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The Union Street Railway Carbarn and Repair Shop are |ocated i nthe northem part of
New Bedf ord at 1959 Purchase Street i nV@ld Sgiaare. They are i ntlie sout heast coner
of alowincone residential neighborhood. A deteriorated ndd-nineteenth century
commercial strip lies tothe south of it while nuch of the area to the east was razed
several years ago for highway purposes. Anarrow alley divides the Repair Shop,
built i n1897, fromthe Carbarn, built i n 1910.

The Repair Shop i s alarge, functional one story brick .building. Its facade, which
faces south onVél d Street, i sasymetrically organized. |t is conposed of a rect-
angular mddl e section, defined acorbel led parapet, witli twogently sloping w ngs,
al so corbelled at the comce. Alarge 20foot round arched portal conmands t he
west emv/ing, while anotlier stands slightly west of center. Their height allowedthe
passage of the trolleys tvith their overhead wires. The westemportal retains its
original paired doors, each consisting of three el ongated panels over nine snaller
panel s. Four w ndows Ii?ht the eastemw n%; one bal ances the center door while the
other three are grouped farther east. All had 99 doubl e hung sash; however, all but
the center wndowi nthe group of three have been boarded in. They are all setin
segnental |y arched openings andrest ongranite sills. Thewest elevation is tenbays
| ong, each containing aw ndow resenbling those onthe facade. The east elevationis
al so ten bays i nlength but hasw ndows only i nits four southernbays. They are

Fal red &6 doubl e hung sash i nsegnental |y arched openings. The north elevation is,

i ke the facade, asymetrical with onew ndowat its westemendand two onthe east.

The Carbarn is alarge, 370 foot by 160 foot structure, coveringthe area of one half
alarge city block. It istwstories inheigjit, andi s constructed of brick with
nol ded concrete trimina spare andstylized classical design. The main entrance i s
| ocated at the apex of the south east corner of thebuilding at the intersectionof
Wl d and Purchase Streets. The 20 foot square panel ed overhead door i s franmed by a
keyed stilted segmental arch on Doric pilasters. The arch i s topped by a nol de
stringcourse with three 1/1 sash w ndows, approximatelytwo feet above it. The
coner is framed by Doric pilasters onconcrete andbrick pedestal s supporting a dentil-
led comce. Eachpilaster carries araised medallioninthe frieze above it and i s
decorated by a smal | anthemon bel ow the capitol. A lowparapet wall with a framed
clock inits center rises above the com ce.

These decorative elements are continuedon the ot her el evations where two story
pilasters divide each bay. Anon-continuous stringcourse divides each bay vertically,
separating the first fromthe second floor. Fenestration consists of keyed round
arched openings ontlie first floor and rectangular openings onthe second, with tripled
1/1 double hung sash i neach. Thefirst story arches arel it by three fixed panes.

The south el evation, which |eads to the facade of the Repair Shop, i s ten bays |ong.

A door has been inserted i nthe arched opening at the eastern, end and t he correspondi ng
opening at the westemend has been bricked in. The east elevation i s twenty-three
bays i nlength. It isorganizedaround aslightly projecting three bay center section
enphasi zed by arise i nthe parapet with the words UNON STRET. RN LVRY. GO i nscri bed

co)ln it Thedarched w ndow openi ngs have been boarded i nand nuch of the other sashi s
eteriorated.
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The L&ion Street Railway Carbarn and Repair Shop are significant for their association
with the devel opnent of NewBedford as anmgjor manufacturingcity i nthe nineteenth

and twentieth centuries.

They were the nerve center of the city s ever-expanding

trolley systemwhich facilitated the transportati on of manufactured goods within the

city andoffered aweb of connections with outlying areas.

Fromits opening i n 1872,
The cheap, ef

the IMon Street Railway

: M . becane one of the 125 myj or
street/rai vvar systens operating i nthe Lbiited States 1 nthe earIY twentiethcentury.

icient transportation it providedw thin the city allowednmanufacturers

to develop their industries i nparts of the city which would not otherw se have been
: As the lines were extended to suburban areas they al so
al | owed people enployed i nthe city tolive anay fromits center.

accessible totheir workers.

