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The Natick Center Historic District i sthegeographic and traditional business center
of Natick. Thedistrict lies at theintersection of two major roads through town.
Route 135and Route 27, locally known as Central street and Main Street. The area
has been t hefocal point forcommercial, industrial, religious, civic, andcultural
activities since itsorigin during theearly 19th century.

The center of Natick was destroyed by fire onJanuary 13, 1874, andalnost all of

the principal downtown buildingswere |leveled. Between 1874 and 1888, twelve buil dings
within thepresent district were rebuilt (twobuildings survived thefire). The

result i sanarea of remarkable cohesiveness andarchitectural unity. Harmor™of
style, scale, color, andtextureprovide anoverall 19thcentury character tothe area.
The conpact setting of buildings along Main Street creates a continuous "building
wall" oneither side of thestreet. This enclosure i sconpleted ononeend by the
mansard roofed baseball factory. The Town common lies at theend. Theareaim

medi ately surrounding thedistrict i sprimarily residential, with sone conmmercial
structures incongruous tothecenter.

The district i sconprised of fifteen buildings, thenpbst promnent being the First
Congregational church, Mrse Institute Library, Clark's Block, and t he Masonic
Tenpl e Block. Thedom nant architectural style i sHigh Victorian Gothic. Other
buildings areless extravagant i nstyle but include simlar ornamentation and com
patible building materials. Thedistrict includes theoldest (reputed) baseball
factory i nthenation, and a turn of thecentury diner. There i soneintrusion.

HIGAN S BLAXK (#1)i satwo story brick structure built i n1876. Thebuildingi s
representative of asinple style of comercial architecture, with the exception

of itscorbelledbrick detailing ontheeast facade parapet. Thebuilding plays

an important role as acontributor tothetotal effect of Natick's 19thcentury inage
by being apart of thecontinuous western "building wall" onMain street. Wndows
were altered onthesecond floor i n 1972.

THE WALGOIT BU LDING (#2) i sa three story Richardsonian Romanesque structure
designed by Boston architect J. WlliamBeal. | twas constructed for $50,000i n
1888 by B. A Sweetland, a local builder. Theexterior walls areof brickand
sandstone. Evidence of Richardsonian influence i srevealed by theweight and nmass
of these walls, articulated by theexpression of stone against brick as structural
framework. Transons divide high windows into rectangular lights, andt hedepthof
the window reveals contributefurther totheexpression of theexterior walls as
massive |oad bearing planes. Thebhuilding has an octagonal turret turningthe
corner on Main and summer Streets. Two steeply pitched ridge roof dormers project
to thenorth of theturret. - e e

AARK S BLAK (#3) was first built i n1872, but burned i nthefire of 1874. That
sane year Nathaniel Clark duplicated thebuilding i nplan, but increased itslength
from 100 feet t 0260feet onthesane site. Thearchitectural style of Clark's

Block i sltalianate. Theintroduction of straight sided window arched and t he com
bination of various forms of wi ndow openings arerecognizable features of this style.
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The three story building faces east toward Main Street. |t i sdonmnated by its

fourteen bay wi de center section which i scrowned by a mansard roof. Two ei ght
bay wide flat roofed wings project tothe north and south of this section. The
overhangi ng eaves ar e supported by doubl e wooden brackets onthe wi de entablature
of thebuilding. Brick corner pilasters areornamented and capped by decorative
capitals. Wndow cornices vary. I nthenain section of thebuilding's second story
there are alternatingrovind topped and triangul ar pedi ments, flanked by segment al
arches with keystone, andtopped by round arches onthethird story. The north
and south wings have precast jack arches onthesecond story, andsegmental arch”
with keystone onthethird. Three ornamented string courses runalong both wings.
Deep mol dings aid rich wooden detail appear over thenain center entrance on the
facade.

VO STAORY COMMERO AL BLOCK (#4), built circa 1880, i sa siitple brick buildingi n
keeping with t heremainder of t hedistrict. .

WNH S BLAK (#5) was bhuilt i n1875 i na sinple comercial stylewith sone high

Victorian Gothic features. |t isprimarily faced with brick. Theuse of brick for
arched wi ndow cornices, for string courses expressing thefloor levels, andfor a
corbelled parapet i srepresentative of skilled workmanship with this material. Copper

gablets decorate t he center of the western facade and t henorth elevation. The
ground floor was altered andre-faced with granite i n1950, and wi ndows have been
replaced throughout.

