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state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025  zip code 02135
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~ nationally « statewide _“locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Brighton Evangelical Congregationd Church complex survives as an early-twentieth-century
landmark with the tower and seeplerising approximately 70 feet abovethe roof, and serving as afocus
of Brighton Center. The present structure isthe third church of this congregation to occupy this
prominent site. The complex occupies a 3,293 squarefoot ot a the comer of Dighton and Washington
Streets on the westem end of Brighton Center. The dte isrelatively flat with a goneretaining wall & the
back of the property. The complex consggts of atwo-story Colonial Revival church on the eestem half of
the property with atwo-story Colonia Revival parsonage, on the western half st back 80 feet from
Washington Street. The surrounding buildings on Washington Street are typically one, two, or three
gory commercia buildings dating from the turn-of-the-century to the present. The older buildingstend
to be wood-frame while the newer are masonry. The neighborhood behind the complex to the south is
resdential, consisting of typicaly two-story wood-frame homesfrom the mid-nineteenth-century to the
present.

The two-story gable-roofed sde-aide church, with an entry degple and Gregk Revival portico, was
congructed on the foundation of the previous Gothic Revival church which burned in 1921. Thewood-
frame structure is covered with red brick walls of Hemish bond, and an asphdt shingle roof which
replaced datein 19941 Windowsare typically 12-over-12 double-hung sash. The gable endsand
facade of the building are covered with stucco. The parsonagewas desgned to match the church, being
two goriestall, with red brick walls of Flemish bond and adateroof. Aswith the church, the gable ends
of the roof are covered with stucco.

The main entrance fronts Washington Street to the north. Aniron fence with gate mns aong the street
separating church property from the sdewak. This fence becomesahedgeinfront of the parsonage.
Two coniferous and two deciduous treesframe the front of the church and a combination of five
coniferous and deciduous treesdot the gpen yard in front of the parsonage. The back of the property is
lined with unequally spaced coniferoustrees. A chain-link fence runsaong the eastern edge of the
property separating it from Dighton Street.

Church, 1922 (Contributing building)

The symmetrically laid out church, oriented in a north-south direction consgts of the auditoriumto the
north, and the socia hall and vedry to the south. The auditorium is atwo-story gable-roofed rectangle,
three bayswide and six bays degp, and the socid hall isacombination two-story, 't'-shaped gable-roof

(continued)

""Annud Report of the House Chairman” Annud Repart of Brighton Evangdicd Congregaiond Church.
19
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and one-gtory flat roof covering a square plan, seven bays deep, atached to the back end of it. The north
facing facade is dominated by avedtibule, one bay degp, and portico projecting out from the front. The
porch of the portico isreached by a shdlow rise of five geps.

Four giant order fluted Doric columns support the full entablature and pediment of the portico, and two
fluted pilasters with Doric capitds frame the endsof the facade. The centra bay hes apair of doorswith
fret motif transom. The surround hes floral corner blocks and supports a smple entablature with dentil.
Centered above the door isathree-part window. The canter section isa 9-over-9 double-hung sash while
the outer two sections are 6-over-6 double-hung seeh. Two single doors without transom flank the center
pair, and mimic them indesign. The protected facade and gable arefini shedin Succo.

A wood-frame three-tier tower with segple rises up above the vestibule. The massing condds of a
square base covered with shiplap siding, a square bell house adormed with classical dements, an
octagona stesple base covered with shiplap siding, and a spire topped with awesthervane. Each face of
the bese is adomed with aclock while each face of the bell house conssts of around-top opening framed
by Doric columns on pedestas supporting afull entablature and pediment above. An open baudrade
goans between the column pedestals. The corners of the bell house are articulated by pilasters with Doric
capitals, on araised base, supporting asimple entablature which wrapsthetier. Each dde of the spire
base contains an ova window divided into 12 lights.

Two heeder courses of brick, aligning with the architrave of the portico, wrap the auditorium creating a
frieze above. The smplewood cornice of the portico entablature continues as the eave of the roof. A
copper gutter is atached to it, running the length of theroof.

Thetwo-story socia hall portion of the building is shorter than the auditorium with the section of roof
doset to the auditorium being perpendicular to it. One gory sections, with flat roofs, wrap the end of
the't' and cover the rest of the square shgped plan. The geble ends are divided into three bays with
windowstypically being 6-over-6 double-hung sash. The flat portion of roof originally had athree foot
baudrade around its perimeter edge The southernmogt portion remains and is solid wood panding
while the open baudrades of the northern sections no longer remain.

