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IVIASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to lef t side of f o r m  
Photo number U 0 4 ^ -

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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1. Town Cambridge 

Address 5 36 Massachusetts Avenue 

NameQdd Fellows H a l l 

Present use commercial 

Present owner Kenneth W. E s t r i d g e , 
Trustee 

3. Description: 

Date 1883-1884 

Source Cambridge C h r o n i c l e , June 18 8 

Style R i c h a r d s o n i a n o r i e n t a t i o n 

Architect H a r t w e l l S R i c h a r d s o n 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features p r e s s e d b r i c k w i t h molde 

b r i c k and t e r r a c o t t a o rnament , 

a rnhes on f i r s t and t h i r d s t o r i e s . 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

• • Approximate frontage 50 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

0 f e e t , 

6. Recorded b y _ H a r r i e t _ W h i t e 

Organizatio^ambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date Juno 19 80 

50M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) unknown 

Original use mixed commercial and s o c i a l meeting space 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 
XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation XX 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian XX 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Odd Fellow's H a l l was b u i l t i n 18 84 by the 
f i r m o f H a r t w e l l and Richardson, popular a r c h i t e c t s 
and f o l l o w e r s of the s t y l e of H.H. Richardson. I t 
i s a noteworthy example of a mid-nineteenth century 
" h a l l " b u i l d i n g . H a l l s such as t h i s played an 
important r o l e i n 19th century community l i f e by 
accommodating group f u n c t i o n s such as meetings, 
dances, concerts, e t c . These f u n c t i o n s took place on 
the upper f l o o r s of commercial b u i l d i n g s t o take 
maximum advantage of vrhat would have otherwise been 
unused space. During the e a r l y years o f the 20th 
century. Odd Fellows' H a l l housed a moving p i c t u r e 
t h e a t r e and a v a u d e v i l l e t h e a t r e . 

The H a l l was designed i n 18 83 and b u i l t i n 188U. 
The f i v e - s t o r y b u i l d i n g contains stores on the ground 
f l o o r , a two-story g a l l e r i e d meeting h a l l behind the 
space of the main arches, and lodge and banquet 
rooms on the upper f l o o r s . A l l ornament i s confined 
t o the facade o f the b u i l d i n g , and the primary 
decoration emphasizes the meeting h a l l space. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

i/y\ 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) / 
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Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page S ' •^ '̂  

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

41. Boston Woven Hose and Rubber 

Date/Signature 

jston Woven HOSB and Rubber ~ — 
Company D O E / O W N l ^ O B J E C T I O N 

'̂  42. Davenport Car Works 

43'. ' t t l l i s , Asa, House 

y 

AJIt. F l e n t j e , Ernst, House 

AS. Kennedy, The 

46. Lamson, Rufus, House 

47. Mason, Josiah, J r . , House 

48. Newman, Andrew, House 

49̂  Odd Fellows Hal l 

"'̂ flfC President's House- —. y^j^ 

— Keeper 

Attest 

y' Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

ipHsa Eeview ^ Keeper 

Attest 

> Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

^ Keeper 

Attest 

V Keeper 

Attest 

^ Keeper 

Attest 

(Ay//l.{L^ /^./2yia4.^hl5Liy\ ^.iI2i 

eeper DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 
— Attest 
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g - A T m S K ^ I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET . 

Proptrty /y-^y^^y/^ / f ^ ' ^ J 
Stat*. County: .Z/^' ^^^^^^^ 
F«d«ra! Agency: — 

rasubmission 
nomination by person or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Vnn»tf %\m\»% 0»p«rtm«it 0I lh« lnt»rlor 
NaUonal Parti Sanrlca 

Worlcing No. ^ / -^^-^- '^ '^^ ^ 
Fad. Rag. Date: —. 
Data Dua: , Y / n / ^ ^ — ^ 
Action: -fi^CCEPT Y/AV^ 

Substantiva Raviaw: 

Raviawar's commants: 

iZ^ample raquast , 

photos J L 
maps 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

appeal NR decision 

.... - / 2 C . I W J 3 -MA,!^ , iAUy^diyci Ij y ^ /'WTtraf ^^^^^ ^Crltcrin fiAA^yf'- <̂  

• &uit (AuM^fe^^, ($ee iniftg^ffy. APWuiuiAst. Discipline j^i^i^lAf.^ 
^tO^tt^^ ^ y/Wi (lrU.U)dU^q) . Date yiW^ 

j i ^ s e e continuation shaet 

.Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary aalection 



g. S ign i f icance 

aummary paragraph Aj^iy, -^l^ { Jj^lAAAoy^ ^ jLt^v4c^ 
completeness j ' fj 0 (/ I 

• yi,v^s:y ''''^^'''^"'''^'^.'^'^(pp- >oys) fAmzk^ Justif ication of areas' 
checked 

relati 

context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographica l Data 

UVT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
^ ^ ^ B ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ * ^ - - _ _ - m ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ A b ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K - . 1 ^ . 

Htolartc ftvaanrafllan OfNoar aifnatufe 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

S igned. D a t e _ _ Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commants for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