Besi des the economc benefits of growth and expansion, the conpany offered aready
neans of transportation into rural recreation areas such as Lincoln Park and Riverview,

as wel |
I naccessible tot

e general public.

as ot her [ﬁonds and | akes i nadj acent areas whi ch woul d have ot herw se been
Lincoln Park, aclairbake paArLllion and anusenent

ﬁark, was built inNorth Dartnmouth to providefor both an extended ride and for a
eal thful social gathering place i nacountry setting.

The present Purchase Street Carbamwas erectedin1910to repl ace a series of wooden
structures which had previously served the Gnpany and were relics of horsecar days.

Wien conpl eted, it housed nost of the Gonpany's trolley inventory.
facility, which was the Gonpany's nain base, had thirteen tracks i nthe first floor

space, Six with inspection-repair
The secon

seventy-two streetcars.

its.

Thi s ncdem

The naxi numcapacity of the tracks was
floor space was devoted to executiveoffices, neet-

ing andentertainnent roons, and the various departnents of the Gonpany, including
those of engineering, equipnent, and transportation.

The Trolley Relpair Shop of 1897 was used as an exposition hall for the New Bedford

Sem - Cent enni a

inits first year.
that 15,000 peopl e attended daily.

Onh Cct ober

The exposition lasted ten days andit was reported

11, President MKinley pressed the

button i n\dshington which started the "Mechanics i nMtion" exhibit inaugurating the

exposi tion.

Nkny industries were representedincluding the whali ?jq
el ectronics, toy, cordage, and foundry industries.

The wal nut button was |ater nade apart of the exhibit.

shoe, Pairpoint glass,
special note was the Pairpoint

dass Display conposed of over 3,000 pi eces of the finest cut glass and gl asswork i n

the United States.
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After' the exposition, thebuildingws outfittedwth the necessary facil
conplete trolley repair shop. At its peak, the repair shop not only house
and facilities tomake all repairs but al so had the capability of rebuil din
cars. -, oo ] e < fe-tt "o ( L ew». < e Dlik, L \
Wth the devel opnent of automobiles and buses the street railway systemwas slow y-
phased out of existence. The last trolley was renoved fromservice, in1947. | n

the early 1950's the tracks of the Carbamwere covered over so that it coul d-be

used for buses.- The repair shop was structurally affected. lg/ afire bonbing i n 1970;
a portion of the mddle sectionwas destroyed. The [eft andright wngs are intact
and newceiling joists could be erected to restore the center section.

The Carbami s presently bei n?1 used as a warehouse and as a whol esal e grocery

busi ness. The present owner hopes to create an indoor mall inthe first floor space
with office and nuseumspace above. This woul d not only preserve the building but
woul d recogni ze the inportance of troll ez}s I n New Bedford' s history, while aidingin
the economc revitalization of its nei ghborhood.
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thence by Wl d Street two hundred eighty two and seven/tenths feet (287.7') to the
poi nt of begi nning.
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August 4, 1978

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

Nat i onal Regi ster

OAHP, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

Vashington, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:
Encl osed youwi || find thefollow ng nomnation
New Bedford - Union Street Railway Carbam § Repair Shop

The F]roperty has been voted eligible by theState ReviewBoard
and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

y W& woul d appreciate an expeditious review of the Union Street
j  Railway Carbamand Repair Shop nomination aswe would liketo

V allocate a Fiscal Year 1979 devel opnent grant to aidin the
\A2reservation of this building.

Sincerely yours,

Christine Boul ding
Acting Survey Director o
Massachusetts Historical Gormm ssion

& Allh
Ends.
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September 1, 1978

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation
U S Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, D C 20240

Dear Sir:

| would like tosee the Union Stfeet Railway Carbarn and Repair
Shop at Weld Squaire i n New Bedford, Massachusetts placed i nthe
National Register of Historic Places. Enclosed i sapicture of
this building. As you can see, i ti s an excellent showmanship

of architecture.

| feel that i fthis building i sretained and preserved, it will
be a tourist attraction and an asset t o our area.

| believe that you have i nyour records its significance and
value to our city.

