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1. Name of Property
historic name Apache Motel
other name/site number

2. Location

streets town 166 S. 400 East » not for publication
city or town Moab e vicinity
state Utah code uT county Grand code 019 zip code 84532

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this KI nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and rpeets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property Kl meets Q*gesjTot meet theNational Register"criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally nAtalewide H loc9UyL.(_"See”3ontinuati<* stheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

Utah Division of State Historv. Office of Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natiemal Park Service Certification
| hereby oertify that the property is: :ure of the Ke* Date of Action

H entered in the National Register.
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register.
« removed from the National
Register.
« other, (explain:)



Apache Motel
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(check as many boxes as apply) (check only one box)
* public-local » district
A private K building{s)
* public-State » site
D public-Federal e structure
* object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.]

N/A

6. Function or Use!
Historic Function

(Enter categories from instructions)

D8MESTI8: hotel/motel
COM E/TRADE: restaurant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instmctions)

MODERN MOVEMENT: other

Narrative Description

Moab, Grand Countv, Utah
City, County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing

2 2 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: hotel/motel

*Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE

walls BRICK, WOODAiVeatherboard
CONCRETE (concrete block)

roof ASPHALT (shingle), OTHER: built-up

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

jSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7
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Narrative Description

The Apache Motel, located & 166 S 400 Eadt in Moab, Utah, is a two-story, 33-unit motel built of brick
between 1954 ad 1955, An extenson, covered in wood sding, was built circa 1958 a the south end. The
motel complex includes two contributing buildings (motel ad pool house), two non-contributing buildings
(mobile home and shed), two contributing structures (pool and wall), and one contributing object (sign). All
contributing resources were built between 1954 and 1955. The non-contributing resources dated from the
1980s The exterior and interior of the motel hes had some minor modifications sncethe period of significance
from 194 to 1958. The property is 0.95 aoreswith landscaping around the pool area, and parking aress in front
of the units and to the south.

Motel ' e ®
Condtrucfion on the Apache Motel was begun in the fall of 1954 and completed by the spring of 1955. The
original building hes aroughly rectangular footprint measuring approximately 50 feet by 121 feet with the long
ddefacing400 Ead. The building isframeand shesthed in mulfi-colored brick." The brick islaid in arunning
bond with flush, light-colored mortarjoints. The foundafion is concrete, but not visible above grade. The motel
originally had aflat, built-up roof. The exposad raftersae original and extend the entire depth of the building
to support the over-hanging eaves on the eet and west elevations. The current roof hes a low gable with the
ridgeline paralld to the dreet. It is covered in agphdt shingles with wide vertical boards covering the gable
ends The roof line was rebuilt possbly in 1963 during a remodeling noted on the tax cards The origina

congruction included a patio & the south end with a carport underneeth. Around 1958, the patio and carport

were endosed to expand the original dining room.” This addition extended the building footprint fifteen feetin
length to the south. It wrapped around the southwest comer extending the width of the footprint five feet to the
west for a distance of 40 feet. The two-story addition is sheathed in wide clapboard siding painted beige with
turquoise accents

The facadeis the et elevation paradld to 400 Eas. The lower level hes nine units and an office. The upper
level hes ten units. The origina portion of the motel has nine room doors on eech level. The doors ae paired
with the exception of the single doors a the north end. Each unit hes a newer security door painted ether
turquoise or dark brown with akick-plate. Thereis an additiona unit on the upper level of the south addition.
The office door is full-glass (circa 1990). The windows ae the original wood sash windows. Each window hes
a centra picture window flanked by casament windows with a five-light transom. The upper window in the
addition is identical to the 1954-1955 windows and may have been moved from one of the rear units during the

Oral tradition suggests that the brick dates from the 1930s and was salvaged from the demolition of another building;
however, there is no primary evidence to support this statement and newspaper accounts of the construction do not
mention the origin of the brick. The brick has a soft-edged, weathered look, but is consistent with similar brick produced in
the 1950s.

A Liens placed on the property in 1958 indicated there was some construction work at the time. Interviewees for the
nomination were fairly certain the addition/extension was built prior to 1960. The tax records note a remodeling in 1963,
but there is no lien or other record that would indicate the type of remodel work.
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expandon. Thewindow sssh is painted ether turquoise or dark brown depending on the location. Below each
window isavent. > <

The exposed rafters, soffits and fascia ae painted turquoise. The balcony deck and the three-pipe rall ae
original, athough the wire infill does not gopear in a 1955 photograph and is alater addition (date unknown).
Therail ispanted white. There are two metd dairs, one & each end of the evation. The wes (rear) eevation
is smilar, dthough only six unit doors ae visible on eech level. A few were obscured by the addition, which
encdlosad the south one-third of the evation. The north elevation is ablank brick wall except for the turquoise-
painted gable trim, the raingpouts & each comer and the lettering Apache Motel just under the gable on the eest
(dreet) Sde.

