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1. Name 

historic C a p t a i n James B e r r y House ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

and or common The B e r r y House 

OHB Ho. 1034-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received JUL 25666 
date entered 

2. Location 
street & number 37 Main Street N/A- not for publication 

city, town Harwich 

state Massachusetts code 025 code 

. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
; buildlng(s) 
. structure 
site 

. object 

Ownership 
public 

}L private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
in process 

N/4^in9 considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
"no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

J L - private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

James 0. Berry 

street ft number 37 Main Street 

city, town W. Ha rw i c h N / A - vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. B a r n s t a b l e County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street ft numlier Main Street/Route 6A 

city, town B a r n s t a b l e state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of 
t h e Commonweal t h # 59 ^as this property been determined eligible? yes . no 

date 1975 federal state . county tocal 

deposHory for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion . 80 B o v l s t o n S t r e e t 

^ . B o s t o n , %W» Massachi]<;Ptt<; 



7. Captain James Berry House, Harwich, Massachusetts 

Condition 
-JL excellent deteriorated 

. ruins 
unexposed 

Checl( one 
X unaltered 

altered 

Cliecit one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance 

Ihe Captain James Beiiy House faces noith onto Main Stieet (Route 28) in West 
Hazwich, one of five villages making up the tovm of Harwich on the Cape Cod 
peninsula. Ihe Gzeek Revival-style wood-fiams hoxjse, basically L-shaped in 
plan, was built ca. 1858. The nominated piopeity is located within the 
densely settled aiea that coaqn ises the centez of West Hazwich, a mix of 
lesidential and commezcial pzopezties \^ose dates of constzuction zange fzom 
ca. 1775 to the mid 20th centuzy. The Bezzy House is the only building in the 
azea s t i l l housing a single family. 

The one-acze lot on vdiich the house is situated is f lat, with a bzoad expanse 
of lawn. Fzonting the house aze five deciduous tzees, vhile fizs grow on the 
building's westezn side. The southezn pazt of the lot is wooded. Immediately 
suzzounding the house aze low plantings of azaleas, spzuce, fize thozn, and 
potentilla. 

Ihe house is set back about 40 feet fzan f̂ain Stzeet. Adziveway to the east 
of the house leads to a small bazn also built ca. 1358 (now used as a gazage 
and stozehouse) and automobile tuznazound azea. Av^ite fence, a modezn 
zeplacement of the one visible in an 1898 photogzai:^ (.̂ >pendiz I ) , zuns fzom 
the dziveway to the eastezn pzopezty line along Main Stzeet. 

The clapboazd-^eathed Bezzy House is izzegulaz in plan, with a sezies of ells 
a l l contempozazy with the main block. A consistent use of the vocabulary of 
classical oznament unifies the buildii^'s vazious pazts. (See flooz plan. 
Appendix I I . ) The house consists of a gable-fronted thzee-bay, side-entzy 
main block, 2 1/2 stozies in height (A), with two integzal ells: one (B) 
extends thzee bays to the east, is 1 1/2 stozies in height, and is fzcnted by 
a Dozic-columned poztico (now screened); located behind it is the second ell 
(C), which extends two bays to the south and includes a secondazy entrance 
fiam the driveway. At the zeaz of the building, an attached woodshed (D), 
also oziginal to the building, was expanded with a two-zoom addition (E) in 
1982. Ihe entize building zests on a brick foundation (E) , with bricks made 
by the West Barnstable Brick Company; othez than a small bzick-lined cizculaz 
cellar beneath the eastezn wing, theze is no basement. 

Ihe main block's nozthezn facade is fzamed by IDbzic pilastezs, on v^ich zests 
the steep-pitched front-facing gable with molded cornice and retmns. Ihe 
entzyway is aophasized with Itozic pilastezs fzaming a trabeated entzy 
suzzound. Windows, which aze 6/6, aze czowned by molded, pzojecting lintels. 
Ihe windows aze also flanked by blinds. > 

Ihe fluted Doric-columned portico, now screened and with entryways on its 
northern and eastern sides, doninates the thzee-bay eastezn e l l . A pazapet 
tops the poztico. Ihe gable zoof is piezced by a paiz of pzojecting 

Continued 
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gable-zoofed dozmezs (added 1949) and a tal l bzick chinney (zebuilt at some 
time in the 20th centmy). The lattez, set fozwazd of the ridge, is located 
at the roof's midpoint. 