MASON C BLAK (#6), anexcellent exanple of High Victorian Gothic, wasbhuilt i n 1874.
[t i sconstructed of marble, stone, and brick. This variety of materials i sil-
lustrative of thetendancy t ocreate polychrome facades during this period. Details
are heavy andcoarse, contributingtotheoverall effect of solidity.

The facade faces west. Thethree bay wi de center section i scrowed by a gabl et
flanked by a pinnacle oneach side. A corbelled table ornanents the parapett o
either side of thecenter section; andends at t hecorners i ntwo smaller pinnacles.
Stone pilasters define thecenter section, and a stone stringcourse delineates the
second andthird stories. Second story windows aregrouped inpairs onthe northern
and southern end bays with a group of three i nthecenter section. All are headed
by Gothic arches containing varied precast molded ornaments within. Third story

wi ndows ar e grouped as those directly bel ow them each onei sseparated fromt he
next by a stone pilaster. These wi ndows ar e headed by recessed segnmental arches.

The ground floor storefront was modernized i n 1965.
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RCE S BLAOX (#7) wasbhuilt i nl1874-5 onthesite of theprevious Rice's Block,

whi ch was destroyed i nt hedowntown fire. Another exanple of t hesinmple comrercial
block style, the building i stypical of this eraof business devel opment, and
remains anintegral part of thel9th century townscape. Anpolded brick ornanent

runs continuously along t heparapet. The west facade wi ndows ont he secondand

third stories aregrouped i ntwos, each group flanked by a single wi ndow on either
side. Thedoiible windows ar e headed by a segmentally arched ornanent; t hesingle

wi ndows by a flat stone lintel. Al l these aretied together by anolded brick string-
course. The ground floor has been altered.

VOXBRY SBLAXK (#3) washbuilt i n1874 by local contractors, underwood and Sweet! and.
[t i sabrick structure which was originally three stories, but which has undergone
extensive alteration. The third floor was removed, a newcolonial brick facade was
added, andt heinterior wasrenovated for banking purposes, al li n1936. Two additions
to therear were added i n1965 and 1974.

THE FI RST CONGFREGATI ONAL GHLRH (#9) was built i n1875 i ntheHi gh Victorian Gothic
style. | twas designed by J, B. Goodall i nacruciformplan. Bichrome facing
materials arebrick andlimestone. Fenestrationi sGothic arched throughout with ~ -
La Farge rose windows ont hesouth facade and north el evation. Scale contrasts

are evident i nsimlar features |large andsmall adjacent t ooneanother, slender

spires adorn t heroofscape. The southwest corner of the building i sa tower ornanented
by triangular corner pinnacles at thebase of thebelfry, corbelled brick and terra
cotta ornament, a clock face oneach of t hefour sides, anda hexagonal polychromatic
spire. corbelled tables, arches, andstringcolirses arerelieved by polychromatic

tiles.

THE HARARD BASEBALL SHP (#10) faces south toward North Avenue, andoverlooks Min

Street fromitssite ontherise of walnut Hill tothenorth. Thebuilding was con-
structed i n1858. | ti sasimple and symmetrical three story wooden factory with a
mansard roof and apartially exposed brick basenent. Thew de entablature has

doiible wooden brackets beneath t heoverhanging eaves. The first and second story

wi ndows ar e headed by projecting cornices. Aseries of eleven dormers ont hewest
elevation areheaded by triangular pediments. Four dormers onthefacade aretrimated. »
The building has intrinsic value as a stopping point at thenorthern end of t hecom ;
pact 19th century urban setting of Main Street. t4

BN J [ ] - -0 y)
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CENTRAL FI RE STATION (#11) i slocated on Surmer Street directly behind Clark's Bl ock.
A construction cost of $15,000 was paid byt he Towmn of Natick t obuild the brick
structure i n1875. The hiproof buildinghas three double arched wi ndows abovet he
garage doors onthenorth facade. These windows are each headed by a recessed
segnental arch. Abrick entablature encircles thebuilding, snd a hiproofedob-
servation tower rises i nt hesoutheastern corner.

