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SNATOA. REQ STER CR TERFA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Shansea Vil lage Historic District i saclosely settled cohesive grouping of primarily
residential andinstitutional buildings reflecting the town's devel opnent fromthe

late 18thcentury toca. 1939. Thevillage displays vemacul ar and hi gh-style residences
in arange of architectural styles, aswell as several architect-designed institutional
buildings of town-w de significance. Snansea Village retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, andassociation, and nmeets Criteria Aand C

of the National Register onthelocal |evel.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i n terns of
other areas within the community.

Enccnpassi ng approxi mately 29 acres i neast-central Saansea, Snansea Village i s a
largely linear district of primarily residential andinstitutional structures ranged
along Main Street. Radial streets include Ledge and H mStreets to the south, Stevens
Road (acontinuation of Main Street) to the east, and Gardner's Neck Road t ot he

west. Inaddition toresidential andinstitutional buildings, there i san industrial
conpl ex, nowused f or storage, onLew n Brook, and a former hotel, nowa residence,
on Stevens Road.

There are 95 buildings, three sites, sixstructures andoneobject i nthe district;

72 buildings, three sites, andsi xstructures are contributing. Noncontributing resources,
primarily secondary structures such as nodem garages, post-date theperiod of significance
but generally are compatible with thedistrict's contributing resources i nscale and
materials. Mst contributing resources were erected between ca. 1790 andca. 1910,

with amajority constructed i nthelate 19thcentury. Residential buildings, generally

HSTGRCAL SIGNFICANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the community.

In thedecades following the organization of the town of Saansea i n 1567, certain
promnent famlies amassed nost of theland i nwhat are nowthe five main villagesin
the town: the Gardners i nSouth Saansea, t he Baneys i nBameyville, the Luthers at
Luther's Corner, the Hales i nHortonville, andthe Eddys i n Saansea Village. Although
each village played an inportant role i nthetown' s history, Saansea Village energed
inthelate 19thcentury astheresidential andinstitutional focus forthe connunity.

Zachariah Eddy was t he patriarch who owned most of what i s nowconsidered Saansea Village-.
He set aside aburial ground at the foot of Ledge Road (Eddy Burial G ound, NHC #D818)
which served as a famly ground fromca. 1687 to 1838. Ebenezer, oneof the Edy sons,
sold his hundred-acrefarmto JonathanHill in1720. TheHill House at 1 Main Street

(ca. 1750, MHC #Do5, Photo #1) i sextant. Also docunmentingthe area's early

devel oprment i sthe O d Burial Gound (MHC#DB15) behind Town Hall on Main Street, where

the earliest stone dates t o February 1737/1738. Followi ng the Revolutionary Vér and
* the passing of alocal smallpox epidemc, Hill Farmwas broken up, andseveral houses

were constructed close together onwhat i s nowMin Street (Photos #1 and 7). These houses,
built between ca. 1790 and 1800, include the Northam House at 27 Main Street (ca. 1794,
MC #D60), the Mason House at 21 Main Street (ca. 1800, NMC #D62), the Nottingham House

at 160 Bl mStreet (ca. 1794, MC #D91), the Chase/ Mason House at 15 Main Street (ca. 1795,
MC #D63) and 9 Main Street (ca. 1794, MHC #D64). Less closely settled devel opnent

Bl BLI GRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

1849 nap of Saansea and 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County.
Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Departnent, architects file.
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion, Saansea |nvnetory, 1977, 1986.
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Architectura Significance (continued)

oneor xvo gories and of frame congtruction, are largely vernacular interpretations of the Georgian,
federal, ad Itdianate syles Excgations include the high-style Itdianate Stevens Mandgon on Man
Sret and a limited number of vernacular Gathic Revi-trd, Ssoond Empire, Colonid Reviva, and Craftaman
hous=s At the center of the grillage are three ingtituti onal buildi n%s done, architect-designed in
revival ses and built bertieen 180 and 1900 TTro 20th-century brick schods dominating the vestern
ad of the village are Georgan Revivd instyle. A late 19th-oentury brick and frame industria oomde<
on Lewx Brodk is utihtarian i n desgn. : .

Mag of the village's 18th and early 19th-century houses are dudered & the eestern end near the
intersecuon of BHm Sregt and Man Street/ Slevens Road (Photo *M). These vernediolar Georgian ed
Fedard housss are generdly 2-1 /2 dories vixh double-pile plans, gable roofs, and brick interior
chimnej's. Ealies of thexeisthe Hill Hause a 1 Man Siret (ca 140, MHC *Dc5), aGeorgan house jnxh
five-bay, center-entry facede and massve centra chimney. The gabled entry porch and central door
vere updaed in the Fedad period, and the 6/6 “"nndov ssehmey have beenindtdled & that time- The
Northam House & 27 Main Stret (ca 124, MHC *D60, Phato *7) is a Georgian hdf-house -rith athree-bay
facede, end-bay entry, ad interior chimney behind the opposte end bay. Other Georgian resdences
have bean remoddled: 9 Main Street (ca 1790, MHC *D64, Phato *1), converted to a Caonid Reviva house
vixh the addition of a gambrd roof and columned porch, and 21 Man Strest (ca 1600, MHC *D62, Phatos
*1 and 7), nov an Itdianate strticture vixh abracketed sde bay, long first floor vindovs, and aflat-
roofed, columned porch.