The two-story addition was essentidly the enclosure of the sscond floor patio and a carport on the main level
wrapping around the rear of thebuilding. The main feature of the addition is apair of large octagonad windows
on the main level, one eech on the eest and south devations. On the south eevation, the four upper windows
match the original windowsand may have been moved from the rear (west eevation) when the addition was
built. The window sash is painted turquoise and the windows have metal awnings. On the lower levd of the
south elevation are four pictures windowson the west half  Five of the south éevation windows have vents
Originally there was a &t of double doors leading to the pool-patio from the when the current lobby was part of
the dining room. When the dining room was converted to the lobby in 1977, the doors were blocked. The
former doors are marked by two sts of duminum dliding windows (circa 1977) and three concrete seps (circa
1958). Therear of the addition extends 55 feet acrossthe wes (rear) elevation.

There are two rear doors on the main level of therear elevation. The upper level features one origina window
(moved in 1958, now with awning), arear door, a 9de door, and two smal windows. A plain metd dair leeds
from the rear door of the additiond to the ground level. The rear elevation of the addition is fairly utilitarian
and includes access from the former kitchen (now pat of the manager's gpartment). A large round
chimneystack, painted black, is placed above the former kitchen area

The interior of the Apache Motdl includes approximately 14,262 squere feet of goace divided equally between
the two floors. Thereisasmdl cdlar in the southwest comer where the defunct boiler is located”® The main
floor is divided into Sxteen units and the upper floor is divided into saventeen units for atotal of thirty-four.
There is a manager's gpatment and office a the south end. The motd includes a variety of room gzes
including one-and two-bedroom suites with kitchenettes. The larger suites were part of the original design as
the building weas advertised with only twenty-eight unitsin 1955. The 1958 expanson added & lesst one room,
but most of the addifion was pat of an expangon of the two-level dining room (cafe) and kitchen. The
remaining units were added when the dining room dosaed in 1977. Although most of the fiimiture and fixtures
dated from a complete interior remodd in 1977, the rooms have not changed much snce the 1950s  For
example, the exposad rafters continue as box beams running the length of the upper rooms. When the dining
room was in operation, the mote officewas housed in unit 10 just north of the current lobby. The lobby was

A The original boiler used for thirty years was a locomotive boiler adapted for the motel's use. The boiler was replaced by
a newer HVAC system around 1992. The original boiler was left in place mainly due to concerns about asbestos.
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moved to the south end when the dining room closed. The lobby hes snce been remodded circa 1990 ina
rustic look with knotty-pine wainscoting and textured paint on thewalls.

Pool Houseand Pool Area

According to alien placed on the property in Sgotember 1955, the pool complex was probably completed a few
months after the motel opening inApril 1955. The pool complex includes three contributing resources: the pool
house (building), pool (structure) and wall (linear ssmcture). The five-foot-high walls surrounding the pool ae
congmcted of concrete block with an integrated design of pattern blocks. The pattem blocks have a stylized
dar opening and are panted turquoise to contragt with the rest of the wall, which is painted white. The patio
surrounding the pool is goproximately 2,500 square feet. The pooal is a rectangle measuring Sxteen by thirty-
one feet with degpsa the shdlow end. The pool houseis faced with the samebrick as on the motel. The pool
house meeaures thirty-three by nine feet with one of the long d9des (west devation) dso functions as the back
wall of the pool complex. The pool house hes three doors on the eest elevafion. The roof is flat with an
overhang supported on exposed rafters shdtering the eedt elevation. The cornice, rafters and window sseh ae
panted turquoise. The doors ae dak brown. There ae five square, screened windows on the rear (west)
devation. The wood gate in the rear (circa 1980) and the wrought-iron gate neer the lobby (circa 1995) are
newer, but not significant dterations to the pool complex.

