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1. NamR nf Property
historic name_ Grnton | pathprhnarH Company
Other names/site number.

2. Location

Street & number 6 West Main Street not for publication
city or town Qmloo vicinity
state Massachusetts .codeJVIA  county Middlesex , code 017 zip code 02721

3. State/Ffiriftral Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination

» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide ffl'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ptional Park Service Certification
hejeby certify that this property is: Date of Action
D entered inthe National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);



Groton Leatherboard Co
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

private
_ public-local
_ public-State
_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

_ building(s)
jidistrict

_ site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Dla

6. Function nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Industry/manufacturing facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
7 .building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Vacant/not in use

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Brick/Stone/Concrete
walls Brick/Asphalt

Metal/Synthetic/Fiberglass
roof. Tar and Gravel

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets ;
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Narrative Description

The mill complex of the former Groton Leatherboard Company a 6 West Main Street in Groton Massachusetts condsts of
a 1915 red brick mill and severd interconnected red brick additions including buildings erected in 1926, 1928 and 1936
and saverd free-standing outbuildings. The formation of the complex generdly resembles the shgpe of a lower case"h." It
dandsa the mgjor intersection of the mill village of West Groton, the convergence of Townsend Road, Pepperdl Road and
Shirley RoadWegst Main Strest (MA Route 225, an eaxly inter-community highway). The complex is st back behind a
front parking area acoess=d by a driveway from West Main Stret and located betwean the Squannacook  River and the
abandoned lineand sour of the Bogton and Maine Railroad. The drive way pesses dong a downward dope neer the 8 barnk
a the eestam boundary through a pessegein the mill to aflat, wide, open mill yard.

All mill buildings are modestly detailed, red-brick, utilitarian edifices representative of early 20 century

indugtrid architecture. Mogt condgt of plank and timber construction. Some concrete-ontgted-beam,  plank-on-sted-beam
and rod-truss congruction adso exids. Detail is subgtantidly limited to fenestration with radiating voussoirs eboveflat or
sgmentd-arched  openings and flush, poured-concrete sills; narrow, shalow corbeing dong the cornice line of some
buildings and double-leaefed entries comprised of wooden doors with 6 or 9-pane lightsas uppermogt pands. Doors often
ae s benesth multi-light, double-row transoms.  Buildings generdly have composte, tar and gravd roofs. Interiorsof the
mill buildings typically conds of painted, 12'-to 18"-thick brick walls, concrete floorsin the basemat and/or first floor
and wooden flooring on the upper level. Finishes in the office goece includewall towall carpeting, gypsum wall board
partitions and acoudticd tileceilings.

The oldest sections form the northwest corner of the complex. The small, flat-roofed, 1 -gory, | x 2-bay, rectangular, red
brick Motor House (1918, Building No. 3) hes double-leafed, wood pand doors with 6-pane lightsset in a segmentd-
arched opening with radiating voussoirs on its north eevation. The 2-bay, et devation hes a ssgmentd-arched, panded-
wood door with 9-panelight and 6/6, double-hung saeh, wooden window. The 3-bay west devation hes smilarly-detailed
two, &/6, double-hung sash, wooden windows centered by a panded wood door with 9pane light. The south evation
remains ablank brick wall.

The motor house gandsin front the 20 x 8-bay, 2-gtory plus raised basemant, shdlow pitch-roofed, rectangular main mill
(Building No. 1), designed in 1915 by IraW. Jonesof Milton, New Hampshire. The rooflineof the factory hes projecting
eaves aupported by 22" ancons The eadt dope of the roof is interrupted by aframe, 23" x 84' x 4' clerestory with
continuous, 6-light, rectangular, wooden windowswhich hes collgpsed. Not origina to the building, this monitor was
added between 1938 and 1955 replacing six, ealier, 5 x 8 individua skylights (removed in2001 as part of acertified
rehabilitation). The original, asymmetricd, 8-bay north devation was partidly modified on the eest end by a 1955 addition
(demoalished in 2001 as part of a certified rehabilitation). The plane of the facade hes bean returned to itsoriginal location.
The fourth and eighth bays from the west end contain double-lesfed, panded, wooden doors with 4-pane lights. Other
bays have 10/10, double-hung saeh, wooden windows. Anoriginal, open loading dock raised on pogtsabove 10 of the 12,
10-light, hopyper-sash, wooden, basameant windows aong the north elevation was gpparently dtered over time before being
completdy removed before 1955.

