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ADDITION 1969

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1911, the Woburn Post Office was sited on the northern
perimeter of Woburn Common and faced the 0ld City Hall, razed in 1931
for the construction of the new city govermment offices. The Post
Office was also placed adjacent to the Lowell Branch of the Boston and
Maine Railroad, since removed to satisfy the needs of city parking.

The public Library, a Richardsonian Romanesque ediface listed in the
National Register in 1976, several colonial churches and wood framed
homesteads also ringed the loosely formed Common at that time.
Unfortunately, the open area immediately in front of the Post Office
was privately owned and built upon in the 1950's, blocking the view of,
and separating the Post Office from the frontage on the Common. Several
commercial banks and a new courthouse have since been built around the
Common.

The Woburn Post Office is of formal Neo-Classic design, with a nine
bay front entrance facade featuring a projected, center entrance bay.
The entrance is flanked by Doric columns supporting a stern, flat
entablature carrying a minute pediment. All cut facade details are very
straightforward and simple, but unified into a singular bold statement.
The finely striated sandstone veneer of all facades rests on a shaped
watertable of the same material, supported by a granite veneered
foundation. Each delineated transomed window bay is interrupted by a
fine frieze which runs continually under the cut blind panels located
over each window. All facades are capped with a detailed, denticulated
cornice enhanced with an ornate and fully ballustraded cap parapet that
provides an aesthetic and visual barrier against the low sloped,
standing seam roof. The sandstone chimney is centered on the flat
termination roof in the form of a functional cupola.

The bayed facade design has been repeated on all elevations, with five
identical bays on each side facade and nine bays at the rear, mirroring
the front facade treatment and rhythm. Subsequent modifications to the
structure in 1939 added a mail platform and extended the workroom at

the rear of the building. This extension was designed and constructed
with veneers and fenestration materials similar or identical to that of
the original design. The addition used the frieze of the original
building as its cornice and is capped by a low profile parapet that does
not interrupt or detract from the original cornice and parapet.

The site slopes to the right and rear of the Post Office, permitting
basement half-windows on those facades and expressing the strength of

its granite base. Granite steps and terrace, set between acanthus leafed,
globed light standards set on large granite bgses, lead through the
columned entrance to a small muntined glass and wood vestibule and into
the full width, somewhat narrow, lobby.
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Aluminum entrance doors mark the only apparent deviation from the
original design intent. The high lobby reflects the bayed treatment
of the entrance facade with nine plastered barrel vaults separated

by plastered pilasters carrying the ribs, all finely detailed and edge
moulded. The center vault, in keeping with the formal symmetrical
entrance, contains a shallow plastered dome set on squared pendentives.
The pilasters rest on marble dadoes and plinths that protrude from
similar wainscotting. The lobby floor surface is the original fine
terrazzo, bordered with marble stripping.

Minor modifications, completed in 1939, shortened the full width of the
lobby with the addition of a small office at the left end. The original
wood trim has been painted and new, suspended strip lighting runs the
length of the lobby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dedicated in 1912, the Woburn Post Office possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials and workmanship as well as significant
association with the development of the Woburn Commons section of the
city. Additionally, it exemplifies the high standard set by Treasury
Architect Taylor and his return of govermmental buildings to the classical
interpretation and design. It is also significant locally for the
symbolic power and dignity of the Federal Presence. Therefore the

Woburn Post Office meets the National Register criteria A and C.

The City of Woburn was founded in 1642, becoming the twenty-ninth town
of the combined Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay Colonies, and opted for
City Government in 1889. Situated one day's ride on the stage route
between Boston and Amherst, New Hampshire, this locale gained importance
as an overnight stage stop and, with the passing of the Congressional
Act of March 3, 1797 creating a mail stage route on that line, the

first Postmaster, Icabod Parker, was commissioned on October 3, 1797.
Mr. Parker also operated Fowles Tavern, the stage stop, and conducted
post office business in a corner of the main tavern room.

In 1803, with the opening of the Middlesex Canal, this agricultural
community on the Aberjona River grew to become a primary leather and
tanning center in Massachusetts. By the time the Canal closed in 1853,
due in large part do the advent of the railroads, the Post Office had
moved some six times, at the discretion of the six appointed Post-
masters during those fifty years, and was to move three more times
prior to the construction of the present Post Office in 1911.