( the village's Fedeard syle dvellings, both 2 1 /2-story housss and 1 1 /2-story cgpes sunhve, mod vitii
five-bay, center-entr’N' facedes and paired irnerior end ciiimneys. Good exanples of the 2 1 /2-story house
ae the Mason Hcetre & 1'>Mdan Street (ca 176, MHC *D63, Fhoto *"'1), a shingle-clad house vith corner
boards, dayed vindov lintels, and pedimented door surround, and the Vinslov House & ® Main Sred '
(ca 130, MHC *D58, Phato *4), a'wdl-presarved example of the sxjie rrixh full-length sddights and a
ssgmeantd arch pedimeant over the axr’y. A prominent full cgpein the Fedad syleisthe Hull Hose & »
B Man Stret (ca 170, MHC *D52, Phato Bmit into an incline on the north 9de of Man Srest, the
Hull House incorporates afive-bay brick besamat vith center entri™ on the south election (facade). An
devaed full-vidth porch vith Sde entry provides aooess to the main floor of the house above dred levd.
The house isas recently restored.

There are fev examples of the Gresk or Gathic Revid sylesin Svansea Village, likely the result of little
nev devdopmeant inthe ssoond quarter of the 19t centiiry. The Grek Revivd cottege a@ 117 Bm Sret
(«N. 189 MHC *D86) isal 1/2-story house vith a3-bay exdga>le facade, sde-hdl plan, vide frieze ed
comerboards, and entablature door surround. Thefirst Christ Church (1847, demadished ca 18%9) on

Man Srest Vs agda-led. center-entry, Gotiiic Re'n\d building vith board and batten sding. Survi-t/ing
vernacular Gotilic Reviva buildings&'e tvo ocottages 6 Man Stret (ca 1300, MHC *1'57) and 72 Main
Sredt (ca 130, MHC *D56). These1 1/2-story buildings hete five-bay facades and center crossgables »
containing single round-arched vindovs. The front doors have different detailing: a bracketed door

hood and no sddights & *&4, and aflat entablaiui'e and three-quarter Sddights a * 2.

Atypicd m S"asa Villagedue to the edat o itsai'chitectural daboration isthe high-style Slevas
Mandon (MHC *D61, Phato *2) a 24 Main Stredt, built in 18%- The main house and other period buildings

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance (continued)

on the property—a carriage house and office (ca 1860)~are veil articulated vith Itdianate detall. The
main house, athree-gtory, hip roof structure vith a TiTgp-around porch and semi-octagond  three-story
rear bay, isreportedly areplicaof aSouth Carolinamansi onrailing indudes bracketed eaves, long
first floor “Nendovs eround-arched MindoSs & the third story, asqueare cupola et the roof ridge, and
eaborate cut-out porch balusirede. At the roof ridge of the one-gtory office is abird houss _a%he
main house i n miniature. Other buildings on the property include the tvo-story frame carriage

(ca 1830) articulated by acentral gabled pavilion and corner quoins, and aone-gory buildingthat
formerly contained bo™Ming lanes (ca 1900). This corner Site, the mod spaaa%s resdentia property in
Svansea Village, hes saved as aschod for for nearly fifty years Three frame Colonid Reviva
dormitoriesvith gambrd roofs, built ca 193 are s from both Man and Hm Strests.

Completion of tlie Sevens Mangon precipitated congruction in the village of other Itdianate Sructures,
though congderably less ambitiousin scde and detailing. Four cottages of ca. 1830 vere built by the
Sevans family to house same of the many families vho vorked on the Sxeras farm. Threg 8 Man
Street (MHC *D54), 2 Man Sret MHC *D53). and 96 Main Sregt (VHC *D51), are smilar 1 1/2-gtory,
three-bay, Sde-entry dvellingsvith gable end to the street. Thair common detailing indludes
overhanging eaves, thin cornerboa‘'ds, mddad «Tiindov heeds and entablature door surrotinds. Full-
length front vindovs on thefirst floor contain 6/9 seeh. Another house built by the Stlevens family for
enployess is 745 SeVas Road (ca 1830, MHC *D70). The housss man entry vas rdocated to asde
deMaion during a 1940s remodding, dthough the south Sde (facade) retains Itdianate brackets & the
comice. A lae exarple of the Itdianate 3™Ye isthe Henry Vood Hauge & 80 Man Streat (1830, MHC *D5,
Phato *3). Tliistvo-story arass-gable dvelling hes athree-bay facade and one-gory, vrap-sround porch
vixh Daric pogts cutout balustrade, and bracketed cornice.

Ore of the only mansard roof dVelingsin S¥anses and the only one in S¥Nas=a Villageis 52 Mam Sret
(ca 180, MHC *D59). This1 1/2-dory cottege hes afive-bay, center-entryfac8.de, three gabled dormers,
a bracketed cornice, and a double-door entry vith round-arched lights. A detached tvo-cer garage (ca
1890) ds0 hes amansard roof.