On its eastezn side, the eastezn e l l contains a single window within its gable 
peak and, on the fizst stozy, a flat-zoofed polygonal bay with 2/1 sash, 
pzdbably added latez in the 19th centuzy. Also visible on the building's east 
facade is the zeaz southezn e l l , with its secondazy entzy with East lake-style 
flat-zoofed bzacketed hood. The two-bay woodshed, also defined by pilastezs 
and deep entablatme, although of a plainez vaziety, contains a single dooz 
and a 20th century window. 

The westezn side of the main block, shielded by a dense stand of fiz tzees, is 
two bays deep with windows capped by pzojecting lintels. A single dozmez, 
again a 1948 addition, is located in the gable zoof's southwestezn end. 
Fenestzation in the zeaz e l l ' s westezn facade is similaz to that in the main 
block. 

While the zeaz, southezn facade is dominated by the lazge modern addition, the 
latter's clapboazd extezioz, gable roof, corner boards, and cornice aze not 
out of keeping with the zest of the stzuctuze. Ihe zeaz facade of both zeaz 
el l and woodshed display zaking, molded cornice with zetxizns zesting on Dozic 
pilastezs. Each contains a single 6/6 window within its gable peak (that of 
the zeaz e l l is trabeated, viiile the woodshed window is more plainly enframed). 

Ihe Bezzy House zetains its intezioz plan and much of its tzim. Public and 
fozmal zooms aze located at the fzont of the building, while sezvice azeas sue 
sited at the zeaz. Ihe bzicklined cizculaz celleu, such as is found in a 
nuidsez of Cape houses, is accessible fzom the kitchen in the rear e l l . 

The freestanding bazn is 1 1/2 stozies in height, two bays wide, and topped by 
a zaked gable zoof. A single-stozy e l l , one bay wide, extends to the east. 
Formerly a two-stall horse bazn (now a gazage), the building zetains its 
simply enfzamed bazn dooz with l intel . A carriage barn and three-stage 
windmill, which formerly stood to the west of the barn, are no longer standing. 

Archaeology 
While no pzehistozic sites aze cuzzently zecozded on the pzopezty, it is 
possible that sites may be pzesent given the lazge lot size and pzoximity of 
the Hezzing Rivez. Any survival-would be significant since the patterns of 
prehistoric occupation in Hazwich aze not well undezstood. 

Continued 



NPS Fom 10-800-1 OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the Interior 
Natiofial Parit Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 
Captain James Berry House, Harwich, Massachusetts  

Item number 7 Page 

Theze is also potential foz significant histozical archaeological featuzes. 
Archaeological testing could be used to document the location of structures no 
longez extant, svich as the cazziage bazn and windnill, as well as the ovezall 
configuzation of the family buildings. Occupation zelated featuzes (pzivies, 
wells, tzashpits) aze also likely. Cazeful sanpling and analysis of these 
featuzes would help to document the social, cultmal and eccnomic pattezns 
which chazactezized this pzospSrous mazitime oziented family duzing the last 
half of the 19th centuzy. 



3a S i g n i f i c a n c e captain James Berry House, Harwich, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_>< 1800-1899 
1900-

Aroas of Significance—Checit and justify IMIOW 
archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_X architecture 
_ art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

X other (specify) 
maritime history 

Speci f ic dates 1858 Builder/Architect Unknown 
statement of Significance (in one paragrapli) 

Ihe Captain James Bezzy House, located in the Hazwich village of West Hazwich, 
zetains integzity of locaticn, design, setting, matezials, feeling, 
wDzknanship, and association. The Gzeek Revival-style dwelling is a 
zemazkably intact asseoblage of main block and ells unified by a consistent 
application of well-executed decozative detailing. Ihe house holds 
associations with Hazwich's mazitime past and with a pzominent family of local 
mazinezs. Built in the mid 19th centuzy to house a sea captain and his 
family, the Bezzy House continued to sheltez seafaring menbezs of the Berry 
family into the twentieth centuzy. Ihe house has zemained in continuous 

zesidential use by the Bezzy family to the pzesent day. Ihe Captain James 
Bezzy House thus fu l f i l s Czitezia B and C of the National Registez of Histozic 
Places on the local level. 