(continued)
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Narrative Description

The dtered eest end of the north devation of Building 1 incdluded aflat-roofed, rectangular, 3 x 2-bay, gpproximately 165
X 30.3 addition (now demolished) devised by the firm of Janks& Badlou of Providence, Rhode Idand. Projecting 165
feet forward of the plane of the facade of Building No. 1, it expanded the north end of the original, rectangular, 6 x 3-bay
office aove the north end of the one-gtory, 1915 engine room. The facade of the now-removed office area induded
double-leafed, 10-light french doors shdtered by aflat hood supported by open brackets benegth adouble-row, 12-light,
draight transom. The remaining 2 bays have 10/10, rectangular, double-hung sash, wooden windowswith flat concrete
slls. Removd of the portion of the office goece projecting beyond the plane of the facade on the main mill was dlowed in
gpprovd of Part 2 of the Higtoric Presarvation Certification Application for rehabilitation of the property.

Detailing a the roofline on the 1955 office areamatched the shdlow, corbded cornice of the eest and south devations
where original office goacewas dso expanded to the rear (south) in 1933 as aflat-roofed, sscond story over the origind, 1-
dory, shalow-pitch roofed boiler room. As areault, thisacoreted construction followsthe dope of the lot to dand 1-gtary
above grade on the north end, but rises to 2-gtories on the south devation. The original doorway on the 1915 office can be
s on the eedt devation as a bricked opening bedow assgmeantd arch in the third bay from the north.  Five of the
remaining six bays on the eest evation have peculiar, 5/10, double-hung saeh, wooden windows in segmentd-arched
openings. The sixth has a2/4, double-hung saeh, wooden window. Thethree, ssgmentd-arched windows on the north end
of the basemant levd have 10-light hopper sash. The single bay south devation indudes a large opening introduced a
ground level. 1t has ben in-filled with plywood to accommodate asingle, flush-pand, metd door to the Boiler Room. It
gts benesth a single 10/10, double-hung sash, wooden window in a ssgmentd-arch opening. A small, rectangular, metd,
indudtrial-sash window with concrete sill hes been added to the west between levels.

The 20-bay, west dlevation of the 1915 Main Mill (Building No. 1) isdenoted by wooden fenestration of segmentd-arched,
15/15. double-hung saeh on the first floor, 10/20 windows on the sscond floor and seven 10-light, hopper-sash windows in
the raised basemeant. All are detailed with radiating voussoirs and flush, poured-concrete sills. Ason the north devation,
wide eaves are supported by 22" long consoles  I1n 1926, the southernmogt three bays, originally one-gtory high with three
10/20 double-hung saeh, were raised to two gories with full-sized windows added to the second floor.

The south devation of Building No. 1 was modified severd times after the 1-dory section was raised to mest the sscond
floor of Building No. 2. Additional changeswere mede as an original, adjacent but freestanding, single, pitched-roofed dry
house (not extant) was first supplemented by a ssoond (not extant) before both were replaced with the addition of attached
and adjoining Buildings 5 and 6 in 1936. A pargpet was added to the roofline of the south devation and one window bay
was logt from the second floor. A double-leafed door and 2 V2 window bays have been removed on the first floor leaving
exposed an asymmetrica eevation of sx 10/10 double-hung saeh, segmentd-arch windows on the second floor, two 15/15,
double-hung saeh on the first floor and a 15-ight industrial seeh window in a partidly blocked origina opening a the
esgenmog bay where the newer congtruction joins.