Sign

The original Apache Motel sgn has been an iconic pat of the motel complex since 1955 ad is therefore a
contributing object. The sgn is located just eedt of the motel lobby entrance. The Sgn post is an arow-shaped
pole pointing into the ground a an goproximate 75 degree angle. The "arrow” is over twenty feet high with a
sylized "feathered" tip. The lighted sgn bubble features the profile of an Indian (Native American) heed
wearing a band with a single feather. The sgn now simply reeds "Apache Motel." The origina lettering
included alist of amenifies: dining room, pool, air-conditioned. It was repainted around 1977 when the dining
room closed. A lighted AAA sign and vacancy indicator have aso been added (date unknown, circa 1980s). Of
note are two other dgnsfor the Apache Motel located in Moab. One is another arrow, pointing directly into the
ground & the southwest comer of the intersecfion of Main Street and 100 South. This 9gn points the traveler to
the Apache "4 blocks then tum right." Another sgn is located on 100 South between Main and 100 Eagt. This
sgn does not include the "arrow" pole, but more of amarquee with directiona arrow. Thesetwo dgns are not
included in this nominafion becausethey are off-siteand were installed when the Highway 160 was redirected
after the historic period.

Site and Non-contributing Buildings

The dte is an upsde-down L-shgped parcd of 095 acres The motel and pool mn nearly the length of the
property onthe eest 9de. Thereis an agphdt parking area a the south end in addition to the parking infrontof
the individua units. A row of evergreen shmlbs provides a meeaure of privacy to the parking area The
concrete retaining wall (circa 1990) and apipe rail (circa 1958) sgparate the motel proper from the backyard
(northwest comer). The area was once a grassy picnic area with large dhede trees ussd by motel patrons,
however, inrecent years, the trees were cut down and the grassdied in order to provide more parking goeces for
patron jeeps, RVs, ad boat trailers, eéic. On the west 9de of the property is a circa 1980 mobile home and



y o ! OMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Forni

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. 7 Page 4 Apache Motel, Moab, Grand County, UT

svad lamp posts. The asgphdt driveway extends back to the mobile home. The mobile homeis rented out by
the motd management and not occupied full-time. There is a smdl wood shed assodated with the mobile
home. Both of these buildings are non-contributing. There are severd matures treesjust behind the mobile
home. The pool areais landscgped with asmal flower and rock garden.

In the 1950s State Highway 160 through Moab entered the city from the south on 400 Ead, tumed on Center
Strest, and |eft & the north end on Main Street.  After the implementation of zoning ordinances and a highway
reconstmction project, the Apache Motel became the lone commercid smcture in a primarily resdentia
neighborhood. Thereis avariety of housng sock in the immediate areg, from pioneer-era dwellings to nearly
new condominiums. The nearby Apeche trailer court was formerly assodaed with the motel property.
Because of its location, integrity and iconic sign, the Apache Motel is aunique historic resource and contributes
to the history of Moab, Utah.



Apache Motel
Name of Property

8. Description

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack v *
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes ttiat apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for '
religious purposes.

D B removed from lts original location.

¢ C a birthplace or grave. N >

« Da cemetery.

« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

e Fa commemorative property.
¢ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Moab, Grand Countv, Utah
City, County and State

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE

OTHER: Tourism

Period of Significance
1954-1958

Significant Dates
1954. 1955

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

SSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

« previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:

K| State Historic Preservation Office
« Other State agency

* Federal agency

¢ Local government

¢ University

¢ Other Name of repository:

See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9
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Narrative Statement of Significance N r*'

The Apache Motel, built in 1954-1955 and expanded in 1958, is localy significant under Criterion A for its
asociation with the deveopment of Moab, Utah, in the mid-twentieth century. The motel complex includes
two contributing buildings (motel and pool house), two non-contributing buildings (mobile home and shed), two
contributing structures (pool and wall), and one contributing object (sign). The period of significance for the
Apache Motd isonly four years (1954-58), but during thistime, the building was directly assodaed with two
of the mod critical events inthe historical development of Moab: the uranium mining boom and therise of the
movie-making industry. .. - -e .

Moab was first settled as a permanent outpost in 1878 and for five decades remained a smdl town with a
population less than one thousand. During the uranium mining boom, which lasted approximeately a decade
between 1954 and 1964, the population of the town quadrupled. The Apache Motel was a popular destination
for company executives, who dayed in Apache Motel auites on numerous trips to ingoect mining company
holdingsin the late 1950s. The first mgjor motion picture filmed near Moab was John Ford's Wagon Magter, in
1949, and immediately after, a film commission for the Moab area was conceived. After its opening in 1955,
the Apache Motel hosted seveard film companies and their dars. For example, John Wayne dayed there while
filming, but dso brought his family to day a the Apache on vacation. While the uranium boom hes faded into
history, the Apache Motel continues to promoteits association with the film industry both past and present.

