Camandthe Tennessee Val | ey Authority.






Berger Factory,
37 Williams Street
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