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1. NameV”* [Ir 6

historic (Falls Fire Station No. 2

and/or common Fire Barn (preferred)

2. Location

Commonwealth Avenue L
not for publication

street & number

city,town North Attleborough vicinity of congressional district /n
state Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes:. unrestricted industrial transportation
no military X other: storage

4. Owner of Property

name Town of North Attleborough

street & number N3 South Washington Street

city,town North Attleborough vicinity of state Massachusetts 02760

5. Location of Legal Description

. Bristol County Registry of Deeds
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. y g y

11 Gourt Street

street & number

city, town Taunt on state Missachusetts 02780
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets

title of the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes X no
date 1979 .federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conmission

city, town Bost on stae Mssachusetts 02108



7. Description

Condition Check one 'Neleck one
excellent deteriorated unaltered n original site
good . ruins altered moved date

Afair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physicalappearance

The Falls Fire Stationis located onthe north side of tmonvealth Avenuein the center of
the village of Attleborough Falls, a section of North Attleborough. The area is amxture
of cormercial and residential uses.

The building is Ih stories high, of wood frane construction. The sinple conposition of the
Fire Barn includes a 2-story, rectangular nain block with agable roof and a square, 4
story tower with ahip roof "at the southwest corner. Oiginally clapboarded, the building
IS nowcovered with asphalt shingles onall but the first floor of the facade, whi ch retains
its flushboard sidi nP. Fenestration is irregular, generally consistingof single 2/2wn-
dovs with asmall nolded architrave. Thenain block of the building isarticulated by
sinple horizontal and raking entabl atures and snal| gable returns.

The principal design features of the Falls Station are confined to its facade. The first

floor isclad invertical wood panelli nP,.wth ahi ?h proj ecting base and narrow Doric
ilasters visually supporting awde,: plain entablature. This frane is pierced .
nai ssance-inspired doorways, includinga snall rectangular entrance with a bracketed cornice

on the tower and two | arge, arched doorways for the fire apparatus on the nain bl ock.

CGentered above the apparatus doors are three round arched wndows sporting interlocking

| ancet tracery in their upper sashes. '

tower andanchors the
to have continued

orated by Tuscan

The tower on thecorner of the facade serves as a stairwell and
overal| design. The wooden panelling on it sfacade appears orig
around its westenside. Uhder itslow hip roof is anopen belfry
col unms, a w de entabl ature, and a sinple bal ustrade

Myjor alterations tothe Falls Fire Statjon are few including J§ asphalt siding; nodern

overhead garage doors in place:do the original, side-hinged appaNgtus doors; an en-
closed stairway (ca. 1950s) onthe long east side of the building.

yj-.c



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military _X_ social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry .politics/government transportation
invention ~ other (specify)
Specific dates 1893 Builder/Architect unknoWn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Falls Fire Station possesses integrity of [ocation, design, setting, materials, and
association. The building is an unusually nonunental design using wood-fran@ construction,
Is alocally inportant ex_anﬁle of classi caII.y-lnsPHed design, and represents anera of civic
i nprovenents associated with the incorporation of North Attleborough. [t thus neets
criteria Aand Cof the National Register.

North Attleborough is anindustrial town based on textile andjewelr?( nanuf act uri ng.
Athough the town did not have a separate political existence until 1887, devel opnent
earlier here (at the turn of the 18th centur 2 than inits parent town of Atleborough.
Early 19th century industrialization drewsettlenent away fromthe Od Tom Center inthe
south to several water sites onthe TenMle Rver. Thevillage of Attleborough Falls vwas
one of these sites, built around the Falls Manufacturing (npeny cotton factory. Industrial
and social devel oprent peaked inthe late 19th century, evidencCed the incorporation of
the town, establishnment of newcivic services (gas, light, andwater), and architectural

vi gor.

The town vater supply, established in 1884, was extended to Attleborough Falls ca. 1891.
This service vas a s ron% factor inthe effici enc% of the municipal fire district created

in the Falls sectionin 1892 The Fire Barn was built in 1893 to contain a horse-drawn
wagon and | adder truck. By 1913, the building al so housed an engineer's buggy and a brush
fire wagon; two nen were on duty at all tines, and 13 call nen al'so responded to al arns.
Three horses were availabl e at the station andwere last used in 1930. The Falls Fire
Station was connected to the Gnevel | Fire Alarm System whi chaﬁrcrlnloyed O mles of wire and
44 fire alarm boxes throughout the town. Inits organization and equi pnent. North

At t| eborough Prow ded a notably nodern and efficient systemof fire protectionin these
early years of operation.

