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The Natick Center Historic D i s t r i c t i s the geographic and t r a d i t i o n a l business center 
of Natick. The d i s t r i c t l i e s at the intersection of two major roads through town. 
Route 135 and Route 27, l o c a l l y known as Central street and Main Street. The area 
has been the focal point for commercial, i n d u s t r i a l , r e l i g i o u s , c i v i c , and c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s since i t s o r i g i n during the early 19th century. 

The center of Natick was destroyed by f i r e on January 13, 1874, and almost a l l of 
the p r i n c i p a l downtown buildings were leveled. Between 1874 and 1888, twelve buildings 
w i t h i n the present d i s t r i c t were r e b u i l t (two buildings survived the f i r e ) . The 
result i s an area of remarkable cohesiveness and architectural unity. Harmor^ of 
st y l e , scale, color, and texture provide an overall 19th century character to the area. 
The compact setting of buildings along Main Street creates a continuous "building 
w a l l " on either side of the street. This enclosure i s completed on one end by the 
mansard roofed baseball factory. The Town common l i e s at the end. The area im­
mediately surrounding the d i s t r i c t i s pr i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l , with some commercial 
structures incongruous to the center. 

The d i s t r i c t i s comprised of f i f t e e n buildings, the most prominent being the F i r s t 
Congregational church, Morse I n s t i t u t e Library, Clark's Block, and the Masonic 
Temple Block. The dominant architectural s t y l e i s High Victorian Gothic. Other 
buildings are less extravagant i n style but include similar ornamentation and com­
patible building materials. The d i s t r i c t includes the oldest (reputed) baseball 
factory i n the nation, and a turn of the century diner. There i s one int r u s i o n . 

HOGAN'S BLOCK (#1) i s a two story brick structure b u i l t i n 1876. The building i s 
representative of a simple styl e of commercial architecture, with the exception 
of i t s corbelled brick d e t a i l i n g on the east facade parapet. The building plays 
an important role as a contributor to the t o t a l e f f e c t of Natick's 19th century image 
by being a part of the continuous western "building w a l l " on Main st r e e t . Windows 
were altered on the second f l o o r i n 1972. 

THE WALCOTT BUILDING (#2) i s a three story Richardsonian Romanesque structure 
designed by Boston architect J. William Beal. I t was constructed for $50,000 i n 
1888 by B. A. Sweetland, a local builder. The exterior walls are of brick and 
sandstone. Evidence of Richardsonian influence i s revealed by the weight and mass 
of these walls, arti c u l a t e d by the expression of stone against brick as st r u c t u r a l 
framework. Transoms divide high windows into rectangular l i g h t s , and the depth of 
the window reveals contribute further to the expression of the exterior walls as 
massive load bearing planes. The building has an octagonal t u r r e t turning the 
corner on Main and summer Streets. Two steeply pitched ridge roof dormers project 
to the north of the t u r r e t . - • • 

CLARK'S BLOCK (#3) was f i r s t b u i l t i n 1872, but burned i n the f i r e of 1874. That 
same year Nathaniel Clark duplicated the building i n plan, but increased i t s length 
from 100 feet to 260 feet on the same s i t e . The architectural s t y l e of Clark's 
Block i s I t a l i a n a t e . The introduction of stra i g h t sided window arched and the com­
bination of various forms of window openings are recognizable features of t h i s s t y l e . 
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The three story building faces east toward Main Street. I t i s dominated by i t s 
fourteen bay wide center section which i s crowned by a mansard roof. Two eight 
bay wide f l a t roofed wings project t o the north and south of t h i s section. The 
overhanging eaves are supported by double wooden brackets on the wide entablature 
of the bui l d i n g . Brick corner p i l a s t e r s are ornamented and capped by decorative 
capitals. Window cornices vary. I n the main section of the building's second story 
there are alternating rovind topped and triangular pediments, flanked by segmental 
arches with keystone, and topped by round arches on the t h i r d story. The north 
and south wings have precast jack arches on the second story, and segmental a r c h ^ 
with keystone on the t h i r d . Three ornamented s t r i n g courses run along both wings. 
Deep moldings aid r i c h wooden d e t a i l appear over the main center entrance on the 
facade. 