Since 1955, the Apache Motel has provided continuous service, including the most recent rise in tourism that
began inthe 1980s Of the haf-a-dozen motels congtructed in Moab in the late 1950s and early 1960s the
Apache Motel retains the mogt historic integrity, even with the ateration to theroof line. The Apache Motdl is
adso localy significant under Criterion C as an excdlent example of mid-twentieth century American motel
architecture. The architecture represents the transition between the pre-1950s motor courts and the emergence
of the motor inn in the 1950s  The two-story brick building and its pool complex has had minimal
modifications snce 1958. The motd's iconic Sgn pog, shgped like a giant arrow, and representative of its
historic period, is a0 included inthe nomination. The Apache Motel and its assodaed resources contributeto
the history of Moab, Utah.

History of Moab

Within afew months of entering the SAt LakeValley, Brigham Y oung, leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Sants (LDS or Mormon Church) had sent groups of settlers to explore southem Utah. In April 1855,
forty-one men were called by Brigham Y oung to establish the EIlk Mountain Mission & present-day Moab. The
mission had two objectives: to carry out missonary work among the natives of southeesten Utah and to control
the crossng of the Colorado River. Thevalley had long been occupied by Sabuegana Utes, who ussd theriver
crossing. The misson was unsuccessful and the Mormon company left in September 1855 after severd
conflicts with the natives. It was not until 1878 that a pemanatt settlement was established by Mormon
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farmers and ranchers. The biblical name Moab was adopted in 1880 when the postd station was established.
Moab becamethe county seet when Grand County was created in 1890. The city was incorporated in 1903.
Trangportation was very important to the success of the remote settlement.  The Denver & Rio Grande Wedtern
Railroad between Sdt Lake and Denver had a gtation & Thompson Springs, bringing the railroad within thirty-
five miles of Moab. By 1885, aferry across the Colorado River was in operation. For most of the first half of
the twentieth century, the population of the community was éout 1,000. The economy was primarily
agricultura and the land was particular good for fruit crops, uch as peaches goples, ad grapes. Asearly as
1906, the Grand Vdley Times began promoting the naturd scenic wonders of the area The designation of
Arches Nationd Monument in 1929 provided an important boog to the tourism for the town of Moab.
Although few viditors came to Moab during the depresson years through World War 11, tourism incressed
significantly between the time war ended and the Canyonlands Nationa Park was created in 1964, particularly
with the rise of theriver running craze in the 1950s* In the lagt quarter of the twentieth century, tourism hes
become Moab's primary industry. Each year the town wecomes one million visitors, who enjoy a hogt of
recregtiona opportunities including sght-seeing, rafting, hiking, mountain biking, jeep safaris, sky-diving, ec.
The complete transformation of Moab from agricultural outpost to tourist mecca took nearly a century with the
most dramatic changes occurred inthe 1950s as the result of two unrelated events the first motion picture to be
filmed in the area (1949) and the discovery of uranium (1952).

The first major motion picture to be filmed in southem Utah was Deadwood, a 1922 silent movie. Themovie
wes filmed near Kanab, Utah. The Parry brothers, who owned atour bus service to Zion's Nationa Pak and
the Grand Canyon, were adle to offer their vehicles to the production company They goat the next two
decades actively promoting the scenic wonders of southem Utah to the film industry. Another popular location
for film companies was Monument Valley on the Utah-Arizona border. Legendary director John Ford hed
dready made four westernsin Monument Valley in the 1940s, when he decided he neaded a change of scenery
for his next western. A cattle rancher named George White heped Ford scout locations for the movie. Wagon
Master in 1949. Laer that year, George White with the help of other Moab busnessmen organized the Moab
Film Committee The next year, John Ford was back in town, to film Rio Grande with John Wayne and
Maureen O'Hara. There were limited accommodations for the movie crew in 1949 and 1950. According to the
local newspgper, the cad and crew completely took over Moab's one motel and three auto-tourist camps!'
Many of the film people sayed in private homes or a tent city.® When the Son of Cochise, starring Rock
Hudson, began filming neer Moab in 1953, the local newgogper noted the production company of 95 would

* Margaret S. Bearson, "Moab" in Utah History Encyclopedia, ed. Allan Kent Powell, (Salt Lake City, Utah: University of
Utah Press, 1994): 371.

A Numerous production companies stayed at the brothers' hotel. Parry Lodge in Kanab. The Parry Lodge was listed on
the National Register in 2003.

®They included Cap Maxwell (rancher), Johnnie Johnson (farmer), Stan Peck (restauranteur), Bish Taylor (Times-
Independent editor). Jack Corbin (Midland Telephone), and Bates Wilson (superintendent of Arches National Monument).
Bette L. Stanton, Where God Put the West: Movie Making in the Desert, (Moab, Utah: Four Corners Publications, Inc.,
1994): 9.