Spurred by the efforts of Luther Harris, a prominent Woburn businessman
who forsaw the need for the stability of the "Federal Presence" in the
community, and coupled with the prompting of Mrs. H. C. Blake's formal
petition, the Government selected a site just north of Woburn Common
in 1907, and groundbreaking for the present building took place in
September 1910.

Designed by James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect for the Treasury
Department, the Woburn Post Office reflects Taylor's favored Neo-
Classical design style of mass and symmetry. The center entrance is
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..raised some four feet above sidewalk grade to compensate for the slope
from the Common to the building and to establish a solid visual base.

Constructed prior to the Classification System of 1915, the Post Office
was the first new construction in the Common area and was an attempt,

by the civic leaders, to create a nucleus for further development and
growth of the central commercial area at the Common. This building, in
the open space of the 1912 Common, demonstrated tangible evidence of the
"Federal Presence'", symbolizing the strength and ideals of their United
States Government. Interpreted by Architect Taylor, this bold statement
reflects the gracious style of that era's "American Classic".

During groundbreaking ceremonies on September 12, 1910, A. W. Whitcher,
the principal speaker, declared:

"There have been two most important events in Woburn.

The first most important eyvent was the construction

of the Middlesex Canal, connecting Woburn with New
Hampshire and Boston; and this construction of our

Federal Post Office, a Gift from the National Government."

Upon opening for business on January 12, 1912, the local newspaper,
The Woburn Times, stated that:

"Finally, after one hundred and fourteen years of
wandering, our post office has a real home, and a
permanent address."

As a well preserved example of early twentieth century post office design,
this ediface, with its perhaps unusual sandstone veneer, plays its stern
solid mass against the light, open ornamented parapet, a contrast that

the Architect brilliantly created and fused in harmony.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 10, 2013

J. Paul Loether

National Park Service 2280, 8" Floor
National Register of Historic Places
1201 I (eye) Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or
assigning a precise address where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have notified
us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in the
National Register records for the following:

Chelsea (Suffolk County)
e Chelsea Garden Cemetery (NRIND 2/9/2001)—new Ms 70 Central Avenue
(formerly Shawmut Street) %] @0{3‘; (VRS (I'

Cheshire (Berkshire County)
e Hall's Tavern (NRIND 3/10/1983)—new address is 31 North Street (formerly North

Street) 8 ‘3 O@t:? 5 {;J % /.r,,.r

Cohasset (Norfolk County)
e Pratt Historic Building (NRIND 9/7/2006)—new address is L06-110 South Main Street

(formerly 106 South Main Street) (g o8 z /

Concord (Middlesex County)
e Emerson, Ralph Waldo House (NRIND/NHL 10/15/1966; NRDIS 9/13/1977)—new
address is 18 Cambridge Turnpike (form E?a;nbridge Turnpike near intersection of
Lexington Road) :, 0 R A S g D

o
e Sleepy Hollow Cemetery (NRIND 8/19/1998)—neyw address is 34A Bedford Street

(formerly 24 Court Lane) q %mq Q !

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



Dennis (Barnstable County)
e  West Schoolhouse (NRIND 4/24/1975)—new address.is 61 Whig Street (formerly

Nobscusset Road) 7 _{ Qa2 .~

e Dennis, Josiah Manse (NRIND 2/15/1974)— new address is 61 Whig Street (formerly
Nobscusset Road and Whig Street) West Schoolhouse and Josaih Dennis Manse, which

stand adjacent to each other, have the same address. 7} l{{)(ﬁ}o 3G 0 e

Easton (Bristol County)
e North Easton Railroad Station/Old Colony Railroad Station (NRIND 4/11/72; NRDIS
11/3/1972 and 12/23/1987; NHL 12/23/1987)—new address is 80 Mechanic Street _
(formerly Oliver Street or off Oliver St along railroad right of way) 7 Z o032 - B -

Holden (Worcester County)
e Willard-Fisk Farm (NRIND 2/23/1996)— new address is 121 Whitney Street (formerly

123 Whitney Street) ﬂt‘ V) OO[G 3 T

Wilmington (Middlesex County)
e  West Schoolhouse (NRIND 2/23/1990)— new address is 141 Shawsheen Avenue
(formerly Shawsheen Avenue at Aldrich Road) G OO & 71 /u