Building No. 2 (1926) isa 2-gory, 108 x 64' addition, 9 bays on the north devation and 6 bays on the south devation with
afirst-gory drive through passage. Thiswing connects the origind mill with a2-story, rectangular Dryer and Storage
(continued)
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(Building No. 7, 1928) adjacent to the railroad tracks. Designed by engineers Cole and Kimball of Boston, Massachusatts
the flat-roofed connecting mill aso hes two nearly-collgpsed frame, 20" x 54' x 4' clerestories. Not original to the building,
they were added between 1938 and 1955 to the shalow-pitched roof denoted on all sdes by a shdlow, corbded cornice.
The 9-bay, north devation of Building No. 2 hes regularly-spaced, metd, indudtria-sash windows sgt in segmentd-arched
openings with radiating voussoirs and concrete sills. Fenedtration condgts of 30-light seeh on the first floor and 24-light
seeh on the ssoond floor. Each window hes an 8-pane, pivoting section. Openings in the westernmogt three bays of the
first floor are shortened and house similar, 15pane metd indudtrial sesh. The eesternmogt two bay's a& ground levd are
occupied by an approximatdy 15-wide, 12 high, fire-walled, drive-through pessage with double-leafed, 8-pand wooden
doors on both north and south openings.

A 2-gory, 2x 1 -bay, agoproximately 18 x 11' dair tower a the northwest end of Building No. 2 & itsjuncture with Building
No. | was dso condructed in 1926. It condsts of corbeed topped, recessad bays between piers. The entry iscomprised of
double-lesfed, panded wooden doors, eech with dongated, upper pands of double row, 6-light sseh st benesth a double
row, 10-light transom of metd industrial saeh. Illumination to the upper leve of the dair tower is provided only on the esst
devaion by 15pane metd industrial saeh eech including an 8-pang, pivoting section. A wakway to the entry is defined
by alow concrete wall which shdtered itfrom acod pile and cod trestle which occupied the areato the north between
Buildings2 and 4. A similar concrete retaining wall surmounted by ametd piperail forms an L-shgpe running west of f the
outheast corner or Building No. 4. It represents part of the north Sde of the former cod pocket.

The five-bay eest devation of Building No. 2 meatsthe rise in grede a its second gory to sand only one story high behind
an 8 X 69 x 4', concrete loading platform dong the rail line. Each bay isdenoted by a ssgmentd-arched opening with a
triple row of radiating voussoirs. Acocess to the dock is provided a the center and end bays by double-leafed, panded wood
doors, eech smilar to entry inthe gair tower, hes paired, dongated upper pands of double row, 6-light sseh. Between the
dooars are short, window bays with 12-pane, indugtrid sseh including an 8-pane, pivoting section and aconarete sill.

The south dlevation of Building No. 2 was dtered when Buildings 5 and 6 were built in 1936. The 6-bay saction which
remains exposed isidentical to the opposite bays on the north devation. Regularly-gpaced windows of metd industrial
sseh with 8pane pivoting sections are st in segmentd-arched  openings with radiating voussoirs and concrete sills.
Windows have 30-pane saeh on the first floor and 24-pane saeh on the second floor. The drive through pessege emages a
ground leved in the eesternmod two bays.

The 1928, rectangular, 2-gtory, 20 x 4-bay Sorege and Dryer Building No. 7, designed by Cole and Kimball of Bogton
replaced an earlier, long, rectangular, frame dryer building. Similarly detailed to Building No. 2, the eest devation of
Building No. 7 dong therail line indudes 5, double-lesfed, 6-pand, wooden doors as loading docks in the second, sixth,
tenth, fourteenth and eighteenth bays from the north end. Doorway and window openings are ssgmentdly-arched with
triple rowsof radiating voussoirs and concrete sills. Fenedration conggts of 12-pane metd, industrid seeh. Windows on

(continued)
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tail race. Fenedtration on the 20-bay, west devation condds of 24-pane, rectangular, metd, industrid sseh with a 4/4,
pivoting center section. The northernmost bay isoccupied by awooden door with glazed, rectangular, upper pand benegth
ashed-roofed, metd canopy. 1t dands above asimilar door accessad by an interior stairwell. Both lead to exterior iron
platforms, the higher one including gtairs, reaching to the idand created by thetail race. The south eevation of Building 5
indudes an overszed doorway infilled with plywood and a single, 24-pane, rectangular, fixed, industrid sseh window with
ad/4, pivoting, center section and concrete sill.