A Moab r;mes-/ndepenc/en?, December 28, 1950.

® Stanton, 8.



OMB No- 1024-O0ie, NPS Form

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section No. 8 Page 3 L . nNoE Apache Motel, Moab, Grand County, UT
need nearly every available room. Over the next decade, nine major features were filmed in the Moab area
The bregk-up of the studio sysdem and the public's waning interest in the western genre eventudly led to the
decline of the film industry in Moab by the 1970s  Though movies and television programns continued to be
filmed near Moab, the number is much lessthan during the industry's heyday inthe 1950s.

Many historians believe the uranium boom of the mid-1950s actualy hurt Moab's potenfial as a film locafion
because 0 much of the town's infi-astructure was monopolized by a population explosion. Although various
minerad cdams had been explored in the areg, it wasn't until the post-World War 11 period when the United
Sates govemment began looking for a secure and reliable domestic source of uranium that Moab's experienced
its own atomic boom. By the early 1950s progpectors of all kinds were "prowling Moab's wildlands in war-
aurplus jegps with Gelger counters and Atomic Energy Commission pamphlets on the recognition of uranium-
bearing drata™” On July 6, 1952, geologist and sdlf-proclaimed dirt-poor progpector, Charlie Steen, SImck the
largest ore body of uranium-producing pitchblende ever found on the plateau.” Seemingly ovemight, the
population of Moab exploded from 1,200 to 6,000. Moab was transformed into a mining boomtown where "For
lack of sufficient housing, desfitute dreeamerswith dollar Sgnsintheir eyeslived with their familiesin tents and
hastily congmcted shacks™”

Between 1952 and 1956, the municipal govemment frantically tried to kegp pace with the population by paving
roads, building schools and enacting the town's first zoning ordinance”  Building permits increased
exponentidly a contractors atempted to meet housng neads with trailer courts, gpatment buildings, and
Moab's first subdivison, platted in 1954™ The Apache Mote was one of hdf-adozen motels to be
congmcted or expanded in Moab within afew years of Steen's discovery. Although the damands of the influx
were drenuous, the town prospered during the so-caled Uranium Boom period. Charlie Steen built areduction
mill neer Moab for processang that initially employed over two hundred residents. However, the boom period
lagted only afew years. In 1956, the Atomic Energy Commission announced that the "supply of uranium hed
reeched the saturation point."”* By time of the 1960 census the population of Moab had decreesed to 4,682.
The uranium boom went bugt after only a decade ad in 1962 Charlie Steen was forced to sdl his mill to the
Adas Corporafion. The mill was later converted for potash processng. By 1970, the United States was
completely out of the uranium busness ad in 1984 the former uranium mill was closed. Though times were
difficult, the community of Moab weethered the loss of its "bloated tax basg' of the early 1950s and re-invented
itself as the recreation paradise of today. The Apache Motd is one of the few remaining commercid buildings
in Moab congmcted during the early uranium boom years

A Moab Times-Independent, June 4, *953.
7 Jose Knighton, Coyofe's H/story of Moati, (Moab, Utah: Compost Press, 1994): 26.
" Ibid.
MIbid. .
" Moat) T/mes-/ndependenf, May 27, 1954 and August 5, 1954.
" Moab Times-Independent, July 22, 1954.
Faun McConkie Tanner, The Far Country: A Regional History of Moab and La Sal, Utah, (Salt Lake City, Utah: Olympus
Publishing Company, 1976): 221.
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Higtory of the ApacheMotd

The land where the Apache Motel is located was first patented to Leonidas L. Crgpo in 1837 just one year after
the town of Moab was platted. Lot 1, Block 10 was located a the eestem edge of the town ste and dong the
main trangportation route into town from the south. The property changed hands sx times before it was sold to
Raoss Thompson in 1940. Around 1900, a former owner, Louisa Moore built a smdl cottage on the southwest
comer of the block that dands today, but it was sold to Eliza and Lester Burr in 1944, and is not currently
asodaed with the motel property.

On Jdure 21, 1954, Ross ad Hazd Thompson, dong with co-owners, James and Hazd Luger, sold the
remaining L-shaped portion of Lot 1to the Alexander Invesment Company. The company was owned by a
St Lake busnessman. Ken P. Alexander. That month the Alexander Invesment Company obtained a
mortgage on the property for $75,000 fi-om the Alexander Building Corporation, the entity that had obtained a
building permit for a motel to be vaued a $50,000. By July 1, 1954, the TimesIndependent reported that
Alexander Investments had dated constmction on an "ultraamodem 60-unit motel" with the following
description:

It is to be one of the how places of the whole country with the very latest kinks built infor
luxurious living. It will incorporate a year-round swimming pool, heated during the winter, an
outdoor patio—tmly ashow place of which Moab can be proud.””

