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ARCH TECTURAL SIGNLH CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and

evaluate in terras of other buildings within community.)
The Baystate Corset Block is a large four story brick structure occupying the corner of
Dwi ght and Taylor Streets. The Taylor Street facade, erected in 1884 reflects the typical
panel brick features of the period -stilted segmental w ndow arches and decorative .
corbeled cornice. The Dwight Street facade, dating from 1918, consists of brick piers
dividing triple glared bays. The building preserves most ofits original elenments,
indluding 66 sash and storefronts, intact. . ' o >

HSTAR CAL SIGNH CANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the buildingrelates to the devel opment of the comunity.)

The Bay State Corset Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials

and workmanship. | tissignificant for itsassociations with two Iocal manufacturing
firms and because it sgrowth and devel opnent are clearly revealed initswell
preserved design. | tneets criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

Construction of this large block was begun in 1874 with two woodworking concerns asits
first tenants. PP Kellogg bought the buildingin 1883 for his paper products business,
and in 1888 bhuilt an addition along Taylor St. . Ten years later Baystate Corset began
manufacturing their well known "yvgrnaen's and children's waists." They remained at this
ocation through 1920, nodernizing the Dwight Street facade in 1918.

The building's main historical association iswith the Bay State OO set Gonpany

located here from 1895 to 1920. This conpany was established at Vst Brookfieldin

1884 by CL Lonstead and Myron W Sherman. Two years later, i t noved toSpringfield,
at first occupying quarters of 50 X 100 feet in this block. By 1888, the firm had grown
to the extent that i tbuilt the four story rear additionto the block. A

During itspeak years. Bay State Corset . produced 5,000 corsets daily. The top
floor was devoted to cutting rooms, the mddle two floors to over 400 sew ng nachi nes
run by yound wonen workers. Inall, 75 to 80 different styles of corset were produced
The firm was one of the largest makers of corset on the continent and sold it sgoods
to wholesalers and retailers nationw de.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Springfield Street Directory, 1874-1875, p. 412

Centennial Mp of Springfield, 1875 ' n y
Springfield Daily Republican, January 1, 1889, p. 3 ‘e
Picturesque Handen, 1891, p. 148 r A
Springfield of Today, 1898, p. 26 e ! v o

Progressive Springfield, N. VII, p 183
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