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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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^ A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Union Street Railway Carbarn and Repair Shop are located in the northem part o£ 
New Bedford at 1959 Purchase Street in Weld Sqiaare. They are in tlie southeast comer 
of a low income residential neighborhood. A deteriorated ndd-nineteenth century 
commercial strip lies to the south of i t while much of the area to the east was razed 
several years ago for highway purposes. A narrow alley divides the Repair Shop, 
built in 1897, from the Carbarn, built in 1910. 

The Repair Shop is a large, functional one story brick .building. Its facade, which 
faces south on Weld Street, is asymmetrically organized. I t is conposed of a rect­
angular middle section, defined by a corbelled parapet, witli two gently sloping wings, 
also corbelled at the comice. A large 20 foot round arched portal commands the 
westem v/ing, while anotlier stands slightly west of center. Their height allowed the 
passage of the trolleys tvith their overhead wires. The westem portal retains its 
original paired doors, each consisting of three elongated panels over nine smaller 
panels. Four windows light the eastem wing; one balances the center door while the 
other three are grouped farther east. Al l had 9/9 double hung sash; however, a l l but 
the center window in the group of three have been boarded in. They are a l l set in 
segmentally arched openings and rest on granite s i l l s . The west elevation is ten bays 
long, each containing a window resembling those on the facade. The east elevation is 
also ten bays in length but has windows only in its four southern bays. They are 
paired 6/6 double hung sash in segmentally arched openings. The north elevation is, 
like the facade, asymetrical with one window at its westem end and two on the east. 

The Carbarn is a large, 370 foot by 160 foot structure, covering the area of one half 
a large city block. I t is two stories in heigjit, and is constructed of brick with 
molded concrete trim in a spare and stylized classical design. The main entrance is 
located at the apex of the south east corner of the building at the intersection of 
Weld and Purchase Streets. The 20 foot square paneled overhead door is framed by a 
keyed stilted segmental arch on Doric pilasters. The arch is topped by a molded 
stringcourse with three 1/1 sash windows, approximately two feet above i t . The 
comer is framed by Doric pilasters on concrete and brick pedestals supporting a dentil­
led comice. Each pilaster carries a raised medallion in the frieze above i t and is 
decorated by a small anthemion below the capitol. A low parapet wall with a framed 
clock in its center rises above the comice. 

These decorative elements are continued on the other elevations where two story 
pilasters divide each bay. A non-continuous stringcourse divides each bay vertically, 
separating the f i r s t from the second floor. Fenestration consists of keyed round 
arched openings on tJie f i r s t floor and rectangular openings on the second, with tripled 
1/1 double hung sash in each. The f i r s t story arches are l i t by three fixed panes. 

The south elevation, which leads to the facade of the Repair Shop, is ten bays long. 
A door has been inserted in the arched opening at the eastern, end and the corresponding 
opening at the westem end has been bricked in. The east elevation is twenty-three 
bays in length. I t is organized around a slightly projecting three bay center section 
enphasized by a rise in the parapet with the words UNION.STREET.RAILWAY.CO inscribed 
on i t . The arched window openings have been boarded in and much of the other sash is 
deteriorated. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The L&iion Street Railway Carbarn and Repair Shop are significant for their association 
with the development of New Bedford as a major manufacturing city in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. They were the nerve center of the city's ever-expanding 
trolley system which facilitated the transportation of manufactured goods within the 
city and offered a web of connections with outlying areas. ' 

From its opening in 1872, the IMion Street Railway Company became one of the 125 major 
street/railway systems operating in the Lbiited States in the early twentieth century. 
The cheap, efficient transportation i t provided within the city allowed manufacturers 
to develop their industries in parts of the city which would not otherwise have been 
accessible to their workers. As the lines were extended to suburban areas they also 
allowed people enployed in the city to live away from its center. 

Besides the economic benefits of growth and expansion, the conpany offered a ready 
neans of transportation into rural recreation areas such as Lincoln Park and Riverview, 
as well as other ponds and lakes in adjacent areas which would have otherwise been 
inaccessible to the general public. Lincoln Park, a clairbake paArLllion and amusement 
park, was built in North Dartmouth to provide for both an extended ride and for a 
healthful social gathering place in a country setting. 

The present Purchase Street Carbam was erected in 1910 to replace a series of wooden 
structures which had previously served the Conpany and were relics of horsecar days. 
When conpleted, i t housed most of the Conpany's trolley inventory. This ncdem 
facili t y , which was the Conpany's main base, had thirteen tracks in the f i r s t floor 
space, six with inspection-repair pits. The maximum capacity of the tracks was 
seventy-two streetcars. The second floor space was devoted to executive offices, meet­
ing and entertainment rooms, and the various departments of the Conpany, including 
those of engineering, equipment, and transportation. 