Thefront doors of the building enter into asmall one-gory vestibulewhich leeds to the auditorium. The
auditorium is atwo-story goace with ashalow vaulted ceiling, and raised pulpit a the southern end of
the goace, on center with the entrance doors. Theraised platform isreached by four Seps. Directly
behind the pulpit isthe choir gallery and pipe organ. The pipes are framed by Corinthian columns
supporting an opentbed pediment with segmentd top. Two satsof deps with open baudrades flank the
entrance doors, leading to the three-sided ba cony which is supported by Doric columns and looks down
upon the central portion of the church. Allfloorswere originally specified as oak, but the aides and

(continued)
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pulpit have snce been carpeted over. Typical Colonial Reviva details of notice are the white painted
wood pewswith mahogany trim, raised wood-panded baludrade a the bacony edge, urn cgpson Sair
newd pogs, and plagter cornice molding supported by afrieze of acanthus leaves.

Two doorsflank the pulpit and enter into small vestibule which can dso be reached from the exterior.
The socia hall and vestry are reeched from thesevestibules. The socid hall is atwo-story soece on
aocess with the auditorium. A dageis located on the southern end, and pocket doors along the eest and
west walls open into the vestry rooms. A balcony runsaong the northern end and half of the eest and
west walls. A raised wood-pand ed wainscoting wrapsthe room and is identical to the panded
baudrade a the balcony edge. The woodwork inthis room is stained. Allfloorswere originaly
specified as 0ak, but have since been carpeted over.

Two satsof gairsfromthe socid hall go to the banquet room and kitchen which are located in the
basament benegth the auditorium. These goacesare origina from the Gothic Revival Church and were
rehabilitated after the fire. A panded wainscoting, conssting of canvasframed inwood, wraps the
banquet room. The ogk floor hes been recently refinished. All interior goecesretain their original
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feel.

Parsonage, 1922 (Contributing building)

The symmetrically laid out parsonage is atwo-story, three bay wide, double pile plan with asde-gabled
roof. A one-gtory vestibule with flat roof projectsfrom the center bay of the north facing facade, ad is
reached by four concrete seps. A one sory addition with flat roof extendsfrom the eest end. The
window on the north sde of the addition crestesafourth bay on thefirst floor of the facade. Windows
ae typically 6-over-6 double-hung sash and awood door with lights, flanked by two 4-over-4 double-
hung sash windows, provides accessinto the vestibule,

Thefirst floor of the eest devation is fenedtrated with athree-part window on the northern end. The
center window is afixed pane picture window whilethe outer two sectionsare double hung. The
southern end was originally desgned to be a porch, but has since been converted to afinished room and
unlike the rest of the house, this section is covered with dapboards painted white to match the trim of the
house One double-hung window is centered within the clgpboard wall. The southem devation is
similar to the north facade, being divided into three bayswith a door providing accessinto the house
located inthe center bay. Later dterations include the addition of duminum sorm/screensto windows,
and an duminum storm door for energy efficiency.

The interior is atypical center hall plan with sudy and kitchen being to the west and the living room and
original dining room to the eest. A st of dairsin the hall leedsto the sscond floor and three bedrooms
and abathroom. A back gair provides acoessdirectly to the kitchen. The floors were originally wood
throughout, but have since been carpeted over. Door and window casings ae flat boardswith corner
blocks. A smple wood crown molding is found inthe hall, living room, and office. The living room has

(continued)
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afireplacewith brick surround and painted wood mantel. The gair baudrade is made up of spindlesfor
the balusters, aclustered newe pogt, and mehogany rail. All interior Soeces retain their original integrity
of design, materials, workmanship, and feel.

Archaeological Description . Vv

The Brighton Evangelical Congregationa Church is located a the comer of Washington and Dighton
Stregtsin Brighton. At some point this parce was cut out of a hillside and graded to its present flat
condition. A mortared and dry laid retainingwall as well as arock outcrop support the hillside a the
rear of the lot. The property is occupied by two paved parking lots, the church, the parsonage, and two

small, landsceped, yard aress.