Svansea Village retainslittle evidence of historic commerdd acti\.Ity. The long-time commercid focus

a Gray's Comer is nov dominated by resdences. Near the corner, the Case Hatd vas condructed ca. 1810
on the ste of Gray's Inn and GCoach Sop (1803, burned). The hotel, nov 783 Stevens Roed (iffIC *D69). Vs
asubgantia Itdianate structure " itli gable end to the dreet and afuil-"M'idth front porch. 1n 1930 the
bmlding vas turned 9 degress today afive-bay, center-entry facade faces tlie dreet, behind avhite
picket fence cgopad rmxh urn finials a the entrances. The facede retainsthe bracketed cornice. A tvo-
dorj rltérisgk ell onthe rear of the building and aone-bay gadded entry porch on the facade vere added in
1933-190.

Three gone ingtitutional buildings dudered on the north Sde of Main Street are the product of the
philantiiropic efforts of the S8;Bns family. Tovn Hal (1891, MHC *D67, Phatos *3 and 4), desgned by J.
Merrill Brovn of Bagtion, isthe only Romanesque R&N\™d building in Svansea J. J. Highlands of Fl
River vas the builder for the field gone building trimmed vith Longmeadov brovnstone; Angus
Mcd)ondd of Bodon executed the interior carpentry. The one-dory building isasymmetrica 1n messang
vitl amulti-hipped roof, round-arched entry porta, and off-center bell- and clock-tover on the facade.
Tovn Hdl originally houssd atoTiTi meeting hall, the library, and a sdectmen's room.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Architectural Significance (continued) ;o

Ead of Tovn Hal isChrigt Church (MHC *D68, Phato *5). the ssoond edifice for the Protestant Episoopd
church & Svansea Village. Thre comerstonefor the nev building, condructed on the dte of an earlier
Gathic Revivd building, vas lad Augud 27,1899; the church vas conssorated June 6, 190. Desgned by
the ren0"Ymed ecdedadicd architect Henry Vaighan of Bogton, Chrigt Church isbuilt of rough-cut gone
ladin regular coursss Its crendated vest toN'er, conicd Stair tover, buttressed gebled end "V, and
pointed arch T"indov and door sxirrounds impart amedie'd English flavor to the village.

Qe of the bxiildings bersean Tovn Hal and Chrigt Church is the Frank Se'ras Library (1900, MHC *D&5,
Phatos *3 and 4), dso desgnaed by Henry Vaughan. Stylidtically, the library dravs on Hlizabethan
precedent, vhich the architect bdieved -s*uld harmonize bet vith the Romanesgje TdSn Hall and the
Gothic vemecular Chrigt Church. [Morgen | Exeouted in granite vith trim of red Rasdem sandgtone, the
library is 1-1/2 doriesvith a Sde-gabled daeroof, vood octagond cupola and asymmetricd facade
incorporating three aass-gable paithlions. Mullioned vindovsin round-arched surrounds and gone

aopad gables and finial's complete the desgn.

The only Shingle Sjrle building inthe village isthe Dorothy Brovn Lodge a 8B Ledge Roed (MHC *D75).
Btdltin 180 asalooge for the locd order of Gl FAIOCs the gabled, 1 1/2-story bitiilding of rectangular

- massang hes continiwus shingle dadding and a three-bay, center-entry facade The lodge features afull-
vidth front porch marked by gebled openings & the end bays, each get>le containing a Sngle round-
arched lomaed “dndov.

Maet of Svansaa Village's contributing 20th-century buildings are Colonid Revivd resdences Sire ae
older buildings remoddled in the early 20th century, such asthe dd Cese Hatd a 70 Stevans Road (s
aose and the former Cae Hdl & 77 Stevans Roed (MHC *"D71). A 2 1/2-gory, Sdegabled sructure
built ca 180 & an assambly hall. Case Hal "Yas mo™ed from the hotd property to its present location ad
converted to a house in 1906, Cxdond Re/i”vd dements addad a that time include pedimented dormers a
semi-circular columned porch on the 5-bay center-entry facade, and PdJadian vindoTi's in the geble
ends The only four-square hatise i n the Millage is the Dr. Hilton House & 10 Man Streat (ca. 1935, MEC
*DR0), vith ar:ra>-around porch of 1wic columns Shingled Caonid ReMiva housss vith 3-bay facades
oriented gambre end to the dreat include 147 Bm Sirest (ca 1910, MHC *D89) and 1% and 157 Bm Sret
(ca 1910 MHC *D90); eech of these holises hes afull-width front porch. A later example of the Cdonid
R%\'i%/z;lias;%Dmm Cdonid a 1277 Bm Srest (ca 190, MHC *D88), vixh adde-gambrd dhgpe ad afull-
vidt mer.

A trernacular bungaov is the Martin Hause & 18 Ledge Roed (1908, MHC *D74). A unique building, this
bungaov Takh jerkin-head roof is condtructed of cament blocks. The blocks, mede by alocd sone meson,
rrere reportedly first vised i nthe areaiin the condrtiction of this house At 0 Bm Strest (ca, 1915 MHC
*1>8) is a"Ndl-presarved center-entry bungaov. Characteridic Crafisman-gij'le detailing indudes
gépo@ 6(ggl‘iers, an oMiagsd gabled dormer, and integral porch "Nixh square pods on ashingled

ugr

Magor 20th-century congtruction i n the village indudes o Georgian Reviva schodl buildingsof brick.
Tre tetrasf/le portico and brick "Ydgs of the Frank Seras Sthod & 1 Gardna's Nedk Roed (1908, MHC
*D45) provide a grong visia anchor & the vestern end of Man Strest. Desgned by Henry Vaughan,
thisschod vas the third Stevens-funded building condructed in Svansaa Village. Nearby on Man Sregt