Hazwich, incozpozated in 1694, was by the mid 18th centuzy an azea of 
dispezsed settlement with sevezal developing loci of population. West Hazwich 
was one of sevezal villages that gzew up south of I^wich Centez and just 
nozth of the coast. Fishing, vhaling, and maritime-zelated tzade had, by the 
eve of the Revolution, become the town's pzincipal business. Aftez the waz, 
with the collapse of the viiale fishezies, fishing along Harwich's southezn 
coast became inczeasingly inpoztant. Main Stzeet, established in the eazly 
19th centmy, pzovided a southezn east-west zoute linking Harwich's coastal 
villages and stinulating both zesidential and commezcial construction. 

Eazly in the Fedezal peziod, Hazwich's fishezies—pzedominantly hazvesting 
codfish—made the town one of the thzee lazgest fishing centezs on the Cape. 
In 1802, theze weze 15-20 vessels engaged in shoze fishing with four othezs of 
100 tons each active in cod fishing off Newfoundland and Labzadoz. By 1851, 
the t<7«n's peak yeaz, Hazwich had 48 fishing vessels at sea employing almost 
600 men and boys. Ihe coasting btisiness and ovezseas tzade also thzived in 
Hazwich. In 1865, Hazwich tzade was the thizd most pzospezous on the Cape 
(following hez neighbozs, Dennis and Baznstable), with 36 packets and 
three-masted vessels eoploying 131 men sailing from hez coves. Aftez the 
Civil Waz, with the intzoduction of the Cape Cod Centzal Railzoad, the 
coasting tzade diminished somewhat, but Hazwich continued to send mazinezs to 
sea in lazge fishing and tzade vessels into the 20th centuzy. Among the 
town's seafauing families weze the Bezzys of Main Stzeet, West Hazwich. A 
fledgling shipbtiilding industzy, bazz el-making, and some salt manufactuze weze 
also pzesent. Ihe Hezzing Rivez azea, just up the east of West Hazwich, 
became the majoz shipbuilding centez. 

Ihe nominated pzopezty, a well-detailed Gzeek Revival-style house on West 
Hazwich's Main Stzeet, was built foz James Bezzy (1826-1881), menbez of an 
eazly Cape family (his ancestor Richeud Bezzy was living in the azea as eazly 
as 1643). Captain Bezzy, the fizst sea captain in his family, s a r stez 

Continued 
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mazinez and ownez of seven mez chant bazquentines bezthed in Hazwich. In the 
mid 1850s, with the pzofits fzom his successful business, he was able to build 
a zathez lazge dwelling to house his family vdiile he was off at sea. ^pon 
theiz zetxun to port after long voyages, C^pt. Bezzy and othez Hazwich 
mazinezs weze often feted with pazades down lifein Stzeet. Ihe house, s t i l l in 
possession of the Bezzy family, zetains a nimfeer of souvenirs acquired by the 
captain duzing his voyages, including vases fzom the Orient, zvigs fzom the 
Middle East, ship paintings, a {^oto album depicting fzlends fzom fozeign 
pozts, and a lazge libzazy. While on a voyage off the coast of Afzica in 
1881, Capt. Bezzy died as a zesult of a seveze case of zheumatism. His son 
Osmyn, v^o was along on the voyage, packed his fathez's body in salt to 
pzesezve it until a pzopez buzial could be held in West Hazwich. Bezzy's 
widow, Mazinda, siissequently mazzied hez husband's bz othez, Hsnzy Bezzy 
(1833-1905), also a s^a captain, and the Bezzys zemained at the house on Main 
Stzeet \intil theiz deaths in the eazly 20th centuzy. Haiuy Bezzy, who went to 
sea at the age of nine in 1842, was a mastez mazinez foz 26 of the 43 yeazs he 
was at sea. 

