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The Wing Fort House is situated on a narrow country lane near the Cgpe Cod Bay in
Sandwich. The surrounding land is open and fairly flat, with marshes behind the
house leading out to the dunes on the beach. The setting around the house has prob-
ably not changed very much since the house was built; because of the marshes there
has not been any modem development within si”~t of the building.

The house itself is two stories high, four bays wide, and has a center chimney. N,
The exterior walls and the roof are shingled, and the windows al | have 12/12 sash. = .J
The main door is located in the second bay from the left axd another door leads

into the main part of the house from a low one story shed off the west gable end.

The building was originally a one and a half story, one over one room so-called "fort",
built shortly before 1641. The size of the original structure weas more than doubled
with the addition of another one over one hoiase, moved to the site and joined to
the original building. According to Abbott Lowell Cummings this most likely
occurred in the mid-eighteenth century, althougji the moved building was probably
constructed c. 1700. W the houses were joined, each lost its original chimney
and a new one, of irregular shgpe to accommodae the different dimensons of the two
buildings, was constructed. At the time the houses were joined the interior wes
modemized with ei“teenth century paneling, a kitchen was added to the back to
s0lA/e the problem of the different depths of the buildings, and a new roof was con-
structed over both the houses. The new paneling in the Old Fort Room, instead of
replacing the seventeenth century vertical paneling, was built out a few inches

over the older wall surface. QO of the panels in the dado of the new wall has
been hinged so thatiwhen it is opened one can look inside the space between the

two wall surfaces, and see the heavy €3g)osd girts and posts, complete with cham-
fered edges and whitewash. 1t can also be seen that the ATertical joints of the
LA%nteenth century sheathing have been joined with a bold spline molding, a rare
decorative feature.

The 1700 house, in addition to its mid-ei“teenth century alterations, contains some
exposed carved and chamfered comer posts, girts, and dmime beams attesting to its
early construction date. In the attic further evidence of the eigjiteenth century
alteration is clear. The rafters of the original story and ahalf "fort" are Aas
ibrl1e at (C)jne gable end, and the lean-to pitch of the 1700 house can be seen at the
other end.

The house today looks very much as it did just before the Revolutionary War. There
were no further major alterations after the houses were joined, althou” the house
has been very well maintained. Modem conveniences including heating, plumbing and
electricity were added to the building in this century without detracting from the
aimosphere of the house. The building is now used as a musaum and as a meeting
place for the Wing Family of America, Inc.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wing Fort House, which incorporates one of the oldest structures extant inNew
England, is a significant architectural and historic landmark on Cgee Cod. The house
gains additional significance from the fact that it has been ownedby the same family
since 1641, and as such presents an accurate record of how succeeding generations

of a New England family lived. ' w>\u  onx J i

The first mambas of the Wing family to come to the new world were Deborah Wing and her
four sons, who care to Boston in 1632. Deborah's husband, the Reverend John Wing,
had been a prominent clergyman in London but had fled to Gamay and then to Holland
when he disagreed with the teachings of the Church of England. After he died his
widow and four sons moved to Boston to seek vrtiat they thou”t would be an amosphere
of religious freedom, and settled in Saugus. In 1637 Deborah and her sons John,
David and Stephen moved to Sandwich with the "ten men of Saugus' who had received

a grant from the Crown to the section of Cgoe Codwhich lay south of the Plymouth
Colony. Stephen, carrying on his father's dissenting beliefs, became afounding
menber of the first Friends I”eting in Americawhich was established in Spring Hill
in 1658. He suffered great persecution at the hands of the Plymouth government
because of his beliefs, but was nevertheless a respected citizen of Sandwich.

Sephen was the Wing who, in 1641, bought the original one room fort which is still
incorporated in the present house. Thehouse has remained in the possession of the
Wing family since that date. The fumishings and interior wall coverings have re-

flected the different  periods the house has been lived in but the building still re-
tains its ei“teenth century aspect. =N

The house was acquired by the Wing Family of Americalnc. in 1942 from the meibers
of the family swohad been living there. The Wing Family Inc. was incorporated

in 1902 as a non-profit association for the purpose of collecting and publishing
the family history, holding family reunions and creating a Family IVfemorid Hall for
historical and literary archives. The Wing Fort House is now open to the public
a8 a musaum.
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Re-evaluation of congruction datedueto dendrochronology

The results of dendrochronology testing of the Wing Fort House (aka Wing House) were
inconclusive. A total of 21 sampleswere teken by Michael Burrey from eighteen timberson
August 30 and 31, 2007. All timbers sampled were ok and gppeared to be primary first-use
timbers or timbers that might have been re-used from an early phase of construction. Sampling
locations included sills, girts, posts, principa rafters, joists, purlins, and posts. None of the
samples corrdated with existing reference chronologies, and there are no reference chronologies
from southeegern Massachusetts The lack of dating was d <o due to the nature of the samples,
many of which had multiple narrow rings and some had too few rings. In the future, when
reference chronology datais available for southeesen Massachusetts, precise dating of the
samplesfrom the Wing House timbers may be possible.

Thefull results of the andyss are presented in: Miles, D.W.H., Anne Grady, and M. J.
Worthington. "The Tree Ring Dating of the Wing House, 69 Spring Hill Road, Sandwich,
Massachussits" Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory. October 2007. Summary datacan be
found on the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory webdste www.dendrochronologv.com. The
full report ison file & the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

A note on dendrochronology dating

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been developed for eestem Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evduated and given
new congtruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isasmple one: the ssesond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. Theringsin timbersfrom
historical houses are compared with previoudy dated ring sequencesfrom old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between thetwo. A
dendrochronologist then analyzesthe results and establishesthe date the tree was felled. Some
caution mug be usad ininterpreting these dates to determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction pheseof the same building have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with
green or unssesoned timber, and itislikely that construction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

/ (end) /
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The Commonwedth of Massachustts
1] William Fxancis Galvin, Sgoretary of the Commonwedith
K‘pniL i’é,zolf M assachusatts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Park Service

National Regigter of Historic Haces
1201 Eye Stret NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed pleese find supplementary infonnation for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
National Regiger of Historic Flaces, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
congtruction, based upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include: ' o

Boston (Suffolk County): 14 [ J.
JamesBlake House (NRIND, 5/1/74) -4 T
Perce House (NRIND, 4/26/74) * Lt

Cambridge (Middlesex County): o>

Cooper-Frogt-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)

Dedham (Norfolk County):
Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfield (Franklin County):
All properties are located v/ thin the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Fray House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
www.sec.gdatemausmhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)
Moors House (MHC #39)
Nims House (MHC #12)
Russell House (MHC #49)
Saxton House (MHC #48)
Sevaance House (MHC #19)
John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)
Stebbins House (MHC # 36)
A John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Essex (Essex County):
Cogswél's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucegter (Es=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Easem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eesem MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Strest HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex Coimty):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Essex County):

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Bamgtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76) -
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA  3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Esstem MA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation shedts to the existing National Register nomination
files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg 0
Nationa Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Endosures ; i
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