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The Wnan Honestead sits atop a small knoll onthewest side of Francis Wnan
Road, a short distance northwest of thecenter of Burlington, Massachusetts.

The first quarter 18th century building faces southaid utilizes thecellar
foundation andchimey structure of theformer md-17th century Francis

Wamm farmhouse. Theland t ot henorth, south andeast of t heVWnan Horest ead

is occupied by aslightly crowded twentieth century urban devel opment. The
viewt ot hewest, however, presents apicture of the md-17th century, when t he *
Wnan farm consisted of 500acres purchased from Henry Dunster, president of
Harvard Col |l ege.

The Wnan Honestead i sa four over four dwelling with central chimey andpitch
roof. Theexterior walls arecovered with clapboards with cornerboards. The
fieldstone foundation extends under slightly more than half of thebuilding

and together with thechimey foundation appear t o have been built during

the 17th century. Theroof framng i sof thecomon rafter and purlin variety
with ridge pole. Primary structural conmponents arenade of pine withthe
exception of studs, braces and posts.

It appears that t heWnan Honestead was built around 1730 andi san unquestion-

ably fine exanple of atransition period house. Thefloor plan i sdefinitely -

m d-18th century; however, thestructure andinterior trimrelate nore closely A
to thetype of constructionwhich characterizes thetypical first period, single
roomw de structure. Each of theeight roonms of the Wnan Homestead i sfranmedi n

the late first period fashion with posts at eadh corner and sunmer beans joined par>"
pendicularly tothechimey girts with rising braces at t hesecond floor level.

Maj or structural conponents are exposed ont hesecond floor and retain t hecharacter-
istic 18th century half round bead, whereas t he exposed portion of t hefrane on
the first floor is nore elaborately enclosed i na beaded casing, v.,. -

Most of theinterior walls arecovered with early bevel andbead nol ded edge sheath-
ing complinented by large reverse curve nolding at theceiling junction. Located

at thefront of thechimey i safine 18th century staircasewith original newel
post and nol ded edge rail. Other interior features include early two-panel doors,
nmany retaining their original hardware,and a fine exanple of anoriginal nine-
ppinel front door...

The two nmpst interesting interior features of the Wnan Homestead aret heoriginal
puncheon stairway which leads t othecellar andan unfinished roomi nthe north-
west corner of thesecond floor. Thepuncheon stairs areunique i nthat they are
one of thefewintact surviving exanples of this primtive construction technique.
(Each stair i ssawed diagorially from a rectangu]:ar block of oak and connectedt o
the stringers with | arge wooden pegs.) The second floor northvest roomis literally
untouched i nappearance with exposed wall fram ng which provides anexcell ent
exanpl e of early 18t hcentury construction. n %
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The Wnan Homestead stands on a small portion of the500acres of land originally

pur chased by Francis Wrman i n 1655 from Henry Dunster, first president of Harvard
College. Theearly 18thcentury building utilizes thechimey structureand
foundation that was once incorporated i ntheoriginal 1666farnmouse built by Francis-*
Wnan. Thepresent house was built by athird generation Wnan. The housei s
architecturally significant because i tclearly displays thetransition iia_ construction
between t hefirst period style, (before 1720), cuid that style common t o m d-18th
century buildings. , Cy e . s -*
Many interior features also display thetrend i nstyle which placed great enphasis
on thejoiners trade anda decrease i ninportance onthecarpenter or housewight's
trade. The Wnan Hormestead depicts that stage i nthehistory of building construc-
tion when t heheavy First Period frame became dimnished i nsize and eventually

was hidden by plaster ceilings andelaborate raised panelled sheathing. n
The existence of apartially exposed frame, sinple beaded trim and considerable =%~
feathered edge sheathing i ncombination with elaborate reverse curve moldings t

make this building aninteresting exanple of transition features. This, together
with a conmpletely untouched andunfinished room andelegant 18t hcentury staircase
with newel post and nol ded edge rail andaprimitive puncheon stairway add another
degree of inportance tothis dwelling.

Historically, theWnan tiomestead i ssignificant because i t stands as oneof the few
remnders of thefirst settlers i ntheWburn-Billerica area. TheWnans not only
played animportant role i nthesettlement period of Billerica, but were significantly
involved i ntheearly stages of t heRevolutionary War as evidenced by t he fact

that Sanuel Adans and John Hancock took refuge i ntheJohn Wnan House while fleeing
fromtheBritish prior tothebattle of Concord.

Another interesting feature which adds tothehistorical significanceof t heWnan -
Honestead i sthat this building was used as a garrisonprior to 1740 because of
Indian attacks i nthearea. , * o« - L
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February 26, 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

US Departrment of the Interior

18th and CStreets, NW y CERTI FH BED MANI L

Washington, DC 20240 ARFRCRIT ONVE JT VAN
NOM NATI ON

Dear Charl es: "

Encl osed please find three National Register submssions forthe
follovidng properties:

1. Burlington, Francis Wnan House, M ddl esex County
2. Goucester, Gak Gove Cenetery, Essex County v| | -
3. Newburyport, Brovm Square House, Essex County

These properties have been declaredeligible for submssion bythe
Massachusetts Historical Commssion (the State Review Board), and have

been signed by Eli zabeth R Araadon, Massachusetts State HistoricPreservation
Officer.

Pl ease note that the properties covered by these subm ssions expectt o
apply for FY "76 funding. |f you have any questions or need nore in- *
formation please | et us know

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

AW@ nb
End. '
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