A row of outbuildings on the site included two identical, 1-dory, 32' x 32 x 8, free-standing, frame, open-fronted sheds
BuildingsNo. 9 and 10 (c. 1930; demolished in2001 &s part of a certified rehabilitation ), digned lessthan fifty feet south
of Building 6. A smilar, 1-gtory, 44' x 15 x 8. free-standing, nearly-level shed-roofed, frame shed (Building No. 11,

¢. 1930, demoalished in 2001 &s part of a certified rehabilitation) sood gpproximatdy 19 south of Building 10.

An 8-diameter, ebove-grade pengock runs dong the west devation of Building No. 1 to enter the besament levd of the
mill in the ssoond bay north of the southwest corner. On the interior, the penstock makes two, 90-degree dbow turns into
the turbinein the whed pit. Thetail race runs under Building No. 5 supported by concrete piers on the west. Millwork hes
been removed, but the Generd Electric Genegrator remains in the motor house and will be left on display.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded on the Groton Leatherboard Company property or in the genard area
(within one mile), sites may be present.  Environmenta characterigtics of the nominated area indicate the presence of
sverd locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorable indicatorsfor many types of ancient
dtes The property was probably well drained prior to historic industrid devdopment that dtered naturd soil types. The
mill ste dso occupies alevd terrace bordering the Squannacook River dong itswestern boundary. The Sguannacook
River drains southeegterly approximatdy 15 milesto its confluencewith the Nashua River. The latter river then drains
northerly to the Merrimack River. Extendve Native American sattlement hes been documented adong mogt of the
Merrimack River and itstributaries. In spite of the favorable locationd criteria listed above, however, the potentia for
locating ancient Native American stes on the Groton Leatherboard Company property islow. Over 200 years of intensve
indugtrid development on the relatively smdl lot (8.7 acres) would have destroyed any ancient resources located onthe
property.

A high potentia exists for locating historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property, however, much of it
remans to be documented. The Groton Leatherboard Comparty mill site hes been occupied since & leest 1765, possibly as
ealy as 1744. Themill privilege was originally known as Tarbell'sMills and included asawv mill, dye houss, wool carding
mill and grist mill varioudy located on both Sdesof the river. The mills were gone by the mid-19"" century. Additiona
historical ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and excavation may locate the exact Stes of these millsand

(continued)
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determine whether structural evidence rdated to mill buildings and water-power resources survive. A frame srawboard
mill was built & the dte of the Tarbell saw and grist mill in ca 1875. Structura evidence of that mill, destroyed by fire in
1914, and rdated mill cands may dso survive. Leatherboard was manufactured in the strawboard mill soon after 1875.
After the 1914 fire, leatherboard manufacture reumed in 1916 & the extant Building No. 1 Main Mill, presumably buih on
the gte of the strawboard mill. Structura evidence of water-power rdated resources may be an important potentia

resource type on the nominated property. The existing mill complex abuts an extant dam on the Squannacook River and a
tail-race extends from the presant main mill building. Structural evidence of earlier damsmay exist on the nominated
property, possibly neer or incorporated into the exigting dan.  The exigting tailrace may d 0 be rdated to 19 century mill
buildings no longer extant. Archaeologica evidence of mill candsand whed pitsrdated to earlier mills might dso survive
buried on the nominated property.

(end)
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JL A Property is associated With events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographical References

Middlesex, MA

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance

1916-1957?