TWO STORY COMMERCIAL BLOCK (#4), b u i l t circa 1880, i s a siitple b r i c k building i n 
keeping with the remainder of the d i s t r i c t . • 

WINCH'S BLOCK (#5) was b u i l t i n 1875 i n a simple commercial styl e with some high 
Victorian Gothic features. I t i s p r i m a r i l y faced with b r i c k . The use of brick for 
arched window cornices, f o r s t r i n g courses expressing the f l o o r levels, and for a 
corbelled parapet i s representative of s k i l l e d workmanship with t h i s material. Copper 
gablets decorate the center of the western facade and the north elevation. The 
ground f l o o r was altered and re-faced with granite i n 1950, and windows have been 
replaced throughout. 

MASONIC BLOCK (#6), an excellent example of High Victorian Gothic, was b u i l t i n 1874. 
I t i s constructed of marble, stone, and bri c k . This variety of materials i s i l ­
l u s t r a t i v e of the tendancy t o create polychrome facades during t h i s period. Details 
are heavy and coarse, contributing to the overall e f f e c t of s o l i d i t y . 

The facade faces west. The three bay wide center section i s crowned by a gablet 
flanked by a pinnacle on each side. A corbelled table ornaments the parapet to 
either side of the center section; and ends at the corners i n two smaller pinnacles. 
Stone p i l a s t e r s define the center section, and a stone stringcourse delineates the 
second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . Second story windows are grouped i n pairs on the northern 
and southern end bays with a group of three i n the center section. A l l are headed 
by Gothic arches containing varied precast molded ornaments w i t h i n . Third story 
windows are grouped as those d i r e c t l y below them; each one i s separated from the 
next by a stone p i l a s t e r . These windows are headed by recessed segmental arches. 
The ground f l o o r storefront was modernized i n 1965. 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev, 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS u s e ONLY 

RECEIVED MAY 311977 

DATE ENTERED 

C O N T I N U A T I O N SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Natick Center Historic D i s t r i c t 7 2 

RICE'S BLOCK (#7) was b u i l t i n 1874-5 on the s i t e of the previous Rice's Block, 
which was destroyed i n the downtown f i r e . Another example of the simple commercial 
block s t y l e , the building i s t y p i c a l of t h i s era of business development, and 
remains an in t e g r a l part of the 19th century townscape. A molded brick ornament 
runs continuously along the parapet. The west facade windows on the second and 
t h i r d stories are grouped i n twos, each group flanked by a single window on either 
side. The doiible windows are headed by a segmentally arched ornament; the single 
windows by a f l a t stone l i n t e l . A l l these are t i e d together by a molded b r i c k s t r i n g ­
course. The ground f l o o r has been altered. 

WOODBURY'S BLOCK (#8) was b u i l t i n 1874 by loc a l contractors, underwood and Sweetland. 
I t i s a brick structure which was o r i g i n a l l y three s t o r i e s , but which has undergone 
extensive a l t e r a t i o n . The t h i r d f l o o r was removed, a new colonial b r i c k facade was 
added, and the i n t e r i o r was renovated f o r banking purposes, a l l i n 1936. Two additions 
to the rear were added i n 1965 and 1974. 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH (#9) was b u i l t i n 1875 i n the High Victorian Gothic 
s t y l e . I t was designed by J, B. Goodall i n a cruciform plan. Bichrome facing 
materials are brick and limestone. Fenestration i s Gothic arched throughout with ^ -
La Farge rose windows on the south facade and north elevation. Scale contrasts 
are evident i n similar features large and small adjacent to one another, slender 
spires adorn the roofscape. The southwest corner of the building i s a tower ornamented 
by triangular corner pinnacles at the base of the b e l f r y , corbelled brick and t e r r a 
cotta ornament, a clock face on each of the four sides, and a hexagonal polychromatic 
spire. corbelled tables, arches, and stringco\irses are relieved by polychromatic 
t i l e s . 

