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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 208 Danville Street in Lancaster, Kentucky, the Michael Salter 
House occupies a corner lot two blocks west of the Garrard County courthouse. 
Garrard is primarily an agricultural county situated at the southern edge of the 
Bluegrass region. Lancaster, with a population of 3,230 (1970 census), is the seat 
of government and is located in the west-central portion of the county.

Erected between 1821 and 1826, the Michael Salter House is a single-story, 
five-bay, Federal structure laid in Flemish bond on the north and south facades 
(see photo 1). Windows were originally nine-over^mlfie, double-hung sash with flat 
jack arches. The simple entrance is surmounted by a four-pane transom, and flank 
ing the door are unusual, louvered panels reminiscent of sidelights. Interior end 
chimneys with corbelled caps are located at the east and west sides of the house.

Alterations to the main facade occurred in the third quarter of the nine 
teenth century when segmental arches replaced the flat jack arches of the two 
western bays. Common bond brickwork also attests to the changes in this section 
(see photo 2). A simple Victorian porch with scrolled brackets was also added 
during this period and was in existence as late as 1958 (see photo 8). However, 
the porch was removed and replaced by one with 1960s-type wrought-iron supports. 
The present owners are attempting to duplicate the design and scale of the Victo 
rian porch.

An ell (see floor pain) extends northeastward from the main block, and 
appended to it is a one-room unit which served as the kitchen (see photo 3). 
A porch which ran along the east side of the ell has recently been enclosed and 
contains a den, utility room, and bathroom (stee photo 4). Flemish bond was em 
ployed along the east side of the ell, and the door and windows were symmetrically 
placed (see floor plan).

On the interior the house embodies a single-pile, central-passage plan. The 
wide hall is flanked by a parlor on the east and a dining room on the west. 
Most of the interior consisting of yellow pine floors and poplar baseboards, chair 
rails, mantles, door, and window trim remains intact. Only in the dining room has 
the chair rail been removed; built-in cupboards flank the fireplace in this room. 
A similarity exists among the mantles (see photos 5,6,7) with each displaying a reeded 
central tablet. Victorian grates were recently removed and the fireplaces were 
opened to reveal the original brick facings wherever possible. By copying an ori 
ginal window, double-pane sash were removed from the main block and nine-over-nine 
sash were restored within the original casings.

Access to the ell was obtained through the dining room. By lengthening a window, 
the present kitchen opens into the enclosed porch area. The fireplace in the former 
kitchen at the rear of the ell was replaced by a small brick flue in the late:nine- 
teenth century. Evidence of the existence of a larger fireplace is suggested in the 
altered brickwork on the exterior gable (see photo 3). The brick flue was removed, 
and the room now serves as a bedroom.

Changes have been made by the enclosure of the porch to create more living space 
and the addition of a garage (see photo 4).

The nominated property consists of the city lot which the building now occupies
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one of the earliest brick structures in Lancaster, Kentucky, the Michael Salter 
House is the town's best surviving example of a single-story, Federal structure. The 
quality of design is evident in the scale and proportion of the house as well as in the 
refined woodwork. In addition, the well-preserved building represents the purest 
embodiment of the Federal style known to exist in Garrard County. Although the house 
has undergone some alterations, none has been of such degree as to diminish the overall 
architectural integrity.

Although not built by Michael Salter, he,; is the figure most commonly associated 
with this house. The building was erected between 1821 and 1826 by William Jennings, an 
early settler of Lancaster. Salter purchased the property in 1841, five years before his 
death in 1846. A drummer boy in the Revoluntionary War, Michael Salter moved to 
Kentucky and settled at the mouth of Sugar Creek in northern Garrard County near the 
Kentucky River. He and his wife, Ocee Reid Salter, operated a tavern and ferry at 
this site until their move to Lancaster where Salter owned several pieces of property. 
After his death, t;h$ house remained in the Salter family until 1865 and since then 
has had four subsequent owners.
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