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tor Completing National Reg/Iter Forma (National Regllttr Bulletin 18). Complete MOh Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the reqUIItld Information. If an Item doll not apply to the property being documented, enter "NIA" for "not appllolblt." For functlonl, ltyltt, mattrllll, 
and areu of 1lgnlflcance, enter only the categorlll and IUbcategoriH lilted In the ln1truotlon1. For lddltlonal 1paoe Ull continuation lhettl 
(Form 10.800a). Type all entrlll. 

1. N1m1 of Propertx 
hlatorlc name Smyrna Methodist Church 
other namellalte number ReSource tl WH,009? 

2. LOCitlon 
atreet & number N A 
cl town Center Hill 
atate Arkansas code AR ooun!Y 

3. CIIHiflcltlon 
Ownerehlp of Property 

[]private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

B 
bulldlng(l) 
dletrlot 
alte 

D atructurt 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of 
4J:A~Q Co•.u.tty ~rkansas 

1te oode 

Number of Reeourc11 within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 bulldlnga 

1 

___ altll 

___ 1tructur11 

-~-objtcta 
__ o_Total 

Number of contributing reeourc"tf/!vloualy 
llattd In the National Reglater ___ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, I hereby certify that thla 
~nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propertiea in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and profeaeional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part eo. 
In mv. i , th roperty ~ s n meet e National Register criteria. D S11 contlnual!An 1h11t. 

" 1) .. z /) 
Signature of certifying o al Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservatio 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D s.. continuation 1heet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certltlcltlon 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register . D See continuation sheet. 

D deter111ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 

D other, (explain:) --------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categoriee from lnstructiona) 
RELIGION/ Religious Structure 

7. o..criptlon 
Architectural Classification 

. (enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation sandstone 
walls _____ w_e_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_d __________________ ___ 

tin root ____________________________________ __ 

other ________ w_o_o_d ________________________ __ 

I!J See continuation sheet 
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Section number _7 __ Page ___;.1 __ 

Description 

AUG 

The Smyrna Methodist Church is a single story, gable roof, wood frame, vernacular Greek 
Revival church building with an enclosed gable foyer on the southern elevation and a central, narrow 
red brick chimney rising through the ridge. It is sheathed in weatherboard and imbricated shingles, 
covered with a metal roof and supported by a fieldstone foundation. 

This simple structure is one bay wide by three bays long. The southern elevation features the 
gable roof entrance foyer, which is decorated with imbricated shingles in the pediment and accessed 
by a pair of flush plank doors. Each side of the foyer is lighted with four-over-four wood sash 
windows. The pediment above is also decorated with imbricated shingles and jig-sawn verge details cut 
into various vegetal patterns. The eastern and western elevations are virtually identical, being punctuated 
only by three evenly-spaced nine-over-nine wood sash windows. The northern elevation is blank. 

The alterations to the building are limited to the late nineteenth century replacement of the 
original central, side-gable entrance with the end gable foyer and the addition (at the same time) of 
the imbricated shingle and jig-sawn verge details on both the foyer and the gable pediments of the 
southern elevation. The interior features some minor improvements but is largely intact 

The Smyrna Methodist Church is in good condition. 



•• Statement of SIAnltlcMce 
Certifying official has coneidered the llgniftcance ~ this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide C!1 1oc:a1y 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D 8 [!] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exc.ptiol~a) !i]A Ds De Do De OF OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE · 

Significant Pe~n 
N!A-

Period of Significance 
1854 -· 1 . ,., 

Cuhural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
N/A 

Significant Dates 
1854 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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National Regleter of Hletorlc Place• 
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Section number .......;;.s __ Page ___,;;,I __ 

Significance Criterion C, local significance 

AUG 

The Smyrna Methodist Church (Part E, Historic Context #2) survives as the most intact 
example in White County of this simple vernacular interpretation of the Greek Revival which was so 
popular during the mid-nineteenth century. The early settlers of the county erected these simple but 
elegant structures for the purpose of sheltering their religious ceremonies throughout Arkansas during 
this time and later, but the Smyrna Methodist Church is by far the most intact suryiving example of 
this style and construction from this or any other period of White County's history. 