Your consideration tony request and that of the commtteei n-
terested i nits placement on the National Register would be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Leonora L. Carreiro

1527 E. Rodney Frenc” Blvd.
New Bedford, Massachusetts 02744 Vo, -
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33 Lafayette Street
Fairhaven, M\ 02719
Septenber 1, 197/

Keeper of the National Register .
Office of Archeol ogY and Historic Preservation
United States Departnment of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Sir:

The ol d Union Street Railway Carbamand
Repai r ShOP at Wl d Square 1 nNew Bedford,
Massachusetts has been approved tobe
naned t ot he National Register of Historic
Places by t he New Bedford Historical Gm
m ssion and by t he Massachusetts State
Conm ssi on.

The Carbarn i sinportant for themjor role
it played i nthe transportation history of
New Bedford. | twas built i n 1S97.

| urge youtonane this Carbamto the
Nat1 onal Register.

Sincerely yours,

Barbara L. Ttimer
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146  Ar nour St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740
Sept. 8, 1978

Gent | enen:

| would like tovoice ny opinion onnamng t heold Unign
Street Carbarn into the National Register. | thinkit
wouTcl be a very good idea, for we have already lost t oo
many buildings of note todestruction. Mny buildings
have fallen and t heland area used for ﬁarkmg lots and
| think i tistim we took a second |ook and asked our-

selves i fthis i sabsolutely necessary. | f it keeps up
we will soon have parking lots %al ore and no one place
that we canvisit or recall with fond nmenories.

| would gratefully appreciate your giving consideration
and acting upon t he suggestion that you nane t heold
Carbarn here in New Bedford, tothe National Register.

Sincerely yours,
YN NNy y'\ ZMN-eMN

(Ms.) Muriel H Purcell
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD -
IN CITY COUNCIL

S>pt»»ber 14, 1978

VR TTEN MONON

That the City Council go on record as supportingthe
application for the placenent of the Union Street Railway car
barn and repair shop i n New Bedf ord as a National Historical
| andnark, ond that a copy of this notion be forwarded t o-
Keeper of theNotional Register, Ofice of Azvheol ogy and
Historic Preservation, US Dept. of thelnterior, Vdshi ngton,
DC 20240

Counci | | or Brooker

IN ATY GANJL, Septenber 14, 1978

Adopt ed David R Nelson, City Clerk
Presented t ot he Mayor for approval Septenber 18, 1978

David R Nelson, City Clerk
Approved by t he Mayor Septenber 20, 1978

John A, Mor key, Mayor
A true copy, attest:

City Clerk
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REGQ STER
STATE  tL\f; SAAHEENS

I fom

Dat e Entered

Nae o . : AN

liartin llouce and 7ar5i

Union Street Ra3v  Carbarn and Repair Shop

Al'so Notified

Honorabl e Edward W Brooke
Eouoriible Sdward H Kennady
nouorablo "ijr*arot M Heckl er
Eoaorablc Gerry 2. Studda

I NR Bveral/ bir

Locati on

Forth Snwansea
Bristol County

Kew Bedf ord
Bristol County

State Historic Praservatlion Officer
Ms. Patricia L. KaslOr/skl
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conalsslon
294 7a3hln.>tou Street

Bost on, ME3achu3fitt8 02108






Trolley Incorporated
o Greater New Bedford

P.O. Box A2057 New Bedford, Ma. 02741

President —Edith Nichols
Vice-President —Everett McCullough
Secretary- Treasurer —Gloria Alcobia

January Ik, 1979

To t he Keeper of t heNational REgister

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
US Department of the Interior

Washington , DC 2020

Dear Sir,

Our organization was fornmed My 3, 1978 t o save New Bedford
trolley memorabilia. V& arenow several hundred strong and have
been able t onake progressive strides i nour short existance.

In Septenber, 1978, an announcenment was carried i nour local
paper, t heNew Bedford Standard-Times, regarding t heacceptance
of theUnion STreet Railway Carbarn and repair shops on t he
National Register.

s there any paperwork which we should have received t o conform
and verify this? Also, please forward any conditions andrequire-
ments which nust be adhered t o should steps be taken torestore

the facilities.
Thank you,

Edith Nichols , NOA
Dedicated tosaving trolleys and trolley memorabilia ¢ f k » /UMU-Ls | j
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, US.
WASHINGTON, D.C

February 26 N19 79

Reapectfully referred to

M. Gary Catron

Assistant t ot he Secretary for
Congressional and Legislative
Affairs

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Encl osed please find the letter
and additional documentation I
received frommny constituent, Ms,
Edith Nichols, regardingt he
placement of theUnion St. Rail-
way Co. carbarn onthe National
Register of Historical Places.

