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1. Name of Property

historic name Bullard House

other names/site number Pollard Store: Woodward House

2. Location

street & number 4 Woodward Avenue N/A not for publication
city or town Berlin N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA countv Worcester code 027 zipcode 01503

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
I"meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally D statewide H'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

["yAyUKA”A Suvrs»U- ARARARA
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nationai Park Service Certification
I. heryby certify that this property is: the Keeper Date of Action
‘entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet,
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Bullard House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_ private X building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State site

__ public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling: nnultiple dwelling
COMMERCE: store, tavern

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

Narrative Description

Worcester, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
1 1 buildings
0 0 sites
structures
0 0 objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: fieldstone: granite block

walls WOOD: weatherboard
roof ASPHALT
other N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Seting

The mudhrexpanded, late 18*-century dwelling known as the Bullard House islocated & 4 Woodward
Avenug in the heart of Berlin's higtoric town canter, facing south & the foot of Woodward Avenue and the
intersection of Linden and Centra Stredts (both part of MA Route 62). While this important building is
individualy digible for the Nationd Regider, itisdo part of a duger of higtoric resources that together form
apotentid Nationd Regiger higoric district. Theview from the front windows of the house encompesses
from wegt to eadt, the Old Burying Ground, a line of 19"-century houses on sizable lots, and the 1826 Firgt
Parish Medtinghouse, which is sat on the triangular Megtinghouse Common. Jugt eedt of the Bullard House is
the 1870 Town Hall (NR pending) which, dong with two 1850s houses to the eest and west, gandson a parcd
that was once pat of the Bullard house lot.

TheBullard House property today hes essantidly the same configuration it had by 1870-along, rough
tragpezoid mesauring ebout 7,000 squarefeet. Beginning behind the building, and continuing beyond the reer
property line, the ground rises sharply up arocky, wooded hillside where the town's 1814 brick powderhouse
still gands Eadt of the house, an agphdt driveway leeds up the lower part of the dope to the only outbuilding
on the property, aformer two-car garagebuilt in 1956. (Fans 1 and 2, Phato 6.) In 2000, the garage was
expanded to the rear, its doors were removed and other fenestration changed, and itsinterior wes finished to
become agorage facility for thetown higtoricd collection. Thisbuilding isasmply detailed, one-gtory,
dgpboarded gable-front sructure, windowless on three sdes, and with a concrete foundation and asphalt-
shingleroof On itsfront eevation, one Sx-pane window is located in the gable peek, and aflush-hinged door
in the west part of the faBade replaces the former garage doors.

Fiedstone walls betwean and behind the buildings merk portions of both presant and pest property boundary
lines. (Flan2.)) Afieldstoneretainingwall isset about eight feet behind the eest ed of the housg, pardld to
the reer devation. Another retaining wall, which runs diagondly from the northeest part of the house to the
goproximeate center of the garage, may mark the boundary between the sections of land assodiated with thetwo
haves of the house and former bam, owned ssparatdy from 1813 through the early 20* century. Mogt of the
gone wals have bean rebuilt over time, and others have bemn congructed more recently, including a short
sction behind the west portion of the house, and amakeshift retaining wall partidly encircling the garege
Some wadls may be partly composad of materid from the foundations of former outbuildings including the
bam, a chicken coop, and & least one mechanic's shop that was located as late as 1870 about wherethe garege

is today.

General building description (Phaotos 1- 5, Higtorical Image 8)

Asthe result of at leest Sx building phesss today the Bullard House is a complex building of many partsthat
Foeeks doquertly of itslong history, and the variety of uses that took place within it over saverd

higtoricd periods. Overdl, the building isa long, sde-gabled, 2 72-gory "double sdtbox" house A ssoond
reer leanto, added in the mid 19* century, isdevenfeat degp, and extends west from the mid-point of the main
north devation to marge with afourteen-foot-long, 20"-century el that overlgps the northwest comer of the
main housa The leanto hes avery shdlow shed roof; the northwest dl hes a shdlow-pitched, Sde-gabled

roof.

(continued)
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At the eest ed of the house, alarge shed dormer built in the eerly 1940s occupies the reer roof dope over that
sation's rear leanto. While the north devation of the dormer rises from the reer wall plane of the leanto, its
est wall isgeppad badk afew feet from the esst Sde of the house, and itsroof beginsabout two feet down
from the main roof ridge. All parts of the houseare dad in wood dgpboard and have agphdt shingle roofs.
All of the double-hung windows date to the 20* century or later, dthough some occupy former window
openings. Thefoundation isfiel dstoneunder al but the main part of the rear ell, which hes apartiadly parged
granite-block foundation. A singlebrick chimney, rebuilt from bege to top in 2004, islocated on the reer
main roof dope of the west end of the building.

Evolution and floor plan. (Sse FHan 3)
Although the main southem faBade isfive bays long with adightly off-center entry, its strong asymmetry
provides dues to the fact that the et and west ends of the house weare condructed a different times.

1 Esgted, ca 1780. Vaiousfeaures of the pos-andtbeamn frame indicate that the building begen as atwo-
dory, single-cdl house approximatdy sevantean feet square—probably congructed toward the end of the
Revolutionary War, shortly after the first megtinghouse was built neerby. Thewest gable-end wall of that
origind house located just eedt of the presant faBede entry, isdtill largely intact onthe interior and isvisible in
the attic. The frame bears evidence that the fagede of the origind house was three bays wide, with two
windows a eech story in the gpproximate position of the presat ones, and adoorway dose to the et feBede
comer. Toward themid 19* century, the twofirst-storyfafade windows were replaced with two larger ones
The presat, smdler 6/6 unitsweareingddled in the mid 20* century. The doorweay a the eest ed of the fafade
wes gorne by ca 1840.

2. Wedt ed ad eadt reer leanto. ca 1790-1792. Within ten tofifteenyears after the original esst house wes
congructed, the building was extended both to the west and the reer. Desds and locd records indicate that it
wes enlarged, in part to accommoaodae anew tavem on the County Roed (today's Linden and Centrd Stregts)
that ran through the growing cater of Berlin. The 2 VSday west addition was gpproximatdy 25 feet long by
28 feat degp and induded what are now the three westemmod facade bays. A ca 1895 photograph (Photo 8)
shows that a that time, both the first- and sscond-gtory facade windows were 6/9 sash. Thenew interior
goeoe, longer than the original house, congged of an eedt entry hall, a southwestfirst-storyroom, a balroom
above them a the ssoond gtory, and an integrd rear leanto, which contained one northwestfirst-storyroom
and awinding gaircase located toward the reer of the hdlway, for aooess to the balroom and the leanto | oft.
A narrowfirst-storygoece north of the foot of the gairs may have been aamdl bedroom-possibly origind to
the 1790s condruction, or possibly framed in a alater date.

