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Use: Present residence
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DESCRIPTION

Date c. 1725

Source visual analysis
Style Firsc Period
Architect unknovn

E;cterlor Wall Fabric clapboard / shingles
Outbuildings bam - 19th cent:jry

Major Alterations (with datss) ell - iSth c

kitchen and side enclosed porch - 20th C

Gondi tion good

Mved 1o Dte na
Acreage 3.1 acres
Setting -ural suburban >next to

hi ghway on dead end street whichi s

secl uded

Recorded by James Kyprianos
Organization Boston University

Date ‘olovember 1955
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S| GNI FI CANCE

The Phineas Foster House retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, and feeling. l'tssurviving First Period evidence
in thelater section of the house gives clear indications that the ol der
section i slikely toyield important information about earlier First
Period construction methods and i stherefore eligible under Criterion D
The second phase addition embodies distinctive characteristics of late
First Period or transitional frammng practices i nitsrun-out flat
chanfer and unusually late use of thetusk tenon, and neets Criterion C

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Foster House i s of L-shaped plan; theolder five-bay, central-
chi mey, two-story house with protruding |obby entrance having been

enlarged with a two-story rear ell . The ell, sited behind the northeast
corner, contains a rear chimey stack, and has a one-story porch offits
east wall. | nthe space tothesouthwest between theel |l and t he main

house i s another one-story addition with shed roof, with an exposed
cellar entrance on thewest side. A one-story screen porch extends from
the west gable of themin block. The main house seens t o have begun as
a singlecell plan i ntheright-hand (east) half, including the chimey
bay, although much of theinterior framng i nthis section i sboxed. 1|t
then grew t o a double cell plan i nthelate First Period, with a later
18t h-century summer-kitchen el | addition. The one-story porch entryis,
perhaps, Federal. The central chimey i srebuilt.

MAJCR FI RST PER D FEATURES

The attic roof frame, of principal and purlin system with a pitch of

40- 45 degrees, declares theright-hand roonms and chimey bay earlier than
the bays tothewest. The three earlier bays have multiple purlins of
smal l er scantling; thetwo |ater bays only three purlins. The ol der
section shows dovetail mortise evidence of having had collars betweenthe

rafters; thelater section doesnot.

While theearlier roonms areal | boxed, the added bays to theeast are
exposed and show flat chanfeBS run out on theti e beam joists of 24" on
centers with late tusk tenon joints, and evidence of a partition once

running along the sumrer.

SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES

The lower |eft-hand room has Second Period raised-field paneling and a
boxed frame. The Federal staircase i nfront of thecentral chinmey
represents a common alteration, while thecellar stairs fromthe
second- phase addition arerelatively rare "puncheon" stairs, nmade from

reused beans.
1

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Pere™ iLaeTt~ MA™™" """ early-18th-century ownership of this building,
was tLre ?2n A"~ cf "'JH Ny Solomon Gould after 1765; Phineas FostJr
MITAMTT A -11 Thete a tradition of a mid-17th-century barn

associated with this site, but more research should be given to tie
property ownership and use in the early 18th century.

REFERENCES

MR PPRowiey, "MAY RSP PFAOING PIEAY ) pRIFEaT BaYellings of

A Rowley,

'antnpggsfropp.tizsatiiatitian o on Boxford, (Salem, MA: Essex Institute,

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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