Osmyn Bezzy (1865-1935) was the thizd seagoing membez of the family to own the 
house. By 1885, viien he was 20, Osmyn Bezzy had cizcumnavigated the globe 
thzee times. Hs, too, became a mastez mazinez, zeceiving his papezs at age 19 
as the youngest captain in the nation. In July 1914, Osmyn Bezzy became the 
f irst to navigate the Cape Cod Canal. 

Ihe present occupant of the house, Osmyn Berry's grandson, is syndicated 
cartoonist James Osn^ Berry, who with his family uses the house as a sinmer 
residence. Ihe recent addition of a studio at the rear of the house was made 
to suit the needs of a modern family and is in keeping with the size, scale, 
and detail of the original structiue. 

Ihe Berry House is significant both under Criterion B, for its associations 
with the Berry family, and under Czitezion C, as the well-pzesezved endxidiment 
of a distinctive style and p>eziod of constzuction. The Gzeek Revival style 
was a populaz building style in mid 19th centvizy Hazwich, but most weze modest 
1 1/2-stozy dwellings. Ihe 2 1/2-stozy Bezzy Ikuse is moze unusual, both foz 
its size and foz the unity of its extended plan and elabozation. Ihe 
appazently integzal e l l s to side and zeaz aze linked to the main block by the 
Dozic-co limned pozch with pazapet, which fronts the side e l l , and by a 
coherent and consistent use of corner boards and broad entablature, and 
trabeated dooz and window suzzounds throughout the building. Ihe house is a 
fully detailed and remarkably intact example of the Greek Revival style. 



9a ajor B b ograph cal References 

(See continuation sheet) 

10a Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property One acre 

Quadrangle name Harwich, Mass. 
UTM References 
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Vartoal boundary daacription and Justiflcation 

See assessor's map. 

List all states and counties for proportios overlapping stata or county boundaries 

state N/A code— county code 

state code county code 

11a Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, MH€v-wlth Oames 0. Berry 

organization Massachijf;ett«; Hi«;t.nrica1 nnmmi«;«;inn •limp IQftfi 

street & numt>er jjQ Bovlston Street telephone 617-727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12a State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state -)L- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
1,1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion In ttte National Register and certify that It ttas been evaluated 

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationai Park Service. 

I State Historic Preservation Officer signature YrttXf )u JC ( (JLOMAM^ 

^ Z ~. 1 Massachusetts H i s t o r i ^ l 
tHIe Executive D i r e c t o r , CQmpdssion date 

Fbr NPS UMonly 
I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

date 

KMper of the National Rbgistor 

Attaat' 
Chief of Registration 
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Bais ly , C la i r L. , "Greelc Revival Arch i tec tu re , " Cape Cod L i f e . Issue # 2, 
1984 (Early Summer), pp. 52-54. 

Barnstable County Registry of Deeds, Book #632, p. 593, and Book #161, p. 553. 

Berry Family Ships Logs, Charts, and Related Documents. 

Cape Cod Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 417, Harwich, MA 02645 (Miss Louise 
Kel ley, Chairman). 

Harwich H i s t o r i c a l , Harwich, MA 02645 (Annie M. Nickerson, Secretary). 

Harwich His tor ica l Commission, Harwich Men of the Sea (1977), pp. 7, 8, 31 . 

Oral His tory : James Berry (b . 1904-d. 1967), Son of Capt. Osmyn Berry. 

Perry, E.G. , A Tr ip Around Cape Cod. Boston: Charles S. Binner, 1898 (n .p . ) . 

Sw i f t , Charles F., The History of Old Yarmouth (ed. C. A. Holbrook, J r . ) , 
Yarmouth Por t , MA: The His tor ica l Society of Old Yarmouth, 1975. 

Yarmouth His tor ica l Society, The Berry Family of Yarmouth. Yarmouth Library 
#80. 1912. 
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n resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
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n appeal 

Substantive Review: CZl sample C I request D appeal 

Worl<ing No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 

JUL 2 5 1986 

i-eo. neg. uate: / / 
Date Due: ^ > / / ^ ^ - ^/^X<f^&> 
Action _'ACCEPT 

. t r f f f fuRN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: ^technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

HH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
• clarity 
CZl applicable criteria 
en justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Ciuadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

'13. Other 

CU Maps 
[^Photographs 
C J Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

c i j . . ^ I y y / ' - f ^ ^ Date / / y ^ ° Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data . 4-

I continuation sheet 

Nomination retumed for: . .^ technica l corrections dted below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name "\... 

