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The present Montgomery Ward store at 24 South Main in Fort
Scott was originally the south part of a large business block known
as the Union Block. The building to the north, presently the Ben
Franklin store, was also part of the original Union Block, but
the identical ornamental iron on its east front was recently removed
and replaced with modern metal 31d1ng. :

The Montgomery Ward store is a rectangular three-story commer-
cial building in the Renaissance style which faces east. The build-
ing is approximately 40 feet wide and 120 feet from front to back.
The top of the roof parapet is about 50 feet high. The walls are
constructed of red brick laid in a running bond pattern. Stamped
ornamental metal covers the east facade except for the first floor
'where a new front of glass, plastic, -and metal has been installed.
The roof is flat ‘and is concealed behind the parapet. Window open-
ings: on the ‘east front are rectangular. 'The window sills, jambs,
and lintels?are covered with ornamental metal. Enhancing the appear-
ance of thefcornlce are two prOJectlng arched panels on the east
front. The§w1ndows on the brick south wall are paired in rectan-
gular openlngs. These windows have stone sills. The lintels are
arched on top and decoratively treated as are the stone columns
separating the paired windows. An ornamental metal cornice ter-
~minates the south wall at the roof line. The windows in the west
wall are very 51mply treated with brick sills and shallow arched
brick llntels.

In addltlon to the changes to the east facade, there have been
some alteratlons on the south; one set of paired windows has been
bricked up, and what was apparently a side entrance at the southwest
corner has been cloged The .interior has been considerably altered,
but the orlglnal staircase is Stlll in use.
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The' Unlonfblock in Fort Scott was erected in 1884 by
several local merchants, each of whom built.and owned his portion
of the business block. The south part of the block, which j
now the Montgomery Ward store, was built by Dr. J. E. Westervelt,
a longtime Fort Scott businessman. When the building was erected,
J. E. Westervelt and Company was a dry goods and carpet concern
doing both. a'wholesale and a retail business. In late 1886 Wester-
velt sold the retail part of his operation to J. B. and R. O.
White, who established the firm of White Brothers on the first
floor of Westervelt's building. For a short time Westervelt
retained the use of the second and third floors and the basement
for his wholesale concern; however, within a year or so he had
moved to a different location. By 1905 the firm of White Brothers
had been succeeded by the White~Osbun Mercantile Company. In
1930 the Cole Brothers Dry Goods Store was in the building, and
by the late 1930's the Montgomery Ward store had been establlshed

.\}Q 1ts present location.

->* 75C “mi&€ Union Block stands ds evidehde of the condern of l9th
century Kansas businessmen for and their dedication to fine and
lasting architecture. The Union Block is a well preserved examp
of Kansas urban commercial architecture designed in the Renaissance
style as well as an outstanding example of the use of ornamental
metal. : ,
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Scott City Directories by various publishers, 1885, 1888, 1889-1890,
1891-1892, 1896~1897; 1898, 1905, 1930, 1938, 1948, 1959.

Scott Weekly Monitor, May 29, 1884. ’
‘Scott Monitor, January 1, 1886.

Scott Daily Monitor, January 1, 1888.
Scott Tribune, January 1, 1887.
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