Kindly provideny district office
(247 Post Office Building, New
Bedford, M\ 02740) with informa-
tion which would be helpful to
Ms. Nichols.

Thank you f or

CONGEIA m LEBAE ARS
RECEIVED

Veay reapeotfulty, MW j N9/

'Gerry E. Studds

MAM.C, -12th... Dutrict.
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Wdd & Purchese Streets
P.O. Box A2067
New Bedf ord, M. 02741

Edith N chol s February 22,1979

The Hon, Cerry Stiidds
House of Representatives
Washington, D C

Dear Geriy Studds:

Through the efforts of M Chris Sands i n your Washington office, t he
Union Street Railway Qorapany carbam andtrolley repair shops were placed on
the National Register on Cctober 20th, 1978. After four years of research and
concerted effort i tisprotected against demolition. |t was recorded withthe
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion and t he local Standard-Times didan article
on its acceptance (see enclosed copy).

n January [*th, 1979 (see enclosed letter) we wote t othe keeper of recoixis
for sonewritten confirmation, as yet we have receivednothinginthe way of fornal
docunentation, nor has the city to ny understanding.

This matter i s of utnost inportance since the propertyi s under option to a
devel oper to be converted t oelderly housing. The devel oper has expressed t o the
newspapers hi s intentions t otear down one of the historic projterties to attain
parking spaces. V€ areunder the inpression federal noney cannot be used t otear
this building down (see Standard-Times article).

It i sa case where action nust be taken before it i st4mdow-the property in
question was the Union Street Railway Gonpany trolley repair shop. Built in 1897»
It had the honor of being the site of the festivities forthe city's fiftieth birth-
day celebration (the "Ebgjo").

Sone busi nesses, which arestill i nexistence, displayedtheir wares at the
"Expo": Pairpoint dass Gonpany, Wih Nye Oils Go,, Mrse Twi st Drill Conpany,
Hut chi nson Book Store and George Kirby Pai nt Gonpany,

The "Expo" was boycotted by the cotton mlls industry. W& have copies of the
newspaper articles of those days, also the exhibit was set i nnotion by President
MeKi nl ey,

Since local historical authorities £re taking no action t oprotect or preserve
this endangered buil ding we hope your office, cando sonething i ntime tosave it.

Sincerely,
Inc: copy of letter to the

£y™d
keeper of t hf National Register

copy of Standard-Times article Al winil tjDfukS

' ted 1/5/78 ani J 9! (2! ki eFvef
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

3/2/79

BUREAU HCRS

Please prepare response for signature of Gary R. Catron, Assistant to
the Secretary and Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs.

Include a copy of your final response for CL files.

DUE DATE March 1979

CL-Room 6253
X6667



Boaorabl e Gerry B, Studds
House of EepresGiitatlivea
247 Post Office 3ulldiag
Saw Bedford, M ssachusetts 0274(jL

Dear Hr, Studdas

Thank yo« for your |etter of February 26, 1979, oabehalf of KB. Edith A
*lichols regarding the Ucton Street Railway Cospany Garb.-" j[a 2w
fordj Haasachasetts.

Hs. Hcholfl i s correct thAt properties listed in the ITatloaal Begister
of Elstorlc Places are afforded protection frominadvertent alteration
or destructloa through projects vhlch Involve a Federal agency. I n
accordance vlth Federal regulations vhlich Ispleoent the rational [ils"
torlc Prcservatiott Act of 1966, as acendad, and Kxecutlve Oder 11593, ,
Federal agencies Involved | a a project whichwill affect a property
listed | athe Hatlonsl Register are toconstilt with the appropriate
State HistoricPreservation Officer and request the co&kents of tbe
Advisory Council onHistoric Preservation on appropriate «anage”™nt
options. VW& have enclosed a copy of the cotisultation procedures fol-

| owed by Federal agencies aiui the Advisory Council. Ve have also for-
warded a copy of Ha. ITlchols's letter tothe Advisory Council. |f the
Uhi on Street, Railway (oispany Carbara i s endangered by a devel opoent
project vhlch vill icvolva a Federal agency, we suggest that she alert
her State Historic Preservation Officer, Ilrs. Patricia L. Veslovskl.
|Os, Wesl owskl say be reached by tel ephone at (617-727-3470), and by
Bal| at the Ilassachusetts Historical Coocslsslon, 294 Washi ngton Street,
Bost on, Hassachusetts 0210S, Ve al so suggest that she consult vith tha
Advisory Council onHistoric Preservation at 1522 K Street, KW,