'\- .~ ~·. · · ·~· 

See "Historic and Srchitectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H 

Prevloua documentation on file (NPS): 
0 preliminary determination of Individual llatlng (38 CFR 81) 

hu been requeated 

~ 
prevloualy llated In the National Reg later 
prevloualy determined eligible by the National Reglater 
dealgnated a National Hlatorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlatorlc American Building• SuNeyl ______________________________ _ 

0 recorded by Hlatorlc American Engineering 

Record *:------------------------------
10. Oeoaraphlcal Data ,,._.,.p'f 
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre 

UTM References 
A l!..ill 16 IO .14- 13 t5 ~ I 

Zone Easting 

cLU I I 1 I 1 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

13 19 IO 11 14 12 10 I 
Northing 
I I I I I I I I 

0 See continuation aheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
State hlatorlc prlleNatlon office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
Unlveralty 
Other 

Specify repoaltory: 

8 LLJ I I I I 
Zone Eastlng 

oLU I I 1 I 

IX] See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 
I I I I 

[XI See continuation sheet 

[i] See continuation sheet 

name/title Kenneth Story, National Register Coordinator 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 18 December, 1989 
street & number 225 E Markham. Suite 300 telephone 501-371-2763 
city or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

•U.S.GPO: 1 988·0·223·918 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the southern edge of State Highway 36 
with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the church, proceed southerly 
along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along 
the southern elevation of the church; thence proceed easterly along said line to a point formed 
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation; thence proceed 
northerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running 
along the southern edge of State Highway 36; thence proceed westerly to the point of 
beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION : NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME : 

Smyrna Methodist Church 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/01/91 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/91 

DATE OF PENDING LIST : 8/15/91 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER : 91001336 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL : N 
OTHER : N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM : N 
PDIL : N 
SAI"!PLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER : N 

LANDSCAPE : N LESS THAN 50 YEARS : 
PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
SLR DRAFT : , NATIONAL: 

_ACCEPT /aETURN __ REJECT ---"-+-~-'--; !YJ-+/_._,9/'----DA TE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA f?e..k,.. ~ 
REVIEWER ~~er 
DISCIPL I Ni ~ t$4 or1 0 ""'1 
DATE D.f ___ _ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments {j)N see attached SLR Y/N 

N 
N 
N 



CLASSIFICATION 

__ count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic __ current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed ~ Li);; 
Phone 

Date 



smyrna Methodist Church 
White county KPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register 
should include all features of the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land 
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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This form 11 for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual propertltl or dlatrlcta. See lnatructlona In Guide/InN 
for Completing National Register Forma (National Reglater Bulletin 18). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested Information. If an Item doea not apply to the property btlng documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functlona, ltyltt, materlala, 
and area• of significance, enter only the categorltl and aubcategorltl llattd In tha lnatructlona. For additional apace ult continuation ahttta 
(Form 10.900a). Type all tntrltl. 

1. Name of Property 
hletorlc name Smyrna Methodist Church 
other namea/elte number Resource tt ffi10097 

2. Location 
etreet & number N A 
cit town Center Hill 
atate Arkansas code AR county 

3. Clalllflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
lJ.9 private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
!!] bulldlng(e) 
0dlatrlct 
Oslte 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of 
HQ~Q Comlty Arkansas 

1te codt zip codt ZUA..l_ 

Number of R11ourc11 within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 building• 

1 

___ lltll 

___ structurea 
_ _ _ object• 
__ o_ Total 

Number of contributing reeourcesJ/:VIouely 
listed In the National Register -----

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
~nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In mY. i , th roperty ~ s s n meet e National Register criteria. D See continuajiQn sheet. 

~ 11 -czb 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

I;Zl entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D deteri'T!ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain :) _______ _ 

Date 

. ' ' 

f~r Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
RELIGION/ Religious Structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
RELIGION/ Religous Structure 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation sandstone 
walls weatherboard 

tin 
roof __________ ~.--------------------------
other ________ w_o_o_d __________________________ _ 

I!] See continuation sheet 



NPI Form 1G-1004 
(N8) 

United State• Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number __;,7 __ Page _ I __ 

Description 

The Smyrna Methodist Church is a single story, gable roof, wood frame, vernacular Greek 
Revival church building with an enclosed gable foyer on the southern elevation and a central, narrow 
red brick chimney rising through the ridge. It is sheathed in weatherboard and imbricated shingles, 
covered with a metal roof and supported by a fieldstone foundation. 

This simple structure is one bay wide by three bays long. The southern elevation features the 
gable roof entrance foyer, which is decorated with imbricated shingles in the pediment and accessed 
by a pair of flush plank doors. Each side of the foyer is lighted with four-over-four wood sash 
windows. The pediment above is also decorated with imbricated shingles and jig-sawn verge details cut 
into various vegetal patterns. The eastern and western elevations are virtually identical, being punctuated 
only by three evenly-spaced nine-over-nine wood sash windows. The northern elevation is blank. 

The alterations to the building are limited to the late nineteenth century replacement of the 
original central, side-gable entrance with the end gable foyer and the addition (at the same time) of 
the imbricated shingle and jig-sawn verge details on both the foyer and the gable pediments of the 
southern elevation. The interior features some minor improvements but is largely intact. 