Staple to Inventory form at bottnin
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Architectura Significance (continued)

is the village's largest building, the .Josgoh Case High Schod (1927, MHC *D46), desgned by James Ritchie.
Originaly Svanssdsfirst high schod and nov ajunior high, the 2 1/2-gtory schoadl Is an asymmetricd,
hipped roof strticture vith asguare cupola gabled end pavilions, corner quoins, and amodillion cornice.
The doudle-doar center entry has a gone entabl ature surround and gx-pane transom. A tvo-story brick
ving vas adod to the eedt 9de of the building i nthe 19505

The singleindustria building in STas=a Village, the Svan Finishing Ga on Ledge Road (ca 1830, MHC
*'D72), isabrick tvo-story building of utilitarian desgn vith alov-pitched gable roof. A brick chimney
and some 6/6 "dnhdov seeh are intact. The building vas expanded %ixh frame additionsin the early 20th
century, and is nov usd for Sorage.

Svansea. Village includes three contributing cemeteries. The oldest of these isthe Eddy Burial Ground
(MHC *'D8i8) east of Ledge Road. An Eddy family burial place, the ground contains 60 stones ranging
from 1687 to 1838. Abronze tablet vaserected in 1948 by the Eddy Family Association in honor of.
Zachariah Eddy (1639-1718), one of the purchasers of Svansea. The cemetery beiiind To-~TI Hall isalso
knovn asthe Old Btjrial Ground (MHC *~D815)- This cemeter™" contains 90 stones ranging in date from
February 1737/8 to 1932. Finally, Christ Church Cemetery (fiHC * D814) vas established M th the
construction of the first Christ Church in 1847. A stone gatei'a.y in the Gothic Revival style has three
pointed-arch bays and finial s surmounted on corner posts. Burials in the cemetery, ranging fromthe

1840s to the present, incliide the Sevensfamily crypx.

Higor'Od Significance (continued)

&= occurred beyond the intersection, vith the construction of cgpes such as R Main Siret (ca 170
mc *D52, Phato *6) and 107 Hm Street (ca 1720, MHC *D84).

The intersection of Hm Stregt, Main Street, and Sevans Road became the det.'doping village's commerdd
a"'dl asresdentid focus. In 1815, Israel Brajnon built his house on Bm Srest end hisgore a the
corner of Man and Bm (neither are extant). Hattng established acenter for trade in the “Mlage

Brayton

gathered the products of the countryside and shipped them far and vide, by cart to Bogon
and Al , by ship to the southern sates He traded goes from the village shoamekears
cotton cloth AToven in the homes from yam spun a the SN"Nsaa Union Catton
Manufacturin? (o in the Village, and the S¥anssa Cotton Manufacttiring Co. in vhat is
nov Hortonville, for rum and mdasses china, oices and colontiess vares not avalleble a
home. Themill in the Village 4Yes converted (later i n the century] to the manufacture of
paper, and ladies began sEK'ing strav bonnets a home, 0 tvo nev products vere acold for
trade. Mr. Brat\non tjsed the name Scrabbletovn on his correspondence. Perhepsit hed
been usad beforethat timeand it certainly perasted long afterTi'ards, although no one
knovstheorigin. [SvanseaTercentenary]

In 18, Igradl Brajnon sld his house to Philip Beker, ashoemd:er, ad his sore to Josgoh F. Gece ad
John A. Waood, traders. Other trades represented vere those conmmmon to adevdoping Mllege such ss a
vhedwig™ht hop and smith shop.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Higtoricad Significance (continued) . ;-

The presence of these commerdd entities brought increasing identity to tiie village and encouraged the
edablishment of severd ingtitutionsthere. A Rogt Office hed been edablished m 184 andin 180 the
Union Meating Hause vas built on the Ste of tlie present Tovn Hall. Methodists Baptists, Svedenborgians,
and Uni'iiersaligs participated in the dedication service and subssquently met therefor vorship. It vas

in the Medting Hauee that the SvanseaSodd Library vas organized m 1841 Thisgroup purchassd books
to e pessad from member to membear. Soon the name vas to Svanssa Public Library Assodiation,
the prede%es_mrlghe Free Public Library housad in various Millage lo-stions until the library "S5
condructed In .

Union Medting Houge contintied to be usad for sodd and a”"dc medtings for many years, dthough
shifting loyaties gnong its supporting groups resulted inless fregtient sr'hcesby a 196 The
Episoopelians of Svanssahad been atending serices in neighboring ¥arren, Rhode Idand, but in 1845,
the Rev. Amos D. MdCoy of the Church of the Ascenson in Fal River begento preach in theMealng
Housz Maw in the ".'illage became interested i n the establishment of an Episoopal Church and, .
conssquently, Chrigt Church vas organized in 1846. An attractive Gathic Ré"dvd edifice vas eretted on
the ste of the present church on Main Strest and dedicated in Decamba 1847. Chrig Chiirch Carday
(MHC *D814) "Vith its Gathic Reviva gatevay is a”edige of the church'searly presence in thevillage.