Winthrop (Suffolk County)
e Newton, Edward B. School (NRIND 8/21/1997)— new aw 31 Pauline Street

(formerly 45 Pauline Street) q’z G’?{j %7?

e  Winthrop, Deane House (NRIND/TRA, First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, )
3/9/1990)—new address is 34 Shirley Street (formerly 40 Shirley Street) &IOOQ) | G {

Woburn (Middlesex County)
e U, S. Post Office-Woburn Center Station (NRIND 10/194987)—new address is 1 Abbott

Street (formerly 2 Abbott Street) 366@ '3 c fl* r:-)? é

Sincerely,

BetiyTyiedlon

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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ADDITION 1969

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in 1911, the Woburn Post Office was sited on the northern
perimeter of Woburn Common and faced the 0ld City Hall, razed in 1931
for the construction of the new city govermment offices. The Post
Office was also placed adjacent to the Lowell Branch of the Boston and
Maine Railroad, since removed to satisfy the needs of city parking.

The public Library, a Richardsonian Romanesque ediface listed in the
National Register in 1976, several colonial churches and wood framed
homesteads also ringed the loosely formed Common at that time.
Unfortunately, the open area immediately in front of the Post Office
‘was privately owned and built upon in the 1950's, blocking the view of,
and separating the Post Office from the frontage on the Common. Several
commercial banks and a new courthouse have since been built around the
Common.

The Woburn Post Office is of formal Neo-Classic design, with a nine
bay front entrance facade featuring a projected, center entrance bay.
The entrance is flanked by Doric columns supporting a stern, flat
entablature carrying a minute pediment. All cut facade details are very
straightforward and simple, but unified into a singular bold statement.
The finely striated sandstone veneer of all facades rests on a shaped
watertable of the same material, supported by a granite veneered
foundation. Each delineated transomed window bay is interrupted by a
fine frieze which runs continually under the cut blind panels located
over each window. All facades are capped with a detailed, denticulated
cornice enhanced with an ormate and fully ballustraded cap parapet that
provides an aesthetic and visual barrier against the low sloped,
standing seam roof. The sandstone chimney is centered on the flat
termination roof in the form of a functional cupola.

The bayed facade design has been repeated on all elevations, with five
identical bays on each side facade and nine bays at the rear, mirroring
the front facade treatment and rhythm. Subsequent modifications to the
structure in 1939 added a mail platform and extended the workroom at

the rear of the building. This extension was designed and constructed
with veneers and fenestration materials similar or identical to that of
the original design. The addition used the frieze of the original
building as its cornice and is capped by a low profile parapet that does
not interrupt or detract from the original cornice and parapet.

The site slopes to the right and rear of the Post Office, permitting
basement half-windows on those facades and expressing the strength of

its granite base. Granite steps and terrace, set between acanthus leafed,
globed light standards set on large granite bases, lead through the
columned entrance to a small muntined glass and wood vestibule and into
the full width, somewhat narrow, lobby.
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Aluminum entrance doors mark the only apparent deviation from the
original design intent. The high lobby reflects the bayed treatment
of the entrance facade with nine plastered barrel vaults separated

by plastered pilasters carrying the ribs, all finely detailed and edge
moulded. The center wvault, in keeping with the formal symmetrical
entrance, contains a shallow plastered dome set on squared pendentives.
The pilasters rest on marble dadoes and plinths that protrude from
similar wainscotting. The lobby floor surface is the original fine
terrazzo, bordered with marble stripping.

Minor modifications, completed in 1939, shortened the full width of the
lobby with the addition of a small office at the left end. The original
wood trim has been painted and new, suspended strip lighting runs the
length of the lobby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dedicated in 1912, the Woburn Post Office possesses integrity of location,
.design, setting, materials and workmanship as well as significant
association with the development of the Woburn Commons section of the
city. Additionally, it exemplifies the high standard set by Treasury
Architect Taylor and his return of govermmental buildings to the classical
interpretation and design. It is also significant locally for the
symbolic power and dignity of the Federal Presence. Therefore the

Woburn Post Office meets the National Register criteria A and C.