THE MORSE | NSTI TUTE public library (#12) was designed by George B. Thayer, i n t he
High Victorian Gothic style andbuilt i n1875. Thetwo story buildingi sof brick
with granite trimwork. Thepolychromatic tiled mansard roof contains cross gables
on t hesouth facade and west elevations. These slightly projectingsections both
contain a large Gothic pointed arch onthesecond story each of which surrounds four
Gothic arched wi ndows headed by two guatrefoil w ndows, surnoianted by a rose w ndow.
Granite stringcourses and dentiled brick stringcourses runintermttently aroundthe
building. Acorbelled table marks thecornice. Fenestration i ssingle and do\ible
Gothic arched windows with granite sills andvertical brick screen beneath. The

wi ndows ar e headed by alternating brick and granite voussoirs. Thenain center en-
trance onthesouthern facade i sflanked by di anond casenent wi ndows, andi s headed
by adentiled cornice below a precast recessed quatrefoil design within the Gothic
arch overhead. -

CASEY SDNER (#13) i sa small turn of thecentury diner facing east on Washi ngton
Street. Theyellow wooden diner hasabarrel vaulted roof with amnitor gable.

NATI CK FEDERAL SAVI NGS (A) i s a nodern bri ck Col oni al Revival bank of c. 1960 at
t he corner of Main and union Streets. n ,

"NSIANAUS/MAY
MN\BARD BLAK (#14) i sabrick structurebuilt c. 1880. Thethree story, nmansard
roof block has three doiible windows ont hesouth facade, headed by flat stone lintels.
Qpen triangularly pedimented dornmers project from theinbricatedslateroof. Three
vertical brick stringcourses runcontinuously along thefacade. Theentablaturei s
marked by a corbelled, modillioned frieze, recessed brick panels i nthecornice, and
wooden brackets supporting t heoverhanging eaves. Theground floor was altered i n
1951.
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* Natick Center

Historic District

i ssignificant

for it sassociations with town growth

and history, and for itsoutstanding architectural quality. |t has always beent he
center of mxanicipal activity. The district contains fine exaitples of peroid archi-
tecture. Itsremarkable architectural compatibility i stheresult of rebuilding *

during thethree years immediately foll

owing thefire of 1874.

Natick's foremost enterprise at thetime of thecomng of therailroad i n1835 was

t he shoemaki ng i ndustry.

The town was i na period of rapid growth and prosperity

when t he 1874 fire devastated the population with an estimated $500,000 | oss of

central downtown property. The center

remains fairly intact because of a |lac

prosperity and consequent growth and new construction.

k of

Among t hedistrict

buil dings one architectural

style remains prevalent. High Victor-

ian Gothic, manifested

i nsuch exanples as the First

Congregati onal

Church, Morse

and t he Masoni ¢ Bl ock.

[nstitute,

is representative of theltalianate style.
exanple of the period influence of Richardsonian
architects represented areJ. WIIiamBeal

(Morse Institute).

I nconjunctionwith other

Clark's Block,
The Wal cott

(Wal cott Building),

t helargest building downtown,
Buildingi nturn i sa fine
Ronmanesque. Among t henore notable
and CGeorge B. Thayer
comercial buildings,

al | of these - .

create a well-preserved 19th century

Local businessmen built all
local shoe manufacturer, built
Clark's Block, built by Nathani el
originally housed local governnment offi
Trust Conpany (Wnch's Bl ock)
Bl ock) were founded during this period.

of theexisting ccrmerci al
the Wal cott
Clark,

envi ronment .

bl ocks. John B. Walco
Buildingon thesite of his former
active i ntown political

ces amd t hetown meeting hall. The Na

and busi ness

tt, a
factory.
affairs,
tick -

, and the Natick Five Cent Savings Bank (Wodbury's

Many of t he commrerci al

sone of which arestill i nuse

Harrison Harwood, built

buil di ngs ar e noted
t oday.

t he Harwood Basebal |

for their social meeting halls,
Anot her | eading businessman and citizen,
Shop. | tisreported t obe t heoldest

League bal |,

used by professional cliibs i nthis country,

factory of itskind i nthis country.
has been manuf acture

The
d here.

