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Town BOXFORD 

Address 15 old Topsfield Road 

His t o r i c Kame Phineas Foster I!ous se 

Use: Present residence 

62:13 A t t i c - P r i n c i p l e r a f t e r s and common p u r l i n s O r l Q i n a l residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Sketch Kap: ; 

(Ol- b) "r̂ >PS FI CLP 

TM REFERE.'iCE 

:2S Cl'.iJDRANGL 

Z E N 

19 / 337-640 / 4723-500 

Georgetovm (now Ipswich) 

1:25,000 

Date c. 1725 

Source v i s u a l ana lys i s 

Sty1e F i r s c Per iod 

A r c h i t e c t unknovn 

E;cter1or Wall Fabric _clapboard / shingles 

O u t b u i l d i n g s bam - 19th cent: jry 

Major Alterations (with datss) e l l - iSth c 

kitchen and side enclosed porch - 20th C. 

Condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 

Setting 

3.1 acres 

-ural suburban > next to 

highway on dead end street which i s 

secluded 

Recorded by James Kyprianos 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Boston U n i v e r s i t y 

Date '•lovember 19S5 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Phineas Foster House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, and f e e l i n g . I t s s u r v i v i n g F i r s t Period evidence 
i n the l a t e r s e c t i o n of the house gives clear i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t the older 
s e c t i o n i s l i k e l y to y i e l d important i n f o r m a t i o n about e a r l i e r F i r s t 
Period c o n s t r u c t i o n methods and i s t h e r e f o r e e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. 
The second phase a d d i t i o n embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of l a t e 
F i r s t Period or t r a n s i t i o n a l framing p r a c t i c e s i n i t s run-out f l a t 
chamfer and unusually l a t e use of the tusk tenon, and meets C r i t e r i o n C. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Foster House i s of L-shaped plan; the older f i v e - b a y , c e n t r a l -
chimney, two-story house w i t h p r o t r u d i n g lobby entrance having been 
enlarged w i t h a two-story rear e l l . The e l l , s i t e d behind the northeast 
corner, contains a rear chimney stack, and has a one-story porch o f f i t s 
east w a l l . I n the space t o the southwest between the e l l and the main 
house i s another one-story a d d i t i o n w i t h shed r o o f , w i t h an exposed 
c e l l a r entrance on the west side. A one-story screen porch extends from 
the west gable of the main block. The main house seems to have begun as 
a s i n g l e c e l l plan i n the rig h t - h a n d (east) h a l f , i n c l u d i n g the chimney 
bay, although much of the i n t e r i o r framing i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s boxed. I t 
then grew t o a double c e l l plan i n the l a t e F i r s t Period, w i t h a l a t e r 
18th-century summer-kitchen e l l a d d i t i o n . The one-story porch e n t r y i s , 
perhaps, Federal. The c e n t r a l chimney i s r e b u i l t . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The a t t i c roof frame, of p r i n c i p a l and p u r l i n system, w i t h a p i t c h of 
40-45 degrees, declares the rig h t - h a n d rooms and chimney bay e a r l i e r than 
the bays t o the west. The three e a r l i e r bays have m u l t i p l e p u r l i n s of 
smaller s c a n t l i n g ; the two l a t e r bays only three p u r l i n s . The older 
s e c t i o n shows d o v e t a i l mortise evidence of having had c o l l a r s between the 
r a f t e r s ; the l a t e r s e c t i o n does not. 

While the e a r l i e r rooms are a l l boxed, the added bays to the east are 
exposed and show f l a t chamfeBS run out on the t i e beam, j o i s t s of 24" on 
centers w i t h l a t e tusk tenon j o i n t s , and evidence of a p a r t i t i o n once 
running along the summer. 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The lower l e f t - h a n d room has Second Period r a i s e d - f i e l d paneling and a 
boxed frame. The Federal s t a i r c a s e i n f r o n t of the c e n t r a l chimney 
represents a common a l t e r a t i o n , w h i l e the c e l l a r s t a i r s from the 
second-phase a d d i t i o n are r e l a t i v e l y rare "puncheon" s t a i r s , made from 
reused beams. 

1 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Pe^e^ i L a e T t ^ ^^A"""" '""^ e a r l y - l 8 t h - c e n t u r y ownership o f t h i s b u i l d i n g , 
was t L r e ?n ^ ^ c f " ' J H ^y Solomon Gould a f t e r 1765; Phineas FostJr 
^ t l A ^ l l A -11 The^e a t r a d i t i o n of a mid-17 th -cen tu ry barn 
associa ted w i t h t h i s s i t e , but more research should be g iven to t i e 
p rope r ty ownership and use i n the e a r l y 18th cen tu ry . 

REFERENCES 

^^'"^BnJ?o;/ '?p^' '? '^ ' ' • K . ^ " ' ^ Barbara Carolyn Per ley , Updated Dwel l ings of 
^o^^° rc i , (Rowley, MA: Rowley P r i n t i n g , . 1977 , ) pp.104-105. 

' ^ ^ ' ' ^ I S g s f r ^ p p . ' i z s ^ " ' ' ^ " ' " ' ^ ^ °^ B o x f o r d , (Salem, MA: Essex I n s t i t u t e , 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t t om 
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12. Conant, Exercise, House Entered I n the ^'Keeper 
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