Z Location 

3. Clatsification 

Cattgory Ownwrship Status 
Public Acquisition Accmiblc 

Present Uw WW**ei'* Cattgory Ownwrship Status 
Public Acquisition Accmiblc 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of l.egai Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligiblt? G yes CD no 

7. Description . . 

Condition Chack one Clwck on« 

CDexctltont . •v̂  CU drtsriormd ^ 
I I good CD ruins 
CD fiir CU unexposed 

unaltered 
- J k l O * (—1 . 

I I altered 

• original rita 

moved data. 

Descrilae the present and original (if known) physical appeerance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
CD boundary selection ^ 
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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received JUL 251986 
date entered 

historic C a p t a i n James B e r r y House ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

and or common The B e r r y House 

2. Location 
street & number 37 Main Street N/A not for publication 

city, town Harwich M/A vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Rflrn<;'-=!hlp code nni 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X building(s) X private 

. structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

U/t^ing considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
worit in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
parit 

^ private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name James 0 . B e r r y 

street & number 37 Main S t r e e t 

city,town W. Ha rw ich M/A vicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. B a r n s t a b l e County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Main Street/Route 6A 

city, town B a r n s t a b l e state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 
t h e ComiTiOnweal t h # 59 has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1975 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission. 80 Bovlston Street 

city, B o s t o n , state Massachusetts 



7. P e S C r p t o n captain James Berry House, Harwich, Massachusetts 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

— r ^ ^ i * * ? * S ^ ^̂ -̂  altered moved date 
1̂ fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Hie Captain James Beiiy House faces noith onto Main Stieet (Route 28) in West 
Haiwich, one of five villages making up the town of Harwich on the Cape Cod 
peninsula. The Gieek Revival-style wood-fiame house, basically L-shaped in 
plan, was built ca. 1858. The nominated piopeity is located within the 
densely settled aiea that compi ises the centei of West Haiwich, a mix of 
lesidential and comoieicial piopeities vAiose dates of constmction lange fiom 
ca. 1775 to the mid 20th centtny. The Beiiy Hoiase is the only building in the 
aiea s t i l l housing a single family. 

The one-acie lot on which the house is situated is flat, with a bioad expanse 
of lawn. Fionting the house aie five deciduous tiees, viiile f i i s giow on the 
building's western side. The southern pait of the lot is wooded. Immediately 
suiiounding the hotise aie low plantings of azaleas, spiuce, f i ie thorn, and 
potentilla. 

The house is set back about 40 feet fion Nfein Stieet. A di iveway to the east 
* , of the hoxjse leads to a small bain also built ca. 1§58 (now tased as a gaiage 

and stoiehouse) and automobile tuinaiound aiea. Avrfiite fence, a modem 
leplacement of the one visible in an 1898 photogiaph (^^endix I ) , luns fiCKn 
the diiveway to the eastern piopeity line along Main Stieet. 

The clapboaid-sheathed Beiiy House is iiiegulai in plan, with a seiies of ells 
a l l contetrpoiaiy with the main block. A consistent use of the vocabulaiy of 
classical ornament unifies the building's vaiious paits. (See flooi plan, 
Appendix I I . ) The house consists of a gable-flonted thiee-bay, side-entiy 
main block, 2 1/2 stoiies in height (A), with two integial ells: one (B) 
extends thiee bays to the east, is 1 1/2 stoiies in height, and is fionted by 
a Doiic-colvmned poitico (now scieened); located behind it is the second ell 
(C), which extends two bays to the south and includes a secondaiy entiance 
fiom the di iveway. At the leai of the building, an attached woodshed (D), 
also oi iginal to the building, was expanded with a two-ioon addition (E) in 
1982. The entiie building lests on a biick foundation (E), with biicks made 
by the West Bamstable Bi ick Conpany; othei than a small biick-lined ciiculai 
cellai beneath the eastern wing, theie is no basement. 

