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1. Name

historic Bradford - Union Street Historic District

and/or common Bradford Area

2. Location

dreet & number Multiple (see continuation «heef.;)

vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
X district public X occupied
building(s) X private X unoccupied
structure both woric in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted
no

N/A being considered

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple (see continuation sheet)

street & number Multiple

Plvmouth

city, town N/A vicinity of

Of:. [/ .e
EXP, , 10721/~

or NPS use only

Camg AW 13 198

date entered

B

S-jrf.
liMnot for publication

Plymouth code 023

Present Use

, agriculture museum

A commercial park
educational X private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military other: (waterfront)

state Massachusetts 02360

5. Location ofLegal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, eic.  Flymouth County Registry of Deeds
dreet & number Russell Street
city, town Plymouth

gae Massachusetts 02360

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets

title of the Commonwedth ..

date
M assachusetts Historical

depodtory for survey records

city, Boston

has this property been determined eligible?

yes X

federal state county local

Commission

state Ma.g.c;ahiicotts Q"N1"«



7. Description Bradford - Union Street Historic District, Plymouth, MA

Condition Check one Checic one
X excellent ~ deteriorated ~ unaltered original site

good ruins altered moved date 1920 (Property #9)
X fair unexposed

Dascribe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

Located adjacent to the southern portion of Plymouth Harbor, the Bradford - Union Street
Historic District, extends north of Sandwich Street down a hillside towards the water-
front. Encompassing approximately six acres of land and thirty-nine buildings;two of
which are intrusions, It is bounded on the east by Water Street and on the west by
Bradford Street. Although once an active commercial harbor area which included associated
industrial buildings, the district is now primarily a residential one characterized by
closely clustered modest 19th century houses originally built for sea captains and water-
front workers. The district best retains Its 19th century compact character along the
hillside south of Union Street. Along the waterfront, however, forming the northern
boundary of the district, 20th century construction of a yacht club, and a marine company
have generally destroyed most vestiges of 19th century industry and commerce that once
were located here.

Although the district is quite homogenous, unified, and vernacular in nature its buildings
can generally be subdivided Into four categories, three of these are residential groupings
that include (1) three,bay vernacular.dwellings; (2) ./early-mid 19th century cottages,

and (3) multiple family dwellings. The fourth category encorporates the district's
commercial structures. A more detailed description of these properties follows in the
above mentioned order. Buildings at 7, 13, 17 Bradford and 533 Union Street (mgp #33,

31, 29, 18, 36, Photo #9, 12, 6, 13) fall within the first category and thus share stylistic
elements as well as a similar sense of scale and massing.

These clapboarded, 2h story dwellings are characterized by a simple, straightforward,
and vernacular design, which except for 33 Union Street (Mg #36) present a three-bay
facade with a side hall plan. Buildings is this group are generally Greek Revival in
style displaying a gable end to the street and cornice returns (5,33 Union Street, 7,13
Bradford Street). Of these Greek Revival dwellings, 13 Bradford Street (Mg #31) is the
most distinctivein its use of detail which includes a lunette in the gable, pilastered
cornerboards, and a widely molded architrave with corner blocks surrounding the doorway.

Almost half of the structures in the district fall within the second group which includes
a total of 13 -cottages. It is primarily these buildings which give the district
a sense of unity and cohesiveness as well as its unique and distinct character. Except
for two Ih story cape cod cottages (Mg #20, 7, Photo #5), the majority are Gothic
Revival in derivationwith a large number distinguished by bargeboard trims along the
eaves (Map #14, 22-27, Photo 2,3,10, 11). Most of these Gothic Revival structures were
built as part of Ansel Harlow's real estate venture in the late 1840's. Houses that
were part of this development Included new construction (Mg #22-27, 10, 12, Photo #2,3,
4, 10, 11) as well as renovations to existing structures (Mg #14,21). These compact
1% story and 1 bay deep dwellings measure approximately 14'X15"' and are rectilinear in
plan with a strong sense of verticallty.

The two remaining Gothic Revival Cottages (Mg #35, 19) are located north of Union Street
and were not part of Ansel Harlow's development. With its cross gables, flared eaves
and cupola, 26 Union Street (Map #19) is the more notable and whimsical of the two.

32 Union Street (Mgp #35) on the other hand, more simple in its design, yet accenting

a verticallty, refers more clearly to the buildings across the street.












8» Significance Bradford- IMion Street Historic District, Plymouth. M\

Period Areas of Significance—Checic andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
14001499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
16001699 X architecture education . military sociall
1700-1799 art engineering . music humanitarian
18001899 X commerce exploration/settlement. . philosophy theater
1900 communications Indugtry (maritime). . politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific datee (™~ fenr /-~ Builder/Architect

Statamant of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Bradford-Union Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. Lying close to Plymouth
Harbor, south of the major waterfront area, this district developed in the mid-18th
through the late 19th century as a neighborhood of cottages and industrial buildings
whose residents engaged in supportive trades for Plymouth's maritime industry. Although
sea-oriented activity is no longer based here, the cottages and multi-family dwellings
associated with this earlier period remain. The Bradford-Union Street Historic Dlstrlct
thus meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

During the 18th and early 19th century, the district'swaterfront reflected the growth

of the entire Pl}miouth harbor area as a notable seaport for whaling, merchant and fishing
vessels. Although always contributing to the sea-based business activities of the

town, this southern oceanfront area was a distinct and separate neighborhood with
ownership of much of the land remaining in the same families for several generations

and with most of the property owners eaming a living from the sea as marineis, sparmakers,
coopers, seaman, and shipmasters. Thus by the early 19th century the Bradford Area was
a lively and growing community composed primarily of wotkers in the maritime industry,
Typical of dwellings from this early period of development is the ¥2 story Cgoe on
Emerald Street (Mg #7, Photo #5) which belonged for mawy generations to the Churchill
family.