THE HARWOOD BASEBALL SHOP (#10) faces south toward North Avenue, and overlooks Main 
Street from i t s s i t e on the r i s e of walnut H i l l to the north. The bu i l d i n g was con-
structed i n 1858. I t i s a simple and symmetrical three story wooden factory with a 
mansard roof and a p a r t i a l l y exposed brick basement. The wide entablature has 
doiible wooden brackets beneath the overhanging eaves. The f i r s t and second story ^ 
windows are headed by projecting cornices. A series of eleven dormers on the west 
elevation are headed by triangular pediments. Four dormers on the facade are trimcated. » 
The building has i n t r i n s i c value as a stopping point at the northern end of the com- ; 
pact 19th century urban setting of Main Street. t# 

. .' ' ' • • • - - • yy 
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CENTRAL FIRE STATION (#11) i s located on Summer Street d i r e c t l y behind Clark's Block. 
A construction cost of $15,000 was paid by the Town of Natick t o b u i l d the brick 
structure i n 1875. The hip roof building has three double arched windows above the 
garage doors on the north facade. These windows are each headed by a recessed 
segmental arch. A brick entablature encircles the bu i l d i n g , smd a hip roofed ob­
servation tower rises i n the southeastern corner. 

THE MORSE INSTITUTE public l i b r a r y (#12) was designed by George B. Thayer, i n the 
High Victorian Gothic styl e and b u i l t i n 1875. The two story building i s of brick 
with granite trimwork. The polychromatic t i l e d mansard roof contains cross gables 
on the south facade and west elevations. These s l i g h t l y projecting sections both 
contain a large Gothic pointed arch on the second story each of which surrounds four 
Gothic arched windows headed by two g u a t r e f o i l windows, surmoianted by a rose window. 
Granite stringcourses and dentiled brick stringcourses run i n t e r m i t t e n t l y around the 
build i n g . A corbelled table marks the cornice. Fenestration i s single and do\ible 
Gothic arched windows with granite s i l l s and v e r t i c a l b r i c k screen beneath. The 
windows are headed by alternating brick and granite voussoirs. The main center en­
trance on the southern facade i s flanked by diamond casement windows, and i s headed 
by a dentiled cornice below a precast recessed q u a t r e f o i l design w i t h i n the Gothic 
arch overhead. -

CASEY'S DINER (#13) i s a small turn of the century diner facing east on Washington 
Street. The yellow wooden diner has a barrel vaulted roof with a monitor gable. 

NATICK FEDERAL SAVINGS (A) is a modern brick Colonial Revival bank of c. 1960 at 
the corner of Main and union Streets. ^ ^ , 

'^'>/A^/^us/'^Ay 
MANSARD BLOCK (#14) i s a brick structure b u i l t c. 1880. The three story, mansard 
roof block has three doiible windows on the south facade, headed by f l a t stone l i n t e l s . 
Open t r i a n g u l a r l y pedimented dormers project from the inbricated slate roof. Three 
v e r t i c a l b r i c k stringcourses run continuously along the facade. The entablature i s 
marked by a corbelled, modillioned f r i e z e , recessed brick panels i n the cornice, and 
wooden brackets supporting the overhanging eaves. The ground f l o o r was altered i n 
1951. 
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• Natick Center Historic D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s associations with town growth 
and history, and for i t s outstanding ar c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y . I t has always been the 
center of mxanicipal a c t i v i t y . The d i s t r i c t contains f i n e exaitples of peroid archi­
tecture. I t s remarkable architectural compatibility i s the r e s u l t of rebuilding * 
during the three years immediately following the f i r e of 1874. 