No prehistoric Stes are recorded where the Brighton Evangelical Congregationa Church sands.
Seventeen prehistoric Stesare located within aone mileradius of the parcel, however mogt of these Stes
ae located on or near the banks of the Charles River. Consdering the land-use history of the parcdl, the
property has alow potentid for the presence of prehistoric dtes

A low to moderate potential exids for the location of historic archaeologica survivals on the Brighton
Evangdlical Congregationa Church parcel. Washington Street wiss originally a Contact Period trail.
Cartographic evidence shows the "Cattle Fair" on the property in the late 1700's (Haes, 1819). A
"public worship houss" isindicated on the 1830's magp (Haes, 1830). An 1885 mgp of the property
shows the Brighton Evangelical Church and awood shed (Bromley, 1885). A fire destroyed the church
in 1921, and anew church was congmcted on the old foundation and was dedicated in 1922. A potentia
exigs for the recovery of archaeologica survivasreated to activities that may havetaken place in the
yard aress. These activitiesmay have included fund raisers quch as bezaarsor fairs, socia gatherings
auch as church picnics or specid events, and possibly ecumenicd related activities. Evidence of the fire
might aso be detected in the archaeologica record; however it is possble that the areawas ceared prior
to the rebuilding of the church structure.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. * ;

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: -

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1922-1946

Significant Dates
1922

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Architect/Blackall, Clapp. and Whittemore
Builder/C.S. Alien & Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

X Other
Name of repository:
Brighton Historical Society
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brighton Evangdical Congregationa Church complex isédligible for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places mesting criteria A and C & the locd level. A religious property, it medscriterion
condderation A for itsarchitecture. The present church complex isthe third church to be constructed on
the dite, the first house of worship having been built on the Ste in 1827. 1t was the second congregation
organized and founded in the town of Brighton, and is representative of the early-nineteenth-century
schism between Evangelical and Unitarian factions of New England's Congregational Church.

Historically, the dte falls under the category of socid history because it was usaed by many of the
residents moving into the growing community as asocid gathering spot. 1t hes dways served as afocal
point in the changing and growing Brighton Center, and the present church survives as an early
twentieth-century landmark. When the land was first purchased, the surrounding areawas ussd mostly
for agricultural purposes, but by 1946 it was abusy urban center with few dgnsof the original
agricultural center remaining.

Architecturaly, the church complex is an excdlent local example of Colonial Revival ecclesadtic
architecture, and arare example by the Boston architectura firm of Blackall, Clapp, and Whittemore. It
isrelatively undtered from itsoriginal construction and retains its integrity of location, setting,
materids, and workmanship.

SOCIAL ffISTORY

The 1922 Brighton Evangelica Congregational Church building has remained as one of the few early-
twentieth-century landmarks in Brighton Center. 1t Sands as a beacon of stability, representing both the
prosperity of the early part of the twentieth century and a surviving ingtitution from Brighton's early
days. 4 . - .,
Asearly as 1775, Jonathon Winship and his son Jonathon Winship || were operating cattle yards on
Washington Street to feed the Revolutionary Army which was hesdquartered acrossthe river in
Cambridge. During thistime period Brighton was apart of Cambridge and cadled Little Cambridge. In
1807 the two towns separated, and Brighton became its own municipality on February 24 of that yeer.
Around 1820 the cattle yards were relocated to the north of Washington Street, bounded by Market Street
on the eed and Parsons Street onthe west. Hadlings Tavern, now non-extant, was located on the
northeast comer of Washington and Parsons Streets, adjacant to the yards. The Cattle Fair Hotel wes
built on the northwest corner of Washington and Market Streets in 1830.

Across Washington Street to the south, the Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture located its
fair grounds and exhibition hall permanently in 1818. The exhibition hall wes located a the top of
Dighton Street on land purchasad from Abiel Winship overlooking the cattle yards to the north.

(continued)
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The first church established in the town of Brighton wes the First Church of Brighton, originally called
the Third Parish Church of Cambridge, around 1783. At that time eech townwas sarved by asingle, tax-
supported, orthodox church. By the latter part of the eighteenth century the "Great Awakening" had
darted. Thiswas amovement brought about by the dissent of parishioners that threatened to split the
church into many fragments. 1n 1827, agroup of twenty-five parishioners, led by Captain Nathaniel
Griggs, split gpart from the First Church out of dissatisfaction with the preaching of the Reverend Fogter
a the First Parish Church. The original journa of the Congregetiona Church dates

The old Minister, Dr. Foger, was aUnitarian - his preaching produced very little effect. Being
stuated in highlife, hisvisitswere complained of as being partial; he became unpopular, his
mestings were little attended, his influencesmall. The dissatisfaction with Dr. Foger and the
division in his parish led to the introduction of evangelicd preaching.2

