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, DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Manse stands on Round H i l l in Northan^Jton, overlooking the city, toward the Holyoke 
Range, and the Connecticut River. I t is set back from the road, behind a row of maple 
trees, on an acre of land in a residential district. 

The house is 2% stories high with a gambrel roof and gables to the side. The facade, on 
Prospect Street, is five bays wide with a center entry. This entrance is protected by a 
pedimented porch supported by four slender columns. The two interior chimneys are painted 
white as is the clapboard sheathing. At the attic level are three dormers; the center 
one has a segmental pediment, and the other two have hipped roofs. Fenestration, through­
out, is six-over-six sash and capped by a projecting triangular pediment, except on the 
second floor facade, where the lintels of the windows are flush with the frieze of the 
comice. The cornice projects and is supported by modillions. An entrance on the south 
elevation is protected by a f l a t roofed porch which is ornamented by delicate Gothic 
tracery. To the rear of the house, on the west elevation, is a 2% story e l l . On the 
north elevation is a one story modem porch that extends the width of the side. 

On the ridge of the roof is a square cupola, with double round arched windows and a 
hipped roof. Like the Gothic porch, the cupola is a 19th century addition. Also on the 
well kept grounds is an octagonal, lattice-enclosed gazebo of about 1880. 

In 1685, the Reverend Solomon Stoddard built on this site a house which is no longer 
extant. The rear e l l of the present house was built in 1744. This house was enlarged 
when the front gambrel roofed section was built by Solomon Stoddard in 1782. This date 
is supported by structural evidence and the building tradition of the Connecticut River 
Valley. 

In the nineteenth century several changes were made to the interior and exterior. Several 
fireplaces were reduced in size and marble mantles added. Hardwood floors were laid, 
and an Empire staircase was installed in the back hall. In 1876, Henry Hinckley re­
turned from the Philadelphia Centennial Exhibit and installed central heating and gas 
lights. He also built a wide veranda across the facade, added a two-story, three-sided 
bay with round arched windows to the westem end of the north elevation, the cupola, and 
fitted the f i r s t floor of the facade with long windows. 

When the Manse was converted to a tearoom and inn in the 1920's, the porch on the north 
elevation was added. During World War I I , Karl S. Putnam, a local architect and instruc­
tor at Smith College, restored the house. He removed the veranda on the facade, built 
the present porch, and replaced windows and pediments. Oliver W. Larkin, Professor of 
Art at anith College and recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for his book. Art and Life in 
America, designed and executed in the front hall and stairway, murals depicting North-
an^jton dwellings and meeting houses from throughout the history of the city. 
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Benjamin Hinkley, great-grandson of Seth Wright, converted The Manse to an Inn and 
Tearoom in the 1920's. 

The house was sold to Mrs. Dorothy Douglas in 1940. A well-known figure in the fields 
of education and Economic History, she was Professor of Labor Economics at Smith 
College. Mrs. Douglas was responsible for the restoration of The Manse. She also 
commissioned Oliver W. Larkin, the Pulitzer Prize winner, to execute the murals in 
the front hall and stairway. The subjects of the murals illustrate the architectural 
heritage of Northampton in scenes of events important to the city's history. 

#9: 
Printing Co., 1898, 1902, 
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