Constmction proceeded dowly and final constmction details were not provided to the public until Febmary

1955. The proposed sixty-unit motel had been downsized according to the newspaper: "The stmcture istwo

story containing twenty-nine units, complete with dining room. The units will vary fi"om doubles to facilities
18

for larger groups” It is not known whether the lower number of units reflects a change in the origind

footprint, the addition of suites or dining room, or a combinafion of severd factors. The name"Apache Motel”

was noted inthe Febmary article. The namewas probably chosen by Ken Alexander, but the namewas used in
the area for the first Technicolor movieto be filmed neer Moab, Battle at Apache Passin 1952, or the Apache
Uranium Company, one of the hundreds of companies formed during the boom to mine, mill and promote the
uranium indugry.*”

The grand opening wes originally planned for Febmary 25, 1955, but was postponed until Sunday, March 27,
1955. On March 24, 1955, the TimesIndependent published a lengthy description of the "completely ultra
modem swanky 28 unif motd:

Moab Times-Independent, June 24, 1954.
" Moab Times-Independent, July 1, 1954.
® Moab Times-Independent, February 3, 1955.
® Stanton, 46. Green River Journal, October 6, 1955. It is not known whether there is a corporation connection between
the motel and the uranium company; however, it is not improbable since at least twelve other investors had interest in the
property in addition to Ken Alexander. There was an Apache Motel in Las Vegas with a similar logo. Barbara Brady,
interview by author, July 2007.
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The rooms complete with wall to wall carpeting and modem fijmishings have phone and room
savice ineach. Fee ice savice is avallable. The two story motdl has a dining room on eech
level and thetwo are cgpable of serving 60 gueds & atime. In the summer, meds will be sarved
outsde on the tarrace. . . . The brick faced motd [has] outsde stairways and a bacony mnning
completdly around the second floor level . . . The modem stmcture is completely air
conditioned.

The March 31,1955, edition of the Times-Independent ran two photographs of the motd taken during the grand

opening. The first was an exterior hat that included the "unique and attractive neon sgn that will attract

motorigs traveling dong Highway 160." The sscond shot was showed the lobby (Unit 10 north of current
office) with managers im and Kaye Lee, and receptionist Mary Byrd behind the desk reedy to recaive guests”™

The swimming pool was not completed in time for the grand opening, but was finished that summer. The
phone service in eech room was the first of its kind in Moab. The switchboard operator phone sysem wasin
use until the 1980s The Apache Motel dso featured aradio in each room, dthough there was only one station
avalable in southeegem Utah a the time. The Apache Dining Room, later cdled the Apache Cafe, was a
popular restaurant in Moab during the uranium boom period, particularly after its expangon in 1958. The
opening touted its menu: "Homemeade pies, rolls, axd cekes ae a specidty. Sesks may be charglowed and

broiled. Candle light dinners are featured every evening."™ In 1955, one could enjoyed the Apache Specid

(rice and tomato soup, beef pot pie, sdad, dessat) for $1.00, or the Apache Lunch (soup, sdad, potatoes,

vegetable, beverage, and choice of filed chicken, ved cutlets, pork chops or chicken filed stegk in gravy) for
$1.50M

The Apache Motel was originally desgned to cater to the uranium-boom travelers.  The photogrgph of the
lobby dek dhows a placard with information on the jeep renta service offered by the motel. The Times
Independent description of the services provided by the motd included this paragraph: "Drive it yourself travel
accommodations are available for busness and scenic tours. Jegos can be rented by thosewanting to roughiit in
Moab's mgged scenery and perhaps do a little prospecting [italics added)."”M The Apache Motd roufinely
accommodated uranium company executives intown for meetings and inspections, including executives of the
U-Tex Corporation, Standard Uranium, and the Cord Mining Company, to name a few. After the motd's
expandon in 1958, execufivesof the Atlas Corporation would rent Suite A (above the current office) for months
a atime. L» .

Very few remember the Apache Motel's associaion with the uranium companies between 1955 and the early
1960s, but the motd's current managemeant aggressvely promotes the Apache's famous patrons from the film
industry. Many of the motel's larger suites have been named for the celebrities who dayed there. The lobby

% Moab Times-Independent, March 24, 1955.