The new group of parishioners first sought to form aBaptist church, as that was the faith of Captain
Griggs. The Baptist Church however did not fedl that they would be welcome in Brighton, and thus the
Congregationad Church was formed. (Thefirst Baptist Church finally arrived in the 1850s3) The new
congregation raised funds, purchesad land, and congtructed a church which was dedicated on September
13, 1827. The land was & the corner of Washington and Dighton Streets, where the current church
dands, directly acrassthe dreet from Hagtings Tavern and the Cattle Fair Hotel. In his History of the
Foundation of The Brighton Evangdical Congregationd Society, William Marchione states

No socia problem of the 1820s causad the evangdlica denominations greater concem than the
prevaence of heavy drinking in American society. The Brighton Evangelical Congregationa
Church would fight along and vigorous battle againg alcohol, which was readily availablein
Brighton's many taverns, inns and hotels4

Of the original twenty-five members, nineteen were women. It was not uncommon for Protestant
churches of the nineteenth century to have more women membersthen men. The church served asa
socia outlet for women a thistime in society. The woman's domain was typically the home, while the
man'swas the outsde world. Women played an important role within the church, raising funds for

(continued)

" Renords of the Evangdicd Congregationdl Church, 1827-1863, p. 1

N William Marchione, "A Compete Hidory of Allson-Brighton,” The Brighton Allston Item. 17 Augudt
1934, p25 (A).

" William Marchione pressnted a pgpar to the mamoass of the Brighton Evangdical Congregationdl Church
onMay 16, 1987 for the church's 160¢ amiversary cderation. It wes reprinted on Jne 3, 1990, in the program
for The Savicss of Inddlaion axd Dedicaion, for theinddlation of Rev. dn T. BUe.
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interior furnishings, carpeting, and painting. In 1841, the origina 60 foot long by 47 foot wide wood
frame stmcture was enlarged by raising it and making a larger vestry, achoir loft, and adding abell
tower. A newspaper article recounting the history of the church sates:

Donation parties were in vogue in those days, and women had alarge part in those gatherings.
They met early a the homesin the afternoon for sawing meetings, sometimes returning home a
tea time, and sometimes remaining for the smpleteg, to which the hustands and fathers came5

In 1831 the first parsonage was congtructed behind the church, on land it owned, & acost of $2,200°
The church wes infinancialdifficulty and could not afford to build the parsonage, 0 one of the church
deacons, Thaddeus Baldwin, offered to pay for itif the church would deed him the land. He then agreed
to deed the land back to the church when they were cgpable of paying for the parsonege. After the
deacon died, three members of the congregation purchased the property with the same agreement to desd
it to the church oncethey could afford to purcheseit. 1t became evident that the church was never going
to be able to purchasethe parsonage and it wes finally sold to aprivate citizen. That Greek Reviva
house is extant, however itisgrestly atered.

In 1844, the grounds of the Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture were sold, divided up, and
the exhibition hall moved to the southeast comer of Washington Street and Chestnut Hill Avenue.
Brighton was beginning to grow as acommunity and between 1860 and 1870 it went from having 70
percent of its land devoted to farming to approximately 20 percent of its land devoted to farming. The
train hed arrived, and people that could afford to, moved out of Boston to the suburbs. The commute
from Brighton Center was only about 3 V2 miles. Brighton was eventually annexed by Boston in January
1874. The Cattle Fair Hotel was prospering a thistime, having been enlarged in 1852. People moving
from Bogston were mostly busnessmen of the upper-middle class. The Cattle Y ards were thriving and
weslthy cattle dedlerswere building homesin the developing neighborhoods.

In 1867, the congregation had grown to such an extent that it was decided to build anew church on the
dte of the original. Many records were lost in the 1921 fire 0 it isnot dear if the 1827 dructure was
sold and moved or if it wastorndown. An articlefrom 1921 discussing the history of the church stated
"... the old edificewas removed across the dreet and anew church erected on the same site. Gas lights
and an organ and later a piano were among the new fumishings. .. ."7

(continued)