In addition to these institutional deirdopments a mill began operations a the foot of Ledge Roed on
LeMan Brook ca 1840. Ledge Roed 65 then referred to as Paper Mill Lane. Here Villiam Mitch
menufectured strav paper. The factory may hefye occupied the dte of en _earl?/ SNans=a cotton f actory
opearated by the S/Yarsey Union Cotton Manuf acturing Compery, ebout vhich littleis kno/*Ti. The precise
location of thisfirst factor™ is unclear according to sscondary sources sare of vhich doaumat xiie
factor dte asLevin Brook and other as vest of Svansea Village. About mid-century the paper mill

shed) houssd a ba and dancehdl under tlie proprietorship of Hovard & Ivlitchel and later

(}Aad and other partners. (¥right, 134]

By ca 180 Svasmsa Villagehazl asumed the character of aself-sufficient nudeated settlement.
Accordingto amgp of the , the "dlage consded of & leest one dozen resdences, sx shops tvo
churches, and Gray's Haotd, a;?ed roughl from the present S«evas Road to the Man Sregt-Ledge
Roed intersection. The esenoe he hotdl 2/ onger extant), Stuated near BHm Streeton tlierced eedt
to Somerset, Dighton, amITaJnton causd the adjaoent mtersectlon to bekno"Ti &8 "Gray's Come.” The
hotel vas repla:ed vith a ssoond hotd ca. 1870

A budness partnership established during the CaliforniaGdd Rush of 189 precipitated a great ded of
ddi.’dopmant in Svans=aVillagein ensuing decedes Jares Birch, an unknoSTi Yyoug man,  probably
from South Cardlina, departed from Providence to sak hisfortune. In the same party traveling vest vas
Frank Shav SEVas aradYe of Vermont. These men and others operated a budnessin Cdif ornia for
hauling goods and provisons to miners and tra?dersin the mountains. Stevans later engeged in
restaurant and dage coach concerns. James Birch returned to the Eag Coedt and in 182 married dulia
Chece in S'YasaVillage. Thair manson on the village street, 24 Main Strest (ca 1865, MHC *D61, Photo
*2), vas completed shortly t>efore Mr. Birch vas logt & seain 1%/ a the age of tvelity-nine. Mrs Birch
married her former husband's buaness pai'tner, Frank S Stevans (1827-18998), in 1858 The couple mece
their homein the mangon in S¥asaVillage. S8-as bacame very adit®e in thelifeof tlie communirf,
and vas involvedin tliedirection of severd millsin Fl Fiver, didtilleriesin Kentucky, and many other

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Higtoricd Significance (continued)

enterprises. In 1873 after the degth of hisvife Julia Sevans married Hizabeth Cese (d. 1930), vhose
family OTimed the hotel i nthe village (789 S€/ens Roed, ca 1870, MHC *D69). The financial resources of
the S8vans family changed the face of Svansea Village.

Parhaps the acti-vity condudied on the largest scdle in SYansaa Village during the third quarter of the
19th century vas the operation of the Slevens Fam, vhich covered large tracts of land north end south
of Man Strest & the eedtern edge of the village. Horssresding and cultivation of crops vere the
principal adi"vities Vork on the farm generated the congruction of nearly one-haf doazen homes ca
1830 At leedt four Itdianate cotteges a 86,92, and 6 Man Sreat (VHC «*D54, D53, D51) and 745 Sevans
Roed (VHC *D70) are kno/m to have bean condructed by SENas for the families of men under his
employ; afifth cottage & 123 Hm Siret (not sur'reyed) is another possble Sevans cottage

The S&as cottages comprised the bulk of resdentia congtruction in Svansea Village during these
years. Other individuasvho built homesin the village incltide Henry ¥ood, vho ovned the former
Braj™ton Store and podt office a the corner of Man and Bm Streets. His house & 80 Main Strest (ca 1830,
liHC *D55, Photo * 3) a the comer of Ledge Road isalae Itdianate crass-gabled dvelling vixh avrap-
aoxind porch, and begoegks itso-vner's podtion in the community. Woads duties as Tovn Clak after 1830
“Nere carried out in his home before the construction of axovn hall. A notevorthy hotise dueto its
unusud gyleinthe villageis the home of Thomes Chese & 52 Main Sireat (ca. 18/0, MHC *D59). The
\égle;a?gslonly mansard cottage, the Chese Hause isone of the fev Ssoond Empire houses knoxTi to have
uilt in Svansea

Congderadle building activity characterized the last d'sste of the 19th century a& SvanseaVillage. A
toMn hall, library, and nev Episcopd church viHae among the buildings congtructed.  All three buildings
vas funded by the SE™V'as family, vhose generosity e™M'ntudly resulted infive nev td™-n buildings &
SvansmVillage. In 1801 Frank Seras presented To™ Hdl on Man Street (MHC *DE 7, Photo <+ 3), a
building of Romanesque RavY'd desgn condructed from rough field gones taken from “Vdls on the
farmsovned by S€irens The dedication proceedings record that S8v-as located the building in that part
of SVnsaahe determined to be modt likely to increase in vdueinthe future, i.e, addidopng area
Early t07/n medings vere hdd in amedinghouse in Barrington, Rhode Idand, and later in pri‘rately
dYned homes or hdls a North Svansea, Luther's Cormer, and Horton'ville. Architect of Tovn Hall, J
Merrill Brovn (b. 1853) of Boston, dudied & M.I.T. and vorked in the offices of H. H. Richardson ad

& Seans His commissons include the Fee Public Library in Rocheder, Mass (1891-2), the
Massssoit Nationd Bank i n Fdl River, and the Eddy Building in Nev Bef ord.

