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Fort Ridgely
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Section 6, Township 113 N 01 Range 32 W
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D Site Q Structure D Private ' CD ln Process 

CD Object CD Botn CD Being Considered
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CD Agricultural [~1 Government ^] Park 

CD Commercial CD Industrial Q Private Residence 
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D o ,. i CD Unrestricted Preservation work ^

in progress ' — ' "°

CD Transportation CD Comments 

PI Other (Soecifv)

OWNER'S NAME: *" —— ———

Minnesota Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

690 Cedar Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

St. Paul . .. ; * M
^' CODE

innesota 22

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Nioollet County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

St. Peter

: CODE

Minnesota 22

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Minnesota State Register of Historical Sites
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 CD Federal jjjj] State Q County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Minnesota Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

690 Cedar Street
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St. Paul Minnesota 22 >
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CONDITION
Q Excellent

XJ Altered

£] Good D Fair

(Check One) 

1 I Deteriorated

(Check One) 

CH Unaltered

D Ru

U Moved

ns CD Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (// ftnown> PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The boundaries of the nominated property are the same as Fort Ridgely State 
Park boundaries on the east and south except extending west on County Road 
29 to the North/South boundary of Section 6, R 32 W, T ill N; thence, north 
on this line to the Renville/Nicollet County border and east on this line 
to the present State Park border.

When Fort Ridgely was _completed in l8g> it consisted of the commandant's^and 
surgeon's homes, a stone"Barracks, jofficer's quarters, a bakery,a laundry, 
Irici thejconjnissary, grouped around a parade ground about 3QP feetTsguare", 
Outside this main grouping"were"various other structures including;_s£ables, 
s^ltlers^ Jtmildings, a hospital, small log residences for noii-cpmmissioned 
ojTicers and HviliansV"twp~powder magazines and various ice houses and root 
cellars. The original plan of the Fort called for a stockade "and two block 
houses. These were never built.

In 3^5j^n^x£ajva1bJ.on of the site was begun, all that remained of the 
originaT buildings were the south, east and west walls of the stone commiss 
ary and one of the log powder magazines which had been moved from its ori 
ginal site. ^

Presently the foundations of eight of these original.buildings can be seen, 
ha ving~"beerf exposed by the e^cavatijon^in^1935'""^hese foundations are marked 
with interpretive plaques. The powder magazine has been moved back to the 
fort area. The commissary building was restored i^rf 1937 as a joint project 
of the Minnesota Historical Society, the C.C.C., Minnesota State Parks, and 
the National Park Service. The building! is presently being used as a mus 
eum and interpretive center.
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

ERtOD (Cftedt One or Afore as Appropriate)

D Pre-Columbian | D 16th Century 

n 15th Century D '7th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known)

Abor iginai

Q Prehistoric

£X] Historic 

| | Agriculture 

[ | Architecture 

D Art 
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[~| Conservation
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[ [ Engineering 

[~| Industry 

| | Invention 

|| Landscape

Architecture 
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£] Military 
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| | Science
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| | Transportation

( | Urban Planning
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

S Fort Ridgely, Minnesota's third military post, was ^___ __ 
.853 to defend the frontier and watch over_,tk^.JSifiiULJ:Rd&Rn,s in the Hinnesots 
alley. In^bHeT'reaty" of Traverse des Sioux of 1851, the Sioux had agreed 
o move to new reservations along the upper Minnesota River which roughly 
included lands on each side of the river extending from near the present-day 
.own of Granite Falls to New Ulm.

The first prjoposaJL to es^blish jLXort on the Minnesota River was 
!a4e^n_JtM..aiainner..of 18^2 by Henry Sibley, Minnesota's Territorial delegate 
o Congress. This proposal was made to the General in Chief of the U.S.Army, 
t was pointed out that the hundreds of settlers taking up lands in the 
alley would need protection. The proposal was approvsdJ^-Congressmen from 
Isconsin and Iowa and was quickly a$c£&tgc|,. That same year, the site was 
elected inside the eastern boundary of the Sioux Reservation. It was on a 
Level plateau, l£0 feet above the valley floor and about three-fourths of a 
die north of the river. It had certain drawbacks in the steep-wooded ravines, 
sut there were certain advantages, namely, building stone, wood, and water,

In 1853, three companies of the 6th United States Infantry were 
ssigned to build the new post. On April 29, 185>3, two companies arrived at 
the "Point" as the site was called. They traveled to the site on the "West 
Newton", which was the first steamboat to travel this far up the Minnesota 
River. ./**

The_fort was completed in 1855. From l853_toJL£6JU the ?ort w513
J^. Army troops. With the outbreak of _the..,,..C|yJ..].< _ iWa^r_i.n l86l3 

th~e ^s^..ms^.j^iignjg$..,l^....Minnespta Volunteer Regiments. For 10 years, 185>2- 
1862, UKe settlers and troops at Fort Ridgely lived in peace with their Indian 
neighbors. The Sioux Indians attacked the Lower Agency at Redwood Falls on 
August 18. By noon oflthat day, Refugeesjwere pouring into the fort. On 
August 2 C>, UOO Sioux warriors attacked the "fort and were beaten off. An

barid, estimated at 800 to 1000, attacked the f ort jmJlugusjb 22. 
Only one regular army soldier was on the grounds at the time of the attack. 
However, the volunteers, some untrained and some with previous military ex 
perience, used artillery to repulse attacks. Tjj^^fort was not taken.

Fort Ridgely was garriaoned until 1867. Five years later, itj>assed 
into ruins and history. The commander of the fort, Col. Sheean, and a citiz 
Mr7~Hopkins, began an early movement to protect the Fort f s ruins. In 1896, 
the state erected a monument in the center of the Fort parade grounds. Today 
the, foundations, one restoration and one of the three original powder^houses 
remain as visible evidence of the frontier military post. Fort Ridgely will 
be further interpreted as an illustration of the frontier military history 
of the United States and Minnesota.
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Garley, Kenneth, Sioux Uprising, 1862
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NAME AND Tl TL E:

John Grossmanf Survey and Planning
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Minnesota Historical Society March 2U, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

Fort Snelling Branch Building 25>
CITY OR TOWN:

St. Faul
>TATE

Minnesota

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Q State }T] Local Q

Name

Title Director, Minnesota Historical
Society

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PresefvapfotT

DEC 2 1970
Date __ 

ATTEST:

'Jjfaj. IA
Date

Keeper of Th^National Register

WOV t 1970
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COMMON: F ort Ridgely
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SOURCE:
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1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 70000304

STATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Nicollet

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC):

CITY:

VICINITY OF: Fairfax

ADDRESS: Mn. Hwy. 4

CERTIFICATION DATE:

REMOVED DATE:

COMMENTS:

Note: These changes apply to 
Fort Ridgely in Nicollet County, 
Minnesota.

Nina M. Archabal
State Historic Preservation Officer
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