' "Pageat Recatly Presented Gives Hidoricd Feds” The Recorde. 17 e 1921
Brighton Evangdicd Church. 1827-1927. (Brighton, MA: The ltem Press), p. 11.
' Op cit. The Recorder. 17 e 1921, Discussions with William Marchione, of the Brighton Higtorical
Soady, indicate that this artidle mey have bean confusad with the moving of the Frst Parish Church. No other
records have been found to confirm this and there is no indication of which piece of land the wood-Hframed church
was moved to.
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The new church was designed by George Fuller. Mr. Fuller was a successful young architect who hed
graduated from Yale. Hisfather, Granville Fuller, had designed the Brighton Town Hall in 1841.
Granville Fuller had joined the Congregationa Church on April 26, 1839 The new church was Gothic
Reviva with anave, dde aides, two unequa spires, and buttresses The cogt was gpproximately
$29,000. Historic photographs show it being located in the same pot as the first church, however it is
unclear if the old foundation was used or anew foundation was built. This structure was enlarged in
1902 to accommodate its growing membership. The interior wes rehabilitated, a banquet hall and
kitchen put in the basement, and the chapd enlarged. The women of the church were active in raising
fundsfor the furnishings of the church and the rehabilitation. Between 1867 and 1902, they raised over
$6,500 through bake sdlesand fairs.

The church weas not only a socia place for the women of the community, but aso for the youth. In the
last decede of the nineteenth-century, the Junior Endeavor Society was created.  This organization met
once aweek and provided socid activitiesfor the youth of the church. They dso raised money and
volunteered for local charities. The 1903 Annua Report of the Society listed the average atendance for
the previous year as 72 per Sunday. . «*

In 1881, the Brighton Cattle Y ards were dosed and moved doser to the railroad. This land wes divided
up intoresidential houselots. The Cattle Fair Hotel was torn down in 1898 and one-story commercid
buildings built along Washington Street during the first decede of the twentieth-century. An éectric
sreetcar route was added down Washington Street, padt this new neighborhood and the church in 1890,
bringing more people to Brighton. Thisinflux of people causad two new Congregationa churches to
form as outgrowths from the Evangelical Church. 1n 1886 the Allston Congregational Church was
incorporated and in 1903 the Fanevuil Congregational Church was incorporated.

On Sunday January 16, 1921, adevadating fire broke out and destroyed the church and mogt of its
contents.  The congregation quickly gathered and decided to rebuild on the foundation of the burned
church. They had maintained a house of worship onthe ste for nearly 100 yearsand it was one of the
few surviving ingtitutionsfrom Brighton's early daysas acommunity. A building committee was

(continued)

* Church records lig Granville Fuller s a lumber deder. He was chainmn of the Building Committes, on
the Paish Committee for mary years and ateecher in the Sunday Schod. When Granville Fuller died in 1892, he
left an endowment of $10,000 to the church. His son, Granville A. Fuller, wes gppointed & a trustee to ovasee the
adovmat. Thisendommat hes grown and till provides funding for the church.
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formed conssting of George E. Brack, Will S Fuller, James T. Knowles, Frank G. Newhall, and Henry
H. Sullivan. Allfivemen were active in the church and prominent membersof the community.® The
present Colonia Revival Church was completed and dedicated on June25, 1922. At the same time that
the church was being rebuilt, the land to the west of the church weas purchased for anew parsonage. This
was designed inthe Colonia Revival style to match the church.

It was a progperoustime for the church, its membership having grown to 402 by the beginning of

192210 Between 1880 and 1930, Brighton's population hed grown tenfold.11 It Sarted leveling off in
the 1920s because land was diminishing, and it dowed even more during the depression. Religion was
an important part of the community life, as isevident from the construction of ten new churches between
1893 and 1921, and ahub for socid activity. Historic photographs from the 1920s show dinners inthe
Banquet Hall inwhich not a sset was to be had. Many newspaper articles discussed church rdated
activities, such as the Women's Association or the Men's Club. The 1940 Annua Report listed a
membership of 447.

The 1922 desgn included a Socia Hall with sage on the south end of the church. This, dong with the
Banquet Hall inthe basement, alowed for numerous community activities. Recordsof the Board of
Deacons list public lectures, chord activities with other churches, the Boy Scouts, and plays presented
for the public. Inaddition to this, outreach programsto hep the needy in the community were occurring.
A 1926 listing inthe Records of the Board of Descons lists the gpprova that "we pay $10 per month
from the Deacon's fund towards the aid of Adelle Nadekian for the remainder of the year." Thereisdso
discusson of the ddivery of food baskets to the ederly and shut-ins, and money was raised and donated
to local missons and hospitas.