The Trolley Repair Shop of 1897 was used as an exposition hall for the New Bedford 
Semi-Centennial in its f i r s t year. The exposition lasted ten days and i t was reported 
that 15,000 people attended daily. On October 11, President McKinley pressed the 
button in Washington which started the "Mechanics in Motion" exhibit inaugurating the 
exposition. The walnut button was later made a part of the exhibit. 

Nkny industries were represented including the whaling, shoe, Pairpoint glass, 
electronics, toy, cordage, and foundry industries. Of special note was the Pairpoint 
Glass Display conposed of over 3,000 pieces of the finest cut glass and glasswork in 
the United States. , 
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After' the exposition, the building was outfitted with the necessary facilities for a 
conplete trolley repair shop. At its peak, the repair shop not only housed the stock 
and facilities to make all repairs but also had the capability of rebuilding trolley 
cars. - , • • .' ' I • • <. f • - tt ' .• (' ./•».<'• . >\ i'<. .. \ - • • 

With the development of automobiles and buses the street railway system was slowly-
phased out of existence. The last trolley was removed from service, in 1947. In 
the early 1950's the tracks of the Carbam were covered over so that i t could-be 
used for buses.- The repair shop was structurally affected.by a fire bombing in 1970; 
a portion of the middle section was destroyed. The l e f t and right wings are intact 
and new ceiling joists could be erected to restore the center section. 

The Carbam is presently being used as a warehouse and as a wholesale grocery 
business. The present owner hopes to create an indoor mall in the f i r s t floor space 
with office and museum space above. This would not only preserve the building but 
would recognize the inportance of trolleys in New Bedford's history, while aiding in 
the economic revitalization of its neighborhood. 

J'. r-r-: -.• 
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thence by Weld Street two hundred eighty two and seven/tenths feet (287.7') to the 
point of beginning. 
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P A U L GUZZI 

L)e>, 

')ommf:i.ifo/i 

August 4, 1978 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
07\HP, Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination 

New Bedford - Union Street Railway Carbam § Repair Shop 
« 

The property has been voted eligible by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

y ^ We would appreciate an expeditious review of the Union Street 
j Railway Carbam and Repair Shop nomination as we would like to 
V allocate a Fiscal Year 1979 development grant to aid in the 
\^2reservation of this building. 

Sincerely yours, 

Christine Boulding 
Acting Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CB/CJ/lh 

Ends. 



7^ 
•iyt*-

vw Qbojasa M3N 

J. 4 

• f .• * 

THE NATICKAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PUCES  

DATE R- D S£p fl,7 19;^ 

5> iATTACHED) 

i. C i t ,«iV/,OHED)  

OATH ACTiGN IK r ^SEP 2 7 1978 

INITIALS 

BEAUTIFUL RESIDENCE, EDGARTOWN 



4 

>̂-i>Hy%̂  , 9 * ^ ^ 

^^^^ ^)cciiy^ti ^^'^ ' 

J 



%• 

y^)''^ ' ' 

A 0 y 
1 

V 

•7 

THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

DATE P' - n SEP 0 7jgW_ 

•^ HED) 

• - •• ...̂ -̂ i , 

DATE AC,;.... . . w i . 

INITIALS / ^ . . y U ^ 





THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

SEP 0 7 1978 
DATE REC'D 

rronrrr' t-rsP'MSrfAmCOTDT 

T.L;Fi; . . . ,.ui\^Hio) 

SEP 2 7 1978 
DATE /C,!.JN TAK-: :-

INfTIALS 



September 1, 1978 

Keeper of the Nat i o n a l Register 
O f f i c e of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
U. S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear S i r : 

I would l i k e t o see the Union S t f e e t Railway Carbarn and Repair 
Shop a t Weld Squaire i n New Bedford, Massachusetts placed i n the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. Enclosed i s a p i c t u r e of 
t h i s b u i l d i n g . As you can see, i t i s an e x c e l l e n t showmanship 
of a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

I f e e l t h a t i f t h i s b u i l d i n g i s r e t a i n e d and preserved, i t w i l l 
be a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n and an asset t o our area. 

I b e l i e v e t h a t you have i n your records i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e and 
value t o our c i t y . 

Your consideration t o my request and t h a t of the committee i n ­
t e r e s t e d i n i t s placement on the National Register would be 
g r e a t l y appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leonora L. C a r r e i r o 

1527 E. Rodney Frenc^ Blvd. 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 02744 ; v , -
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DATE ACriON 

INITIALS 

xci,-4:-_-:. c - z j c r . ^ c . -

z e e -:: : _p 

:: .5r;-: cA= .p : r ' ' ^ AC 

- :zz- 4: ..4: 4: r c : 

-P r - r : - - - 2 . 

