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National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
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Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
RELIGION/ Religious Sttucture 

7. Dncrlptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Mid 19th Century/ Gothic Revival 
Late Victorian/ Gothic 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation_........., .......... ....._ __________ _ 

walls ___ ~~~-----------

roof __ ~~~U------------------­
other --c.......,.=-----------------------

1!:1 See continuation sheet 
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The First United Methodist Church is a brick, single story, T-shaped ecclesiastical structure with 
a central, square front tower with spire set back upon the gable ridge of the sanctuary, which in tum 
is intersected toward its eastern end by a full-height transept. Stylistically the building borrows from 
the early nineteenth century English Gothic Revival church designs with its symmetry and emphasis 
on verticality though High Victorian Gothic elements appear also. It is covered with composition 
shingles, glazed with stained glass, and supported by a continuous brick foundation. 

The western or front elevation consists of a tall central entrance tower on the gable end, set 
back upon the gable roof, and flanked by two pointed arch, stained glass windows. Stepped buttresses 
with stone offsets and decorative brick corbelling define the northern and southern edges of both the 
elevation and the projecting central tower. The tower is punctuated by a large, pair door entrance with 
a stained glass tympanum in the pointed arch transom above, another pointed arch stained glass window 
above divided by tracery into two tall pointed arch lights with a rosette window in the peak, and a pair 
of small louvered pointed arch openings just below the spire. The spire is a typical octagonal shape 
set upon a flaring four-sided hipped base, and is punctuated only by four narrow, gabled louvered 
donner vents which face each of the four elevations. Two smaller spires cap the outside buttresses and 
the brick corbelling across the top of the gable and beneath the tower spire complete the elevation. 

The northern and southern elevations are similar, though more recent additions have changed 
each somewhat The northern elevation is composed of a later, shed roof addition on the rear (to the 
east), the gable end of the transept, the hipped roof bride's room in the comer of the nave and transept, 
the nave wall, and the small porch at the western end of the elevation. The rear room is fenestrated 
only by a single twelve-over-six wood sash window, while the transept end is punctuated by a single 
central, monumental pointed arch stained glass window. The bride's room features three pointed arch 
stained glass windows placed symmetrically in its wall and the two exposed bays of the nave wall are 
lighted with taller pointed arch windows. The single story gable roof porch at the western end has been 
extended with a covered, modem brick walkway which allows members protected access to the 
sanctuary in inclement weather. The southern elevation is even similar in its additions, except for the 
fact that the covered walkway extending from the gable roof porch at the western end is here 
constructed of wood and leads from the church to the education and activities building just to the 
south. Another wood gable roof porch projects from the western wall of the transept, which allows for 
a total of three exposed bays in the nave wall on this elevation though the type of fenestration is 
identical to the nave wall opposite. 

The eastern wall is blank with the exception of a single door in the low, shed addition, placed 
toward the northern end. 

The interior of the building was extensively repaired in 1902, though most of the work 
reproduced original elements; thus it is largely intact, featuring wood windows, trusswork and trim, and 
plaster walls of the same configuration and color as the original. 

The church has undergone a series of alterations, though most are historic, and none 
significantly detract from the building's historic aspect. The original church consisted of a central tower, 
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nave, and transept, which combined to fonn a Latin cross plan. After the primarily interior renovation 
of 1902, little other work was done on the building until the addition of the rear shed and the "bride's 
room" in the northwest transept corner c. 1935. The porch extensions at the western end (on the 
northern and southern elevations, just back from the main facade) were added recently. 

The First United Methodist Church shelters a strong and active congregation, and hence is in 
very good condition. 



'8. Statement of Slqnlftcance ~ · 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in retation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide 00 JocaJJy 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D 8 [X] C D 0 

Criteria Coosiderations (Exceptions) [X] A D 8 DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructilons) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Sigllificant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1877 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

ArchitecU8uilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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Significance Criterion C, local significance 

The First United Methodist Church (Part E, Historic Context #3) is the only surviving example 
in White County of the fonnal, early nineteenth century English Gothic Revival that swept England, 
and London in particular, before becoming one of the accepted styles for church design in America. 
This tall, symmetrical, and imposing interpretation of the Gothic idiom was far more popular with 
Catholic congregations than with any other, though its appeal clearly spanned religious denominations. 
Its traditional appearance and conspicuous placement on one of Searcy's main thoroughfares lend it a 
presence and effect unusual even for other ecclesiastical structures in White County. 
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11. Form Prep!red By 
name/title Kenneth Story, National Regi ster Coordinator/Architectural Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 14 December, 1989 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/615000/3901300 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the eastern edge of North Main Street 
with a perpendicular line running along the southern elevation of the church, proceed easterly 
along said line to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along 
the house•s eastern elevation; thence proceed northerly along said line to the point formed by 
its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the house • s northern elevation; thence 
proceed westerly along said line to its intersection with the eastern edge of North Main Street; 
thence proceed southerly to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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FUNCTION 
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DESCRIPTION 
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__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
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___ context 
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___ sketch maps ___ USGS maps ___ photographs ___ presentation 
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First United Methodist Church 
White county MPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register 
should include all features of the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land 
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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historic name First United Methodist Church 
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2. Location 
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cit town Searc 
state Arkansas code AR county Nhite 
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Ownership of Property 
09 private 
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D public-State 
D public-Federal 
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D structure 
Oobject 
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Number of Resources within Property 
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a Total 
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Register. D See continuation sheet. 
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National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date 
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~0 ( Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION/ Religious 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Mid 19th Century/ Gothic Revival 
Late Victorian/ Gothic 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from i.nstructions) 