The year 1929 brought the beginning of the depresson and according to William Marchione . . .
Allston-Brighton was relatively well-off in the depresson years.” 12 The population of Brighton
incressed Sxteen percent between 1930 and 1935, houses were still being condructed a a grestly
reduced, but Seedy rate, three large screen motion picture theaeterswere congructed, and the church
continued as a hub of socid activity. The weekly church bulletin listed a dinner for the Men's Clubin

(continued)

' The Bagton Directory for the Year Commendng Jly 1921 lists George E. Brock s presdent of the
Home Savings Bank; Will S Fuller, grandson of Granville Fuller (1839 mamiba of the church), working for
Granville Fuller and Son lumber business James T. Knomes working for Chambar of Commarce and in 1922 vice
presdent of [581 Washington]; and Hery Sullivan as a mechanical enginesr. No oocoupation wes given for Frank
Newhdll.
"Ore of the Grandest Ever Hdld, Ninety-fifth Annua Medting of the Brighton Congregationd Church ©
Charadeized" The Item. 14 Jauary 1922
" Op. Cit. William Marchione, p. 36 (A)
Ibid. p. 37 (A)
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1933 whichaMr. George R. Glendening, Presdent and Treasurer of Banker & Tradesman would be
gpesking. He was going to be gpesking on the latest activities in the busnessworld and people were
encouraged to purchasetickets early becausealarge crowd was expected. Also listed inachurch
bulletin from 1933 was a church outing to the Stowe Golf Course in Stowe, MA. Itwasto be an al day
outing". . .to help in creating a spirit of good fellowship among the church people ... ."1*

This sort of socid activity and community outreech hes continued and grown throughout the twentieth
century. While Brighton hes continued to changewith the ethic background of today far different from
what it was in 1900, the Brighton Evangdica Congregationd Church hes remained as one of thefew
early twentieth-century landmarks and a symboal of Brighton Center.

ARCHITECTURE

The present Brighton Evangdlical Congregational Church complex of church, social hall, and parsonage,
is locally significant as an example of Colonial Revival ecclesadtica architecture. When the Gothic
Reviva church was destroyed by fire on January 16, 1921, the congregation looked upon the unfortunate
incident in apositive manner and saw it as their opportunity to build a modern house of worship that
would ". . . exliibit the bes traditions of the New England Meeting House" 14 They aso purchased the
land to the west of the church to build anew parsonage. By the 1920s the Colonial Revival was second
only to the Gothic Reviva as the preferred style for new American churches. 1

The Colonia Revival movement had actually begun in the Boston areaas early as the 1870s The
architecture firm of Ware and Van Brunt did some rehabilitation work to Harvard Hall, preserving the
original 1764 Colonia detailing. The Massachuseits | nstitute of Technology was encouraging its
architecture sudentsto make meaesured drawings of significant Colonial smctures by the mid-1870s.
The nation's centennial celebration heightened the public's interest in the past, and architecture
publications began to publish Colonial era designs as proof that interest in the older buildings survived.
In 1876 American Architecture urged "that before it istoo late arecord should be secured of what is
interesting among theserelics." 16 I1n 1877, Charles Cummings addressed the AIA Convention and reed
a papear on the problems of the modern church. Hefelt that the architecture of the church should
represent the religion that worshipped within. Therefore, he theorized that the Protestant church needed
to emulate the smple form of eighteenth century meetinghouses. Asin other parts of the country, the
Colonia Revival in Boston took root with housesand didn't really gart to evolve as a style for church
architecture until the beginning of the twentieth century.

(continued) :

" "The Messenger,” 14 May 1933

Op. Cit. Brighton Evangdicd Church. 1827-1927. p. 10.
" William Rhoeds The Colonid Revivd. (New Y ork: Garland Publishing Inc.) p. 200.
* lbid. p. 76.
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The period of 1880-1950 "marks dmog precisaly the period which Boston church architecture achieved
such excellence that it decisively shaped the ecclesagtical architecture of the country.”!* Many of these
churcheswere Colonial Revival and drawings and photographs of them were published in nationa
magazines, such as American Architect and Building News. 1n 1916 The White Pine Series of
Architectural Monographs was first published, and these quickly became idea books for practicing
architects. Each year a competition was held that dedlt with common building concems of the time. In
1922, the competition was for "A Country Church and Sunday-School Building with Resdencefor the
Minister." First and third prize, as well as fifth mention, went to Boston architects. All three designs
were of the Colonial Revival style. Early examples of Colonial Revival Churches erected in the Boston
areainclude the 1916 Sscond Unitarian Church in Brookline and the 1917 Our Savior American
Lutheran Church on Paris Street, East Boston.