~ 7 7 ^ COG r 

"ux J - : 

-1 
; = 4:ox 
r ~ r-

X T,~C X . 
-CG 

- -̂ -̂P X c x -
G :-_--'-': , - . X . O G X A G C ' 

c . y. cz~-
"C T CGC 

r x T G ^ : 

! . C 
04 : 

J1--L-X 

G.Grx^ T ; 4: G ;;-^4:-xrox 

STJC ;;c4:.^-:-c xrcGr.A.c.-."CG - xc 
cr X G 



33 Lafayette Street 
Fairhaven, MA. 02719 
September 1, 197^ 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
United States Department of the Inte r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

The old Union Street Railway Carbam and 
Repair_Shop at Weld Square i n New Bedford, 
Massachusetts has been approved to be 
named to the National Register of Historic 
Places by the New Bedford Historical Com­
mission and by the Massachusetts State 
Commission. 

The Carbarn i s important for the major role 
i t played i n the transportation history of 
New Bedford. I t was b u i l t i n 1S97. 

I urge you to name this Carbam to the 
National Register. 

Sincerely yours, 

Barbara L . Ttimer 
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146 Armour St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 
Sept. 8, 1978 

Gentlemen: 

I would l i k e to voice my opinion on naming the old Unign 
Street Carbarn into the National Register. I think i t 
wouTcl be a very good idea, for we have already l o s t too 
many buildings of note to destruction. Many buildings 
have f a l l e n and the land area used fo r parking l o t s and 
I think i t i s time we took a second look and asked our­
selves i f t h i s i s absolutely necessary. I f i t keeps up 
we w i l l soon have parking l o t s galore and no one place 
that we can v i s i t or r e c a l l with fond memories. 

I would g r a t e f u l l y appreciate your giving consideration 
and acting upon the suggestion that you name the old 
Carbarn here i n New Bedford, to the National Register. 

Sincerely yours, 

y7î .̂ .̂ y y'\ ẑ -̂ê ^̂  
(Mrs.) Muriel H. Purcell 
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD -
IN CITY COUNCIL 

S>pt»»ber 14, 1978 

WRITTEN MOnON 

That the City Council go on record as supporting the 

application for the placement of the Union Street Railway car 

barn and repair shop in New Bedford as a National Historical 

landnark, ond that a copy of this notion be forwarded to-

Keeper of the Notional Register, Office of Azvheology and 

Historic Preservation, U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Washington, 

D.C. 20240 

Councillor Brooker 

IN CITY COUNCIL, September 14, 1978 

Adopted David R. Nelson, City Clerk 
Presented to the Mayor for approval September 18, 1978 

David R, Nelson, City Clerk 
Approved by the Mayor September 20, 1978 

John A, Morkey, Mayor 
A true copy, attest: 

City Clerk 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE tL\f;SACHUSEnS 

Date Entered 
r-, r-.-

Name • . ; ,. ;̂ ' _ • 

l iar t ln llouce and 7ar5i 

Union Street Rai3.v Carbarn and Repair Shop 

Location 

Forth Swansea 
Bristol County 

Kew Bedford 
Bristol County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward W. Brooke 
Eouoriible Sdward H. Kennady 
nouorablo 'ijr^arot M. Heckler 
Eoaorablc Gerry 2. Studda 

State Historic Praservatlon Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. KaslOT/skl 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Comalsslon 
294 7a3hln.>tou Street 
Boston, Ma£3achu3fitt8 02108 

/ NR Bvera/bir 
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Trolley Incorporated 
of Greater New Bedford 
P.O. Box A2057 New Bedford, Ma. 02741 

President — Edith Nichols 
Vice-President — Everett McCullough 
Secretary- Treasurer — Gloria Alcobia 

January I k , 1979 

To the Keeper of the National REgister 

Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 

U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 

Washington , D.C. 202^0 

Dear Sir , 

Our organization was formed May 3, 1978 to save New Bedford 

t r o l l e y memorabilia. We are now several hundred strong and have 

been able to make progressive strides i n our short existance. 

I n September, 1978, an announcement was carried i n our l o c a l 

paper, the New Bedford Standard-Times, regarding the acceptance 

of the Union STreet Railway Carbarn and repair shops on the 

National Register. 