At around the same time as the west addition, arear leanto kitchen was added to the origina eest housa The
rafters for that leento were laid ontop of the exigting reer rafters, supported on the origind reer plate by large
notched, souere blocks. The north walls of both 1790s additionslay in a continuous plane, resulting in an
enlarged housewith a42 by 28-foot rectangular footprint that was to remain until the 1850s

(continued)
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3. 18 0srear leanto. Inthe middleof the 19 century, alow leanto, goproximately deven feet dagp with a
shdlow-pitched roof, wes built acrass the west half of the rear devation (the back wall of the integrd tavem
leato). Its man purpose was to house a rear kitchen, dthough it may have contained anather smdl room a
its eest end, where abathroom is presently located. The heeds of its rafters were nailed on top of the 170s
reer rafters partway down the roof dope, resulting in a broken sdtbox profile a this end of the housa

4. Former priviesfire-enginegarage, Sreened porch (demdished”).  Some minor additions to the house have
been removed. By 18% aprivy or other smdl el straddied the northeest comer of the building, and by about
1910a privy sood againg the west end of the ca. 1850 kitchen. In the early 1920s a shed-roofed garage dll
was built againg the reer part of the eest devation to house the town'sfire-fightinggoparaus gpparently
replacing the northeest el (Sae Section 8). That addition was removed by the mid-20* century and replaced

by a smdl scremed porch, which was demalished afew decedes later.

5. Northwest atached shed, ca 19205 enlarged 1956. The presant northwest one-gtory €ll, which continues
the rear plane of the 1850s kitchen wall by about fourteen feet, goparently replaced or incorporated the
atached privy in about 1920. It began as asmdl, shed-roofed, one-story addition for autilitarian goece, such
as awooddhed or well room. In the 1950s the shed wias dtered and extended forward about four feet under a
front-roof dope, resulting in the shallow gable-roofed profile ssan today.

6. Eadt rear shed dormer, early 1940s The shed dormer acrass the rear roof dope of the original eest house
wasthe lagt of the shed-roofed additions. Like al of the leantos, exoept the integrd reer learto of the 1790s
tavem addition, the heeds of itsrafters are laid on top of the exigting frame.

Exterior description. (Photos 15

All four devations of the house today digplay amixture of fenestration from more than one building phese
The mainfive-bayfacade hes 66 windows in plain, flat surrounds, digned one above the other a thefirstand
soond gories. (Photos 1 -3.) All of the present seeh there dates tothe mid 20* century. In the west hdf of
the house the 6/6s replaced 2/2s that hed been insarted sometime after about 1895. The two first-story
window openings, eest of the dightly off-center entry, were enlarged during the Gresk Revivd period to
accommodate the larger windows popular during thet period. They were reduced again in the 20 century and
digned b ow the two ssecond-gtory windows. Louvered blinds shown a mog of the windows in historic
photogrgphs are no longer in place, dthough afew are presently stored on the property. Theman entry hesa
wide, molded surround. The door isaFederd six-pand door of double thickness-verticd board on the indde
face, and panded on the outside, with glassinserted in thetop two pands in the late 19* or early 20* century.

The pands are recessed in the Federd mianner, and the door ishung on srgp hinges and hes alarge Suffolk
latch. Three rough-gone geps that hed been saved from the Ste of the 1702 Eagt Schoolhouse weare placed in
front of the doorway in 1997.

(continued)
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On both the main faBade and the two gable ends, the architecturd trim istypica of a smple mra house of the
ealy Fedad period. Theroof does not overhang the end walls, which are trimmed with anarrow rekeboard
adomed with an architrave molding. Narrow comeboards mark the house comers, and awide watertable
trimsthe beee of the wdls. Thewes watertable is st afew inches lower than the one eedt of the main entry,
indicating the lowerfl oorlevd in the ca. 1792 section of the house The front comice is adomed with a smple
Federd molding.

ThefaBade of the northwest €l hes an 88 mid 20* -century window centered in the wall, next to an entry a
the inner comer fitted with araised-pand, four-pand door with a Suffolk latch. (Photo 4.) The door may have
come from ancther housein Berlin.

In 2008, the eet devation (Photos 1 and 2) underwent some dterations rdated to providing a handicapped-
accessbleetrance. Two, smal, mid20* -century windows toward the reer of the leanto were removed, and a
four-pand wood door and anew &6 wood window were ingdled. At the same time, the deteriorated
dapboards of that wall were replaced. The fenedtration of the rest of the eest devation ramans asit wasin the
latter part of the period of significance. Toward the front is arecessed Sx-pand door with lightsin the top two
pands Indead of the integrd Federd moldings sean a the front door, however, the four main pands have
large, Gresk Reviva, gpplied moldings. A 6/6 window is postioned just north of the door. At the ssoond
dory, one 66 window is centered beow the gable pesk; anather islocated to itsnorth, in the learto loft. A
sSx-pane window & attic levd is placed toward the front of the house rather than bdow the gable pesk,
reflecting the fact that the former chimney mess rose behind it againg thiswall.

A large, flat door gone extending from the reer north comer of the leanto reamains from an entry that wes
removed may yearsago. The eedt devation of the ca. 1850 rear kitchen leanto hes one 51 window toward
the front comer.

Thewes devation (Photo 4) of the main house hes one 6/6 window a each gory, digned ane aove the other
under the gable pesk. A wide 88 window gppearsin the wall of the leanto, with a sx-pane window in theloft
aboveit. An 88 window iscantered in the west ed of the northwest ell.

The reer north devation of the house digplays changes that took place even after the many additions there ware
built (Photo 5). Reading eedt to wegt, two &/6 windows are centered in the reer wall of the large shed dormer.
Bdow it a thefirst gory isanew &6 window, which regplaces amid 20*-century door, and a casamnant
window that was removed in 2007. In the rear wal of the ca. 1850 kitchen isa 33 window, aformer five-
pand door adgpted with nine lightsin the top section, and a multipane window about eight feet long thet it the
aea over aformer 20%-century kitchen sink. Thereer wall of the northwest el iswindowless Againd its
wes end isthe pipe for an atedan well that was used until 1996.

Interior description.

A a5 its exterior expresses the many building pheees of the structure, the Bullard House interior isamdange of
plainlyfini shedgoeces that were added to and dtered over time. They ill retain awedth of characteridtic features
from seveard higtoric periods, however, as well asdues to what went before.

(continued)
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East end

The oldegt rooms in the house are the southeedtfirst-storyroom and the chamber aboveit, which comprisd
the origind ca 1780 housa Thewall framing isnot visible, but it gopears that thiswas built as a direct-entry,
guareplan house with acenter pogt on eech Sde devation, and alargefireplaceand chimney in the northeest
comer. These two rooms are amnong the more dtered goeoss in the building.  Thegirts, plates, pods ad
longitudind summer beams are casad with boards trimmed with the narrow beed typicd of the Fedard erg a
bath levds, part of the casing of the eest end girt in front of the chimney is unbeeded. At thefirst sory, the
amme beam runs the full width of the room from eest towest. The et ed of the second-gdory summe
beam, pardld to thefirst, ends a what is gpparently the north-south chimney girt.  Thewadls and ceilings are
fully plagtered; thefl oorsare wide pine boards a the first story, and narrow hardwoodf | ooring, probably
dating to the 19205 a the second.