Suite 410, Washington, D C 20005, (202-254-3967).

V& apol ogise for the neglect of Hs. Flchol s*s January 14, 1979, letter.

Qur records Isdlcata that veresponded to Ks. Nichols's letter on
\



February 26, 1979, with a tel ephone call and subsequent tsalllng of
satarlal. Ve ara enclosing a duplicate set of that Inforaatlon for
your | nformatl oa* N

If ve canprovide further assistance please wite or call the National
Regi ster staff (202-343-6401),

Sincerely,

S. Catroa
Assistant to the Secretary
and Director of Congressional
and Legislative Affairs

Encl osur es

cc.  Your \Vdshington Offjce .
cc: Ms. Patr|cg|a L. Vsl owskl i .

Mass FHO

bcc: FW/Secretary's Flle/Secretary's Reading File (2)/Assoc. Director,
Chief, OAHP/FHR-CL/CL/FHR-Luiapkin/*R  PO:i-6966
FHR, LBeebermjd 343-6401

BASI C FI LE RETAHI ED DJ HR

Connallyr

LN
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

k Street NW.
Washington DC.
20005

~\pril 30, 1979

M. BEd Machado

Boston Area Office

Department of Housingand
Urban Devel opnent

Bul finch Building

13 Now Chardon Streot

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Dear M. Machado: VI*A AT AN

e have been informed that a proposed Departnment of Housingand
Urban Devel opment assisted housing for the elderly project nay
have aneffect on the Uninn Street Kgilwnv f-ir-h-.T-r] Repair Shop
(Centennial Building) New Bedford. Massachusetts. This property
1= included i nthe National Register of Historic Places.

Pl ease investigatethis matter t odetermne whether the nature

of the effect requires that youobtain the comrents of the Council
in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preser-
vation Act of 1966 (16 US C 470f, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320),
Steps t odetennine this responsibility are set forth in Section
800.4 of the Council's regul ations, "Protection of Historicand
Cultural Properties" (36 QR Part 800).

V& | ook forward t o hearing from you as soon as possible. | f you
have further questions or require assistance, please call Sharon S
Conway at 202-254-3967.

Thank youfor your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chief, Eastern Office
of Review and Conpliance



_ _ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
September 13 1979

M. Cdharles Herrington, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
United States Departnent of the Interior

40 GStreet, NW

Véshington DC 20043

Attn: Noreen Frost

RE  Union Street Railroad Carbamand Trol | ey Repair Shop, New Bedford,
Bristol Gounty

Dear M. Herrington:

| would Iike to request that the Trolley Repair Shop structure, listedin
the National Register of Historic Places in conjunctionwith the Union Street
Rai | way Car bam be renoved from the Register.

The Trolley Repair Shop was severely danaged by fire and explosion i n 1970.
Since that tinme noefforts have been undertaken to repair the danage, con-
sequent|y weat her neglect has accelerated the deterioration. The full ex-
tent of the denolitionwas notevident at the time of nomnation since MC
staff was unable t oinspect the interior. |Inthe year and ahalf since the
the nomnation was initiated, the deterioration of the Repair Shop has
accel erat ed.

Wiile | believe that the Repair Shop ishistorically significant, it does
not retain integrit){ of design, materials, worknmanship, feeling, and
association. | nolonger agree with the statenent i nthe nomnation form
that newceiling joists would restore the central section. Repair work
woul d be extensive and the result woul d be reconstruction.

|f you should have any questions, please contact Joe O fant, ReviewQ>
ordi nator .