Is there any paperwork which we should have received to conform 

and v e r i f y this? Also, please forward any conditions and require­

ments which must be adhered to should steps be taken to restore 

the f a c i l i t i e s . 
Thank you, 

Edith Nichols , ^ A 
Dedicated to saving trolleys and trolley memorabilia c f k ^ /U^^U-Ls j j 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
WASHINGTON, D.C 

t 

F e b r u a r y 26 ^ 19 7 9 

Reapectfully referred to 

Mr. Gary Catron 
A s s i s t a n t t o the Secretary f o r 
Congressional and L e g i s l a t i v e 
A f f a i r s 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Enclosed please f i n d the l e t t e r 
and a d d i t i o n a l documentation I 
received from my c o n s t i t u e n t , Ms, 
Ed i t h Nichols, regarding the 
placement o f the Union St. R a i l ­
way Co. carbarn on the Na t i o n a l 
Register o f H i s t o r i c a l Places. 

Kind l y provide my d i s t r i c t o f f i c e 
(247 Post O f f i c e B u i l d i n g , New 
Bedford, MA 02740) w i t h informa­
t i o n which would be h e l p f u l to 
Ms. Nichols. 

Thank you f o r 

CONGRESSiOflAl m LEGISLAIIVE AFFftlP.S 
R E C E I V E D 

Very reapeotfulty, .,̂ p̂̂ ^ j 9̂79 

'Gerry E . Studds 

MA M.C, -12th... Dutrict. 
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The Car Barn... 
Weld & Purchase Streets 
P.O. Box A2057 
New Bedford, Ma. 02741 

Edith Nichols February 22,1979 

The Hon, Gerry Stiidds 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Geriy Studds: 

Through the efforts of Mr Chris Sands in your Washington office, the 
Union Street Railway Corapany carbam and t r o l l e y repair shops were placed on 
the National Register on October 20th, 1978. After four years of research and 
concerted effort i t i s protected against demolition. I t was recorded with the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission and the local Standard-Times did an article 
on i t s acceptance (see enclosed copy). 

On January l ^ t h , 1979 (see enclosed l e t t e r ) we wrote to the keeper of recoixis 
for some written confirmation, as yet we have received nothing i n the way of formal 
documentation, nor has the ci t y to my understanding. 

This matter i s of utmost importance since the property i s under option to a 
developer to be converted to elderly housing. The developer has expressed to the 
newspapers his intentions to tear down one of the historic projterties to attain 
parking spaces. We are under the impression federal money cannot be used to tear 
this building down (see Standard-Times a r t i c l e ) . 

I t i s a case where action must be taken before i t i s t4m down-the property i n 
question was the Union Street Railway Company tro l l e y repair shop. Built i n 1897» 
i t had the honor of being the site of the f e s t i v i t i e s for the city's f i f t i e t h birth­
day celebration (the "Ebqjo"). 

Some businesses, which are s t i l l i n existence, displayed their wares at the 
"Expo": Pairpoint Glass Company, Wm Nye Oils Co,, Morse Twist D r i l l Company, 
Hutchinson Book Store and George Kirby Paint Company, 

The "Expo" was boycotted by the cotton mills industry. We have copies of the 
newspaper articles of those days, also the exhibit was set i n motion by President 
McKinley, 

Since local historical authorities £re taking no action to protect or preserve 
this endangered building we hope your office, can do something i n time to save i t . 

Sincerely, 

Inc: copy of le t t e r to the 
keeper of thf National Register 

£y^d 
copy of Standard-Times article ^ . • ii wt^il tjDfukS 

'Lted 1/5/78 gnj J %!l(?!kje£vef 



TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: 

TO/FROM: 14 

ADDRESS: PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: t'fCi^^ DIVISION: 

REPORT: ^'^^'^^fy^ 

(U. -Will ^(Ky ĉ if̂  ^A'-^^^^ 



I) 
O F F I C E OF CONGRESSIONAL 
AND L E G I S L A T I V E AFFAIRS 

3/2/79 

B U R E A U HCRS 

Please prepare response f o r signature of Gary R. Cat ron , Ass i s tan t to 
the Secretary and D i r e c t o r of Congressional and Leg i s l a t ive A f f a i r s . 

Include a copy of your f i n a l response f o r CL f i l e s . 

DUE D A T E March 1979 

\ 
1 » 

C L - R o o m 6253 
x6667 



Boaorable Gerry B, Studds 
House of EepresGiitatlvea 
247 Post Office 3ulldiag 
Sew Bedford, ^ssachusetts 0274(}L 

Dear Hr, Studdas 

Thank yo« for your letter of February 26, 1979, oa behalf of KB. Editb A, 
•lichols regarding the Ucton Street Railway Cospany Carb.-̂ ^ j[a ?!!»w 
fordjHaasacbasetts. 