Magjor changes were mede to these two rooms a a fairly early date. Toward the mid 19* century (probably
18309), the large northeest comer chimney and itsfi repl aceswere removed and replaced by anarrow brick
chimney fitted withfluesfor heating goves That later chimney remains only bdow the sscond-gtory celling,
and both goves and any woodwork assodated with them are gone. By 1895, the exterior door a the eest ed
of the faBade hed bean removed, aswell. The location of the origind stairway is unknown, but paint evidence
remains from a Segp arway that rose egang the et end of the front wall after the faade entry wes
removed. The current winding, endosad dairway in the southeast comer, which leeds to both the cdlar and
the ssoond floor, detes to the 1940s

Alsoin the 1940s akitchen renovation took place in the 1790s reer leanto addition, obliterating any eaxlier
finish in that gopace Same World War 11-e.awood cabinetry remains againg thet room's front wall, but in
2007-2008 the deteriorating reer exterior wall of that goece hed to be rebuilt, a 20*-century partition wall was
removed, and the new eegt window and handicgpped entrance described abovewere ingdled. Thisgoece is
now the entrance room for the museum. Aboveit, in the 1940s shed dormer, isthe "back bedroom.” which
remains fairly unchanged snce the dormer was built. The room's main distinguishing features are abaten
door with aNorfolk latch in the front wall, and afour-pand door of about 1900 in the west wdl that opens into
asmadl, narrow bathroom insarted probably in the 1960s

Weg end

The 1790s west addition that converted the houseinto a tavem contains the mogt stylish features of this modest
building. Thissection islarger than the eest end, but is dso two rooms degp a thefirst story, and ane room
degp with arear leanto loft & the ssoond.  Thefirst-floorplan indudes an entry hdl with rear

dairs a the canter bay of the expanded house, asouthwest parlor, and anorthwest room that may have bean
gther the tavem kitchen or the taproom. Betwean the tuming foot of the gairs and the reer exterior wall is a
andl endased goece ebout four by eight feet, that may have bean atiny bedroom, possibly created in the
ealy 19¢ century.

(continued)
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The front section of the long entry hall was once afew feet wider (Photo 7). An endosed darway to the cdlar
isdtill partidly in placejust forward of the main Sairway to the uppear sory, though the top of it isnow floored
over, having bean converted to adosst, probebly inthe 1940s A st of narrow shdvesis dill in place agang
the front wall of that Sair endoaure above a horizonta-board dado, though the shelves are now hidden from
view indde along, shalow dosat dong the eest wall of the pessage The hendsome partition wall of this
dosst condgsof beeded, vertica-board panding, characteridtic of the Fedad eaand dightly later. One
dosat door ispart of the panding; assoond, raised four-pand door gopears to have bean rdocated from
dsanherein the house The beeded boards may dso have been rdocated within the building-possiblyfi-oma
former endosad gairway in the eest end of the house. Toward the south end of thewest wadll of the hdlway is
anather four-pand door, smilar to the one on the eedt doset, with aNorfolk latch. A decordive cut-out
diamond in the center of thetop rail of the door hes been filled in with apiece of wood. (Examination of paint
layers on thisdoor in 1996 indicated a complete match to the beam casingsin the southwest parlor. Thusthe
door isorigind in thislocation.) The airway a the rear end of the pessege isof the dosed-gtring type, with
plain vertica boardsendosng another dosat bdow the dairs.

The southwest parlor-possibly the original dining room or parlor of the 1790s tavem-is alarge, square room.
Like its counterpart in the eest end of the building, it hes plagtered walsand ceiling, awide-board pine floor,
and abesded-cassd summer beam mnning eedt to west. The origina fireplacewdl a the rear of the room hes
undergone mary dterations. The newfireplacea the reer of the roomis part of the 2004 rebuilding of the
tavem chimney, and the mantdpiece ingtaled in 2005 camefrom the Feton-Devine House, an early Fedard
building a 218 Linden Strest, that was taken down that year. A door just eedt of thefireplacewasdso
rdocated from the Feton-Devine House. The room behind the chimney in the leanto hes bean fitted out ss a
gdlery for the musaum.  Much dtered over the course of the 20* century, and with new framing ingdled in
the 19505 this goece once hed afireplacethat was let into the back of the chimney.

Tavem ballroom. The location of the tavem dairs a the reer ed of the hdlway dlowed for alarge,
uninterrupted second-gtory  goece acrcss the ettire front of the 1790s wedt portion of the building. Although
the room ws partitioned for asmdl eegt chamber with ashort hdlway behind it, probably fairly early in the
19* century, the lines of the whole goece are gtill evident. Itsoutgtanding feature isitshigh, plagtered, cove
ceiling, which remains entirdly intact in both parts of the room, complete with the Federd molding that marks
the juncture between the cove and the lower wall. Thistype of ceiling wes ingtaled frequently in the
balrooms or meeting rooms of Federd-arainns and tavems, and its surviva hereisremarkable, given the
mary dterations and dhanges in use that the rooms underwent after the tavermn moved away in 1813, Like
many rooms of its Size and type, this goece was hegted by ane amdlfirepl ace,which was till in place, though
bricked-up, until the chimney was rebuilt. In contragt to thefirst-storyfirepl ace, here thefireplacesurround-a
heavily molded. Fedard type, survives. S0, too, does the four-pand door with Suffolk latch thet (besed on
dimendons and hardware locations) was gpparantly located at the top of the stairs. A two-pand Federd door
gives anoess to aplagtered wak-in dosat west of thefireplace. A seoond doset esdt of thefireplace,built ca
1956 of inferior congtruction, hes recently been removed.

(continued)
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Ancther early door dso remainsthis oneisstill in itsorigina location between the leanto loft and the
dairway. Although the loft'sinterior was neverfinished,it was undoubtedly well-used, and the low batten
door on grgp hinges islikely to date to the congtmiction of this section of the building.

Reer kitchen and northwest ell. 1850sto 1990s  The leanto kitchen, added acrass the badk of the west part of
the housein the middle of the 19* century, probably replaced whatever tavem kitchen wes located in the main
pat of the house The seventby-deven-foot goece a the eedt end, which was updated to a bathroom by the
mid 20* century, may have functioned as afirst-storybedroom, buttery, or alater pantry. Little origina finish
remansin either part of the 1850s addition. The lower section of the narrow brick chimney for the kitchen
dove, however, remans in place between the two rooms. (The exterior portion of the chimney above the roof
isgone). The recessed shelf goece besideit and the wide-board dedo bdow the shdves may dso be 19*-
century features.

About 1920, ashed addition, with asingle-pitched roof descending to the reer, was built ageing the wet ed
of the ca 1850 kitchen. It remained in autilitarian use, probably as awoodshed, until the 1950s when it wes
expanded by about four feet to the front; the roof was rebuilt with aside gable, andfini shedinto a bedroom.
Theroom hes its own exterior front door-an old four-pang door, which was brought from another location.
Theadjoining west wadl of the kitchen was later removed and the two rooms mede into one, with the west part
converted to asmdl dinette or dining room. It is currently being renovated as a workroom and sorage Soece
for the musaum.