The Morse Institute building i sa free public library established by the will of
Mary Ann Morse (1825-1862), and erected on thesite of her birthplace and horme. She ,

left
were appointed by thetown t oexecute t
Al ger Sr., father of thenoted author

her entire estate for thefoxindationof a library i nNatick.
anong them two notablefigures-Horatio
andW Ilard Drury.

Five trust
he will,

Wien counter claims

€es

agai nst
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the Morse will were rmade, M. Drury defended the town's interests inthe Suprene

Judicial Court. He proved the counter claims to be forgeries.

The First Congregational Church has a long and outstanding history in Natick. The
present building, built in 1875 is the seventh meeting house of the church founded
in 1651 by John Eliot. That same year Eliot's Indian congregation, the so-called
"Praying Indians", formed the first town government in NaticKk.

In 1719 the town passed an act assigning what i s now the downtown ccrmercial area
as the "Ministerial | otof 100 acres," a remant of which the church stands on. A
struggl e between church nenbers from Natick Center and South Natick finally resulted
in the closing of the South Natick Meeting House and the constructionof the Fourth
Meeting House in 1799 at the location of the present church.

The Sixth Meeting House was destroyed in the 1874 fire. The present building was
erected in 1875-6 during the mnistry of Rev. Dr. Francis Peloubet. The 2531 pound
bell was a gift of Leonard Morse and the town clock a gift of Nathaniel Clark, both
| eadi ng businessmen and citizens of the town.

Henry Wlson, US Senator from Massachusetts and |ater Vice-President tinder Grant,
was a menber of this congregation. Rev. Sanuel Hunt of this church (183 9-50) becare
secretary to Wlson. WIson's wake was held i nnearby Clark's Block and his funeral
services were held inthis church on Decenber 1, 1875.

Mich of the present Natick Center is a result of the great fire. As apreventative
nmeasure against future disasters, the town built the Central Fire Stationin 1875,
lronically, much of the center was to have been razed for a local renewal project.
It was® however, defeated by the townspeople at town meeting.
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#1- Hogans Bl ock:
Francis X @G bbons
117 Bacon Street
Natick, Mass. 01760

#2- Walcott Building:
Joseph s Bessie Greenberg
204 Eliot Street

S Natick, Mss. 017607

#3- Clark's Block:

Natick Devel opnent Corp.

535 Worcester Road

Wellesley Hills, Mass. 02181

#4- 2 Story Commercial Block
Edward P. Clark Post y
#107 Anmerican Legion /
Box 107

Natick, Mass. 01760

#<' Wnch's Bl ock:
Natick Trust Co.
34 Main Street
Natick, Mass.

#6- Masoni c Bl ock:
John F Yeager, Sr
I nsurance Agency
10 Main Street
Natick, Mass.

#7- Rice's Block
Ceorge S Alvan, &
Donal d Hodgson

28 ak Knoll Road
Natick, Mass.
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#7- Continued:

John F Yeager, Sr- A
[ nsurance Agency

10 Main Street

Natick, Mass.

Arthur B. Fair

I nsurance Agency”
10 Main Street
Natick, Mass.

#8- Woodbury' s Bl ock

Natick Five Cent Savings Bank

6 Main Street

Natick, Mass. X"

#9- First Congregational Church
First Congregational Society

2 East Central Street

Natick, Mass.

#10- Harwood Basebal | Shopy
H Harwood & Sons, | nc.
12 Wal nut Street

Natick, Mass.