Hs. Hlcholfl i s correct thAt properties listed in the ITatloaal Begister 
of Elstorlc Places are afforded protection from inadvertent alteration 
or destructloa through projects vhlch Involve a Federal agency. In 
accordance vlth Federal regulations vhlch Ispleoent the rational l i l s " 
torlc Prcservatiott Act of 1966, as acendad, and Kxecutlve Order 11593, , 
Federal agencies Involved la a project which will affect a property 
listed la the Hatlonsl Register are to constilt with the appropriate 
State Historic Preservation Officer and request the co&Hsents of tbe 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on appropriate «anage^nt 
options. We have enclosed a copy of the cotisultation procedures fol­
lowed by Federal agencies aiui the Advisory Council. Ve have also for­
warded a copy of Ha. ITlchols's letter to the Advisory Council. I f the 
Union Street, Railway Coispany Carbara i s endangered by a developoent 
project vhlch v l l l icvolva a Federal agency, we suggest that she alert 
her State Historic Preservation Officer, llrs. Patricia L. Veslovskl. 
ICrs, Weslowskl say be reached by telephone at (617-727-3470), and by 
Ball at the Ilassachusetts Historical Coocslsslon, 294 Washington Street, 
Boston, Hassachusetts 0210S, Ve also suggest that she consult vlth tha 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation at 1522 K. Street, KW., 
Suite 410, Washington, D.C. 20005, (202-254-3967). 

We apologise for the neglect of Hs. Flchols*s January 14, 1979, letter. 
Our records Isdlcata that ve responded to Ks. Nichols's letter on 

\ 

y. 
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February 26, 1979, with a telephone c a l l and subsequent tsalllng of 
satarlal. Wa ara enclosing a duplicate set of that Inforaatlon for 
your Informatloa* ,̂  

If ve can provide further assistance please write or c a l l the National 
Register staff (202-343-6401), 

Sincerely, 

S. Catroa 
Assistant to the Secretary 

and Director of Congressional 
and Legislative Affairs 

Enclosures 
cc: Your Washington Office 
cc: Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl i . 

Mass SHPO 

bcc: FW/Secretary's Fl le /Secretary's Reading F i l e (2)/Assoc. Director, Connallyr 
Chief, OAHP/FHR-CL/CL/FHR-Luiapkln/*R PO:i-6966 "^-^ 

FHR; LBeebermjd 343-6401 

BASIC FILE RETAHIED DJ HR 

\ 



Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

k Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

. • \p r i l 30, 1979 

Mr. Ed Machado 
Boston Area Office 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Bulfinch Building 
13 Now Chardon Streot 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

Dear Mr. Machado: VJ*^'^ ' ̂  ̂  

Ve have been informed that a proposed Department of Housing and 
Urban Development assisted housing for the elderly project may 
have an effect on the Uninn Street K.qilw.nv f-ir-h-.T-r| Repair Shop 
(Centennial Building) New Bedford. Massachusetts. This property 
1= included in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Please investigate t h i s matter to determine whether the nature 
of the effect requires that you obtain the comments of the Council 
in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preser­
vation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320), 
Steps to detennine this r e s p o n s i b i l i t y are set f o r t h i n Section 
800.4 of the Council's regulations, "Protection of Historic and 
Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800). 

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. I f you 
ps have further questions or require assistance, please c a l l Sharon S. 
T Conway at 202-254-3967. 
oi 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Office 

of Review and Compliance 



i i i i i i i m i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

September 13 1979 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Mr. Clharles Herrington, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
United States Department of the Interior 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington D.C. 20043 

Attn: Noreen Frost 

RE: Union Street Railroad Carbam and Trolley Repair Shop, New Bedford, 
Bristol County 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

I would like to request that the Trolley Repair Shop structure, listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in conjunction with the Union Street 
Railway Carbam, be removed from the Register. 

The Trolley Repair Shop was severely damaged by fire and explosion in 1970. 
Since that time no efforts have been undertaken to repair the damage, con­
sequently weather neglect has accelerated the deterioration. The f u l l ex­
tent of the demolition was notevident at the time of nomination since MHC 
staff was unable to inspect the interior. In the year and a half since the 
the nomination was initiated, the deterioration of the Repair Shop has 
accelerated. 

While I believe that the Repair Shop is historically significant, i t does 
not retain integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. I no longer agree with the statement in the nomination form 
that new ceiling joists would restore the central section. Repair work 
would be extensive and the result would be reconstruction. 

I f you should have any questions, please contact Joe Orfant, Review Co­
ordinator . 