Cdlar

Thereisafull cdlar only under the front range of rooms of both the east and west parts of the building. The
foundation walls arefiel dstone,incorporating a good ded of ledge, and a messve sone chimney bese
occupies the entire northeest part of the older eest section. Eadt of the chimney bese and eesdt foundation wall,
two additiona foundation walls, about four feet apart, extend east underground for about 13 feet. The purpose
of that additiond foundation is presently unknown. Possble theories asto itsorigin indude the foundation for
along eedt shed, or for the gore that isreported on the property by the early 1790s or even for aformer eest
sxction of the house. It hes bean surmisad that the walls may indicate thet the ca. 1780 dwelling wss built a6 a
center-chimney house, and that its whole east end wiss later removed. A recent ingpection of the frame of the
presant eet-end wall, however, which was partidly exposed during the 2008 renovations, indicates thet it wes
dwaysan exterior wall. Theingpection dso reveded a large mortise cut through the sheething into eech of the
et comer-pods  These mortises gopear to have recaived the tenons of plates st somewhat lower than the
first-story ceiling of the house, supporting the theory that there was once a sructure atteched to the eest ed of
the house A future archaeologica investigation may provide dues to whether that westhe case

The wedtfiel dstonefoundation wall of the origind single-cdl house remains dmog entirdly intect in the
cdlar. While thetwo haves of the main housewere congructed fairly dose in date during the eerly Federd
period, an observation of the cdlar framing of the ca 1780 and ca. 1790s sections does reved some dight
differences in carpentry and methods of congtruction. Mogt of the joists under the earlier eest ed are hewn
mortise-and-tenon timbers, about five by seven inches in dimenson. Those in the west part, however, ae
half-log degpers their ends st into butt cogsin the sills.

(continued)
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Attic

Both the ca 1780 and early 1790s roofs are framed with common, hewn rafters, tapered a the top and pinned
into afour-sded hewn ridge beam. The roof boardsin both sectionsrun horizontally. Diagond wind braces
(sawn, rather than hewn) rising from the end raftersto the ridge are presant & both ends of the eest house
(exoept in the northeest chimney bay), but only a the gable end of the west section. A very short gaen of time
betwemn the first and second building phesesis suggested by severd detalls ssenin the attic goeces Mogt
indicetive isthe aosance of both nail hales and any significant weethering on the exterior sheething thet
aurvives on the first housgswest wall. Many of the origina reer roof boards of the eedt part, which are still in
place bdow the leartto rafters, dso have no nail hales, asif they were never covered with shingles A former
window opening in the origind west gable forms the aooess between the two attics. Nailed just above the
opening isanarrow exterior trimboard, painted white.

Theraftersof the west roof frame are dightly larger in dimension than thasein the eadt roof (about five by Sx
inches as gpposad to four by four or four by five inches). The reer rafters there mn from the ridgeto the rear
plate of the leanto, supported midway on the upper rear plate by wood blocks of a different dhgpe than those
that support the eedt leanto rafters. The mog dramatic festure visible in the wett attic isthe framing of the
cove ceiling for the balroom beow. The plagter lath boards of the cove are nailed to curved braces, rather
than joists, and the ceiling is framed without any timberstying plate to plate. Ingteed, thejoists of the flat
uppe part of the ceiling are nailed to the ddesof the rafters.

Archaeological Description

While no andient Native American Stes are known on the Bullard House property or in the genard area
(within one mile), Stesmay be presant. Environmentd characteridics of the property represant locationd
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native dtes. The
Bullard House islocated on awdl-drained, levd to moderatdy doping glaciad outwash plain in dose
proximity to weflands. Beginning behind the building and continuing beyond the rear property line, the
ground rises sharply up the rocky, wooded hillside of Powderhouse Hill. Throughout this areg, donesare
present on the surface, rock outcrops are common, and bedrodk is presant dose to the surface. The Bullard
House foundation incorporates agood ded of ledge initscondruction. Three tributary sreams of North
Brook and two unnamed pondsare located within 1,000 feet to the eedt, south, and west of the property. North
Brook isatributary of the Asssbet River, which drains the entire town of Berlin, Given theinformation
presented above, the Sze of the nominated property (gpproximatdy 0.37 acres), known pattems of Native
American settlement in the centrd Massachusatts uplands, and levds of historic land uss, alow to modearae
potential exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the Bullard House property.

(continued)
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A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Bullard House property.
Additiona historical ressarch, combined with archaeologica survey and testing, mey locate structura
evidence, features, and artifacts rdated to the complex building and land-use history that characterized the
Bullard House fromthe 18* through 20* centuries. Structurd evidence may survive from a shed-roofed
garege dl, built in the 1920s againg the reer part of the esdt devation to house the town's firefighting
gpoparatus, goparently replacing the northeest ell. That addition was removed by the mid 20* century and
replaced by asmal screened porch, which was demalished in tum afew decades|ater. In addition to dhanges
to the house, historicd and archaeologica ressarch may d<o identify the Stesof bams, gables, outbuildings,
and occupationd rdaed fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells) that dso may survive onthe property. A bam,
chicken coop, and a leest one mechanic's shop were located s late es 1870 gpproximatdy where the garage
dandstoday. An earier andl bam, gone by 1850, dso good on the Ste of the mid 20* century garege. By
1895, aprivy or other amdl €l gradded the northeest comer of the building, and by 1910, aprivy sood
agang the west ed of the ca. 1850 kitchen. Againg the west ed of the northwest el isthe pipe for an
atesan well that was ussd until 1996. An earlier well(s) should dso exist.

Eadt of the exigting older eest section of the cdllar, eadt of the chimney bese and eedt foundation wall, two
additiond foundation walls, about four feet gpart, extend underground for about thirteen feet. The meaning of
that additiona foundation is presently unknown. Additiona historica reseerch, combined with archaeologicd
aurvey and testing, may locate the Site and function of the mechanic's shop that continued to be indicated in
tax vauations from 1860 to 1873 on the Bullard House property. The reference may be to the old blackamith
shop rdocated (from aste now located of f the property) to aposition behind the houss, or it may befor a
newly built shop. By 1866 itislistedin tax evduations as a shoe shop.

