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20 Significance -, -

One of a few 19th C. metal truss brldges in the county

Slgnlflcant under criterion C as example of metal

34. Prepared by:

Joe DeSpain

35. Organization

Green Co. Hist. Soc., Imec.

36. Date Mav 1983
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20. truss bridges which represent a rapidly diminishing resource within Washington
County. The bridge is one of four rare King Bridge Co bridges

dafing to 1884, and one of only eight King bridges statewide.



Name: Beech Fork Bridge, Mackville Road Site # WS-158

18. Description (continued)

The bridge on KY 152 over Beech Fork in Washington

_ County is an eight panel Pratt truss design. This structure
is 124' long and has a roadway width of 15.6'. Constructed
on cut stone abuttments in 1884 by the King Bridge Company
of Cleveland, Ohio, this bridge is an early example of a
common bridge type in rural Kentucky.

Due to the early date of construction, wrought iron was
probably used in its fabrication. All panel points are pin
connected. Typical of early Pratt thru trusses, the Beech
Fork Bridge has end posts and top chords built of two
channels, cover plate, and stay bars. The intermediate
posts are two channels and lacing bars and the bottom chords
and diagonals are two eye-bars. The eye-bars are die
punched at the pin connections, an unusual feature as most
trusses use loop welded eye-bars. The counters and hip-
verticals have been replaced with single stirrup bars and a
new guard rail has been added. The deck is wood planking.

The King Bridge over Beech Fork is a rare example of
19th century industrial technology. Eight Pratt thru trusses
built by the King Bridge Company are known in Kentucky, and
four share the earliest known construction date of 188u.

The Beech Fork Bridge is not the finest example of a King
Bridge in Kentucky, but is certainly a valuable historic and
architectural resource in an aesthetic location. The issue
of its eligibility to the National Register of Historic
Places awaits the completion of a statewide historic bridge

inventory.



KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY SUPPLEMENT
BOUNDARY AND LOCATION INFORMATION

Historic Property Name Beech Fork Bridge, Mackville Road Site # WS-]15R
Multiple Resource/Thematic Nomination Title Washinagton County Multiple Resource Area

U.T.M. Coordinates - List multiple UTMs if property is ten or more acres.

A. 16 663440 4174420 D.
B. E.
C. F.
Verbal Boundary Description Acreage _less than 1 acre

The structure is contained within a rectangle: 10' from all sides of the bridge.
The nominated acreage includes the bridge and the land immediately around it.

Sketch of Site Plan (Showing outbuildings, structures, landscape featurés and
the site boundary as described above.)

Official Courthouse Property Reference:

Washington Coun‘y Courthouse, Springfield, Kentucky