It isnot surprising then, that the Evangdical Congregationa Church was interested in the Colonial
Reviva or that they hired the Boston architectura firm of Blackall, Clapp, and Whittemore. The firm
had dready desgned the Wilbur Theater (1914) and Colonia Theeater (1900) along with severd
resdencesinthe Colonial Revival Style. They dso had extensve experience in church design including
Tremont Temple in Boston (1896), Temple Adath Israel in Boston (1903), designsfor achurchin
Everett, MA (1905), and desgnsfor the First Baptist Church in Mdrose, MA (1906) to name afew.

Clarence Blackall had studied architecture a the University of 1llinois followed by three years of training
a the Ecole des Beaux Artsin Parisfrom 1878-1880. He retumed to work in New Y ork before settling
in Boston in 1884. Hewas aleading draftsman for Pesbody & Steams when he becamethe first
American student to win the Rotch Traveling Scholarship. After traveling and studying in Europe for
two more years, he returned to Boston and darted a partnership with James Clapp and Charles
Whittemore in 1889.

Blackall would have sudied the Colonial Reviva while working a Pesbody & Stearns. Pesbody hed
bean one of the men that recorded loca Colonid buildingsin the 1870s and had d <0 attended the Ecole
des Beaux Artswhere he was trained inthe design principles of classca architecture. Other architects
from his generation, with similar training, conddered the American Georgian as the classica styleof
America, and thus incorporated those design principles into new Colonial Revival designs. Not all
Beauix Art trained architects gpproached their work in this scholarly manner. In his dissertation Rhoads
dates "Blackall and many othersin the professon were more or lessindifferent to the choice of
historical styles."|™ Thisisevident in Blackall'secclesasticdl designsin which no two churches gppear
to be of the stmestyle.

(continued) *

" Douglass Sad Tucal, Church Building in Bogon 1720-1970. (Concord: The Rumford Press) p. 9.
" OpCit. The Cdonid Revivd, p. 389.
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The design for the Evangdlical Congregationa Church was similar to many Colonia Revival churches
being built a thetime. Thetypical design included agabled portico supported by giant order Doric
columns in front of arectangular sheped gabled church with astegple. Other nearby churches besdes
the Brighton church with this design include, the Cavary Methodist Episcopa Church in Arlington
(1921), the First Baptist Church in Weston (1923), and the First Church of Christ Scientist in Newton
(1924-27). The prospectus for the new Brighton church gtated that "architectural details have been
adgpted from the best known examples of Colonia churches. . . ."19 The church's tiered frame stesple
isreminiscent of the 1809 segple design for the Park Street Church by Peter Banner. The original design
for the church showed a shorter tower without a degple. Instead of agesple there was adomed top
which was typical of early Colonial Revival desgn as is ssan on the Congregational Church in
Williamsburg, MA (1902).20

The church isrectangular in plan, two gories high, with 12-over-12 double hung sssh windows, and red
brick. The entrance isfrom the gable end, and tripartite in design with a central entrance doorflankedby
two lessomate entry doors. Thisdesign, aong with the Weston (1923) and Newton (1924-1927)
churches, was a predecessor of what was to be common by the 1930s  In his article on the Colonial
Reviva in the 1930s, David Gebhard dates

Whether it was asmall pog officeinamid-westem town, aschool in New England, or a
collegiate building in the Pacific Northwest, the characterigtic desgn was ared brick sructure
whose facade presented abaanced composition, accentuated usualy by smdl-pane windows,
central ornamenta entrances, and the roof surmounted by acupola and spire.21

William Rhoads points out in his dissertation that the use of brick, sone, and iron in place of wood &s the
main materid isaresult of the classica Beaux Artstraining of many architects designing in the Colonia
Reviva style. These materias give a greater sense of monumentality then wood.

Attached to the back of the church isatwo-story socid hall with dageand vestry. Itisaso of red brick
with agable roof, the gable being perpendicular to the church. Churches were active socia centers a the
beginning of the twentieth century and it was common to include asocid hall with the design of the
church. To complete the complex, aparsonagewas d<0 included in the design. It dts to the west of the
church, st back from the Sreet, and isared brick, rectangular sheped, two-story, geble roofed house
with 6-over-6 double hung ssehwindows. The White Fine Series competition problem for 1922 was

(continued)

Progpedus for Brighton Evangdicd Congregational CHurch, 1921,

° This church wes ane of two Massadhusaits dhurdnes disousssd in a May 3, 192 artidein American
Avrchitect and Building News entitled "Remodded Colonia Churdhes”  Both dhurdhes were being remodded ad
many Georgian detals weare incorporated to the design.