The main block's noithein facade is fiamed by Doi ic pilasteis, on vrftiich lests 
the steep-pitched fiont-facing gable with molded cornice and letums. The 
entiyway is emphasized with Doiic pilasteis fiaming a tiabeated entiy 
suiiound. Windows, viiich aie 6/6, aie ciowned by molded, piojecting lintels. 
The windows aie also flanked by blinds. r:r\ C » 

The fluted Doi ic-columned poitico, now scieened and with entiyways on its 
noithein and eastem sides, dominates the thiee-bay eastem e l l . Apaiapet 
tops the poitico. The gable loof is pieiced by a paii of piojecting 

Continued 
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gable-ioofed doimeis (added 1948) and a t a l l b i ick chimney ( lebui l t at some 
time in the 20th century). The l a t t e i , set foiwaid of the lidge, is located 
at the I oof's midpoint. 

On i t s eastern side, the eastem e l l contains a single window within i t s gable 
peak and, on the f i i s t stoiy, a f la t - ioofed polygonal bay with 2/1 sash, 
piobably added latei in the 19th centuiy. Also vis ible on the building's east 
facade is the leai southern e l l , wi th i t s secondaiy entiy with Eastlake-style 
f la t - ioofed biacketed hood. The two-bay Awoodshed, also defined by pilasteis 
and deep entablature, although of a plainei vai ie ty, contains a single dooi 
and a 20th centuiy window. 

The westem side of the main block, shielded by a dense stsind of f i i tiees, is 
two bays deep with windows capped by piojecting l i n t e l s . A single doimei, 
again a 1948 addition, is located in the gable ioof ' s southwestein end. 
Fenestiation in the leai e l l ' s western facade is similai to that in the main 
block. 

While the l ea i , southern facade is dominated by the laige modem addition, the 
l a t t e i ' s clapboaid ex te i io i , gable loof, coinei boaids, and cornice aie not 
out of keeping with the lest of the st iuctuie. The leai facade of both leai 
e l l and woodshed display laking, molded cornice with letums lesting on Doiic 
pi lasteis . Each contains a single 6/6 window within i t s gable peak (that of 
the leai e l l is tiabeated, vi i i le the woodshed window is moie plainly enfiamed). 

The Beiiy House i eta ins i t s i n t e i i o i plan and much of i t s t i i m . Public and 
foimal looms aie located at the f iont of the building, vi i i le seivice aieas aie 
sited at the l ea i . The biicklined c i icu la i c e l l a i , such as is found in a 
nunbei of Cape houses, is accessible fiom the kitchen in the leai e l l . 

The fieestanding bam is 1 1/2 stoiies in height, two bays Awide, and topped by 
a laked gable loof. A single-stoiy e l l , one bay wide, extends to the east. 
Foimei ly a two-stall hoise bam (now a gaiage), the building i eta ins i t s 
simply enfiamed bam dooi with l i n t e l . A caiiiage bam and three-stage 
windni l l , which foimeily stood to the west of the bam, aie no longei standing. 

Archaeology 
While no piehistoiic sites aie cui ient ly lecoided on the piopeity, i t is 
possible that sites may be piesent given the laige lot size and pioximity of 
the Helling Rivei. Any suivival would be significant since the pattems of 
piehistoiic occupation in Haiwich aie not well undeistood. 

Continued 
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Theie is also po ten t ia l f o i s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o i i c a l aichaeological featuies . 
Archaeological test ing could be used to document the locat ion of s t iuc tu ies no 
longei extant, such as the ca i i iage bam and w i n d m i l l , as we l l as the overa l l 
conf igu ia t ion of the family bu i ld ings . Occupation related featuies ( p i i v i e s , 
we l l s , t i a shp i t s ) aie also l i k e l y . Caieful sanpling and analysis of these 
features would help to document the soc i a l , c u l t u i a l and economic patterns 
which chaiacteiized th i s piosperous maiitime oi iented family dui ing the last 
ha l f of the 19th centmy. 