The legecy of Frank S<evas continued a”er his 1828 death, vixh hisvife and edate assuming the aods of
congructing anev building for Christ Church (MHC *D638, Phato /5) and a Public Librar™r (MHC *De&g,
Photo *4), both compleled on Main Street in 1900, Though not acommunicant of Christ Church, Seras
had been interested 1n the chtirch's i.'due to the community. The early Gathic Reviva building vas sold
a atiction and removed from the Stein 1899, and vorship continiied a To'm Hall during congtruction.
The present Gatiiic RéYivd vernacular ciitircii vas consecrated Jine 6,1900. SNgsea Hee Public
Library gated in 188 asthe Ciirig Churcli Bodk Cirde. The following yeer tiie Svansea PUbhc Library
Assodation vas organized "Nith tiie donated Chrigt Church collection. For more than adecade the library
ucoessNdy operated out of pri’Vate homes, avecant dore, the pod office, and finally tlie to™i liall. The
tovn 4TCal for the condruction of aFee Public Library in March 18%6.
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Historica Significance (continued)

Bogon architect Henry Vaughan designed both chtirch and libran,”, thtis beginning an association vith
the Ste-vsfamily that Mould last until hisdestii in 1917. A prominent ecclesastica architect especialy
noted for his Gothic Re-nva designs, Vaughan vas born and schooled i n England vhere he ‘rorked for
the renovned English Gothicist George Bodley. Thetvo men collaborated on the National Cathedrd in
Washington, DC after 1906. Vaughan relocated to Bogonin 1882, although the circumstances of hisinitial
acquaintance T/iXh the Steronsfamily of Svanseaare unclear. (Morgan, 16 | Inadditionto the chinch
and library, Vatighan's other commissons for Elizabeth (Mrs. Frank) SteMens are the bronze doors on her
husband'stomb (1898) a Christ Church Cemetery (MHC *D814), and the Frank S Se/as Schodl a 1
Gardner'sNeck Roed (1908, MHC *D45). Sxevans Schoadl isaGeorgian Reviva structure consdered to be a
re5'orking of the architect's design for the to”Mn library in Bourne, Mass. (1896-1897). Although the
school bearsthe lantern/cupola ssenin anumber of Vatighan's non-Gothic designs, including the
SSansaLibrary, the full-height tetrast'i'le portico is consdered unusual inVaughan's vork. (Morgan,
127-129 ] Vaugiian dsodrev up the early plans for the Josgph Case High Schod (1927) on Main Street,
funded by Mrs. Stevens. World War | and the architect's -desth pre™nted completion of tiie school plans,
vhich vere eventually executed by another architect. [J. Cage High Sciiool, 15] 1n 1927 Mrs. Stevens gave
$/5(X!0 to the Nationd Cathedrd for one of the great crossing piersin Vaughan's memory. (Morgan, 166 |

Otlier major constrtiction a SvanseaVillageintlie late 19th centtiry ~ras anev mill on Ledge Foed, nov
knovn as the Svan Finishing Co. (MHC *D45). The present brick building vas constructed ca 183 after a
fire destrot”"d the pre™ious vood building on the site, viiich housed ableacliery. A tvo-storj" brick
addition on the south 9de dates to 1916. SvanseaDye Works, dso kno'2m as Svansea Print Works,
incorporated in 160 and operated the facton,"tmtil closingin 1956. EmploAg 50-60 hands by World War
| and approximately 100 iiands by 1930, the factory printed, dyed, bleached, and finished cotton piece
goods[Wrigiit, 1345 and Stone, 2951 and later sa\'ed as en outlet for Fall Ri-ver print cloth. Svan
Finisiiing Co. purcliased the plant in 1958, Thefactory is nov ussd as acommercia storage facility.

Thelocation of Svansedsnev Ol Fellovslodge a SvanseaVillage affirmed tlie ~dlage's emerging datus
asthe nevto-"ii center inthe late 19th century. InAugust 1893 antimt>er of Ol FAlOTTS vho resded in
Svanseabut belonged to diff erent arealodges vere granted acliarter. TheDorotiiy Bro'ro Rebekah
Lodge, named after the vife of early Svi'ansaa settler John BronTi, vas instituted & Tovn Hal later that
year. Thelodge built aShingle Style meeting hall near Tovn Hall a 98 Ledge Roed (MHC *D75) i n 1890.
[Wright, 240]

Residential constrtiction & SvanseaVillage accderated foUoving the completion of the key to”~'n
buildings and anev Pog Office & 42 Main Street (ca. 19065, MHC *D157), and the Frank Se™as Schoal a
the vestern edge of the villagein 1908. Severad Colonid ReinTd and Craf Tsman sVle houses and
bungaiovs -vere erected on open lotsaong the r* X em end of Main Street as 'Sdl as on Ledge Roed and
Bm Street. Partictilarly noteK'orthy are abungalov of locally manufactured cement blocks a& 108 Ledge
Roed (1908, MHC *"D), and agrouping of three gambrel roofed, shingled Colonid Reé™i''d houses
reportedly built by the Kellogg family & 147,155, end 15/ Em Street (ca. 1910, MHC *D89, D).