(end)
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XA Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in ail the boxes that apply.)
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A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
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Berlin's lad8* " century Bullard House, the oldest known residencein the town center, and the home for 125
yearsof the 19*-cantury Bullard family and their desoendants, fulfills Criteria A and C of the Nationd
Regiger a the locd level. The building medts Criterion A for itsmultiple rales in the town's devd opment and
its socid and economic history over the course of nearly two centuries. Throughot itslong exigence it wes a
residence (in some periods adouble house), and & varioustimes houssd Berlin'sfirst dore, atavem,
boardinghouse, pogt office, barber shop, a leest two mesting hdlls, an early 20*-century mest market, and a
1920sfirehouse.As the home of three ]9* -century blackamithsit is strongly assodated with Berlin'seerly
industria history, to which it gained an additiona connection later in the century when the westem end saved
& a boardinghouse for workersin the locd shoeindustry. Asthe home of Berlin's only two soldiers logtin
the First World War, it isthe mogt significant local house of that important early 20*-century era

The house medts Criterion C as an example of ahumble ca. 1780 wood-frame dwelling expanded by about
1792 to a"double sdtbox" with two reer leantos, and expanded again in the mid 19¢ and early 20* caturiesin
the styles and building methods of thoselater eres The wdl-preserved, late 18*-cantury cove ceiling in the
tavem sction isarare surviving feature that tells much about both the building practices and the tavemn culture
of the day. The building occupies itsorigina ste facing the medinghouse common and burid ground, and is
stillflankedby an 1850s house and the 1870 Town Hall (NR pending), both of which were built on portions of
the property. While the houseweas enlarged and partidly modemized severd times during the period of
dgnificance, eech of the dhanges reflects the era during which it took place, as well as the circumdtances of the
time. Thebuilding thus retains integrity of setting, location, design, materids, workmanship, feding, ad
asoaidion.

Background and early historv.

Thetown of Berlin occupies alow range of hills a the eestem edge of Worcester County between Bolton to
the north and Northborough to the south. About thirteen 13 square milesin areg, the town lies aoout

fourteen 14 milesfrom Worceser and 34 milesfrom Boston, and is bounded on the east by Hudson ad
Marlborough, and on the west by Clinton and Boylston. The Assabet Riverfl owsthrough the southeast comer
of the town, but due to agenad lack of waterpower in itsbrooks and streams with the exogption of some
locd mills and agmdl-scde 19"-cantury shoeindustry, Berlin remained alargely agricultural community until
the middle of the 20* century.

European sattlement wiss sparse through most of the Colonia period, with the first widely scattered househalds
condgting of homesteedersfrom Lancegter and Marlborough. The earliest mill, asawmill, was operating by
the mid 1730s and atavern/inn was licensaed by 1756.

Toward the end of the third quarter of the 18* century, severd decades after most of the territory for the future
town hed sgparated from Lancader as the south part of Bolton (incorporated 1738), the population was about
300. In 1778, agroup of residents in south Bolton suocossded in forming the South (Sscond) Parish of Bolton,
and the next year they condtructed amegtinghouse in the gpproximete center of the parish. The building sood

(continued)
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on aparcd of common land on the north sde of the primary eagt-west route through town. Today's Linden
and Centrd drests (MA Route 62), the road was part of the County Road connecting Lancagter with the
Middlesex County towns to the eedt. In 1784, Berlin became amunicipd entity when it wes esablished a5 a
digtrict from parts of Bolton and Marlborough. 1n 1791, part of Lancagter was annexed; in 1806, the didtrict
exchangad some territory with Northborough; and in 1812, Berlin was incorporated as atown.

When the parish was established, mogt of the land a the center condgted of two large farms. One bdonged to
the owner of the tavem on the County Road, Capt. Samud Jones ., who donated the land for the
medtinghouse. The other farm, owned by David Rice, adjoined Capt. Joness farm to the west, where it
extended northwest over ahigh rocky hill. Asin many rura towns, the earliest activity that devdoped around
the medtinghouse and common was primarily ingitutional and industrid, rather than residentia. Even before
the medtinghouse was built, in 1768 asmdl burid ground, the gift of both Samud Jones and David Rice, hed
bean established on the south side of the County Road. By 1770 Siephen Rice, son of David, owned a
blacksmith shop on the north sSde of the road facing the burying ground, on the Site of the presant 3 Linden
Stret. 1n 1785 atown pound was built northwest of the meatinghouse on land purchesad from Samud Jones
for 12 shillings, and by 1794 a potaeh works was operating on the south side of the County Road, eet of the
common.

Gradudly, housdots were divided out around the common, and Berlin's meginghouse center became more
resdentid. Samud Jonessinn eadt of the common continued, and by 1792, brothers John, . and Moses
Pollard hed gpened adore just wet of the medtinghouse.

The Pollard sore wasin or atached to whet is gpparently the first resdence built after the medinghouse wes
congructed-a smdl house a 4 Woodward Avenue, bdieved to have bean built about 1780. The combined
building wes later to be known principdly as the Bullard House, for the family who was to own it for more
then 120 years. Both itsfirst owner and the congtruction date of its earlier eat section are somewheat
uncertain. According to ane theory, the house may have bean built by blackamith Sephen Rice on part of his
father'sformer farm, adjacent to hisshop. 1t hes adso beaen surmised that the building functioned briefly s a
"noon housg'-aplace of retreat between the long Sebbeth worship services Mogt noon houses weretiny one-
gory buildings, however, and that theory hes been rendered lesslikely by the recent discovery thet the
building was dwaystwo stories, rather than one.

Whatever the case, tmcturd evidence showss that the little house was expanded shortly after it was built by the
addition of a larger, two-gtory west section thet indudes an updtairs balroom or essambly hal with a cove
celling. That part of the building wesin use as atavem by the early 19* century (see below), dthough exactly
when the tavem began is somewhat uncertain. Deadsindicate that before 1792 John Pollard, Jr., (ether
together with Mases or with hisfinancial backing), opened a store on the property- thefirst known gore in
Berlin. By 1796, till under Pollard ownership, the sore wias being run by "Messs Sawyer and Heard." It is
not known how successful the store was, however, as John Pollard soon fell intofinancial difficulties. While
his brother Moses sold John hisown interest in the property in 1794, two years later Moses sued him for lack

of payment and hed him thrown injail. The court avarded the property to Mases, who gpparently wes no

(continued)
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longer involved in the business  (According to Houghton's History of the Town of Berlin, Moses was a ship
owner, and was later logt & saa in hisown ship.) 1n 1797, Moses sold the property to John Dexter, Jr., who
goparatly took over the sore, and either added atavem business, or continued ane that John had garted.

A combined sore and tavem wiss an increasingly common commercid arangemeant after the Revolution,
when population was expanding. Travel was becoming more widespreed, and traffic of all sortsdongthe
county roeds and highwayswas increesing. A store was often located in part of atavem, dthough some early
dores were in an dl or agmal freestanding Sructure. At 4 Woodward Avenue, mortises in the frame of the
eat end wall, dong with the presance of two pardld foundation walls extending thirteen feet eet of the
present building, mey indicate that the sore occupied an dl a that location, while the tavem occupied the
larger west section. When Dexter enlarged the property by two acresin 1798, ane of the bounds described in
the de=d begins a his gore, implying that it was either a sgparate building, or that it occupied an €l atached to
the larger building.

John Dexter owned the enlarged property for about four or fiveyears. During thet time, the town's first
library, aprivate assodation cadled the Berlin Sodd Library, hedd medtings in the building between 1800 ad
1802. In 1802, the property wes purchesad by the man who eventudly became known for running not only
ore of thebusest 19*-century tavemsin Berlin, but dso agorethat hes come down, through subssouat
owners to the present day. Solomon Howe and hiswife Sareh (Stow) came to Berlin from Marlborough the
day after their wedding, in May of 1802. They st up housekegping a 4 Woodward Avenue, where they
continued the tavem and gtore until the congtruction of their larger establishment across the County Road wes
completed in 1813, a which time they moved there, continuing the tavem and gore a that location.