Significant Dates

1916 1976 197R 1930, ia.-i 1947

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

_Nza

Architect/Builder

Ira W Jones, Miltnn NH; Cole » Kimball Boston

H.F. Kimball, Boston; Jenks & Ballou, Providence, RI

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

ji State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

_ Other

Name of repository:
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Narrative  Statement of Significance (continuaf)

The Groton Leatherboard Company is significant as a manufacturing complex which devdoped beween 1915 ad
1955 on an higtoric mill dte continuoudy occupied for more then two hundred years. It represents the evolution
and expandon of a successful New England paper company. It isdso significant as one of three mill complexes
on the Squannecook River (including the former R. H. Thompson saw and planning mill and the Hollingsworth &
Vose Company paper mill, both extant) which supported devdopment of the mill village of West Groton (ak.a
Souannecook Village), the locus of nearly the entire industrial sector of the primarily agrarian economy of the
Town of Groton. Inaddition, the Groton Leatherboard Company is significant as demondrative of the layout,
building types and rdationships of an early 20" century leatherboard mill. It retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materias and workmanship and meats Criteria A and C of the National Regigter of Historic Placeson the
locd level.

The Town of Groton, located inthe Nashua River Valey about 35 miles north northwest of Bogton, remains a
smal, rurd community. Settled and incorporated in 1655 on the early frontier of Europeen settlement, Groton's
growth was saverdly retarded by the Indian wars during the early 18" century. The town was burmed and
abandoned during King Philip's War. Continuing hodtilities and raids during the next severd decedes moderated
progress until ca 1730. Rapid growth occurred theresfter. Groton Center developed as a linear village dong Great
Road, one of the principa colonia thoroughfares between eestern Massachusattsand parts of New  Hampshire ad
Vermont. West Groton, located on another highway, devdoped by 1750 as a secondary village besaed onthe
Sguannacook  River mill ste.

Agricultura expandon generated prosperity during the later 18" century and Groton became an important regiond
center during the early 19" century. The Nashua River Vdley becamearailroad corridor. The Worcester &
Nashua Railroad (1848) intersected with the Peterborough & Shirley Railroad (1848) a Groton Junction (separated
& the Town of Ayer in 1871). The limited number of locd power stes, however, largely restricted industrid
potentia to saw and grigt mills with the exception of paper mills on the Squannacook River a West Groton and on
the Nashua River neer the border with the Town of Pepperdl. The largest of the mills were & West Groton
sviced by the Peterborough & Shirley Railroad. A. H. Thompson and Sons (saw mill, wooden box and red
factory) located in West Groton inthe early 1890s  It, the Groton Leatherboard Company and Hollingsworth and
Vose Compary al expanded during the late 19" and early 20" century, promoting associated residentia and
ingtitutional development. A number of sde-hdl plan, Itdianate, Victorian Gothic and Quean Anne-style houses
were built. A Methodigt Society and Catholic parish were founded. One of two, local, graded schools and a
firehouse were built & Wes Groton.

Groton Center remained primarily residentid until the establishment of boarding schools added high style
ingitutional buildingsinthe early 20" century. Commercid and suburban devdopment in Groton remained
limited until the mid-20"" century.

(continued)
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The Groton Leatherboard Company factory sands on an historic mill ste occupied a leest snce 1765 and
possibly prior to 1744. Origina proprietorsof the vicinity were Jonathan Morse, Thomes Tarbel S and
Samud Woods. The privilege, once known a "Tarbell's Mills," hes bean utilized by assorted enterprises
including asaw mill, dye house, woal carding mill, and grist mill varioudy located on both sdesof the river.
Impressive, brick, Tarbell Family homes remain ganding immediately north and west of the mill dte.

John Tarbell operated asaw and grigt mill (demolished). A frame, srawboard mill was built in its place ca 1875.
Soon theregfter, production switched to leatherboard. In 1890, thirty-five employess generated ebout four tons of
output daily. The Groton Lestherboard Company, organized for the manufacture and sde of leatherboard and
lestherboard products, was incorporated in 1899 with capita of $30,000 by locd natives and residents

William A. Lawrence, Michael Shesdy, J., Charles Bixby, George H. Bixby and Josgph T. Shepley.

William Asa Lawrence (1855-1925) son of Groton natives AsaS And Agnes B. (Pollard) Lawrence wiss president.
Michad Shesdy J. (1856-1946), treasurer, was the son of Irish immigrants Michad Sheedy and Jane (Reidy)
Shedy.

