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The Chico Midtown Station is a squat rectangular box with Classical and Renaissance 
Revival detailing. The front elevation is articulated by five arches, leading to a loggia 
The composition is topped with a red tile roof. The lobby has white plaster walls, a 
terracotta tile floor, and a marble baseboard.

LOCAL CONTEXT

The Chico Midtown Station served as the Main Post Office until 1960, when a new Main 
Office was completed approximately two miles to the north. TheMidtown Station is with­ 
in the central business-district^ and the surrounding uses are commercial and govern­ 
ment offices. City Plaza, a one-block square city park, is located directly across from 
the main entrance of the post office.

Many early buildings survive in Chico, and several National Register properties are 
located within the town's corporate boundaries. The town's best known residence is 
that of the town's founder, John Bid well. Henry W. Cleveland was hired to design 
other Italianate style house, the Standsbury house, is located two blocks to the west 
of the post office.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The basement and foundations are reinforced concrete on spread concrete footings, 
and the floors are concrete beam and solid slab. The exterior is faced with smooth 
granite ashlars, and the "front steps are granite.

Consistent with other buildings designed during Oscar Wenderotjh's reign as Super­ 
vising Architect, the Chico Midtown Station was designed in the Second Italian Ren­ 
aissance style. The symmetrical facade is articulated by five circular arches with 
bracketed keystones. Each arch is supported by two Doric half-columns attached to 
a square pier. Two double-hung six-over-six light windows are placed above each 
arch, and a dentil molding runs just beneath the eaves. A molded belt course divides 
the first and second floor lines on the front and side elevations.

The side elevations, as originally designed, a re identical' Three windows, identical 
with those of the second floor windows on the frorff elevation are aligned on each 
side elevation. An entrance has been added to the west side elevation.

The public lobby runs the length of the north side of the building, and has terracotta 
tile floors and a marble baseboard. The orgiraial service windows have been retained 
at the western end of the lobby, but additional post office boxes have been installed 
in the eastern portion.

The second floor, reached by hardwood stairs, contains, the carriers' swing room in 
the northeastern corner, and the office space on the north and west sides of the floor.
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The Chico Post Office is a well preserved and rare example of the type, of post .office 
building constructed during Oscar Wenderoth's tenure as Supervising Architect. The 
building is a notable interpretation of Classical and Renaissance Revival styling and has 
considerable urban design significance in relation to the town's civic center.

ARCHITECTURE

The Chico Midtown Station is significant as an example of a small combined Post Office 
and Federal Building. A relatively small number of this building type were constructed 
in California before 1926, and even fewer have survived. As noted in the cover docu­ 
ment, Wenderoth continued his predecessor's design philosophy, and maintained a strong 
commitment to Beaux-Arts Classicism and Second Renaissance Revival styles . The Chico 
Midtown Station has importance on the state and local levels as a particularly sophisticated 
and refined example of Wenderoth's Italianate designs * and of the intended didactic quali­ 
ties of federal buildings in the early years of this century. On a local level, the Mid- 
town Station is the best example of Beaux-Arts influenced commerical architecture.

Though this building is attributed to Supervising Architect Oscar Wenderoth, even in 
1912 the Supervising Architect's office was large, and the architect or architects who 
actually designed th§ building are unknown at this time. Nevertheless, the Supervising 
Architect exercised a good measure of control over the design practices of his office. 
Wenderoth was born in Philadelphia, and received his architectural training in offices of 
that city. He joined the Supervising Architect's office in 1897, and was promoted to 
chief draftsman in 1907. President Taft appointed him to the Supervising Architect's 
job in 1912, but he was forced to resign after only two and half years in office due to 
failing eyesight.

COMMUNITY PLANNING

When the building was constructed, the site was on the northern fringe of what was 
then the town's central business district. Subsequent development surrounded the post 
office, to place it in the center of the city's civic center and commercial district. It 
would be reasonable to assume that the siting of the post office had a positive effect on 
the town's northward development, and the later siting of the municipal buildings near 
the post office.
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The basement is only partially finished, and houses the structure's mechanical equip­ 
ment. The bulk of the basement floor area is devoted to storage.

Though existing documents disagree on the site's exact measurements, it is roughly 
square, approximately 140' x 130' (roughly 19,000 square feet). The building is in 
the north central portions of the site, and a paved parking and maneuvering area is 
to the rear.

ALTERATIONS

As originally constructed, the first and second floors were open to the skylight. 
When a new HVAC system was installed, hung ceilings were added to both floors. 
The screen line and part of the box section line was recently removed to allow the 
installation of new post office boxes. The effect of this remodeling was to add space 
to the lobby at the expense of the workroom. An access ramp for the handcapped is 
planned for completion in 1984.
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Note: Post Office site outlined in red. 

Source: Sanborn Ma: Sanborn Map, Chico Book, page 33. 1921 • Geography Map Library 
California State University. Northrfdae. fcA