‘Patricia L. \Weslowski .
State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion cc:  Sharo” Sonway, Advisory Counci l
New Bedford Historical Conm
AL\Wej B Michado, HD

Sally Qdham National Register
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HERfTAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TIME OF CALL
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street NW.
Washington D.Q
20005

MEMORANDOLM OF AGRERMENT

WHEAS the Department of Housing and Urban Devel opnent
(HD proposes t oprovide Housing AuthorizationAct Section 8
assistance for the creationof 114 units of housing for
the elderly and handi capped; and,

WHEEAS HAD inconsultationwith the Massachusetts
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO, has determned
that this undertaking as proposed would have an adverse
effect upon the Union Street Railway Carbarn and Repair
Shop, NewBedford, Massachusetts, a property includedi n
the National Register of Historic Places; and,

WHEAS pursuant t o Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 US C Sec. 470f,
as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) and Section 800.4(d) of the
regul ations of the Advisory Council onHistoric Preservation
(Council), "Protectionof Historic and Cultural Properties”
(36 GRPart 800), HD has requested the comrents of the
Council; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant t o Section 800.6 of the Council's
regul ations, representatives of the Council, HUD and the
Massachusetts SO have consulted and reviewed the undertaking
to consider feasible andprudent alternatives t oavoidor
satisfactorily mtigate the adverse effect;

NYW THEREFGRE, i tis mutually agreed that thereare
no feasible and prudent alternatives t oavoid or satisfactorily
mitigate the adverse effects of this undertaking and i t
is inthe public interest toproceed with the undertaking
as outlined in "Historic Preservation Certification
Application Part I, the Carbam NewBedford, Massachusetts."

Dat e
Deputy Executive Director
Advi sory Council on/HiAlloricPreservation

Date QT 15 B9

Department of Housing and Urban
Devel opment



Page 2
Mermor andum of Agr eenent
H.D

Union Street Railway Carbam

[EM JINQINCAIN N Datelniljl7f
Massachusetts State Historic Preservation
Officer

g I~ AWILA Date  J(/"Vi
C man i

Advisory Counci W Historic Preservation
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"6, 379
Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Vashington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owskl :

V& concur with your opinion expressed i nyour Septenber 13, 1979 letter
that the Trolley Repair Shop, New Bedford, Massachusetts, does not meet
the criteria for listing inthe National Register of Historic Places.
According to procedures under 36 CFR 60.17 we are hereby renoving the
building fromthe National Register as of the above date.

The Trolley Repair Shop does not possess integrity of design, workman-
ship, materials and feeling due to damage resulting fromthe 1970 fire
bonbi ng and the building's subsequent deterioration. W accept the
expl anation that the MassachusettsHistorical Conm ssion was not fully
aware of the extent of the loss of integrity to the building at the
time of the initiation of the nom nation and are renoving i t on the
basis of professional error.

The adjacent carbam listed with the repair shop, Novenber 2, 1978,
will continue to remain on the National Register. However, new boun-
daries nmust be approved according to procedures under 36 CFR 60. 16.

V& [ ook forward to receiving the revised nom nation.

Sincerely,

Charles A Herrington
Acting Keeper of the National
Regi ster

cC: Lee Nel son, TPS
hee: Director's Reading File

FR B MacDougal :jrb: 343-6401: 10- 15- 79
BASIC FILE RETAINED I N NATI ONAL REG STER



Advisory

Preservation

1522 K Street NW.
Washington DC.
20005

Novenber 8, 1979

M. Edward Pol | ack
Deputy Area Manager
Departnent of Housi ng and
U ban Devel opnent
Bul finch Building
15 New Chardon Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02114

Dear M. Poll ack:

HerAARL

The Menorandumof Agreenent for the proposed creation of
114 units of housing for the elderly andhandi capped affecting

the Union Street Railway Carbam and Repair

Bedford, Massachusetts, has been ratified by the Chairnan
of the Council.This document constitutes the comments

of the Council required by Section 106 of the Nati onal

Hi storic Preservation Act and conpl etes conpliance with

the Council's regulations, "Protectionof Historicand
Cultural Properties" (36 CGFR Part 800).

Agreenent i s enclosed.

