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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Washington's Headquarters, or the Potts House, is a two-story,
four-room structure with gabled roof and about 22-feet wide and
27-feet deep. Constructed of cut graystone, the main house has
two chimneys set in the south end wall and a small (22-by 13-foot)

one-and-a-half-story stone wing built on the main axis on the north

side. Pent eaves extend across the gable ends of the main house at
the third floor level.

First floor windows in the three-bay-wide west (front) facade have
12 over 12 panes, are adorned by exterior panelled shutters, and
have flat gauged stone arches over them. The foreshortened second
story windows have six panes over nine. Stone steps lead up to a
small stone stoop before the entranceway, which is set in the left
bay. The entranceway is sheltered by a small domed hood over the
door, which is comprised of a divided Dutch door.

Inside, the side hall extends entirely through the main house to a

door in the rear and this passage also contalns the stalrway leadlngr

to the second floor. < -~
, w A door on the left of the hall 1eads to the kitchen
in the north service wing and two doors on the right lead into the

two rooms on the first floor--the living or reception room in front

and the dining room or Washington's Office in the back.

The same plan is repeated on the second floor of the main house,
where there are two bedrooms on the south side and a guest bedroom

at the west end of the hall. The rooms have fine Georgian paneling _

of advanced design, wide fireplaces, and wrought iron hardware.

About 90% of the house is original. Carefully restored and
furnished with Washington mementos, Washington's Headquarters is
open to visitors as a historic house exhibit.
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STATEMENT OF SiG-NIFIF.ANCE
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Built in 1758 and owned by Isaac Potts, this farmhouse was the head-
quarters of General- George Washington at Valley Forge from Christmas

Eve 1777 to June 18, 1778. Here his wife Martha joined him on

February 10 and remained until June 8, 1778--just prior to the
Continental Army's evacuation of Valley Forge on June 19. The structure

~is also an excellent architectural example of a small colonial farm-

house with a plain Early Georgian exterior and elaborate Late Georgian
interiors.

The house, built by Isaac Potts, a Quaker, in 1758, is 90% original.

Carefully restored and forming a part of the Valley Forge State Park,
Washington's Headquarters is open to visitors.

Note.

' Valley Forge State Park is a National Historic Landmark, but the

headquarters house has never been considered individually
as a possible site of national significance.
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