" David Gaohard, "The American Colonid Revivd in the 19305" Winterthur Portfolio, Autumn 1987, p.
142,
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A Church building proper, to seet approximately 350, and to contain a gallery large enough to
accommodate a double quartette. Thisgallery may be a ether end of the auditorium. ... A
Sunday-school Building directly connected with the Church, but not necessarily arranged to open
into it. Main Auditorium to seet approximatey 225, with dage suitable for smple
entertainments. Eight dassooms, 100 squarefeet each, will be neaded for the various grades of
the Sunday-school. These may be partitioned from the main seeting goece by curtains or by
folding screens, or may be separaterooms. . .. A Kitchen and Pantry, 800 squarefeet connected '
with the Auditorium. ... A Manse, or resdencefor the minigter, to contain, on the ground floor.
Living-room, Study, Dining-room, Kitchen, and Pantry. Onthe ssocond floor, four Bedrooms and
two Baths22

The Evangelical Congregational Church complex contains all of the components of this program.
Blackall, Clapp, and Whittemore could havetaken their desgn and placed it directly on the Ste planfor
the competition, made someminor dterations, and submitted it as an entry.

On the interior, the church isasmple 9de aide church with balcony on three ddes. The balcony hes a
raised pand front and is supported by Doric columns. The raised pulpit has achoir gallery behind it with
a pipe organ being the focus of attention. The all whiteinterior isreminiscent of many eighteenth-
century churches. The amosphereistypical of severd eghteenth-century churchesin Bogton including
both the OId North Church and Old South Church.

The church and parsonage retain their architectura integrity and remain relatively undtered from the
time of their construction.

By the 1960s, Brighton had garted to become overcrowded and the physical deterioration, dong with the
decline in public education, encouraged the middle dassto move to more affluent neighborhoods. This
brought a decline in membership to the church and the 1960 Annud Report listed the official
membership as 271 with the average atendance a 108. Civic groups darted to emeargeto try and help
revitalize the areaand help the local residents. Many of these groups are what hdp the church survive
today.

In 1985, the residing minister moved into his own resdence and the parsonage wes rented as office goece
to generate income. Today it houses the church office, minister's sudy, alaw office, and three physical
therapist's offices.

The 1994 Annual Report listed the official membership a 80, but interviews with membersindicate that
only about 50 of those people are acfive. Thesemembersare of all different backgrounds and they goeek
a leadt five different languages. Free medsare sarved to the low income and homdess eech Wednesday

(continued)

RusH F. Whiteheed and Frank Chateau Brown, The White Fine Saries of Architecturd Monogrgphs
reprint LisaC. Mullins and Roy Underhill, Blueprintsfor Americas Pedt. (The Nationd Hidoricd Sodety)
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evening and approximately 75 people show up. Food baskets are handed out each Friday and Saturday to
around 25 families. The church rents out their Banquet Hall and Auditorium to severd other
organizations including areaschools, the Girl Scouts and the loca Catholic Church. The money raised
from this, aong with an endowment |eft by past members iswhat alowsthe congregation to survive
debt freetoday.

Archaeological Significance

It isunlikely that any prehistoric Steswould survive on the Brighton Evangelica Congregational Church
parcel. Mot of the known prehistoric dtesin the areaare located adong or near the banks of the Charles
River. Prior to the property being graded, the land would have doped significantly and would not have
been an ideal location for prehigtoric activities.

A low to moderate potential exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica remains. These survivals
could provide evidence relating to the use of the Sructure as areligious, educational, and socia facility.
Because of the land-use history of the parcel, specifically the initial grading of the hillside, and the
possible clearing and cleen up activities after the fire, the potential for the recovery of archaeologica
survivas is limited.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The property is bounded by Washington Sirest to the north, the Grester Boston Bank to the west, agone
retaining wall to the south, and Dighton Sireet to the east. The boundaries are identified on the

accompanying map.
(end)
Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompass all land historically known as the Brighton Evangelical Congregationa
Church Complex. The property includes the church, parsonage, and grounds.

(end)
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Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: .

Brighton Evangdica Congregationd Church, 404-410 Washington Street, Boston
(Suffolk Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. Snce the city of Boston isaparticipant in the Certified
Loca Government Program, the owners of the church were notified of pending State Review
Board condderation 60 to 120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
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Betsy Friedberg
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Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

CC: David Burke, Brighton Evangdlical Congregational Church
Boston Landmarks Commission
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