Thefifth tOYTi building a SvanseaVillage to be condructed vith Seveas family fundsisthe Josgpoh Case
High Schoal (nov Jr. High School) on Main Street (1927, MHC *D46). Dedicated to tlie memorj' of Mrs.
SeNenss father, the former high school issignificant esthe first in Svansea. Heretofore, SSanssa
d'odents of high sciiool age attended sciiool i n the neighboring xoMms of Warren and Fall Eli'rer.
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Higtoricd Significance (continued)

Spansdis poptilation hed expanded to such an extant in the early decedes of the 20th century thet the
/NI vas required to build its ovniiigh schodl. Initiated in 1916 the higii schoodl project vas ddayed by
WaldWa |, and finally redlized in 1% vhen Hlizabeth Severs officially notified the xovn of her desre
to givea high schod building.

Wiliilestill the civic focus of the XOM SVansea Village today is primarily a resdentid area At leest Xwo
of tiielarger properties “Nare converted to ingtitutional tise before the mid-20tii centun/. TlieFank S
Seras Sthod for Boj's 'Ses established & the Slevens mangon vith resdud funds from the edate of
Hizabeth SI&ens vho died in 1930, Her Sger, May A. Cass bequeathed to the Episoopd Diocese the Cese
Hod a& 3 Serens Road (MHC *D69) to edtablish the Hiza Gray Home Opaated for ten -years by the
diocee asaiiome for "Nidors and daughters of EFSDOpd clergy, the building  subsequently sad
'gd imesand is nov a pri-vate schodl. A single passve commedd venture, the Sorage facility & the
Svan Finishing Co on Ledge Raoed, is i n operation, but mogt area btisnesses are confined to U. S Roue 6
south of the village or the mdls on Siate Route 118 Tledt of the village.

Verba Boundary Destription and .Judtification

S/aﬂeaVillﬁeoomi)ﬁ%stlie gregtest concentration of intact buildings assodaed 'std historic
de\'elogm the \'llI8ge. Boundaries incorporate a line of conrenience dia’m gopro.amady 20 feet
fromthe road tiirough large properties flanking Man Street. Levin Brook and Pond pro”ide a natural
boundary dong a ponion of the village's southvestern Tre Mlageis digtingiiisied from
oontﬁmg%ray devdopmant to the southvest, and arees of less concentrated settlement to the eedt, vest, .
north, and soutiieadt.

Bibliography and/or References (continued)

Dedicatory Exardses, The Frank S Stevens Public Library Building, SvanseaMass, Sgat. 19,1900, Fl
Rr-rer: Almy & Milne, 190L

Josgoh Cease High School Sgasea, Mass (dedication souvenir) Fdl Ri"'er: The Cunean Press 1927

Morgan, William. Tre Almighty Wall: Tiie Architectureof Henry Vaughan. Cambridge MA and London:
Tre Architectural History Foundation and MIT Press 1983

Perce Hden, el Svansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. SvanseaMA, 1967.

Procesdings and Addressss a the Dedication of the Taxm Hall in SYYsea Mass on Sgat. 9,1891.
River: Almy & mine, 182

Stone,Orral.. Higon“of Massachusdts Indudtries. Vol.1. Bogon-Cliicago: S J ClarkePublisiingCo.,
1930

Wright, Gis Olney. Higtory of S™sega, Mass 1667-1917. Svansea ToTii of Svansea 1917.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom



_ _District Datasheet
SvsnseaVillage Historic District, Svansea, Massacliusetts

Map ~ MHC * Historic Name Address Date of Status Style Resource
Construction
72/43 D& 0 EIm Street ca 1915 C Craftsman B
garage ca. 1930 C -— B
72/44  DS3 - 102 Elm Street ca 1840 C Italianate B
72/45 D& Mary Althom House 107 Elm Street ca 1790 C Federal/ltalianate B
stable/garage ca 180 C late 19C utilitarian B
72/46 D& 108 Elm Street ca 1890 C Colonial Revi'vd B
garage ca. 1930 C — B
72/47 D86 Mary Sade House 117 Elm Street ca. 1849 C Greek Revi'va B
garage ca 1935 C — B
72/48 D87 R. C. Gray House 118 Elm Street ca. 1880 C [ltalianate B
bai'n ca 1835 C late 19C utilitarian B
72/49 — — 123 EIm Street ca 1860 C vernac. Italianate B
72/50 DBS 127 Elm Street ca. 1920 C Dutch Colonial B
garage cd. 1920 C — B
72/51E — 137 Elm Street ca 1950 NC  modern rancli B
garage ca 190 NC — B
72/52 D89 Kellogg House 147 Elm Street ca 1910 C Colonial Revival B
carriage hse/barn ca. 1910 C early 2C utilitarian B
72/53 DO Baldvin House 155 EIm Street ca 1910 C Colonia Revi-Td B
carriage hse/barn ca. 1910 C ea'ly 2C utilitarian B