'Patricia L. Weslowski 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW/ej 

cc: Sharo^ Sonway, Advisory Council 
New Bedford Historical Comm. 
Ed Machado, HUD 
Sally Oldham, National Register 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.Q 
20005 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) proposes to provide Housing Authorization Act Section 8 
assistance f o r the creation of 114 units of housing f o r 
the elderly and handicapped; and, 

WHEREAS, HUD, i n consultation w i t h the Massachusetts 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer (SHPO), has determined 
that t h i s undertaking as proposed would have an adverse 
ef f e c t upon the Union Street Railway Carbarn and Repair 
Shop, New Bedford, Massachusetts, a property included i n 
the National Register of His t o r i c Places; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 106 of the National 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 470f, 
as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) and Section 800.4(d) of the 
regulations of the Advisory Council on Hi s t o r i c Preservation 
(Council), "Protection of His t o r i c and Cultural Properties" 
(36 CFR Part 800), HUD has requested the comments of the 
Council; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 800.6 of the Council's 
regulations, representatives of the Council, HUD, and the 
Massachusetts SHPO have consulted and reviewed the undertaking 
to consider feasible and prudent alternatives to avoid or 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y mitigate the adverse e f f e c t ; 

NOW, THEREFORE, i t i s mutually agreed that there are 
no feasible and prudent alternatives to avoid or s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 
mitigate the adverse effects of t h i s undertaking and i t 
i s i n the public i n t e r e s t to proceed with the undertaking 
as outlined i n "Hi s t o r i c Preservation C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Application Part I I , the Carbam, New Bedford, Massachusetts." 

Date 
Deputy Executive Director 
Advisory Council on/HliAI!oric Preservation 

Date OCT 1 5 B79 
Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 



Page 2 
Memorandum of Agreement 
HUD 
Union Street Railway Carbam 

/£^^.j(l^QJ^cAJ^ ^ Date/n//'j/7f 
Massachusetts State H i s t o r i c Preservation 

O f f i c e r 

CI I^-IA/WILA Date J(/^/li 
Chairman j 
Advisory Counci ytL H i s t o r i c Preservation 
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'6;379 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Mrs. Weslowskl: 

We concur with your opinion expressed in your September 13, 1979 letter 
that the Trolley Repair Shop, New Bedford, Massachusetts, does not meet 
the c r i t e r i a for li s t i n g in the National Register of Historic Places. 
According to procedures under 36 CFR 60.17 we are hereby removing the 
building from the National Register as of the above date. 

The Trolley Repair Shop does not possess integrity of design, workman­
ship, materials and feeling due to damage resulting from the 1970 f i r e 
bombing and the building's subsequent deterioration. We accept the 
explanation that the Massachusetts Historical Commission was not fully 
aware of the extent of the loss of integrity to the building at the 
time of the initiation of the nomination and are removing i t on the 
basis of professional error. 

The adjacent carbam, listed with the repair shop, November 2, 1978, 
wi l l continue to remain on the National Register. However, new boun­
daries must be approved according to procedures under 36 CFR 60.16. 

We look forward to receiving the revised nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National 

Register 

cc: Lee Nelson, TPS 

bcc: Director's Reading F i l e 
FHR: B. MacDougal:jrb:343-6401:10-15-79 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NATIONAL REGISTER 



' Advisory ' Hc^^^^)L 

\ Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

November 8, 1979 

Mr. Edward Pollack 
Deputy Area Manager 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development 

Bulfinch Building 
15 New Chardon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

Dear Mr. Pollack: 

The Memorandum of Agreement for the proposed creation of 
114 units of housing for the elderly and handicapped affecting 
the Union Street Railway Carbam and Repair Shoy, 
Bedford, Massachusetts, has been r a t i f i e d by the Chairman 
of the Council.This document constitutes the comments 
of the Council required by Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act and completes compliance with 
the Council's regulations, "Protection of Historic and 
Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800). A copy of the 
Agreement i s enclosed. 

In accordance with Section 800.6(c)(2) and 800.9(e) of 
the regulations, a copy of this Memorandum of Agreement 
should be included i n any environmental assessment or 
statement prepared for this undertaking to meet requirements 
of the National Environmental Policy Act and should be 
retained i n your records as evidence of compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

The Council appreciates your cooperation i n reaching a 
satisfactory resolution of this matter. 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
^ h i e f , Eastem Division 

of Project Review 

Enclosure 
MOA 



















Th« propoMd r*tteraHen 
of lh« Sundial Building 

get another teal of approval 
yesterday when the 

New Bedford 
Historical Commiulen granted 
a certificate of appropriatenoM 

for the project. 