The Smyrna Methodist Church is in good condition. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide Q91ocally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [J A DB Q9 C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X] A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Significant PersQn 
N/A· 

Period of Signifi ance 
1854 -". . 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
N/A 

Significant Dates 
1854 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XI See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See "Historic and Srchitectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H 

Prtvloua documentation on flit (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual llatlng (38 CFR 87) 

haa bttn requtattd 

~ 
prtvloualy llattd In tht National Rtglattr 
prtvloualy dtttrmlntd tllglblt by tht National Rtglattr 
dtalgnattd a National Hlatorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlatorlc American Bulldlnga 

SuNeY* ------------------------------0 recorded by Hlatorlc American Englnttrlng 

Record*----------------

1 o. Geographical Data '"'-(lt.f' '7 

D See continuation aheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State hlatorlc prtatNatlon office 

§Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 

D Unlvtralty 
Dothtr 
Specify repoaltory: 

Acreage of property ___ __;L;;.;e;.;;s;.;;s__;t..;.h..;.a..;.;n;.__;.1_..;..a..;..c_r_e ____________________ _ 

UTM References 

A llill 16 IO -~· 13 t5 ~ I 
Zone Easting 

c LLJ I I I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

13 19 IO 11 14 12 10 I 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[i] See continuation sheet 

name/title Kenneth Story, National Register Coordinator 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 18 December, 1989 
street & number 225 E Markham, Suite 300 telephone 501-371-2763 
city or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

* U.S.GPO: 1988-0-223-918 



United Statea Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number __...s __ Page __..1 __ 

Significance Criterion C, local significance 

The Smyrna Methodist Church (Part E, Historic Context #2) smvives as the most intact 
example in White County of this simple vernacular interpretation of the Greek Revival which was so 
popular during the mid-nineteenth century. The early settlers of the county erected these simple but 
elegant structures for the purpose of sheltering their religious ceremonies throughout Arkansas during 
this time and later, but the Smyrna Methodist Church is by far the most intact surviving example of 
this style and construction from this or any other period of White County's history. 



United States Department of the Interior 
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Continuation Sheet 

Section number _,;;1...;;_o __ Page ---.,;;;1 __ 

Acreage of property: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

OM8 ~No. IOHOIIII 

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the southern edge of State Highway 36 with a perpendicular line 
running parallel to the western elevation of the church and located 50 feet to the west thereof, proceed southerly 
along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
line running parallel to the southern elevation of the building; thence proceed easterly along said line for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the 
eastern elevation of the church; thence proceed northerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line 
to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the southern edge of State Highway 
36; thence proceed westerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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_s_e_ct_io_n __ n_um __ b_e_r:::~_-___ P_a_g_e::_-_-------------------------------------------~~~~ 1 ~ 
White County MPS 
ARKANSAS 

91001246~Smith--Moore House 
91001336 ./ Smyrna Methodist Church 
91001243 Snipes, Dr. Emmett, House 
91001274~St. Richard's Catholic Church 
91001250 Staggs--Huffaker Building . ·~-----
91001248 , Stipe Cotton Gin Su.l:ieta.:at1"V.a Itevlew 
91001295~ Storm Cellar, William Howell House 
91001326~Thomas House 
91001341~ Thompson House 
91001362 ~ Thrasher, John, Homestead 
91001240 Titus House 
91001199~ Trinity Episcopal Church 
91001233 Van Meter, R. L., House 

1, 91001351 Walker Homestead Historic District sa~t~tiv~-fev~~ 
91001354 vrWalker, 9th~, Homestead 
91001313 Ward--Stout House 
91001182 Watkins House 
91001183 Watkins, Tom, House 
91001308 ~ Watson, William Henry, Homestead 
91001272 Weber House 
91001260 v" Westbrooke, Lipsy, House 
91001297 ......- Whisinant, Albert, House 
91001177 Wilburn House 
91001353v"Wi.lliams House 
91001321 v'Williams, Arthur, Homestead, Feed Storage Shed 
91001211 Woodson, Arthur w., House 
91001212 Woodson, Dal·ton, House 
91001291 Wright, Avanell, House 
91001284 Wright, Jim, Farmstead Historic District 

Date Listed 

71")..()1? v 

?-s--'lt 

f - j :...Y/ 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count ___ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

___ historic c urrent 

DESCRIPTION 

___ architectural classification 
___ materials 
___ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justi f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

___ summar y paragraph 
___ completeness 
___ clarity 
___ applicable criteri a 
___ justification of areas checked 
___ relating significance to the resource 

context 
___ relationship of integrity to significance 
___ justification o f exception 
___ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
UTMs 

___ v erbal b oundary description 
___ boundary justificatjon 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps ___ USGS maps ___ photographs ___ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 
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