2 Moab Times-Independent, March 31, 1955. >
Moab Times-Independent, March 24, 1955.
Moab Times-Independent, May 5, 1955, advertisement.

% Moab Times-Independent, March 24, 1955.
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has awall of famewith inscribed photographs of some of the most famous namesinmovies from Hollywood's
golden age of westems Henry Fonda, Stuart Whitman, Dorothy Maone, Richard Widmark, Anthony Quinn,
Yvonne DeCarlo, Ricardo Montaban, and John Ford. The Apache Motel hes severd photographs of its most
famous patron—John Wayne. John Wayne was aregular visitor to the Apache Motd inthe 1950sand 1960s
The Duke gayed in one of the smdler rooms a the back when he was intown filming. When he camewith his
family, ether to film or on vacation, they dayed in Suite A. .. .

Veda Hartley, who worked as a housskegper and sarver & the Apache, remembered John Wayne as apolite, but
unkempt patron; adding that his boys were oftenrowdy.™ Suite A has been named in his honor and eech year
visitors from all over the world contact the Apache management and ask to stay in the room where the popular
movie sar dept. The John Wayne suite hes been featured in intemational travel and magazines. The suite is
especidly popular with Europeen visitors; for example, when Brifish actresses, Pauline Quirke and Linda
Robson, who played Sharon and Tracey on the BBC sitcom, "Birds of a Feather™ came to Moab to film a
@m‘t ° o .

However, before the Apache Motd eamed its intemational reputation, it stmggled through the economic
depression that hit Moab a the end of the uranium boom. The restaurant dosed and though the motel remained
open, it suffered damage and vandaism during period of high vacancy rates. Ken Alexander's Apache Motel
Corporafion sold the property to Wesern Saes Thrift in 1962. Western States held the property unfil 1972
when it was s0ld to an invesment group heeded by Lloyd Venable. By 1977, the Apache Motel was on the
market when Jyan-Jen "J.J." Wang saw aclassified ad inthe Los Angdes Times JJ. Wang had been alawyer
in Tawan, who had immigrated with his family in early 1977. Within a few months of their arrival in the
United States and a few days of the initial contact with the Apache's owners, JJ. Wang, his wife, Shou-Yu and
their young children were in a car bound for Moab, Utah. The Wangs purchased the motd property in April
1977. Many of the Apache Motel's current flimishings date from the late 1970s remodeling underteken by the
Wang family. For two decades, the family managed the motel whileliving in an goatment on site. According
to their son, Steven Wang, the family was well-liked and respected in the Moab community. Barbara Brady,
the current manager, took over as the on-gte manager when the JJ and Shou-Yu Wang moved out and
transferred ownership of the property to the Wang Organization LLC in 2002. The current owners, Raph and
Rosetta Smith, purchased the property from the Wang Organization in 2004.

Although off the main highway snce Highway 160 was redirected down Main Street, the Apache Motel hes a
loyal patron bese and is a full occupancy mog of the tourist season. Many of the motel's guedts retum year
after year for annud events such as the Eagler Jap Safari, Moab Music Fedtiva, and Moab Sky Dive. The
Apache Motd is sgnificant in the history of Moab, particularly relating to the uranium boom and the film
industry during the period of significance from 1954 to 1958. The motd property includes two contribufing
buildings (motel and pool house), two non-contributing buildings (mobile home and shed), two contributing
amctures (pool and wall), and one contributing object (sgn).

As told to Barbara Brady.
Brady interview.
Steven Wang, telephone interview by author, August 8, 2007.
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Ar chitectural Significance

The Apache Motdl is dso architecturaly significant as the best example of amotel complex from the period of
sgnificance, between 1954 and 1958. The exterior of the Apache Motdl has been modified only dightly snce
the origina constmction in 1954-1955 and the subssquant expanson in 1958, The multifaceted resource
includes many features that were characteristic of the motel's period of significance. On the origina motel
building, these 1950s dements include the brick masonry, part-casament wood-sash windows, exposed rafters,
and piperail. The addition features wide wood cgpboard sding and large hexagond picture windows.
Although the roof line has been dtered, the low gable is not out of character for the period and is not unlike
ranch houses of the mid-1950s. The pool house matches the motel building and the pool wall was built of
pattemed concrete block, popular in the period. The "arrow" Sgnage is characterigtic of the over-szed icon
used commercidly in the 1950s

