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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bagby Stationhouse is a 2-story, wood frame structure measuring 16' x 40', and is
rectangular in plan. The building is tall and narrow because its original site was a
thin strip of land between the tracks and the Merced River. It has a low-pitched hipped
roof which overhangs 3' and provides parasol protection from the sun and weather. The
roof is wood shingled. The walls are sheathed with 1" x 6" shiplap siding and painted

a mustard yellow color. The building is divided into three rooms on the first floor--
at one end a waiting room, an office with a bay window in the middle, and a freight room
at the opposite end. The second floor, which is reached by exterior stairs, has five
rooms,. a living room, bedroom, .kitchen,:bath,.-and.an enclosed porch with a.wall of screens.
The building, while missing its platform and exterior stairs, is in good condition and
has not suffered major alterations. It will be restored as an exhibit for the Transpor-
- tation Museum.

The Bagby Turntable was evidently custom-built for the Yosemite Valley Railroad; it was
prefabricated and assembled on-site. It is a hand-pushed railroad turntable of gallows
type construction, made of heavy timbers and iron rods. The gallows is made of timbers,
16' high, and it rests on two large stringers, each consisting of four 3" x 12" bolted
together. King post trusses are formed by eight 1" iron rods bent over the gallows and
attached to the stringers. The iron tie rods are threaded for the turnbuckles and function
as the tension members of the trusses. Timber cross ties, bolted underneath the stringers,
carry the rails. The entire carriage revolved on wheels on a single circular rail about

8' in diameter;, beneath -the .canter.: The timbers were in a deteriorated condition before
the turntable was, moved . to El.Portal, and the intention is for them to function as patterns
for the restoration of the turntable.

The Bagby Water Tanks are a pair of wooden -tanks on a supporting structure, with an.overall -

height of 30.'. . The wooden tanks are strapped with metal bands, and are;placed on an, open
platform at 4" x 5" timbers. The tanks are protected by a single, standing seam metal
roof, which is gabled. The tanks are supported by a framework of heavy 12" x 12" timbers.
This structure was partially dismantled when moved, but remains in good condition.

Note: Gallows-frame manual turntables of the type described above were once common on
branch lines of major railroads and on short-line railroads. However, a quick survey
has revealed no other turntables of this type known to be existing today except for a
narrow gauge turntable of different design at Laws, California (near Bishop). Conse-
quently, this manual gallows-frame standard gauge turntable may be the last one surviving
in the United States. : :

Bagby Station was originally located at Bagby, California, according to a 1929 employee s
timetable of the Yosemite Valley Railroad--30.0 miles westward from the El Portal term— .
inus and 47,2 miles from the railroad's home station at Merced, Califernia, On State
Highway 49, Bagby was eleven miles south of Coulterville and 17 miles northwest of Mar-—
iposa, in Mariposa County, California., Bagby was located in the canyon of the Merced
River. The name "Bagby'" by which the station, water tanks and turntable structure are
1dent1f1ed; comes from the town of Bagby at Whlch they~were historically located, Bagby
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was originally known as Benton Mills; the reason for the change of name is not known
Detailed descriptions of the historic environment of the structures at Bagby are not
available today due to inundation of the site by waters from a dam, but its Merced
River Canyon environment at Bagby is topographically similar to the Merced River
Canyon environment of El Portal, present location of the structures, except that the
types of flora and fauna differ to some degree due to the higher elevation of the
latter location, thirty miles further into the mountains. At Bagby, the depot and
turntable were on the south side of the tracks, the water tanks on the north. The

turntable is believed to have been east of the depot, across the tracks from the
water tank.
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The Yosemite Valley Railroad ran from 'the San Joaguin Valley ‘town of Merced to the village
of El1 Portal, on the boundary of Yosemite National Park, for 38 years (1907-1945). Bagby
Station, built in 1907, is the only remaining Y.V.R.R. stationhouse. Along with the
uniquely designed twin water tanks, the stationhouse is illustrative of an important era
in Yosemite's history and thus is of local significance in transportation. The turntable
shares this local associative significance of the station and water tanks, but is of at
least regional, and perhaps national, significance under Criteria 'C", embodying the
distinctive characteristic of a type, as a rare surviving manual or "Armstrong" gallows
frame turntable, a device once common on branch and short line railroads, but now exceed-
ingly rare, only one other being known.