Joseph T. Shepley (1846-1926), the son of Groton natives, Luther and Amelia (Blood) Shepley, had become
uperintendent of the E. H. Sampson leatherboard mill a age twenty-two. After eighteen years he moved to work
in paper mills in Vermont where in association with his son he eventudly founded the Missiequoi Pulp Company.
Returning to Wegt Groton, he dso built severd housss became interested in town government and served onthe
Board of Sdectmen.

The Bixbys were brothers whose family lived in one of the Tarbell homes in West Groton. George Henry Bixby
(1854-1926), the son of Varnum Bixby, anative of Westford, Massachusdtts and Bridget (Lee) Bixby, an
immigrant from Ireland, lived in West Groton hisentire life. The lifelong friend of Josgph T. Shepley, he worked
for him a the E. H. Sampson leatherboard mill for twelve years before becoming sation agant for twenty years,
pogtmedter for thirty yearsand co-owner of the generd dore for forty yeers Also active inlocd government, he
saved on the school committee, board of sdectmen and was an origina member and treesurer of the board of
water commissioner in West Groton as well as being dected to the date legidature.

Charles Bixby (b. 1851), the dder brother of George Bixby, sarved as paymeder of the Groton Lestherboard
Company. Educated inlocd schools and a Lawrence Academy in Groton before attending business college in
Poughkesgpsie, New Y ork, he worked severd yearsin grocery firms in Watham and Boston, Massachusatts. After
afailed atempt to begin alumber busness in Wisconsin, heworked a aloca generd gtore beforeemployment in

(continued)
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Narrative Statement of Significance (continued)

Ohio as atraveling sdesman of shoes and boots. Upon returning to Groton, he wes hired & the generd sore
operaed by Josgph T. Shepley. Charles Bixby and his brother George assumed control of the store. Together they
enlarged the premises and expanded the busness They acquired athird partner and were incorporated as Bixby -
Weber Co. with Charles Bixby as presdent. Hewas involved inlocd affairs as amember of both the school
committee and board of sdectmen.

Leatherboard, a compostion materia made from a combination of processed lesther and vegetable fibers, was
extendgvey used for many purposes. Smadl sargpsof sole leather are besten and shredded until the fibers separate.
Sugpendad inwater with other fibers such as hemp, flax or smilar materid and combined with peper and a binder,
eech sHected for itssuitability to the ultimate use and/or cost of the product, the fibers are fashioned into shests of
desired thickness by machinery. The shegtsare dried, cdendered and given ahard finish suited to the proposd
ue

Theterm leatherboard is restricted to product a leest 75 percant (and typically 85 to 90 percent) legther in content.
Product less than 75 percent legther isclassified fiberboard. Uniformity of composition, weight and color,
resilience, durability, resgance to water, oil and gresse and workability mede lestherboard especidly useful in the
shoeindugtry, particularly in the fabrication of built-up heds Shedsof lestherboard were cut into liftswhich were
glued in layers with waterproof adhesive then compressed to form heds  Leatherboard was dso usd in the
production of drums, chair seetsand toys. The Groton Leeatherboard Company fabricated counter-boards, shank-
boards, chair boards, friction boards and hed boards

Theframe mill building was destroyed by fire in 1914. Manufacture of lestherboard resumed in 1916 ina 2/2-
gory, red brick mill (Building No. 1, Main Mill) designed by IraW. Jones (1854-1946) of Milton, N.H. Although
hiswork remains largely undocumented, Ira Jonesdevedoped a subgantia practice as ahydraulic engineer and mill
designer. After attending locd schodls in South Milton and Milton, New Hampshire, he sudied drafting & the
Star King Drawing Schodl in Boston, Massachusatts  Heworked in Boston as a pattern and modd miaker for
three years then spant four years learning the trade of millwright. Following ayear as amachinist and draftsman in
Worcetter, Ira Jonesworked the succeeding thirteen years as a sdesman before opening his engineering office
betwean 1900 and 1905. Asliged in the New Hampshire Sate Directory and Gazetteer for 1912, he advertised
himsdf as an engineer and designer of water power plants handling surveys, plans and esimates for dams pulp
and peper mills and dectric power plants with aspecidty in reinforced concrete congtruction. By 1914, hisfirm
which employed between 10 and 15 trained designers and draftamen hald contracts al over New England and the
South in the United Statesas well as in Canada. Hebuilt severd damson the Sdmon Fls River and alarge
power dam a Lebanon, NH. Other known industrid commissions are the Spaulding Fiber Company plants a
South Milton and North Rochester and the Milton Leetherboard Co.