(, New Bedford, Mass., Thursday, January 5, 1978 

Sundial Building 
restoration wins 
commission okay 

A certificate of appropriatenen was 
granted yesterday by the New Bedford 
Historical Commission for tlie restora­
tion of the Sundial Building on lower 
Union Street. 

The brick building dating possibly 
from the 1820s is owned by the 
Waterfront Historic Area League, Inc., 
which acquired the property after it 
was severely damaged a year ago in the 
historic district fire. 

Approval of the certificate was made 
conditional by the commission, which 
authorized Antone G. Souza Jr., coor­
dinator of the city's Office of Historic 
Preservation, to make certain that 
several minor details of the project that 
were it l l l incomplete conform with the 
nature of the district. Souza also is a 
commission member 

Formal plans for the restoration were 
presented at yesterday's monthly com-
misaiMt meeting by John K. Bullard, 
WHALE agent. 

Restoration plans for the Sundial 
Building include- rebuilding the third 
floor, reconstructing the roof and 
replacing the upper story window panes 
with small lights in keeping with an 
earlier phase in the building's history. 
Bricks used in the restoration would be 
in keeping with the existing brickwork. 

The lower floor would have large win­
dows with transoms while the north and 
west walls would be finished in stucco 
rather than brick. Hitherto, the west 
wall was not exposed, having been e 
wall shared with an adjoining building 
that was destroyed last January. 

Yet to be worked out are the colors 
for the trim, the roof and the stuc-
cowork and the design of the doors. 

The building'7 expected ues is com­
mercial, although WHALE has not an­
nounced any prospective buyer or 
tenant 

The Sundial Building, named for a 
sundial ov?r the Union Street entrance. 

was the original home of the -Dailtj The.recommendation must be approved 
Evening Standard now The'SUndaril by the Massachusetts Historical Com-

. i - j i_ !•»:/> I . . . c-.. A mission and the Interior Department's 
National Park Service, which maintains 
the register. \ 

Placement of a building on the 
register assures that it must be given a 
hearing before it can be demolished as 
part of a project involving federal 
money. Inclusion on the register also is 
an asset when an application for federal 
money for restoration wnrk ja rps'*e. 

Favoring the recommendation were 
Souza, city planner Richard A. Walega, 
and voting altenutes Elton W. Hall and 
Doris Heleen 

Chairman Louis R. Liss. who did not 
vote, said he had been informed by com­
mission member Roger R. Guay that he 
was opposed to placing the building on 
the register. Guay, who did not attend 
the meeting, feels that the building does 
not have significant architectural or 
histoncal significance I.iss said. 

Times, founded in 1850 by Edmund 
Anthony 

The building was completely 
renovated in 1920 and was occupied bj 
the U.S. Conditioning and Testmg Co 
After serving as quarters for the teitili 
testing service, the property was oc 
cupied from 1937 until 1974 by Ihe SUte 
Fruit Co., now located in Dartmouth. 

An unconfirmed New Bedford tradi 
tion says the site, if not the building 
housed the Sundial Hotel, which was 
described as a notorious spot fre­
quented by seafaring men. It is definite­
ly known that the third story was used 
as a sailor's keeping room at an eariyj 
perij 

- ' U i other business, the commission 
recommended that the old Union Street 
Railway Co, carbarn at Weld and 
Purchase Streets b« placed on the 
National Register of Historical Places. 

staff pr.oto bv RoA ivoio 

Walega, observing that the Steamship 
Authority Pier has been placed on the 
register, contends that the carbam and 
the pier, in the role they played in the 
development of the area, "equate with 
one another" 

In a related matter. Walega said that 
the announcement of Merrill's Wharf 
Historic District's inclusion on the 
register caught some city departments 
unaware. 

The city planner explained that the 
Department of Public Works was in the 
bid stage of a project to restore the 
Steamship Authority and Coal Pocket 
Piers when the announcement was 
made in early December. Both piers 
are in the district and their inclusion 
made it necessary for the DPW to seek 
new approvals of the project 

Walega said he would propose a bylaw 
change at the next meeting to provide 
that municipal departments are notified 
ahead of time that a property is being 
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staff photo by MHton Silvia 

if Th* eld Union Str««t Railway Carbam and Repair Shop at Wold Square in New Bedford — headed for a spot on the National 
Register of Historic Places? 
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The old Union Street Railway Carbam and Repair Shop at Weld Square in New Bedford 
Register of Historic Places? 

staff photo b/ MMIon Silvia 

headed for a spot on the National 



TROLLEYGRAMS 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

Lending a Hand 

GREATER NEW BEDFORD'S LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK 
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fifegant fining Where are you? 
PARTIES —WEDDINGS —BANQUETS — OPEN 7 DAYS 

AUCOOT ROAD, MATTAPOISETT, MA. 617 758-3738 
Volume 1 October 1978 Number 2 



This newsletter i,s to update the past 
year's activities on trolleys in New 
Bedford. 