Natick's foremost enterprise at the time of the coming of the r a i l r o a d i n 1835 was 
the shoemaking industry. The town was i n a period of rapid growth and prosperity 
when the 1874 f i r e devastated the population with an estimated $500,000 loss of 
central downtown property. The center remains f a i r l y i n t a c t because of a lack of 
prosperity and consequent growth and new construction. , ' • 

Among the d i s t r i c t buildings one arch i t e c t u r a l style remains prevalent. High Victor­
ian Gothic, manifested i n such examples as the F i r s t Congregational Church, Morse 
I n s t i t u t e , and the Masonic Block. Clark's Block, the largest building downtown, 
i s representative of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The Walcott Building i n turn i s a f i n e 
example of the period influence of Richardsonian Romanesque. Among the more notable 
architects represented are J. William Beal (Walcott Building), and George B. Thayer 
(Morse I n s t i t u t e ) . In conjunction with other commercial buildings, a l l of these - . 
create a well-preserved 19th century environment. 

Local businessmen b u i l t a l l of the existing ccmmercial blocks. John B. Walcott, a 
lo c a l shoe manufacturer, b u i l t the Walcott Building on the s i t e of his former factory. 
Clark's Block, b u i l t by Nathaniel Clark, active i n town p o l i t i c a l and business a f f a i r s , 
o r i g i n a l l y housed lo c a l government offices amd the town meeting h a l l . The Natick -
Trust Company (Winch's Block) , and the Natick Five Cent Savings Bank (Woodbury's 
Block) were founded during t h i s period. Many of the commercial buildings are noted 
for t h e i r social meeting h a l l s , some of which are s t i l l i n use today. 

Another leading businessman and c i t i z e n , Harrison Harwood, b u i l t the Harwood Baseball 
Shop. I t i s reported to be the oldest factory of i t s kind i n t h i s country. The 
League b a l l , used by professional cliibs i n t h i s country, has been manufactured here. 

The Morse I n s t i t u t e building i s a free public l i b r a r y established by the w i l l of 
Mary Ann Morse (1825-1862), and erected on the s i t e of her birthplace and home. She , • 
l e f t her entire estate f o r the foxindation of a l i b r a r y i n Natick. Five trustees 
were appointed by the town to execute the w i l l , among them two notable figures-Horatio 
Alger Sr., father of the noted author and Willard Drury. When counter claims against 
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the Morse w i l l were made, Mr. Drury defended the town's interests i n the Supreme 
Jud i c i a l Court. He proved the counter claims to be forgeries. 

The F i r s t Congregational Church has a long and outstanding history i n Natick. The 
present b u i l d i n g , b u i l t i n 1875, i s the seventh meeting house of the church founded 
i n 1651 by John E l i o t . That same year Elio t ' s Indian congregation, the so-called 
"Praying Indians", formed the f i r s t town government i n Natick. 

In 1719 the town passed an act assigning what i s now the downtown ccmmercial area 
as the " M i n i s t e r i a l l o t of 100 acres," a remnant of which the church stands on. A 
struggle between church members from Natick Center and South Natick f i n a l l y resulted 
i n the closing of the South Natick Meeting House and the construction of the Fourth 
Meeting House i n 1799 at the location of the present church. 

The Sixth Meeting House was destroyed i n the 1874 f i r e . The present building was 
erected i n 1875-6 during the ministry of Rev. Dr. Francis Peloubet. The 2531 pound 
b e l l was a g i f t of Leonard Morse and the town clock a g i f t of Nathaniel Clark, both 
leading businessmen and citizens of the town. 

Henry Wilson, U.S. Senator from Massachusetts and l a t e r Vice-President tinder Grant, 
was a member of t h i s congregation. Rev. Samuel Hunt of t h i s church (183 9-50) became 
secretary to Wilson. Wilson's wake was held i n nearby Clark's Block and his funeral 
services were held i n t h i s church on December 1, 1875. 

