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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The boundaries of the nominated property are the same as Fort Ridgely State
Park boundaries on the east and south except extending west on County Road
29 to the North/South boundary of Section 6, R 32 W, T 111 N; thence, north
on this line to the Renville/Nicollet County border and east on this line
to the present State Park border.

When Fort Ridgely was completed in 1855 it consisted of the commandant's and|
surgeon's homes, a stone barracks, officer s quarters, a bakery, a 1aundny,
and the _commissary, grouped around a parade ground about 300 feet square.

Outside this main grouping were various other structures 1nclud1ng stables,

ssdtlers' _buildings, a hospital, ‘small log re51§§p9es for non-éommlssioned
qgficers and eivilians,'tﬁd‘powder magazines and various ice houses and root
cellars. “The original plan of the Fort called for a stockade and two block-

houses. These were never built.

In 1935 when excavation of the site was begun, all that remained of the
original buildings were ‘the south, east and west walls of the stone commiss-
ary and one of the log po%ger magazines which had been moved from its ori-
ginal site.

Presently the foundations of eight of these original buildings can be seen,
having been eéxposed by the excavation in 1935, ese foundations are marked
with interpretive plaques. The powder magazine has been moved back to the
fort area. The commissary building was restored ir 1937 as a joint project
of the Minnesota Historical Society, the C.C.C., Minnesota State Parks, and
the National Park Service. The buildings is presently being used as a mus-
eum and interpretive center.
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STATE\-AENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘ w
Fort Ridgely, Minnesota's third military post, was € ed in

Valley. In the Treaty of Iraverse des Sioux of 1851, the Sioux had agreed
to move to new reservations along the upper Minnesota River which roughly
included lands on each side of the river extending from near the present-day
town of Granite Falls to New Ulm,

The first propesal to establish a fort on the Minnesota River was
made in the summer of 1852 by Henry Sibley, Minnesota's Territorial delegate

It was pointed out that the hundreds of settlers taking up lands in the
Valley would need protection. The proposal was approved by Congressmen from

isconsin and lowa and was quickly agcepted. That same year, the site was
elected inside the eastern boundary of the Sioux Reservation. It was on a
evel plateau, 150 feet above the valley floor and about three-fourths of a

1853 to defend the frontier and watch over the Sioux Indians in the’MlnnesotJ

to Congress. This proposal was made to the General in Chief of the U.S.Army.

ile north of the river. It had certain drawbacks in the steep-wooded ravines,

ut there were E,rtain advantages, namely, building stone, wood, and water.

In 1853, three companies of the 6th United States Infantry were
ssigned to bulld the new post. On April 29, 1853, two companies arrived at
the "Point" as the site was called. They traveled to the site on the "West
Newton", which was the first steamboat to travel this far up the Minnesota
River. g,/
. The fort was completed in 1855. From 1853 to 1861, the fort was
garriggggdmgy U,.S. Army troops. With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861,
the | post was ‘manped by Minnesota Volunteer Regiments. For 10 years, 1852-
1862, the settlers and troops at Fort Ridgely lived in peace with their Indi
nelghbors. The Sioux Indians attacked the Lower Agency at Redwood Falls on
August 18. By noon of that day, refugees were pouring 1nto the fort. On
August 20, LOO Sioux warriors attacked the fort and were beaten off. 4n
even Igrger band, estimated at 800 to 1000, attacked the fort on.August 22.
Only one regular army soldier was on the grounds at the time of the attack.
However, the volunteers, some untrained and some with previous military ex-
perience, used artillery to repulse attacks. ort was not taken,

Fort Ridgely was garrisoned until 1867. Five years later, it passed

r. Hopkins, began an early movement to protect the Fort's ruins. In 1896,
the state erected a monument in the center of the Fort parade grounds. Today
the foundations, one restoration and one of the three original powder houses
remain as vj51b1e evidence of the frontier military post. Fort Ridgely will

e further interpreted as an illustration of the frontier military history
of the United States and Minnesota,

an

1nto ruins and history. The commander of the fort Col. Sheean, and a citizen,
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Minnesota Historical Society
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

level of significance of this nomination is:

O State X

National

Name

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

Tittle Director, Minnesota Historical
' Society

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservaffon

DEC 2 1970

Date
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