Printed in cooperation with the 
Bristol County Development Council 

1978 

On January 4, 1978 the Union 
Street Railway Carbarn and Trolley 
Repair Shops were recommended 
and passed by the New Bedford 
Historical Commission for 
placement on the National Register. 
A month later the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission gave it the 
necessary confirmation. Along with 
placement on the register is the 
guarantee that the property cannot 
be demolished without a hearing. 

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 

In April, the Junior Achievement 
Company Impact did a research 
study of the hopes for revitalization 
of the Carbarn. The response to the 
trolley, a museum, and shops, was 
highly favorable. The report is 
available. 

This month's cover is a reprint of 
Trolley 601 from the first annual 
Carmen's Ball Book, Dec. 7, 1943. 

TROLLEY INC. 
OF GREATER 

NEW BEDFORD 
On May 3, 1978 Trolley 
Incorporated of Greater New 
Bedford was formed. In its short 
lifetime it has over 150 members, 
and a great deal of support. The 
new group made a trek to Branford 
Connecticut Trolley Museum in 
August. A financial as well as an 
informative success. More events 
are planned, and there is a great 
deal to be accomplished so why not 
join? Write us at P.O. Box A 2057, 
New Bedford, Ma. 02741. 

On May 14 , 1978 the Carbarn 
project was notified that it was 
eligible for state restoration funds-
Fy 79 grants. On May 15, the 
paperwork was filed. 

It was selected from 135 preappllca-
tions to compete for 14 final slots. 
Funding will be $55,000 from the 
state and has been matched by the 
City of New Bedford Community 
Development Commission should it 
be finalized by November 30, 1978. 

PEOPLE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE 

Great Christmas Gifts 
TroUev membershios — $1.00 and UD Trolley Notes — $1.00 for 1 0 / 2 scenes 

WTEV BROADCAST 
After Evening coverage on the news 
about the formation of Trolley Inc. 
WTEV invited Don Gray and 
Edith Nichols to appear on the 
Community Program. The half-
hour was devoted to trolley history 
and the future of a trolley in New 
Bedford. The show aired June 1, 
1978. 

THE BOOKS ARE COMING 
Mr. O. R. Cummings of 
Kennebunkport, Me. has been 
compiling the New Bedford trolley 
history over a long period of time. It 
has grown from a single edition to 
three volumes and publication is 
eminent. 

"ROOTS" 
It seems like everyone you bump 
into and strike up a conversation 
with had a relative who worked for 
the Union Street Railway 
Company. Check your "Roots" and 
let us know how you were 
connected to trolley's. We keep a 
faithful record for future articles. 

Negotiations are continuing with 
the museums which still have New 
Bedford trolley's. A precious few are 
left, won't you join our effort to 
bring one back? Write Trolley, Inc. 
or attend our meetings, the first and 
third Tuesday of each month at the 
Carbarn, 7:30 p.m. 

NORTH END INVOLVED 
North End businessmen with an 
eye to the future have carefully 
considered the positive effects of 
reinstituting a trolley. Cost 
estimates have been investigated, 
now more work on the details. 

NEW BEDFORD LIONS 
For three consecutive years the New 
Bedford Lions Club has held the 
Haunted House at the Carbarn. It's 
been a successful way to give 
pleasure to people while raising 
money for a serious cause — the 
blind. 

WE HAVE A 
ONE TRACK MIND 

GIFT WRAP 

Get all wrapped up in New Bedford — Christmas paper 
with scenes of the city from the good ole days. You' 11 love it. 
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• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-l 

• AGRICULTURE-3 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 •ECONOMICS-9 
• ART-S • EDUCATIDN-10 

• ENGINEERING-n 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• COMMUNICATIONS-? • EXPLORATION -12 

• CONSERVATION-8 •HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-M 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH 

• LAW-16 
• LITERATURE-n 

• MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: 

• POLITICS/GOVT." 21 •RECREATION -28 

• REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-3t 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ d a t e s It jgjtiii cnstructin: 
Major altiratlins: 
histarlc *«iats: 

' o l d e s t ' • 

• o n l y ' • 

A E T H N I C GROUP 
V ASSOCIATION 

1 ^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l style(s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

•^ landscape architect / {garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r : 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

I ^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP 

i/iewers init ials. -dale. I IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBERS PUT ON REVERSEI 