(continued)
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Narrative  Statement of Significance (continued)

Production of gereotype dry mats wes initiated a the Groton Leatherboard Company in 1924. The plant wes
enormoudy enlarged over the next two decades Around 1930, 100 workerswere employed in the manufacture of
matrix paper, leatherboard and fiberboard. A 2-gory, 108 x 64" wing (Building No. 2) was added to the man mill
in 1926. A 2-gtory, 201' x 50/, brick, dryer and sorege building (Building No. 7) was congructed in 1928. Both
were designed by the industrid engineering firm of Cole and Kimball, Boston, Massachusetts (Fred B. Cole [1868-
1940] and Harry F. Kimball [1871-1950]). In 1936, a 1 -gtory, 201" x 27" repair shop (Building No. 5) and a 2-
gdory, dryer, machine and finishing building (Building No. 6) were devised by H. F. Kimball of Boston,
Massachusetts, the suoccessor concern to Cole and Kimball.  Other known commissions of Cole and Kimball are
Mill No. 1and Boiler Room a the Hayward Woolen Mill (1880; NRDIS 6/17/91) and the Schugter Woolen Mill
(1904; NRDIS 6/17/91) in Douglas, Massachusetts. H. F. Kimball adso designed an addition forConant Houghton
and Compary in Littleton, Massachusetts  Asan indudtrial engineer, Harry F. Kimball was dso assodiated with
Chales P. Main, Inc. and the Whipple Co. of Natick. A 2-gtory, 37' x 22, brick, engine room (Building No. 4) wes
aected c. 1930 with abrick, office addition atached in 1933 and expanded by a 16.5 x 30'3.5" projection
(demalished in2000) in 1955. Five, frame sheds (Building Nos. 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12) were built respectivey in
1928, 1930, 1930, 1936 and 1947. Thex=were demolished in 2001.

In the 1930s, the paper mill on the Nashua River burned, leaving West Groton the only intact mill village in town.
At the Groton Leatherboard Company, 100 workerswere employed in the manufacture of matrix paper,
lestherboard, and fiberboard.

In 1955, existing office goacewas remodded and enlarged with asmdl, 16.5 x 30" expandon (not extant) a the
northeest corner of the Main Mill designed by the Providence, Rhode Idand engineering firm of Jenks& Ballou.
Partly due to Henry W. Ballou's dying wish that his degth pass unpublicized, his persond pgpers be destroyed and
his office closed, little documentation exigts of the concern's achievements  Richard P. Janks (1870-1956),
mechanica engineer, opened an officein Providence before 1901. Around 1912, Henry Wedcome Bdlou (1874-
1963) wes listed as an assodiate concentrating in hydraulics, sed work and reinforced concrete in the office of
Richard P. Jenks consaulting engineer. The advertised specidty was mill engineering, including plans,
specifications and superintendence for manufacturing facilitiesfor seam, dectric and ges power plants as well as
reports and tests of power plants and industria properties. Henry Wdocome Bdllou, civil enginesr, became sole
owner of the bugnesswhich hed contracts thet varioudy included a sawver survey for Middletown. awater survey
for North Kingstown, an dementary school in Coventry, ajunior high school inLincoln, ahigh schoadl in
Barrington, the centrd officeof the New England Tdephone & Tdegraph Co. in Eagt Providence, alaboratory and
pumping facilities a Quonset Point Navd Air Station, and alarge wharf & Davisville, Rhode Idand.