Yosemite Valley Railroad

The structures were moved to the historic railhead of E1 Portal in 1966 prior to the inun-
dation of Bagby by the raising of Exchequer Dam and the expansion of Lake McClure. The
significance of the stationhouse, as the last of it's kind ‘on the Y.V.R.R., was recognized
and funds were appropriated to salvage it. " (The building was ‘recorded for H.A.B.S. on its
original site.)

The advent -of railroad travel to Yosemite National Park signaled the end of the stagecoach
era and significantly altered patterns of tourism and commerce within the park. With the
arduous 2 to 3 day stagecoach ride reduced to a comfortable 4 hour journey, visitation
increased rapidly. < At the same time, visitors stayed in Yosemite for a much shorter dur-
ation, causing a high turnover rate and need for expansion of guest accommodations. Yo-
semite Valley businessmen were able to meet the needs of visitors with greater facility than
in the past as the Y.V.R.R. brought supplies as well as passengers, eliminating the 10 to

- 14 day wait for the horse-drawn freight wagons.

.'Stagecoaches were still needed to transport passengers from El Portal to the valley floor
‘as the final eight miles up the Merced River Canyon had proven impassable to the railroad.
“in 1913, auto "stages'" replaced the horse-drawn vehicles and set in motion the eventual

decline of railroad travel. '

The completion of the All Year Highway, across the Merced River from the train tracks,
occurred in 1926 and the Y.V.R.R. began to depend primarily on revenue from transporting
freight for the various lineside industries that had developed during its heyday.

A disastrous flood in 1937 destroyed miles of track and the expense of replacing twisted
rails and missing roadbed added to the financial difficulties caused by the loss of pass-

- enger traffic., These facts, combined with the loss of freight revenue when the Yosemite
Sugar Pine Lumber Company sold its major holdings, put the railway out of business.

"In 1945, wrecking crews took up the track and another pioneer railroad disappeared."

Li;___________________—————————l---"-"""""""""-'-'-'---------.---h----
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the nominated properties are defined by the size and shape of the
bu1lding or objects. The boundaries constitute three rectangles: for the station,
14 x 40 feet; for: the turntable, 14 x 60 feet, and for the water tank, 12 x 24 feet,

although the latter is presently disassembled and the components occupy a space of
20 x 95 feet, or an aggregate of a maximum 3,380 square feet. (continued on last page)
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As indicated above, the three structures were moved to El Portal because they were
about to be destroyed on their original sites when those sites at Bagby were inun-
dated by a reservoir. There was no alternative to moving them from their original
sites if they were to be preserved. As the last three structures of that kind from
the historic Yosemite Valley Railroad, they possess significance even though no longer
on their original sites, and their present location was historically a part of that
railroad complex. One of them, the turntable, now stored partially dismantled, lies
only a couple of hundred yards from the pit site of the identical El Portal turntable
of which only the concrete-lined pit survives. The station, Bagby turntable and partly
disassembled water tanks stand on land which historically was the Yosemite Valley
Railroad yard at El Portal. Their location, therefore, is an appropriate one for
structures which had to be moved from their original sites in order to be preserved.
Furthermore, there were no historic values at El Portal which were affected by the
placement of these three structures there.

Furthermore, the station and water tanks are considered significant as examples of
Yosemite Valley Railroad structures which were distinctively different in design from
comparable structures on other railroads. The twin tanks, with gable roof, on a plat-
form, differ significantly from the usual single tank with cylindrical roof. The two
story depot is similarly of an uncommon design. They possess, therefore, a type of
design significance which, while perhaps not strictly architectural significance, is
comparable to it. This quality qualifies the structures for National Register listing
even though they lack integrity of site.

Thus, these structures are significant both for architectural value and because
they are the three surviving structures most importantly associated with the histor-
ically significant Yosemite Valley Railroad.

Continuation sheet: Bagby Station Item Number 10 Page 2

The location is pinpointed by the UTM coordinates; it is not in a location where it

can be defined by street intersections, although all are on the north side of the
Yosemite all-year highway.