The Fire Barn is one of asmall but significant nunber of North Attleborough's municipal
buil dings surviving fromthe late 19th century and it is the only such structurein
Atleborough Falls. Like others of the period, the Fire Stationis aneclectic dassical
design, conbining relatively sophisticated nmotifs in a vernacular conposition. @ particular
note are the building sdramatic first floor facade, bell tower, andwooden construction.
Its promnent |ocation on anajor thoroughfare nakes the building alocal |andnark, aIthougﬁ
It has been vacant since 1977. © In recognitionof this historical andvisual inportance, the
Tom of North Attleborough hopes to restore the Falls Fire Stationfor use as afire-fighting
naiseum



9. Major Bibliographical References

Reports of the Committee of the Fire District on the Annexation of Attleboro Falls, North
Attleborough, Massachusetts. William Barnes, Printer, 1888.
Souvenir Firemen's Relief Association and the Fire Department of North Attleborough, December

19, 1901. The Evening Chronicle Press, 1901. ksiilMMU IRIF™'I
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10. Geographical Data - .
HM Ml mn

Acreage of nominated property _ 5.980 sq. ft.
Quadrangle namp Attleboro, Massachusetts  R.I, Quadrangle scale  1:25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Assessor's Lot 18, Plot 15 (see attached sketch nap)

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state oode county oode
11. Form Prepared By

nameftile Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner® with North Attleborough Historical Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date 1981
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (~H) 727-8470
city or town Boston state  MESSachusetts (02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stated

national state ~  local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature '£4j-

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission AN jaISMNML

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe National Register
y Oii? Entered in tha y
> (g/"c£"-<""c-" y& "NUNA M Ifaticaal BeMHta® date //  ™Myfw

annnnnKeeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Slate County V\A rHI‘I -strjL " fed Nom or Request—Agency " "
Workmg Number # V-vy/ /6 SS Federal Register Date 3i, T[T
**NominatiOT .. _ ~negs) Within:

Determination of Eligiblity : Ste Multiple Resource Area

On Nomination Form oo Object " niematic Graup
Sructure
I- y.-- District
Photos/ . - T - oNleeN S
Enteredrln un YA

Nomination prepared by "y Actiairj-jatlonal Eegister Check if Appropriate
AN State Starf urCCEPT r/nj-A-IN State Reques for Review

L ocal .- RETURN ' Kegper's Decison to Review

Othe ;- REJECT 2nd Retum

L Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination
Good

Adeguate
Poor Comments

1 Dexriptive Statement
ShatFomat Yes No

2. Sgnificance Statement
ShotFormat  Yes No
3. ConceptdIntegrity

4. Concepts/Criteria
5. ConceptgBoundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on badk if necessary):

Reviewer/Date S=e Attached

National Park Service U.S. Department o thelnterior












N COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

15 Decenber 1981

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shul |,

Encl osed youwill find thefollowi ng nomnation forns:
Quincy: Hancock Cenetery (national)

North Attleborough: Falls Fire Station (local)

Adans: Park Street Fire House (local)

Al have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

(]a/ndtmt

Cendac [ms
Regist Director



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE NASSACHDSgI TS

Dat e Ent er ed

Hncock Qmmit»xy

Fwxk StrMt Firahovst

[Iarrs Barn

Al so Notified

Honor abl e Paul E. Tsongaa
Bonorabl a Edvard M Kanoady
Honorabl a Brian J. Donaal |y
sonorabla Silvio 0. Conta
Honorabl a Margarat H Haekl ar

Md-Atlantlc Eaglon, NS
North Atlantic Raglon, NS

NR Eady/ nc 2/ 10/ 82

For further information, please call

L ocation

eorfelk County

Horth Attl ~rou”
Brlatol Qouaty

Itata Hatorl e Praaanratl on O fl ear
fra. Patricia L. Vaal ovakl
|aaetttlva Diractor, Kaaaachuaatta

Hi atorlcal Canal aslon
294 Vdahl agt on Bt r aat
Bost on, Maasacbnaatta 02108

_)-/\V

the National Register at (202)343 6401.