RELIGION/ Religious Structure 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _ ........... L.......LJ.......,_ ____________ _ 

walls ___ ......._........,.......,_ ____________ _ 

roof __ ~~~~--------------­
other_~~~~----------------

E9 See continuation sheet 
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Description 

The First United Methodist Church is a brick, single story, T -shaped ecclesiastical structure with 
a central, square front tower with spire set back upon the gable ridge of the sanctuary, which in tum 
is intersected toward its eastern end by a full-height transept. Stylistically the building borrows from 
the early nineteenth century English Gothic Revival church designs with its symmetry and emphasis 
on verticality though High Victorian Gothic elements appear also. It is covered with composition 
shingles, glazed with stained glass, and supported by a continuous brick foundation. 

The western or front elevation consists of a tall central entrance tower on the gable end, set 
back upon the gable roof, and flanked by two pointed arch, stained glass windows. Stepped buttresses 
with stone offsets and decorative brick corbelling define the northern and southern edges of both the 
elevation and the projecting central tower. The tower is punctuated by a large, pair door entrance with 
a stained glass tympanum in the pointed arch transom above, another pointed arch stained glass window 
above divided by tracery into two tall pointed arch lights with a rosette window in the peak, and a pair 
of small louvered pointed arch openings just below the spire. The spire is a typical octagonal shape 
set upon a flaring four-sided hipped base, and is punctuated only by four narrow, gabled louvered 
dormer vents which face each of the four elevations. Two smaller spires cap the outside buttresses and 
the brick corbelling across the top of the gable and beneath the tower spire complete the elevation. 

The northern and southern elevations are similar, though more recent additions have changed 
each somewhat. The northern elevation is composed of a later, shed roof addition on the rear (to the 
east), the gable end of the transept, the hipped roof bride's room in the comer of the nave and transept, 
the nave wall, and the small porch at the western end of the elevation. The rear room is fenestrated 
only by a single twelve-over-six wood sash window, while the transept end is punctuated by a single 
central, monumental pointed arch stained glass window. The bride's room features three pointed arch 
stained glass windows placed symmetrically in its wall and the two exposed bays of the nave wall are 
lighted with taller pointed arch windows. The single story gable roof porch at the western end has been 
extended with a covered, modem brick walkway which allows members protected access to the 
sanctuary in inclement weather. The southern elevation is even similar in its additions, except for the 
fact that the covered walkway extending from the gable roof porch at the western end is here 
constructed of wood and leads from the church to the education and activities building just to the 
south. Another wood gable roof porch projects from the western wall of the transept, which allows for 
a total of three exposed bays in the nave wall on this elevation though the type of fenestration is 
identical to the nave wall opposite. 

The eastern wall is blank with the exception of a single door in the low, shed addition, placed 
toward the northern end. 

The interior of the building was extensively repaired in 1902, though most of the work 
reproduced original elements; thus it is largely intact, featuring wood windows, trusswork and trim, and 
plaster walls of the same configuration and color as the original. 

The church has undergone a series of alterations, though most are historic, and none 
significantly detract from the building's historic aspect. The original church consisted of a central tower, 
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nave, and transept, which combined to form a Latin cross plan. After the primarily interior renovation 
of 1902, little other work was done on the building until the addition of the rear shed and the "bride's 
room" in the northwest transept corner c. 1935. The porch extensions at the western end (on the 
northern and southern elevations, just back from the main facade) were added recently. 

The First United Methodist Church shelters a strong and active congregation, and hence is in 
very good condition. 



8. Statement of Significance '· 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B [X] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X] A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1877 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

IX] See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Bibliographical Reference• 

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County; Arkansas," Section H. 

Prevlou1 documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual llltlrtg (38 CFR 87) 

hal been requ11ted 
D prevlou1ly lilted In the National Reg liter 
D prevlou11y determined eligible by the National Register 
D dlllgnated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SUNIY*------------------------------0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *·---------------------------
1 o. Geographical Data . M "'o 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State historic preleNatlon office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
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Specify repository: 

Acreage of property------------------------------------

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

c LLJ I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 
Northing 
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B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Eastlng 

D LLJ I I I I 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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name/title Kenneth Story, National Register Coordinator /Architectural Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 14 December, 1989 
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Significance Criterion C, local significance 

The First United Methodist Church (Part E, Historic Context #3) is the only surviving example 
in White County of the fonnal, early nineteenth century English Gothic Revival that swept England, 
and London in particular, before becoming one of the accepted styles for church design in America. 
This tall, symmetrical, and imposing interpretation of the Gothic idiom was far more popular with 
Catholic congregations than with any other, though its appeal clearly spanned religious denominations. 
Its traditional appearance and conspicuous placement on one of Searcy's main thoroughfares lend it a 
presence and effect unusual even for other ecclesiastical structures in White County. 

)I­

" 
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UTM References 

A 15/615000/3901300 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

JUN 2 9 1992 
owe AppnNe~ No. ,_, 

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the eastern edge of North Main Street with a perpendicular line 
running parallel to the southern elevation of the building and located 25 feet to the south thereof, proceed easterly 
along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
line running parallel to the eastern elevation of the church; thence proceed northerly for a distance of approximately 
200 feet along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the 
northern elevation; thence proceed westerly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point 
formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the eastern edge of North Main Street; thence 
proceed southerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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DESCRIPTION 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 