In 1947, the Groton Leatherboard Comparny purchesad the Certified Dry Mat Corporation of New Y ork which for

23 years hed served es itsdigtributor to newspapers and goresin domegtic and foreign markets.

Locdly-owned and managed throughout its history, the Groton Leatherboard Company dosad in 1975.
(continued)












Groton Leatherboard Co Middlesex, MA
Name of Property County. State

10. Rpographical Data
Acreage of Property 8.7 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 284440 4719780
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Preparftd By

name/titte Dianne Siergiej, Commonweal Collaborative, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  February 20Q2
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  617-777-8470
city or town Boston state MA .Zipcode QA5

Additional Dnr.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Ownftr
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO,;

name. River Court Limited Partnership c/o Capstone Properties
street & number 101 Cambridge Street .telephone  781-?7:A-4n7n xt ??7
city or town Burlington state MK .zZip code  Q18Q3

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the mill complex of the Groton Lestherboard Comparny & 6 Wes Main Street, Groton are as shown &

the bold line on the accompanying map entitled Property Maps, Groton. Massachusatts January 1, 1999 and are those of
Map 101 Lot9(a.k.a. M 129).

Boundary Jugtification

The boundary indudes the entire parcd of 89 aores historically assodiaed with the property of the Groton Lestherboard
Company.

(end)









UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY  Groton Leatherboard Conpany
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GAONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
DATE RECEl VED. 3/07/ 02 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  4/01/02

DATE (F 16TH DAY: 4/ 17/ 02 DATE (F 45TH DAY: 4/ 21/ 02
DATE (F WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 02000378

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDIL: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

COMMENT WAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN reyecr M/ m2 DNE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

Fntered In the
Optiond Regigter
RECOM / CR TER A
REM EVER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUVENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Groton Leatherboard Company Middlesex, 02000378
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:
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X Photograph 15

USGSMap



































































































1
IOA00 T T /
3
TOWN OF CROTON &
SQUANNACOOKHALL CHRISTIAN =
3 w0
, 8
]
-
at i
i
|o
4T
.‘g
|
|
i
GROTON LEATHERBOARD COMPANY ASSESSOR'S MAP
- |
Property Line .
ML _ﬂl
ML, e e e e e e e e 3
Pr“ S 106-15 L
.mu-n.a hd
3
y £ "= 3 OPERTY MAPS INDEX OIAGRAM MAP  NO.
THIS MAP 15 FOR ASSESSMENT PURPOSES. 1T IS NOT VALID PRODUCED IN 1999 BY , ’ B LEGEND o+ peoperny® . o |y, SCALE m; 100:00 o PR o
FOR LEGA DESCRZTION OF COMETAREE. CarToGrRAPHIC Assoc. INC e e e e O e T
THE HORIZONTAL DATUM IS THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE A A - | e Dutgon L w BULONG . 0y - — | 5 7 % 75 G R O TO 106
PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, NAD 83. PROFESSIONAL GIS CONSULTANTS SCALED DIMCNSION . . i00's RICAT OF WAY/ACCESS = 1 ks LA
FHOTGGRAPY OATE __ NOVEWBER 25, 1938 s T 50 Son s Mo v oy o 4oy — TS ETTS * A
: . AN X . N - . . nee .
COMPLETION DATE: OCTOBER 29. 1999 (603)“4‘.-5765 - 1(800)322- 4540 - :nu(eonu--uen - wwcu-»m‘ocou WAIER METLANDS - é L S7USED TO JAN 0 1 }999 MASSACHUS







The Commonwealth of Massachusgtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
March 5 2002 Massechusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Groton Leetherboard Co. complex, 6 W. Main Street, Groton (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Stiate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

tAl  %UIMLILQN

Betsy Friedberg "
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Diamre Sergig, Commowed Colleborative, conautant
Batbaa Whitehdl Graton Higtorica Commisson
Raer S Cumingham, Groton Board of Sdedimen
Michdle Cdligtte, Hanning Board
Rivercourt Limited Partnarship, Capdone Propaties

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