Samud Jones . hed died in 1797, and in the intervening years, Solomon Howe hed bought the remainder of
hislarge red edate holdings & the town center. During the Early Nationa Period, the old County Roed hed
become part of abusy Sagecoech route, and larger buildings were better-equipped to accommodate diners,
ladies, and more overnight guests than the older roadside esablishments like Dexter's tavem. After Solomon
and Sarah Howe moved the tavemn, store and their resdence further eest on the County Roed in 1813, they
sold 4 Woodward Avenuefor residentid use  The property was old in two parts, and for the next century ad
ahalf, the building remained divided into two tenements- one condsting of the older eest housg, the other the
former tavem addition on the west end. The boundary line betwean them ran from the edge of theroad
through the house, then diagondly northeest up the hillside, where it pessed through the center of the amdll
bam (no longer extant). (The bam, which was gone by 1850, sood on the gpproximete dte of the mid 20* -
century garage that now houses the Berlin town Higtorical Callection.)

Eag end: Later owners and occupants

For mary yearsin bath the beginning and the ed of the 19* century, the eest end of the building wes a rentd
property, bought and sold by asuccesson of landlords who apparently did not occupy the house, but owned it
& an investment. Thefirst three ownars were dl prominent citizens of Berlin. When teecher and justice of
the pesce William Newton bought the property in 1813, the desd referred to the sore, implying thet it may
have been afreestanding building. The desd marking his sdle two yearslater to Asa Sawyer, however, mekes
no mention of the gore. It was Luther Carter, abuilder and founder of Carterville, the amadl village north of
the town center, who bought the eest end from Mr. Sawyer.

(continued)
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In 1833, the stuation changed, when the eest end of the building was purchesed by two sgers, Susan and
Amédia Johnson, who owned and occupied it for more than thirty years. The two sSingle women were
insgparable lifelong companions. AsWilliam Houghton noted in hisHistory of the Town of Berlin, " Of these
two the neme of ether was sddom gpoken without the other, their lives were so much united.” Both were
samdresses and they gpparently did their sawing in the house They remodded the eedt end, taking out
fireplaces and ingtaling heating goves, and changing the two, front,first-storywindowsto large-pane 6/6s
during the Gresk Revivd era In 1861, they sold a samdl piece of land eet of the house to Artemas Bamesand
agroup of investors. Mr. Bames later gave that parcd to the town for the 1870 Town Hall. Amdiadied first,
aape 71, in 1864. Threeyearslater Susan sold their part of the property to angahew, George E. Johnson, but
goparently remained there until her degth in 1872, a the age of 82.

George Johnson was a painter and paperhanger, and it istempting to think that some of hiswork may remain
in the house under layers of later paint and peper added by others. Helived neerby on Linden Stregt, and
rented out the et end until 1875, when he sold it to Milton Day. Mr. Day owned it for three years followed
from 1878 to 1887 by shoe-manufacturer and posmagter Amory A. Bartlett of 3 Linden Strest. During the
Johnson, Day, and Bartlett ownerships it gopears that saverd tenants ware shoemakers who worked et the
nearby Parker shoe factory across the common. Amory Bartlett, who wes Berlin postmiegter for severd years
opaaed the podt office out of the building between 1879 and 1885.

Famer Rufus R. Wheder bought the eest end in 1887, and owned it until his desgth in 1900. Oneof his
tenants was Forrest Day, aprovison deder who ran a grocery dorethere in the mid 1890s Walter A.
Wheder, Rufus son, purchesad the property from his father's other heirs, and owned it for more than 40
years, renting out Soece for a variety of nonresdentid purposes A barbershop was located in the front first-
gory room around 1911, and by 1916 there was a mest market or butcher shopin the building. From 1920 to
1922, the locd chepter of the American Legion rented the sscond gtory for their heedquarters, which wes
aooessed by an outdide gairway on the eedt devation. From 1922 to 1928, when the Berlin Fire Department
maintained achemicd fire truck, Mr. Wheder built a leento garage extension for it off the northeest comer of
the building. At the same time, the fire company’s dubhouse was located in the house

Weg end: Later ownersand occupants

After thetavem dosed and Solomon Howe split the property in two, the west end of 4 Woodward Avenue
followed avery different evolution from the eest end. It became the home of asariesof blackamithswho were
both occupants and owners, and it soon acquired the connection with the Bullard family thet wasto last for

ove 120 years, giving the houseitstraditiond name

Onthe same day in 1813 that Solomon Howe sold the eadt part of the building to William Newton for a rentd
property, he sold the west end, with part of the bam and "other buildings," to Slas Mossman. The transection
induded assoond samdl parcd of ebout 8400 squarefeet, onwhich a blacksmith shop was ganding. The
reference may beto the old shop of Sigphen Rice, which isbdieved to have dated asfar back as 1750. Slas
Mosamen was d0 ablackamith, and worked in the shop for about five years  He hed come to Berlin from
Sudbury, was recently married, and lived in the house with hiswife Betsy (Goodde) and their three young
ons 1N 1818 he sold his part of the property to blacksmith Nathaniel Wilder of Sterling. Amongwork he is

(continued)
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known to have dore is the hardware for the 1826 medtinghouse. He occupied the house for about twelve
years, but by 1830 he had moved to Keene, NH. He sold the west part in 1831 to anather blackamith, Jod
Bullard.

Bom in Chegter, VT in 1799, Jod Bullard came to Berlin from Westhorough, with hiswife Judith (Brigham)
and thefirst of their ax children. Hisfather, Nathan Bullard, who died in 1846 & the age of 84, lived with
them in hisold age, perhgas occupying the samdlfirst-storybedroom in the rear part of the housa Also inthe
late 1840s the Berlin Pogt Office was located in the west part of the house with Jod Bullard serving asthe
town Pogmeder from 1846 to 1848. Heand hiswife hed six children, the last of whom, James and Jane, weare
twins, bomin 1836. In 1850, a about the time that their house was enlarged by the addition of the reer
kitchen, the Bullards household was alarge one. Itinduded Jod and Judith, at leest four of their children-
Martha, Henry, Harriet, and James - and a62-year-old boarder, Slas Fairbank. Mr. Fairbank worked asa
shoameke, probably in one of the early mechanized shoe shops nearby. Henry Bullard, 24 a the time, wes
working as ashoameke, aswell.