Much of the present Natick Center i s a r e s u l t of the great f i r e . As a preventative 
measure against future disasters, the town b u i l t the Central Fire Station i n 1875, 
I r o n i c a l l y , much of the center was to have been razed f o r a l o c a l renewal project. 
I t waŝ  however, defeated by the townspeople at town meeting. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Street, along west property l i n e of #11 and #4 to Central Street; 
continuing easterly along Central, across Main to east property l i n e 
of #12; continuing northerly along east property l i n e of #12 to 
north property l i n e of #12; continuing westerly across Washington Street 
to east property l i n e of #8; continuing northerly along rear property 
lines of #8, #7, #6, #5 to South Ave.; continuing westerly to s t a r t i n g 
point. 
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Property Owners, Continued; 

#13- Casey's Diner: 
Joseph s Barbara Casey 
6 Washington Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#14- Mansard Block: 
Joseph Greenberg 
204 E l i o t Street 
S. Natick, Mass. 

A- Natick Federal Savings Barik 
49 Main Street 
Natick, Mass. y 

•mi 
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Property Owners: 

#1- Hogans Block: 
Francis X. Gibbons 
117 Bacon Street 
Natick, Mass. 01760 

#2- Walcott Building: 
Joseph s Bessie Greenberg 
204 E l i o t Street y 
S. Natick, Mass. 01760^ 

#3- Clark's Block: 
Natick Development Corp. ^ 
535 Worcester Road 
Wellesley H i l l s , Mass. 02181 

#4- 2 Story Commercial Block 
Edward P. Clark Post y 
#107 American Legion / 
Box 107 
Natick, Mass. 01760 

#5«" Winch's Block: 
Natick Trust Co. 
34 Main Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#6- Masonic Block: 
John F Yeager, Sr 
Insurance Agency 
10 Main Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#7- Rice's Block 
George S. Alvan, & 
Donald Hodgson 
28 Oak Knoll Road 
Natick, Mass. 

i : . 

#7- Continued: 
John F Yeager, Sr- ^ 
Insurance Agency 
10 Main Street 
Natick, Mass. 

Arthur B. Fair 
Insurance Agency^ 
10 Main Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#8- Woodbury's Block 
Natick Five Cent Savings Bank 
6 Main Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#9- F i r s t Congregational Church 
F i r s t Congregational Society 
2 East Central Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#10- Harwood Baseball Shopy 
H. Harwood & Sons, Inc. 
12 Walnut Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#11- Central Fire Station 
Town of Natick Administrator^ 
Town Office Building 
17 West Central Street 
Natick, Mass. 

#12- Morse I n s t i t u t e 
Town of Natick Administrator 
Town Office Building 
17 West Central Street 
Natick, Mass. 

^y 

X" 
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Natick, Massachusetts 
Natick Center Historic 

Dis t r ic t 
Sketch Map 
Not to Scale 

KEY TO SKETffl MAP 
#1 Hogan's Block (1876), 41 Main Street 
#2 Walcott Biiilding (1888), 25 Main Street 
#3 Clark's Block (1874), 1 Main Street 
#4 Two Story Commercial Block (c. 1880), 13 West Central Street 
#5 Winch's Block (1875), 34 Main Street 
#6 Masonic Block (1874), 24 Main Street 
#7 Rice's Block (1874-5), 10-20 Main Street 
#8 Woodbur/'s Block (1874), 6 Main Street 
#9 First Congregational Church (1875), 2 East Central Street 
#10 Harwood Baseball Shop (1858), 12 Walnut Street 
#11 Central Fire Station (1875), 12 Summer Street 
#12 Morse Inst i tute (1873), 14 East Central Street 
#13 Casey's Diner (c. 1900), 6 Washington Street 
#^ Natick Federal Savings (c. 19^0), 49 Main Street 

Mansard Block (1880), 7 Suraner Street 



Working Number^^^^ 

TECHNICAL^ 
Photos ^ 
Maps / 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

yy/^ yy y = -rŷ mŷ  ^ ^ ^ ^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
I'V^^y: yyy ^^IJ/J-T a/.'^y^A^ y y^^y^ y/^^A^^ yy?y- ^y^"^ ' /^<j^T" 

y^yyyi^y s:^-\y^4yA'y. y>yi:W/72^^^yf^ yi:yy^y/^A-'^:/ / ^ ^ f f ^ 
WyiyycAfs / / / yy//^^, • . - . ' • : • -yy ... • 'y. ^/f/,.'^/..^^ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

f: : 
• •'If' 