I'n accordance with Section 800.6(c)(2) and 800.9(e)

A copy of the

of

the regulations, a copy of this Menorandum of Agreenent

shoul d be included i n any environnment al
statenment prepared for this undertaking to neet
Policy Act and shoul d be

of the National Environnental

assessnent or
requirenments

retained i nyour records as evidence of conpliance with

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

The Council appreciates your

Jordan E Tannenbaum
Mhief, Eastem Division
of Project Review

Encl osure
NA

cooperation i nreaching a
satisfactory resolution of this matter.



























Th« propoMd r*tteraHen

of Ih« Sundial Building

get another teal of approval
yesterday when the

New Bedford

Historical Commiulen granted
a certificate of appropriatenoM
for the project.

(, New Bedford, Mass., Thursday, January 5, 1978

Sundial Building

restoration

wWins

commission okay

A certificateof appropriatenen was
granted yesterday by the New Bedford
Historical Commisson for tlie restora-
tion of the Sundid Building on lower
Union Street.

The brick building dating possibly
from the 180s is owned by the
Waterfront Historic Area Lesgue, Inc.,
which acquired the property after it
wes severdy ayear agpin the
higtoric district fire.

Approvd of the certificate was mede
conditiona by the commisson, which
authorized Antone G. Souza Jr., coor-
dinator of the city's Office of Historic
Preservetion, to meke certain that
several minor detailso the project that
wereitlll incomplete conform with the
nature of the district. Souza dso isa
commisson member

Formal plans for the restoration were
presented at yesterday's monthly com-
missiMt meeting by John K. Bullard,
WHALE agent.

Regtoration plans for the Sundid
Building indude- rebuilding the third
floor, reconstructing the roof and

weas the origind home of the -Dailt]
Evening Standard now The'SUndaril
Times, founded in 8B ky Bdmunch

replacing the upper story window penes  Anthony

with small lights in keeping with an

earlier phase in the building's history.

Bricks ussd in the restoration would be
in keegping with the existing brickwork.

The lower floor would have large win-
dowswith transoms while the north and
wegt wallswould be finished in stucco
rather than brick. Hitherto, the west
wal was not exposed, having been e
wall shared with an adjoining building
that wes destroyed last January.

Yet to be worked out are the colors
for the trim, the roof and the stuc-
cowork and the design of the doors.

The building'7 expected ues iscom-
mercial, dthough WHALE has not an-
nounced any prospective buyer or
tenant

The Sundia Building, named for a
sundia ov? the Union Street entrance.

The building was completely
renovated in 190 and was occupied bj
the U.S. Conditioning and Tesmg Co
After serving as quarters for the teitili
testing service, the property was oc
cupied from 1987 until 1974 by Ihe SUte
Fruit Co.,, now located in Dartmouth.

An unconfirmed New Bedford tradi
tion says the dite, if not the building
housed the Sundid Hotel, which wes
described as a notorious oot fre-
quented by seafaring men. Itisdefinite-
ly known that the third story wes used
as a sailor's kegping room at an eariyj

perl)

-'Ui other budness the commisson
recommended that the old Union Street
Rallway Co, carbarn & Wdd and
Purchese Streets b« placed on the
Nationd Register of Historical Places.

Therecommendation must be gpproved
by the Massechusetts Historical Com-
misson ad the Interior Department's
National Park Service, which maintains
the regigter.\

Placement of a building on the
register assuresthat it must begivena
hearing before it can be demadlished as
pat of a project involving federal
money. Incluson on the register dsois
an ass=t when an application for federal
money for restoration wirk ja rmps*e

Favoring the recommendation were
Souza, city planner Richard A. Walega,
and voting altenutes Elton W. Hall and
Doris Hdeen

Charman LouisR. Liss who did not
vote, sad hehed bem informed by com-
misson member Roger R. Guay that he
was opposd to placing the building on
the register. Guay, who did not attend
the meeting, feelsthat the building does
not have significant architectural or
histoncal significance l.iss sad.

staff pr.oto bv RoA ivoio

Waega, observing that the Steamship
Authority Pier hes been placed on the
register, contends that the carbam and
the pier, in the role they played in the
development of the areq, "equate with
one another”

In arelated matter. Waega said that
the announcement of Merrill's Wharf
Higtoric District's induson on the
register caught some city departments
unaware.