#11- Central Fire Station
Town of Natick Admi nistrator”
Town Of fice Building

17 West Central Street
Natick, Mass.

#12- Morse Institute

Town of Natick Administrator
Town Of fice Building

17 West Central Street
Natick, Mass.
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Natick, Massachusetts

Natick Center Historic
District

Sketch Mg

Not to Scae

KEY TO SKETffl MAP

#1 Hogan's Block (1876), 41 Man Street

# Walcott Biiilding (1888), 25 Man Street

#3 Clark's Block (1874), 1 Main Street

# Two Story Commerciad Block (c. 1880), 13 Wet Central Street

# Winch's Block (1875), 34 Man Street

# Masonic Block (1874), 24 Man Street

#/ Rice's Block (1874-5), 10-20 Main Street

#3 Woodbur/'s Block (1874), 6 Man Street

#9 First Congregational Church (1875), 2 East Central Street

#10 Hawood Baseball Shop (1858), 12 Wanut Street

#11 Central Fire Station (1875), 12 Summa Street

#12 Morse Institute (1873), 14 East Central Street

#13 Casey's Diner (c. 1900), 6 Washington Street

# Natick Federal Savings (c. 1970), 49 Main Street
Mansard Block (1880), 7 Suraner Street



Working Number™MAn

TECHNICALA"
Photos  #
Maxs /
ytoyyy = Aymyr AAAn
'VAMYy:  yyy AT al'"y ANy YNy y[AMAND yy?y-
yryyyity S:A-\yMyAly. y>Yi:W/72M Ny A yityy MY INA-N
WyiyycAfs /1] yylI™, * .- . "oe : °« Yy
f:
L] .Ilf
N
N Kite spz™blcWi
yr-\- V.
f 1. .
National Register Write-up Send-back
Fedard Register Entry 2- Re-submit

CONTROL

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

/\y/\”/\ ' //\<J/\Tn

[ ANfEA

Y AJF], N A

ARCHEOLOGIST

AL MIIJOTHER

HAER
In\"."jntory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

Fntered  DEC 16 1977

INT:2106-74

United States Deoatment of the Interior National Pak Service WA® No. 7




































United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SFRVICK
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IN RKFLV KF.FER TO:

H34-880 I 797

Dear Property Owaner: "

As you have probably already been informed by State or local represen-
tatives, theproperty youovmi sincluded i na district that has been
nom nated by the State forlisting i ntheNational Register whichi s
that [ist of evidences of thepast deened worthy of keeping for the
future by the Secretary of thelnterior. This nomnation i s pending
in our office.

Since you may not have been aware of potential benefits and provisions
of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when t hedistrict including your property
was originally considered by theState fornomnation, we are sending

informative material at this time. | fyouw sh tonake comments about
your property or thedistrict relative totheNational Register "Criteria
for Evaluation" (seeenclosed green leaflet), vje will be pleasedto

consider them as an adjunct t o our evaluation of placing your property
in theNational Register. Comments should be nade within 30 days of

the date of this letter and should be addressed toDr. Wlliam]J.

Murt agh, Keeper of theNational Register, National Park Service, Depart-
ment of thelnterior, Washington, DC 20240,

Information concerning standards forrehabilitation rmay be obtained
from Technical Preservation Services, Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation, National Park Service, Department of thelnterior,

Washi ngton, DC 20240. Do

Questions concerning theNational Register program or theinmlementation
of thehistoric preservation provisions of t heTax Reform Act should
al so be addressed t otheKeeper of theNational Register. Inquiries
must include thenane of thedistrict (seeaddress |abel) and property
address t obe properly handl ed.

Sincerely yours,

. . |
JyiMu?

Wlliam J. Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Registl”r

Encl osures
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Also Wotified

Hon, Edward W. Erooka
Hon. Eiii;zard M. Ivennedy C State nistoric Preservstioo Officer
Hon. Robart F. Driiiaa tdry. Ell.'luabctU E< Aj-isdon
Hon. |MarfAret 11 Heckler ExK:uf;V3 dir ector, IlaasachuiaetCa

Hlatoricai CoiiliuLsson
Regional Director, Korth Atlaatic Region 294 'rt'ashijagton Street
S
Mottljs  12/23/77 Boscoa, “iassk chasatco 02103



PAUL CUZZI

July 28, 1978 ;

Ié{/t.'OnarIes ngli%ton, Chi ef
egi stration Branc

, National Register Mriorl,
AP,

I-Ierit’age Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, DC 02040 oot

Dear M. Herrington:

Pl ease note the dianges which should be nade t ot he follow ng National
Regi ster forns:

Boston: Kittredgo House
- chaTige address t o 10 Linwood Street, Roxbury, M

Concord: Pest Hur.e
- change UM coordinates to: 19/306260/ 4701800

Natick: Natick Center Historic District *
A # 10 Harwood Basebal | Shop
.1l - change owner to: Village Realty Devel opnent

#3 Aark's Bl ock
- change owner to: Arnold Zaltas

Sincerely,

CGandace Jenki ns _
National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

QlTh
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