Jod Bullard died later that year, a the age of 51. Judith Bullard inherited the west end of the house and
opaaed asmd| boardinghouse there for many years. 1n 18680 her housshald wiss even larger then it hed been
in 1850. Itinduded Judith and three of her grown children-Martha, ateecher in the Canter School; Harriet, a
mill operaive (modt likely in one of the millsin Hudson, Clinton, or Marlborough); James a shoamisker
(cordwainer)-and four mae boarders, al of them shoemakears

Ealy in the 18505 Mrs. Bullard sold the amadl parcd west of the house, onwhich her husband hed hed his
blacksmith shop, to Amory A. Bartlett, who hed the house next door a 3 Linden Stregt built for his own
resdencein 1859. Tax vauations from 1860 through 1873 continueto list ashop on the Bullard House
property, however. The reference may be to the old blackamith shop rdocated to a position behind the house
or it may be for anewly built shop. By 1866, itislisted in tax vauations as ashoe shop, ad it may be that
James Bullard worked there for atime. (The 1870 cenaus lists him as working in the nearby Parker dhoe
factory, however, and the 1830 canaus cdlls him a bdtmaker.)

Whatever his profession, James Bullard lived in the Bullard House for many years Judith Bullard died in
1864 a the age of 65, and it isnot dear which of her immediate heirs may have owned the propearty next, or
whether one of them meay have bought out the interests of the others. For some of that time JamesBullard is
shown as the principd, as he paid the taxes on the housein the yeer after his mother's degth, and again in
1867. Hewss ane of Berlin's many Civil War soldiers, having enliged first in Co. |, 5* Regiment of Mass
Vounteersin 1862. Heweas later with the regiment in North Caroling, and took part in five battles He
married Arvilla Hadley in 1856 and it wes herein the Bullard House thet they began raising their three boys,
William, Frank, and Charles before moving to Worcester in the 1870s

(continued)
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Jamess ddest sger, Martha Bullard, was the owner of the west end of the house through the end of the 19*
century. She continued to live in the house after their mother's death, and it was she who paid the taxes onthe
property in 1866, and again from 1868 until her degth in 1899. Her dgter JaneM. Bullard, who died in 1912,
wes the next owner. She gpparently did not occupy the house, but rented the west end to her niece and her
husoand. Carrie (Patch) Woodward married CharlesN. Woodward in 1893, Carrie was the deughter of
Jod and Judith Bullard's ssoond ddest daughter, Mary Catherine, who married Raph Patch, and moved to
Fitchburg and then Townsend MA, where Carrie was bom. The Woodwards lived first in Pepperel. They
moved to Berlin about 1896, where Charleswas working as aday laborer in 1900, and they ney have
occupied the house together with Marthafor afew years before she died. They eventudly purchesed the
property from Jane Bullard's successor and siger-in-law, Arvilla Bullard (widow of James), in 1919.

Today, the loca significanceof the Bullard Houseis assodated as strongly with the Woodward family and the
ealy 20* cantury as with any of the owners or occupants before them. Carrie and Charleshad two sons, Harry
Walace and Charles Sumner, bomin 1894 and 1895. Bothwere in their early twenties when the U.S. entered
World Wer |, In April of 1917, Walace Woodward enlisted in Co. M, 5% Regiment, which was later merged
intothe 10T Infantry. AsaPrivate, he saw action in battlesa ChampagneMame, Aisne-Mame, . Michd,
and Meusa-Argonne, and was wounded twice in the soring and summer of 1918, Sumner became asoldier a
year after his brother, enligtingin Co. C, 73" Infantry in May of 1918. Whilein training a nearty Camp
Devas (later Fort Devens), he contracted influenza in the greet epidemic of that yeer. His mother travded
thereto carefor him, but he died of pneumonia on Sgatamber 23. Exactly ane month later, afew wesks before
the armidtice, Wdlace wes killed in action in France

Wadlace and Sumnar Woodward were the only soldiers from Berlin to die in the Firs World War. In 1920, in
their honor, the lower section of what was then Walnut Strest was renamed Woodward Avenue. Berlin's Pogt
162 of the American Legion, upon its esteblishment in August of 1919, was named the H. Wellace Woodward
Pog. Pfc. H. Wdlace Woodward's body wes brought home from France in 1921, and lay in datein Berlin's
Memorid Hall. A funerd service was held in the Town Hall on October 23, the third anniversary of his degth,
followed by burid in South Cametery with full military honors. The Woodward family was active in Berlin's
Methodigt Episcopd Church, and when the church building & the comer of Wanut and Cater Stredts, wes
renovated in 1924, agained glasswindow was dedicated to the memory of both Woodward brothers. When
the church dosad in 1940, the congregation gave the window to the American Legion Post. The Legion, in
tum, presanted the window for ingtdlation in the Firgt Parish Church during arenovation of that building in
1940,

The Bullard House in the mid-20*" century

Carie Woodward died in 1936, and her hugbend Charlesin 1940. In hiswill, CharlesWoodward bequesthed
the west ad of the house to James and Arvilla Bullard's granddaughter, Winifred Arvilla Bullard
Bergstrom. Bomin 1894, de wes the ddest child of their son William Sumner Bullard. She ad her
husband, Richard, did nat live in Berlin, but e hed cared for Mr. Woodward & the Bullard Housein his lagt
years. In 1941, de purchessd the esdt ed of the housefrom Walter Wheder, finally reuniting the entire
building and property under one owner.

(continued)
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The Berggroms kept the two-tenement arangematt of the house, however. Among their tenantsin the west
ddein the 1940s were Norman and Miriam Coldwell. Mr. Coldwell wes alongtimededer in building
mateids inBerlin Center. Harold and Rizpah Warbin were rentersfromthe later 1940s to 1952. Onthe et
ddein the 19405 the tenantswere Jrome and Ruth Mears. The Bergsroms mede severd  renovations to the
house including the ingtdlation of plumbing for both parts of the building, and adding the large shed dormer
to provide a sscond bedroom on the eest Side, which wias occupied by abrother of Mr. Bergstrom in the eaxrly
1950s Mrs. Berggsrom died in Holden in 1953, Richard Berggrom lived in the eedt tenament for afew years,
erecting the new garage before sdlling the entire property to Russdl and FHorence Hawkinsin 1956, With
the 1956 sde the 125year ownership and longtime occupancy by members of the Bullard family ended,
dthough the assodiation lingers in the name for the house that till endures today.

Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins hed purchased the Canter Store businessin 1955 and continued to operateit for severd
years. They occupied the west part of the house and rented out the esst end. They sold the housein 1960, ad
bought the large center gore building (built by Solomon Howe in 1813), moving their family there. In later
years Mr. Hawkins saved asBerlin'stax collector and Mrs. Hawkinswas employed a the town wefare
office in the Town Hall.

The Hawkins tenantsin the eedt tenament ware Roger and Vdary Bradley. The Bradleys hed met in the
military during the Koreen War. Mr. Bradley was later a commander in the Woodward Pogt of the American
Legion, and aBerlin palice officer for twenty years Mrs. Bradley later became atown sdectman. The
property was subssquently acquired by two more private owners, first as a single-family, owner-occupied
resdence, ad later as arentd property.

Ownership by the Town of Berlin.