On the other hand, the entire configuration of the motel complex represents a transition between the motor
courts of the 1920s and 1930s and the larger multi-story motor inns of the mid-1950s. Two-story motd
buildings with back-to-back rooms sharing "core connection™ plumbing, such as the Apache, were typica of the
period and & the beginnings of the motel franchi semovement across Amaica’™* The Apache Motdl differs
from thefranchise-typemote inthe variety of room Szes and suites available. The current roof line as rebuilt
(circa 1963) was d=0 typical of the multi-story motel inn. However, the poolside courtyard accessble from the
dining room ismore reminiscent of the more intimate motel courts of the pre-World War |l era

Prior to 1954, there were three mgor motels in Moab. The Canyon Motel (demolished), Moab Motel
(demolished) and the Utah Motd (replaced by the Best Westen Canyonlands Motel). When the Apache Motel
was completed in 1955, it was largest and most modem motel intown. Three other motels were built about the
same time that ae extant: 100 North and 100 West (current Red Rock Lodge?), 72 S 100 Eag (current
Kokapelli Lodge), 570 N. Main Stregt (current Inca Inn). All three are one-story motd courts that have been
dtered on the exterior ance the 1950s. The andlest of the three, the eight-unit Kokapelli Lodge, was originally
known as the Atomic Motel. By 1956, the number of "air-conditioned" motel rooms in Moab had jumped to
181 Two more extant hotels gopear to have been built in the early 1960s the Virginian Motel (70 E. 200
South) and the two blocks of units for the Bet Westem Greenwdl (125 S Main, office and lobby remodded
circa 1990). The mgjority of Moab's currently operating motels were buih after 1970." Because of its high
degree of integrity, the Apache Motel is historically and architecturaly significant as the best extant example of
motel architecture from Moab's boom period in the mid-1950s.

John Jake, etal, Trte Affofe//n >Amer/ca, (Baltimore; Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996), 76-77.
® Richard Firmage, The History of Grand County, 335.
~° A 1987 reconnaissance level survey of Moab listed only two contributing motels, one without an address (status
unknown) and another that has since been demolished. The Apache Motel was notincluded in the 1987 survey.
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Apache Motel Moab, Grand County, Utah
Name of Property City, County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 0.95 acres

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

112 6/2/6/9/6/0 4/2/6/9/9/6/0 2/ Frrrr e
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
3L L NAf L 1l
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description B . it*-

(Describe the boundaries of the property.)
BEG AT NE COR LOT 1BLOCK 10 MOAB TOWNSITE, THW 171 FT, N 11 FT, W 60 FT; S 134.5 FT; E 107.5 FT; S
107.5 FT; E 123.5 FT; N 231 FT TO POB.

Property Tax No. ~ 01-0B10-001

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries are those currently associated with the property and that were associated with the property during the
period of significance. - .o

*See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource

organization date November 29, 2007
street & number P.O. Box 58766 telephone (801)913-5645
city or town Salt Lake City state UT zip code 84158

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
nameltitle Ralph C. Smith

street & number 5100 N. 6" Street, Unit 171 telephone (559) 360-6393
city or town Fresno state CA  zip code 93710

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Common Labed Information

ApacheMotel
Moab, Grand County, Utah

Photographer: Korra Broschinsky
Date August 2007
Digita images on file & Utah SHPO.

s wWwdpE

Archival Phatographs (Printed usang archival paper and ink & the Utah SHPO)
Photo No. 1

6. Eag & north devations, view of Ste Camera facing northwes.
Photo No. 2:

6. Eag & north devations. Camera facng northwed.

Photo No. 3:

6. Ead devation. Camerafacng wed.

Photo No. 4:

6. South devation. Camera facing northwed.

Photo No. 5:

6. Wes elevation. Camera facing eedt. .

Photo No. 6:

g | Poal i&%l h% Camerafacing northw n

S|gn Camga facing northeest.
Photo No:. 8:

6. Ead & north devations, view of ste. Camerafacing southwes.

Photo No. 9:
6. Ead & north devations. Camera facing west.

jisS\>A
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Photo No. 10:

6. Ead devation, faBade detail. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 11: ' \Y

6. West devation, south dde detail. Camera facing eedt.

Photo No. 12:

6. Interior, ssoond floor, unit 20 (John Wayne Suite). Camera facdng west.

Photo No, 13:

6. Pod areawall & south devation. Camera facing northwed. .

Photo No. 14:

6. M obile hame (non-contributing outbuilding). Camera facing wed.
Photo No. 15:
6. Shed (non-contributing outbuilding). Camera facing southwed.

Photo No. 16:
6. Scan of postcard currently used for advertisng—note origina flat roofline.
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166 S. 400 East, Moab, UT 84532
1-800-228-6882
435-259-5727
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