The city planner explained that the
Department of Public Workswas in the
bid sage of a project to restore the
Seamship Authority and Cod Pocket
Piers when the announcement wes
mede in early December. Both piers
are in the district and their incluson
mede it necessary for the DPW to sask
new gpprovas o the project

Weega sad hewould propose abylaw
change & the next meeting to provide
that municipa departments are notified
aheed of time that a property isbeing



jgust 31, 1978 V

staff photo by MHton Silvia
if Th* eld Union Str««t Railway Carbam and Repair Shop at Wold Square in New Bedford — headed for a spot on the National
Register of Historic Places?



staff photo b/ MMlon Silvia
The old Union Street Railway Carbam and Repair Shop at Weld Square in New Bedford headed for a spot on the National

Register of Historic Places?
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This newdetter is to update the past
year'sactivitieson trolleys in New
Bedford.

Printed in cooperation with the
Bristol County Development Council

1978

On January 4, 1978 the Union
Street Railway Carbarn and Trolley
Repair Shopswere recommended
and passd by the New Bedford
Historical Commission for
placement on the National Regigter.
A month later the Massachusetts
Historical Commission gaveit the
necessary confirmation. Along with
placement on the register isthe
guarantee that the property cannot
be demolished without ahearing.

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT

In April, the Junior Achievement
Company Impact did aresearch
dudy of the hopesfor revitalization
of the Carbarn. The regponseto the
trolley, a museum, and shops, was
highly favorable. The report is
available.

This month's cover isareprint of
Trolley 601 from the first annual
Carmen's Ball Book, Dec. 7, 1943.

TROLLEY INC.
OF GREATER
NEW BEDFORD

On May 3, 1978 Trolley
Incorporated of Greater New
Bedford was formed. I n its short
lifetimeit has over 150 members,
and agreat ded of support. The
new group madeatrek to Branford
Connecticut Trolley Museumin
August. A financial aswell asan
informative success. More events
are planned, and there isa great
ded to be accomplished 0 why not
join? Write usa P.O. Box A 2057,
New Bedford, Ma. 02741.

On May 14, 1978 the Carbarn
project was notified that it was
eligible for gate restoration funds-
Fy 79 grants. On May 15, the
paperwork wesfiled.

It was sdected from 135 preapplica-
tions to compete for 14 final dots.
Funding will be $55,000 from the
gate and has been matched by the
City of New Bedford Community
Development Commission should it
be finalized by November 30, 1978.

PEOPLE CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE

Great Chrigmas Gifts

TroUev membershios — $1.00 and UD

Trolley Notes— $1.00 for 1 0/ 2 soenes

WTEV BROADCAST

After Evening coverage on the news
about the formation of Trolley Inc.
WTEV invited Don Gray and

Edith Nicholsto gopear on the
Community Program. The half-
hour was devoted to trolley history
and the futureof atrolley in New
Bedford. The show aired June 1,
1978.

THE BOOKS ARE COMING

Mr. O. R. Cummingsof
Kennebunkport, Me. has been
compiling the New Bedford trolley
history over along period of time. It
has grown from asingle edition to
three volumes and publication is
eminent.

"ROOTS'

It ssamslike everyone you bump
into and strike up a conversation
with had arelative who worked for
the Union Street Railway
Company. Check your "Roots" and
let us know how you were
connected to trolley's. We keep a
faithful record for future articles.

GIFT WRAP

Negotiations are continuingwith
the museumswhich still have New
Bedford trolley's. A precious few are
left, won't youjoin our effort to
bring one back? Write Trolley, Inc.
or attend our meetings, the first and
third Tuesday of each month at the
Carbarn, 7:30 p.m.

NORTH END INVOLVED

North End businessmen with an
gye to the future have carefully
conddered the positive effects of
reinstituting atrolley. Cog
estimates have been investigated,
now more work on the details.

NEW BEDFORD LIONS

For three consecutive yearsthe New
Bedford LionsClub has held the
Haunted House a the Carbarn. It's
been a successful way to give
pleasure to people whileraising
money for a serious cause— the
blind.

WE HAVE A
ONE TRACK MIND

Ge all wrgppad up in Newv Bedford — Chrigmas paper
with soenes o the dity from thegood dedays You' 1L loveit
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