The City of Woburn was founded in 1642, becoming the twenty-ninth town
of the combined Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay Colonies, and opted for
City Govermment in 1889. Situated one day's ride on the stage route
between Boston and Amherst, New Hampshire, this locale gained importance
as an overnight stage stop and, with the passing of the Congressional
Act of March 3, 1797 creating a mail stage route on that line, the

first Postmaster, Icabod Parker, was commissioned on October 3, 1797.
Mr. Parker also operated Fowles Tavern, the stage stop, and conducted
post office business in a corner of the main tavern room.

In 1803, with the opening of the Middlesex Canal, this agricultural
community on the Aberjona River grew to become a primary leather and
tanning center in Massachusetts. By the time the Canal closed in 1853,
due in large part do the advent of the railroads, the Post Office had
moved some six times, at the discretion of the six appointed Post-
masters during those fifty years, and was to move three more times
prior to the construction of the present Post Office in 1911.

Spurred by the efforts of Luther Harris, a prominent Woburn businessman
who forsaw the need for the stability of the "Federal Presence’ in the
community, and coupled with the prompting of Mrs. H. C. Blake's formal
petition, the Govermment selected a site just north of Woburn Common

in 1907, and groundbreaking for the present building took place in
September 1910.

Designed by James Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect for the Treasury
Department, the Woburn Post Office reflects Taylor's favored Neo-
Classical design style of mass and symmetry. The center entrance is
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...raised some four feet above sidewalk grade to compensate for the slope
from the Common to the building and to establish a solid visual base.

Constructed prior to the Classification System of 1915, the Post Office
was the first new construction in the Common area and was an attempt,

by the civic leaders, to create a nucleus for further development and
growth of the central commercial area at the Common. This building, in
the open space of the 1912 Common, demonstrated tangible evidence of the
- "Federal Presence', symbolizing the strength and ideals of their United
States Government. Interpreted by Architect Taylor, this bold statement
reflects the gracious style of that era's "American Classic".

During groundbreaking ceremonies on September 12, 1910, A. W. Whitcher,
the principal speaker, declared:

"There have been two most important events in Woburn.

The first most important event was the construction

of the Middlesex Canal, connecting Woburn with New
Hampshire and Boston; and this construction of our

Federal Post Office, a Gift from the National Government.'"

Upon opening for business on January 12, 1912, the local newspaper,
The Woburn Times, stated that:

"Finally, after one hundred and fourteen years of
wandering, our post office has a real home, and a
permanent address."

As a well preserved example of early twentieth century post office design,
this ediface, with its perhaps unusual sandstone veneer, plays its stern
solid mass against the light, open ornamented parapet, a contrast that
the Architect brilliantly created and fused in harmony.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Service Office
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA  02173-0324

July 29, 1986

The Honorable John Rabbitt
Mayor, City of Woburn

City Hall

10 Common Street

Woburn, MA 01801

Dear Mayor Rabbitt:

The U.S. Postal Service in conjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office in Woburn
and has determined it is significant from an historical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envelope.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza. SW
Washington. DC  20260-6400

October 31, 1986

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hreby submits a nomination for the post
office located at 2 Abbott Street, Middlesex County, Woburn,
Massachusetts,

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please
contact me at (202) 268-3107.

Sincerely,

AN

ohn S. Sorenson

Realty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Realty Acquisition Division

Office of Real Estate

Attachment

NOV 5 1986
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

September 1, 1987

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, DC  20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service is pleased to submit nominations for the
following Post Office facilities:

119 Elm St., Worcester County, Millbury, MA

217 Commerical St., Branstable County, Provincetown, MA
37 Taunton Green, Bristol County, Taunton, MA

2 Abbott St., Middlesex County, Woburn, MA

58 Church St., Worcester County, Whitinsville, MA

321 Main St., Middlesex County, Wakefield, MA

48 Waterford Rd., Middlesex County, Winchester, MA

75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, MA

90 Center St., Plymouth County, Middleborough, MA

WoONOO WM —
“ & ® ® 8 & 8 ®w *

Some of these nominations were submitted previously and returned in
order that full quadrangle maps could be included. This has been
done in all cases.

Should there be any questions concerning these nominations, please
do not hesitate to call me on 203-285-7181.

Sincerely,

Real Estate Specialist, Principal
Enclosures
cc: John Sorenson

Realty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Washington, DC

SEP 4 (981
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