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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED iEORIGINALSITE
X.GOOD r —RUINS JIALTERED —MOVED DATE-
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Manse stands on Round Hi |l i nNorthan®Jton, overlookingthecity, toward the Hol yoke
Range, and the Connecticut River. |t is set back fromthe road, behind arowof naple
trees, onanacre of land i naresidential district.

The house i s 2%stories highwith aganbrel roof andgables t o the side. Thefacade, on
Prospect Street, isfive bays widewth acenter entry. This entrance isprotected by a
pedi mented porch supBorted y four slender colums. Thetwointerior chimeys are painted
white as i s the clapboard sheathing. At the attic level are three dorners; the center
one has a segnental pedinent, and the other two have hipped roofs. Fenestration, through-
out, is six-over-six sash and capped by aprojecting tri an?ul ar pedinent, except on the
second floor facade, where the [intels of the wndows are flush with the frieze of the
com ce. The corni Cede’Oj ects and i s supported by modillions. Anentrance onthe south
elevation i s protectedby aflat roofed porch which i s ornanented by delicate Gothic
tracery. Tothe rear of the house, onthe west elevation, isa 2%story ell. Qnthe
north elevation i s aone story modemporch that extends the wi dth of the side.

Qn the ri dPe of the roof i s asquare cupola, with double round arched wndows and a
hi pped roof. Like the Gothic porch, the cupola i s a 19th century addition. Aso on the
wel | kept grounds i s an octagonal, lattice-enclosed gazebo of about 1880.

In 1685, the Reverend Sol onon Stoddard built onthis site a house which isno |onger
extant. Therear ell of the present house was built i n1744. This house was enl ar ged
when the front ganbrel roofed section was built by Solonon Stoddard i n1782. This date
\i/SI |supported by structural evidence andthe building tradition of the Connecticut River
al | ey.

In the nineteenthcentury several changes were nade to the interior andexterior. Several
fireplaces were reduced 1 nsize and marble mantles added. Hardwood floors were |aid,

and an Enpire staircase was installed i nthe back hall. |n 1876, I-bnr%/ H nckl eyre-
turned fromthe Philadel phia Centennial Exhibit andinstalled central heating and gas
lights. Healsohbuilt awde veranda across the facade, added a two-story, three-sided
bay with round arched w ndows to the westemend of the north elevation, the cupola, and
fitted the first floor of the facade with |ong w ndows.

Wien t he Minse was converted to a tearoom andinninthe 1920's, the porch onthe north
el evation was added. During Vorld Vér |1, Karl S Putnam alocal architect andinstruc-
tor at Smth College, restored the house. He renoved the veranda onthe facade, huilt
the present porch, andreplaced w ndows and pedi ments. O iver W Larkin, Professor of
Art at anith College andrecipient of the Pulitzer Prize for his book. Art andLifein
Arerica, designed and executed i nthe front hall andstairway, nurals depicting North-
an®jton dwel | i ngs and neeting houses fromthroughout the history of the city.
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Benjamn Hinkl ey, great-grandson of Seth Wight, converted The Minse to an Inn and
Tearoomi nthe 1920's.

The house was sold toMs. Dorothy Douglas in 1940. Awell-known figure inthe fields
of educationand Economc History, shewas Professor of Labor Economcs at Smth
Col | ege. M. Douglas was responsible for the restoration of The Minse. She al so
conmssioned Oiver W Larkin, the Pulitzer Prize winner, to execute themurals i n
the front hall and stairway. The subjects of thenurals illustrate the architectural
heritage of Northanpton i nscenes of events inportant tothecity's history.

#9:
Printing ., 1898, 1902,
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