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The Buckingham House occupies $ 3,arf 0 corner lot In at reiiiejfifcial area .sf-^ 
Milford. Except for one or two shade trees to one side, the yard i,s: open j^min# th« 
front and the house is situated on a slight knoll p creating an advantageous fitting. 
The main house is a gable-roofed frame structure, 2% f tiirief lil^h arid one room deep, 
It was probably built in the early JSth century. The framing where visible »fco*rs 
the use of flared posts. The roof framing is of the CJQIRimsn-raf ter type« There is/ 
a slight overhang at the gables and the front cornice*,, finished tfith^cysia 
projects about a foot. At one time there was a lean«to •' appended tO| tji 
it was later replaced with the two story ell which now extends partway' 
back. In addition, there is a large two-story wing ^^right angles" to ttlis'ell| 
from the north, it somewhat overpowers the original  ''houte ' Y.tswa$%*.,. fhe central 
stack, like the underpinning, is of fieidstone, 16* n^lj^ire at f ttie basef abou^ the
roof it is brick, with a separate flue for the rear ir**Qfi* M ', ._  ,_,J,,

  . i A  -.
The exterior features of greatest interest are contained within the painjfaca4  

Although the original fenestrationmy have been of the"fi^e--^p^w^|ypefVtherJejgre 
now two windows flanking the entrance on the first story t . produeMf ̂an r ^nius\iaX« 
arrangement. The windows have 12/12 sash, some of It ol$f and are surrounded tsy 
plain frames. Unlike the rest of the house, which has 'laeMflern clapboards t s the ^ front 
has very wide beaded sawn clapboards, the remains of what probably was the original 
covering. The front entranceway is also interesting* file doorframe ^pnsists. *.bf 
three levels of plainly molded boards, surmounted by a pronounced coved cornice. 
The door itself is of the Dutch type, with two rectangular raised panels above and . 
crossed panels below. There are modern entrance steps. The rear door, .tgft&tfetedr.   
on the ell, is also Dutch, but its upper panels have reverse-curve shaped heads, 
suggesting a broken pediment.

The interior also has significant remaining historical material. When the 
was built, the fieldstone fireplace of the lean-to kitchen was retained. It is 
nearly 8* wide and has two brick ovens in its rear wall. Above the oak lintel are 
feather-edged panels removed from an upstairs room. The front south room has a 
small brick fireplace and an Adam-style mantel, with pilasters and coved cornice, 
beneath which are a rope-turn molding and a row of dentils* The cove 'and rope-turn 
combination is repeated in the room's cornice, the casings of the three large beams, 
and the chair rail above the paneled dado. The cupboards on either side of the 
mantel are modern work, as are the excellently reproduced stairs in the porch.;.

The woodwork in the north front room is similar to that in the south i three 
cased beams, chair rail, and rope-turn cornice molding* The large brick fireplace 
has a different treatment, however. Surrounding the opening is a typical bolection 
molding. But to the left is a cupboard over what was once either a brick oven or 
the end of the original, larger opening, and this area has a molding witfe a 
different section. Above is a panel surrounded by the rope motif and a floating 
dentillated cornice. This room has two corner cupboards. That in the northeast 
corner is very simple, having two large doors above and smaller ones* below, with 
sunten panels. In the outside corner is a more elegant shell-carved cupboard* The , 
lower part is enclosed by a single two-panel door, and the open upper part haws -  
fluted sides and three shelves, the top two intricately curved. Surrounding the 
whole is a raised molding, with a small key-block above the arched opening, 
two carved feathers mounted thereon. At the top of the cupboard is a remnant 
of an earli..er cornice molding.
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Buckingham House

Upstairs, the north room has cased beams like those below, byt mpst of 
second floor has been done over* The door to the south room is interesting, 
however: it is made of three wide featheredged boards and has a iwpoden, draw­ 
string latch.
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^ The Buckingham House is of architectural significance fee<:awse of the 
amount of remaining historical fabric, dating mostly fmm the niid^lSth and early 
19th centuries. The house's external appearance, par tictilar3# from the 
has a great deal of historical character, and its long fisgoclatiQP *itt» 
original family is an interesting part of local lore* legalise the; house ba$ been 
considerably altered, its value comes roore from the IfM&Y&dUdl Ingredients 
from any overall consistency.

The beaded front clapboards, for example, are an estrly typ$ ® 
rarely found in place. The Dutch doors are also a somewhat unusual feature ? v and 
are beautifully designed* Most of the interior woo4wor^ la? A«|as^lnspir^t with 
the delicate, rope-turn motif, reppated in mantels, cornices and beam casings, 
an exceptionally fine tietailv.,- Earlier work is represented by the shell -^carred 
corner cupboard and the upstairs door and latch. The lerge stone fireplace in^,
the kitchen, with its two ovens, is also noteworthy. ''"'"Vi ^H'S^Sfi   --  ,.».-. ̂ -{.^j ,

This site was occupied by the same family from 1639, when the land was set 
out to Thomas Buckingham, until the late 19th-century* , Supposedly the frame and 
stack date from the 17th century, but this may not have been the first house on 
the site. The early clapboards, flared posts, and fenestration point to a date 
around 1725. In 1753 Jehiel Bryan married into the family* A carpenter, he is t 
credited with making several alterations, including a lean-to', the addition of 
more windows downstairsv iSnd the cupboards* Further interior woodwork was done 
in the Federalist period, and in 1888, the lean-to was replaced by the present
en. . . . ;

  . , - f !;     .-  : ' ' .     «... ',- V
The house is thus a product of continual evolution* The growth has in some 

places produced incongruities, such as the uneven fenestration or the use of three 
different mantel treatments in the north room. Such modifications indicate that 
this house's heritage is one of activity, not stagnancy. Fortunately, each cycle 
of renovation left some of the most interesting and best executed work from 
previous periods. ' '



E§M AJOR BIBUOGR APHICAl. REVERB
Federal Writers 1 Project, History of Milfarjd* &?l>4gepQ£t$ HllforJCommittee, 1939, —-*-—-».

"The History of an Old House,*1 nil ford
Kelly, J. Frederlcjc* Early Uoroestic Architecture of 

Dover Publ ie* t ions f 19$ 3
Helene Y»

QGEOGR APHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES

|6|6.2|8.6,0| 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

«UJ 1 1 . ••
ci•;", 11 i". i i. LI vrn . ,.t PI ;i!' r.'i * • 117.17:1 1 -.;:t-

-Uiu

STATE COPE COUNTY

STATE CODE COUNTY

FORM PREPARED BY

Bruce Clouette, Consultant
ORGANIZATION

4,. 1976
STREET & NUMBER

59 South Prospect Street
TELEPHONE i  

- (203) 566-3005
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Hartford CT

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL __ STATE ___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of t966Public law 8;9^ 
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