8. S ign i f icance Captain James Berry House, Harwich, Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_X architecture 
_ art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

X other (specify) 
marit ine history 

Specific dates 1858 Buiider/Arcliitect Unknown 

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Captain James Beiiy House, located in the Haiwich village of West Haiwich, 
letains in teg i i ty of location, design, setting, mateiials, feeling, 
woikmanship, and association. The Gieek Revival-style dwelling is a ' 
lanaikably intact asseiriDlage of main block and el ls unif ied by a consistent 
application of well-executed decoiative detai l ing. The house holds 
associations wi th Haiwich's maiitime past and with a piominent family of local 
maiineis. Bui l t in the mid 19th centuiy to house a sea captain and his 
family, the Beiiy House continued to sheltei seafaiing meni)eis of the Beiiy 
family into the twentieth centuiy. The house has lemained in continuous 

lesidential use by the Beiiy family to the piesent day. The Captain James 
Beiiy House thus f u l f i l s C i i t e i i a B and C of the National Registei of Histoiic 
Places on the local level . 

Haiwich, incoipoiated in 1694, was by the mid 18th centuiy an aiea of 
dispeised settlanent with seveial developing loci of population. West Haiwich 
was one of seveial villages that giew up south of Haiwich Centei and just 
noith of the coast. Fishing, vhaling, and maiitime-ielated tiade had, by the 
eve of the Revolution, become the town's piincipal business. Af te i the wai, 
with the collapse of the \^ale f isheiies, f i sh i r^ along Haiwich's southern 
coast became incieasingly impoitant. Main Stieet, established in the eaily 
19th centuiy, piovided a southern east-west loute l inking Haiwich's coastal 
villages and stiraalating both lesidential and comneicial constiuction. 

Eaily in the Fedeial peiiod, Haiwich's fisheiies—pi edominantly halves ting 
codfish—made the town one of the thiee largest f ishing centeis on the Cape. 
In 1802, theie weie 15-20 vessels engaged in shoie fishing with foui otheis of 
100 tons each active in cod f ishing o f f Newfoimdland and Labiadoi. By 1851, 
the town's peak yeai, Haiwich had 48 fishing vessels at sea employing almost 
600 men and boys. The coasting business and oveiseas tiade also thiived in 
Haiwich. In 1865, Haiwich tiade was the t h i i d most piospeious on the Cape 
(following hei neighbois, Dennis and Bamstable), with 36 packets and 
thieeTnasted vessels enqjloying 131 men sail ing fiotn hei coves. Af te i the 
Civ i l Wai, with the intioduction of the Cape Cod Cential Railioad, the 
coasting tiade diminished someviiat, but Haiwich continued to send maiineis to 
sea in laige f ishing and tiade vessels into the 20th centuiy. Anong the 
town's seafaiing families weie the Beiiys of Main Stieet, West Haiwich. A 
fledgling shipbuilding industiy, ban el-making, and some salt manufactuie weie 
also piesent. The Hen ing Rivei aiea, jiost up the east of West Haiwich, 
became the majoi shipbuilding centei. . , 

The nominated piopeity, a well-detailed Gieek Revival-style house on West 
Haiwich's Main Stieet, was b u i l t f o i James Beiiy (1826-1881), merrbei of an 
eaily Cape family (his ancestoi Richaid Beiiy was l i v ing in the aiea as eaily 
as 1643). Captain Beiiy, the f i i s t sea captain i n his family, was a mastei 

' ' I * 
Continued 
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10. 

(See continuation sheet) 
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state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, MHC, with Games 0. Berry 

organization Massachusetts His tor ica l Cornnissinn Junp 1Q.% 

street & numt>er uQ Boyiston Street telephone 617 -727 -8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National hiistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to tiie criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \ d J i l \ x J ^ \ 0 L J 2 / ' 

title 

r- . . . Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Lxecutive u i r e c t o r , cqminis s i o n ' date ^1 1 lisO 

For NPS use only 
I haraby cartify that this property is included in the Nationai Register 