In 1996 Joyce M. Zwickel sold the house to the Town of Berlin for use as amusaum of locd hisory  art,
unde the charge of the Berlin Historicad Commission. The purchass, goproved by a 1995 Town Mesting, was
asdged by the Berlin Art and Higtoricd Society, which since thet time hes hed respongibility for its
presarvation and maintenance, while the Town hesprovided fundsfor utilities and insurance. With labor by
dudents a the Assabet Valey Vocationd Schoal, the 1956 garage was renovated to become the home of the
Berlin higtoricd collection, under the supervison of the historica commisson. Since the purdhese by the
town, frequent events and private fundraising have provided support for the building, and ahost of dedicated
voluntears contribute much of the labor nesded to carry out the gods of the 2005 Bullard House Presarvation
Ran. The preservation plan was written by the Berlin Historica Commission, bessd in part on a 1996 visud
andyds by architecturd historian Brian Powe| through the consulting services of the Sodety for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities (now Higtoric New England). Ligting in the Nationa Regider is ds0
anecessry gepin qualifying for funding for the building's preservation.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known on the Bullard House property or in the generd area
(within onemile), dtesmay be present.  Environmental characteridtics of the property represent locationd
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of Native stes The
Bullard House is located on a wdll-drained, level to moderatdy doping glacid outwash plain in dose
proximity to wetlands. Beginning behind the building and continuing beyond the reer property line, the
ground rises sharply up the rocky, wooded hillside of Powderhouse Hill. Throughout this areg, sones are
present on the surface, rock outcrops are common, and bedrock is present dose to the surface. The Bullard
House foundation incorporates agood ded of ledgeinits congruction. Threetributary sreams of North
Brook and two unnamed ponds are located within 1,000 feet to the eet, south, and west of the property. North
Brook isatributary of the Asssbet River, which drainsthe entiretown of Berlin. Given the information
presmited above, the Sze of the nominated property (gpproximatdy 0.37 acres), known pattems of Neative
American settlemant in the centrd Massachusatts uplands, and levels of historic land uss, alow to moderate
potentid exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the Bullard House property.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Bullard House property.
Additiona higtorica research, combined with archaeologicd survey and testing, may locate structurd
evidence, features, and artifacts rdated to the complex building and land-use higtory that characterized the
Bullard House from the 18* through the 20* centuries. Structurd evidence mey survive from a shed-roofed
garaged | built in the 1920s againg the rear part of the eedt devation to house the town's firefighting
goparaus, gpparently replacing the northeadt ell. That addition was removed by the mid 20* century and
replaced by asmdl soreened porch, which was demoalished in tum afew decades|ater. In addition to dhanges
to the houss, higtoricd and archaeodlogicd reseerch mey do identify the Sites of bams, sables outbuildings,
and occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) that dso may survive on the property. A bam,
chicken coop, and a leest one mechanic's shop were located as late as 1870 approximatdy where the garage
dands today. An earlier amdl bam, gone by 1850, dso sood on the site of the mid 20* century garage. By
1895, aprivy or other amdl €l straddled the northeest comer of the building, and by 1910, a privy sood
agang the west end of the ca. 1850 kitchen. Againg the west ed of the northwest dll is the pipefor an
atesan well that was ussd until 1996. An earlier well(s) should dso exist.  In the older eet section of the
cdlar, eadt of the chimney bese and esdt foundation wall, two additiona foundation walls, about four feet
goart, extend underground for about thirteen feet. The meaning of thet additiona foundation is presently
unknown. Additiona higtorica research, combined with archaeologica survey and testing, may locate the Site
and function of the shop that continued to be indicated in tax vauations from 1860 to 1873 onthe Bullard
House property. Thereference mey beto the old blacksmith shop rdocated (from asite now located of f the
property) to aposition behind the house, or it may be for anewly built shop. By 1866 itislisted in tax
evauaions as a hoe shop.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property LESS THAN ONE ACRE.

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 282840 4695310

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 4.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Anne Forbes, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC
organization_ Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 2011
street & number_ 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form;

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties haying large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) .

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Berlin
street & number 23 Linden Street; PO Box 274 telephone 978-838-2442
city or town Berlin state MA Zip code 01503

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property are shown as Parod 15 on Berlin Assessor'sMap 10.3.

Boundary Jugtification
The Nationd Regiger boundaries are those of the 16,117 square-foat parcd a 4 Woodward Avenue on
which the Bullard Houseis located, and which was purchased by the Town in 1996.

(end)
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RESOURCE COUNT

C =contributing; NC = non-contributing
B= building; O =dbjett; S = dte

S = dructure
MAP#  NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
1 Bullard House ca 1780/1790s C B
2. Bergstrom garage 1956 NC B
3. Sygem offieldstonewalls ca 19" C. C S
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 1 1
STRUCTURES: 1 0
OBJECTS: 0 0
SITES: 0 0

TOTAL: TOTAL: 1
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Unless otherwise noted, all photographs are of the Bullard House, ca 1780/1790s, by Anne Forbes 2008

South faBede

View north, with faBade and northwest €ll
Weg devation

Rear devation

Garage (1956)

Entry hall (1790s)
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PLANS

1 Sketch plan of Bullard House and Berlin Town Hall properties.

View northwest, with main faBade and eedt devation

View of Bullard House, ca 1895. (Berlin Higtorica Collection) Photocopy.

2. Spofford, George R. Han of land of RussHl K. and Horence L. Hawkins. Decamber 4, 1959.

3. Sketch Hoor Flan of Bullard House: first and ssoond dories (Barry Eager, 2005).



Woodward Avenue

not to exact scale
PLAN 1. SKETCH PLOT PLAN OF BULLARD HOUSE
and TOWN HALL PROPERTIES
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8. View of Bullard House ca. 1895
(Berlin Historical Collection)






BOARD OF SELECTMEN

BERLIN, MASSACHUSETTS 01503

Phone: (978) 838-2442
Fax: (978) 838-0014

September 4, 2007

Massachusatts Historica Commission and Nationai Park Sarvice

Dear Public Officials:

The Sdectmen of Berlin have been informed of efforts of the local Historical
Commisson and the Berlin Art and Historical Society to place two Town-owned
buildings, the 1870 Town Hall (12 Woodward Avenue) and the ca. 1790 Bullard House
(4 Woodward Avenue), on the Nationad Regider of Historic PFlaces. We understand that
this means that no project utilizing Federd funds could ever include detruction of these
dructures. We ae ds0 aware that Federd tax credits and pendties, which Nationa
Regiger datustriggersfor private owners, would haveno effect for these buildings
owned by a municipality.

The Board of Sdectmen, as the chief dected officials of the Town (the buildingsowner),
supports the listing of these buildings on the National Regigter of Historic Places We
bdieve thislisting will assd in preserving these important structures by calling attention
to their importance.

Sincerdy,
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Valarv/j/Bradley
Clerk -J

Cc Historica Commission
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NAT. EME:-SE? Q. STORICRATES
The Commonwedth of Massachusaig- ™ &

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

duly 27, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following nomination form:
Bullard House, 4 Woodward Avenue, Berlin (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore |etter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \J
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historica Commission

encosure

(004 Ame Forbes conauitant
Bary Eege, Balin Higoricd Commisson
Judith Boomen, Berlin Board of Sdectmen Chair
Rondd Varruska, Belin Ranning Board Char

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