The 19th century brought a great many changes to this district and stamped this period
as the most active and productive in the neighborhood's history. In the early years of
the century there was a carpentry, a blacksmith, and a boatbuilding shop as well as a
wharf at what is now the juncture of Union and Water Streets. During this era, cod
fishing was an important industry for the entire Plymouth community. Dried cod was a
staple of the diet and exported from Plymouth to mawy parts of the world. The Bradford
Area was a natural spot for drying fish and was close to shipping for loading purposes.
By 1811 there were at least five flake yards in the Area's meadow and evidence remains today
of at least two fish houses. Houses at 20 and 37 Bradford Street (Mg #14 &21) were fish
houses that were converted in the later 1800's to residences. After the Revolution,

in an effort to aid and encourage the fishing industry. Congress placed a duty on
imported fish and - most important for the people in the Bradford District- granted a
bounty on dried fish. The Area was soon dotted with flake yards. Many deeds of the
early 1800's incldded rights of way to the water, or the right to wash fish by the
ocean 1

By mid century business in the district continued to thrive, and with the'construction
of new buildings and dock structures on the waterfront, as well as a foundry, commercial
activity expanded. The original foundry, which burned in 1856, was replaced by a larger



9. Major Bibliographical References

Docunents, maps & drawings on file at PilgrimHall, Court Street, Plynouth

Board of Selectmen records, 1800's, Plymouth Town Archives

Maps, & copies of O d Colony Mermorial, on file at Plymouth Library, North St., Plymouth
Wlliam T. Davis: Ancient Landmarks of Plynouth, 1883 .

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 7.04 acres
Quadrangle name Plymouth Quad Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UMT References
Alii9l 1316i215i8i0l  kiekishisiol BL L hifii2hi2inl 1aifu4isi7iAin
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The ~Bradford Area is defined by Plymouth Harbor on the Northeast, Sandwich Street on the
Southwest, the rear property “ines ,on the Easterly side of Bradford Street and the rear
property lines of the lots on the Westerly side nf Bradford, Sandwich through Emerald
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state N/A code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Nancy Cole Eidsvig, A.V. Battista, Kathryn Ruble, Preservation Planner

nameftitle  pymouth Redevelopment Authority

organization Massachusetts Historical Commigg m date June 1983

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone, (("-jj

city or town Boston sate Massachusetts ' 02108

12. State Hjstoric Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natiohai Historrc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. N
State Historic Preservation Officer signature fAQ~ruun ANlyylghghinvAar

State Historic Preservation Officer

titte Massachusetts Historical Commission date
For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entered in t)m
Matloaal Begiater— date I
Keeper of the Naticmal
I date

AhieEef Registration





















WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIOIVIAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Bradford-Union Street Historic District
Plymouth County
MASSACHUSETTS

O resubmission

CH nomination by person or local government
CH owner objection

CH appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

cr 1 3198

$-57S'
IIINTIY(S~

Worl<ing No.
Fed. Reg. Date”
Date Due:// [V ™[ A1

Action: *ACCEPT /11JO/<S3
"Sn?QteJTW Il:s RETURN
>J>tlouall Be«:l«ter REJEOT

Federal Agency:

appeal ¢ NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site

O good CH ruins CH altered moved date.

CH fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (rf known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity
I |dates

I | boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity "

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

e context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet























































































Pnion Street - 3Bx 374
Algmoutlj, MasaacljusEttB 02360 ~VII'S3

Septenber 6, 1983

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
294 Washington Street
Boston, |i A 02108

Attention: Valerie Tainmge, Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

Re: 32Union Street, Plynmouth, Massachusetts
Bradford Area Historic District

Dear Ms. Tai mage:

In response t oyour letter of August 1, 1983 addressed
to al | property owners within the above-captioned area, thisi s
to give notice that Plymouth Yacht Club, as owner of the property
located at 32 Union Street, Pljnnouth, hereby certifies that 1t is
the owner of said proFerty andobjects toitsproperty being
listed i nthe National andState Registers of Historic Places.

Pl ymout h Yacht Club

loMert L. Shea
Conmodor e

COMVONEALTH CF MASSACHEETTS
Pl ymout h, ss. September 6, 1983
Then personally appeared the above-naned Robert L. Shea,
Commodore and President of the Pljonouth Yacht Club Conpany and

took oath that the above i s the free act anddeed of the Plynouth
Yacht Club Conpany before ne.

M/ Commi ssion expires: 1/4/85