Entered In the 
Nat ional R > g ^ n r date 

AttMt date 

Chief of Registration 
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mai inei and ownei of seven mei chant baiquentines beithed in Haiwich. In the 
mid 1850s, with the p i o f i t s fiom his successful business, he was able to build 
a lathei laige dwelling to house his family while he was of f at sea. Upon 
theii return to poit a f t e i long voyages, Capt. Beiiy and othei Haiwich 
maiineis weie often feted with paiades down lifain Stieet. The house, s t i l l in 
possession of the Beiiy family, letains a nunijer of souveniis acquiied by the 
captain dui ing his voyages, including vases fiom the Orient, lugs fiom the 
Middle East, ship paintings, a photo album depicting filends from foieign 
poits, and a laige l i b i a ry . While on a voyage of f the coast of Af i ica in 
1881, Capt. Beiiy died as a lesult of a seveie case of iheimHtian. His son 
Osmyn, who was along on the voyage, packed his fathei 's body in salt to 
pieseive i t u n t i l a piopei bu i i a l could be held in West Haiwich. Beiiy 's 
widow, Maiinda, si±)sequently maiiied hei husband's biothei . Hemy Beny 
(1833-1905), also a sea captain, and the Beiiys lemained at the house on Main 
Stieet u n t i l thei i deaths in the eaily 20th centuiy. Heniy Beiiy, who went to 
sea at the age of nine in 1842, was a mastei maiinei f o i 26 of the 43 yeais he 
was at sea. 

Osmyn Beiiy (1865-1935) was the t h i i d seagoing membei of the family to own the 
house. By 1885, when he was 20, Osmyn Beiiy had ciicutmavigated the globe 
thiee times. He, too, became a mastei maiinei, leceiving his papeis at age 19 
as the youngest captain in the nation. In July 1914, Osmyn Beiiy became the 
f i i s t to navigate the Cape Cod Canal. 

The piesent occupant of the hovise, Osntyn Beiiy 's giandson, is S3mdicated 
caitoonist James Osmyn Beiiy, who with his family uses the house as a sumnei 
lesidence. The lecent addition of a studio at the leai of the house was made 
to suit the needs of a modem family and is in keeping with the size, scale, 
and detail of the oi iginal stiuctvue. 

The Beiiy House is significant both undei Ci i t e i ion B, f o i i t s associations 
with the Beiiy family, and undei C i i t e i i on C, as the well-pieseived arbodiment 
of a dis t inct ive style and peiiod of constiuction. The Gieek Revival style 
was a populai building style in mid 19th centuiy Haiwich, but most weie modest 
1 1/2-stoiy dwellings. Ihe 2 1/2-stoiy Beiiy Ifouse is moie imusual, both foi 
i t s size and fo i the unity of i t s extended plan and elaboiation. The 
appaientiy integial e l l s to side and leai aie linked to the main block by the 
Doiic-colurmed poich with paiapet, which fionts the side e l l , and by a 
coheient and consistent use of coinei boaids and bioad entablatuie, and 
tiabeated dooi and window suiiounds thioughout the building. The house is a 
f u l l y detailed and letnaikably intact example of the Gieek Revival style. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Stale Historic Preservation Officer 

July 21, 1986 

Carol Shull 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms, Shull, 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Duxbury, OLD SHIPBUIIDER'S HISTORIC DISTRICT, located on both sides of 
Washington Street from Rowien Avenue to just north of South Duxbury. 

Harwich, BERRY, CAPTAIN JAMES HOUSE, 37 Main Street, 

Harwich, SOUTH MEHHDIST CHURCH, 270 Chatham Doad. 

Needham, SMIIH, JAMES HOUSE, 706 Great Plain Avenue. 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the 
meeting and were afforded the opportunity to coiiinent. Coirments 
received to date are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J, Zinmerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

SJZ/dr 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 
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The Commonweahh of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

September 12, 1986 

Ms. Dolores Byers 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

re: Captain James Berry House, Harwich, Massachusetts 

Dear Ms. Byers, 

Enclosed please find the nomination for the Captain James Berry House, 37 
Main Street, Harwich, Massachusetts with a set of photos included. 

I want to mention my concern as to the whereabouts of the original set of 
photos. Before sending the nomination, both my staff and I thoroughly 
checked this nomination and are certain that a set of photos was included 
in the package. Since we do not have an extra set in office, we are 
sending you our copies of the photos. Perhaps the photos were lost in the 
mail or on their way to your desk? We have requested another set from the 
owner. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me i f you have any further questions, or 
if you possibly find the missing photos. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Zimmerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 2 2 1986 