72/54
72/1

72/42

73/2

64/3
64/4

64/5

72/6
72[7A
73/8C
73/9
73/10

72/11
72/12

72/13

72/14

DA1

D2

D72

D818

D73

D75
D74

Nottingham House
garage

Sade House

garage
barn

Frank Stevens School

Svan Finisiiing Co.
otTice
storage btiilding

Eddy Bxirial Ground
bronze tablet

Bro'Sn Rebekaii Lodge

Mai'tin Hotise
garage

Hill House

garage

James Mason House
garage

John Mason House
garage

157 Elm Street
160 Elm Street

167 ElIm Street

1 Gardners Neck Rd.

11 Ledge Road

Ledge Road

19 L edge Road
29 Ledge Road
88 Ledge Road
98 Ledge Road
108 Ledge Road

1 Main Street
9 Main Street

15Main Street

21 Main Street

ca 1910

174
1930s

C

C
C

ca 1755,ca 1900C

ca 1920s
ca 1880

1908

ca. 1889
ca 1910
ca 1930

169%
1948

ca.1815

ca 1970

ca 1960s
1899

1908
ca 19GS

ca, 1750

ca. 1790/1900
ca 1945

ca 1795
ca 1940

ca 1800
1940s

2o 8o 80 000 0 3 3 0 8o H O 0 00

Swansea Village H.D./2

Colonial Revival

vernacular Federd
utilitarian

Georgian/Col. Rev.
20C utilitarian
Siiingle

Georgian Revi'vel

late 19C utilitarian

Colonial Re\'iv8l
altered utilit. bldg.

Federal

modern ranch

Shingle

Colonia Revival
20C utilitarian

Georgian

Georgian/Col. Rev.

Federd

Georgian/ Italianate



72/15

72/16
72/23

72/55
72/17
72/18

72/19
72/24

72/20
72/21

72/22

72/25
72/56

D6l

Des

D814
D157
D39

D38
D66

D57
D%

D815

Stevens Mansion 24 Main Street
officeV/bird house
carriage house
bo-TXling lanes
3 dormsfor school
gymnasium
?_ranite bollai'd/iron fence (Main St.)
leldstonevail (Elm Street)
Northam House 27 Main Street
Christ Church Mein Street
parish office/day school

Christ Church Cemetery Main Street

Village Pog Office 42 Main Street
Thomas Chase House 52 Main Street
garage
Winslov House 59 Main Street
Frank S Stewns Main Street
Public Library
— 64 Main Street
J.L. Wellington House 72 Main Street
garage
Henry Wood House 80Mein Street
ga-age
To-vn Hall Main Street
Old Burial Grotind Main Street

ca 1860
ca 1860
ca 1900

ca 1875
ca 1860

ca 1794

1847
ca 1905

ca 1870
ca 1890

ca 1820

ca 1850

ca 1870

ca 1880

ca 1737

O 0 65 5O O

0O 000 0O O 80 0O 00880000

Svansea Village n.D./3

Italianate
Italianate
Italianate
Colonia Revival
Colonia Revival

Georgian

Gotiiic Re\aval
altered barn

ww ®w QDoHowmoom

— Si.
Colonial Revival

B
Second Empire B
Victorian Gotiiic B
B
B

Federal
Elizabetlian Re™Vd

vernac, Gotiiic Rev.

vernac. Gothic Rev.

Italianate

Romanesque Revival



73/26 D4
73/27 D53
73/29 D32

73/28 D51
73/57 —
73/30F —

73/31 D0

73/32 —

73/33 D49

73/58B —

73/34 D48

73/35 —
73/59D —
73/36 D46

73/31G —

Stevens Cottage™* 1
Ste-vens Cottage * 2

Hull House
garage

Ste-vens Cottage *'3

garage

Dr. John Hilton House
garage

garage

Daniel Waods House
barn
stone -vail

V.F. W.Hall

S?YanseaFire House

Joseph Cas=High Sch.
shop

8 Main Street
92 Main Street
93 Main Street

9% Main Street
98 Main Street
102 Main Street

109 Main Street

110 Main Street

125 Main Street

140 Main Street

142 Main Street

154 Main Street

Main Street
Main Street

166 Main Street

ca 1860
ca 1860
ca 1790

ca 1870
ca 1850

ca, 1830
ca 1870
1970s

ca 1950s

%0 3 0 038 0oo 8o 8o 88 o0 0 0 O O

Snansea Village n.D /4

Italienete
Italianate
Federal

Italianate

W W W

vernacular ltalianate B

modern cape

Colonia Revival

Colonia Revival

Greek Re-iivd
1C utilitarian

Italianate

vernac. Greegk Rev.

Georgian ReAJvd

modern cape

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
S
B
B
B
B
B
B
B



73/38 D47

72/39H D70

72/40 D71

72/41 D9

M. Btiffington House 222 Main Street
shed and ciiicken coop

Hillside Stock Farm

bai-n _
stone valil

Cez= Hall

745 Stevens Road

757 Stevens Roed

shed

garage

stone vail
Ca=Hotdl 789 Sterens Road

-vooden fence

ca 1820
ca.1890

ca 1860/1940
1880s
ca.1850

ca. 1870/
1905

ca.1890

1960s

ca; 1850

ca, 1870/
1900
ca. 1900

Key: Map * =sheet number of assessor's map/property number in district
Capitd letter a end of property number denotes noncontributing property

0O 0 00 O 00F Ho

Snansea Village n.D/5

Federal/Colonia Rev.

19C utiltarian

dtered Italianate

1C utilitarian

Colonid Re-vivd
late 19C utilitarian

Italianate/Coal. Rev.

C = contributing NC = noncontributing B=building S.=dte S.=structure O = object

Buildings
Stes
Structwes
Objects
Totd

contributing noncontributing
23

72
3 0
6 0

0 J.
81

B
B
B
B
S
B
B
B
S
B

St.
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