^ I ^ . . . ^^iiJOTHER 

HAER 
In\'.'jntory 

Review 

: 1̂  Kite, spz^blcWi REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

• ...y^-\:- .,' .. . • .'. v.. 
KEEPER 

^ • f :„, . . . . . . • • ' , 1,. . ', ., 

National Register Write-up Send-back Fntered DEC 16 1977 
Federal Register Entry 2- Re-submit 

I N T : 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Deoartment of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 

/ 

























IN RKFl.V KF.FER TO: 

H34-880 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SF'RVICK 
\VA.Sil(.\G'rC)N. D.C. 

JUL 7 1977 

Dear Property Owner: ' ; 

As you have probably already been informed by State or loc a l represen­
t a t i v e s , the property you ovm i s included i n a d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated by the State for l i s t i n g i n the National Register which i s 
that l i s t of evidences of the past deemed worthy of keeping for the 
future by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . This nomination i s pending 
i n our o f f i c e . 

Since you may not have been aware of pot e n t i a l benefits and provisions 
of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when the d i s t r i c t including your property 
was o r i g i n a l l y considered by the State for nomination, we are sending 
informative material at th i s time. I f you wish to make comments about 
your property or the d i s t r i c t r e l a t i v e to the National Register " C r i t e r i a 
for Evaluation" (see enclosed green l e a f l e t ) , vje w i l l be pleased to 
consider them as an adjunct to our evaluation of placing your property 
i n the National Register. Comments should be made wit h i n 30 days of 
the date of t h i s l e t t e r and should be addressed to Dr. William J. 
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service, Depart­
ment of the I n t e r i o r , Washington, D.C. 20240, 

Information concerning standards for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n may be obtained 
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation, National Park Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , 
Washington, D.C. 20240. : ;i 

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implementation . 
of the h i s t o r i c preservation provisions of the Tax Reform Act should 
also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register. Inquiries 
must include the name of the d i s t r i c t (see address label) and property 
address to be properly handled. 

Sincerely yours, 

jyiMu^' 
William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Registl^r 

Enclosures 
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STATE 

Date Entered IG 1277 

Name 

m i HIU HJ.etorlc DietrlcC 

Church Qse(3a 

Location 

Erookltno ^ 
KorfoJ k Cotsaty 

lilddl«8e3£ Coimty 

Brla£ol Oiimty 

I: 
it 

Also Wotified 

Hon, Edward W. Erooka 
Hon. Eiii:ard M. Ivennedy C 
Hon. Robart F . Driiiaa 
Hon. l^arfAret 11. Heckler 

Regional Director, Korth Atlaatic Region 

880 Mott/js 12/23/77 

State nistoric Preservstioo Officer 
tJry. Ell.'!uabctU E<. Aj-isdon 
E3c«K:uf;;lv'3 director, IlaasachuiaetCa 

Hlatoricai CoiiiiuLssion 
294 'rt'ashijagton Street 
Boscoa, ^iass&chasatco 02103 



P A U L C U Z Z I 

Mr/or//, 

July 28, 1978 ; 

Mr. Charles Herrligton, Chief 
Registration Branch 
, National Register 
OAHP, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 02040 . t 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Please note the dianges which should be made to the following National 
Register forms: 

Boston: Kittredgo House 
- chaTige address to 10 Linwood Street, Roxbury, M\ 

Concord: Pest Hour.e 
- change UTM coordinates to: 19/306260/4701800 

Natick: Natick Center Historic District * 
^ # 10 Harwood Baseball Shop 

.1. - change owner to: Village Realty Development 

#3 Clark's Block 
- change owner to: Arnold Zaltas 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
National Register Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/lh 
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