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Town Middleton OO

Address 4 Gregory Street

Historic Nane Deacon Edward Putnam
Jr. House

U= Present Residence

Original Residence

DESCRPTION

Date ca. , 1705-1718
Watkins' Middleton History,
Source visual analvsis

Style First Period

Architect Unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboards
Outbuildings Barn. , ca. 19th c. ,

attached to house by extension of
leanto ~"
Magor Alterations (with dates) Gabled pore
entry added ca. 1800; restoration ca.
1963 (leanto also added then)

Condition Good

Moad No Dae N/A

Acreace 2.63 acres

Settino  vpr-npT -Farmlarid now subdivided
¢n front- /or raorieen residential develop
TPpr’r . fpnr.ed along Greeorv St. and
bphind bouse and barns, with broad Ilawi
mature plantings in front.

Recorded by Richard Candee

Organization Boston University

Date 44y 1086



INVENTORY 1ORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coranunity: Form No:

MASSAQUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON MIDDLETON 7k
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Deacon Edward

Putnarr House

Indicate each item on inventory form >Aidi is being continued below.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Edward Putnam Jr. House, despite the modern additions and over-
restoration of the chimney top, retains its integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. |t
meets Criterion Cin its plank frame, transverse first story binding
beanms, and restored chimney evidence which enmbody distinctive
characteristics of wuncommon patterns of First Period domestic
construction while its original plan my be interpreted as a single
ceil with first floor end leanto kitchen

SETTI NG

Farm land in front subdivided for modern residential devel opment.
Fenced along Gregory Street and behind house and barns, with broad |awn
and mature plantings in front.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

Until modern restoration and additions, the Putnam HOuse was a one-room
deep central chimney house of two stories and attic, with a single

wi ndow at each story on the eastern half of the south facade, two on
the western half of the facade, and a single wi ndow above the added (c.
1800) one story gabled porch entry. Each end wall has a single central
wi ndow at each story and the attic. Until recently the brick chimey
was capped by a narrow stack protruding at the ridge; during remodeling
in 1963 a rear flue was added for a new leanto and the chimey topped
off with a new decorative brick pilaster on the front and heavy banding
aboutthetop.

The 1963 leanto is broken by a tw story gabled projecting bay behind
the chimney, and is joined to a run of 19th <century barns by a one
story extension of the leanto from the west end.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The Edward Putnam, Jr. Hous” was begun c¢. 1705 with the construction of
the eastern end of the present house, including the chimey bay, of
plank frame. During restoration of the west chamber, mortises for the
corner braces of the original end wall were discovered, as was the end
of the original plate and west plank wall that was | ater reused as the
interior east wall of that chamber. The earlier rooms are narrower
with boxed transverse summer (binding) beans on the first floor and
boxed transverse tie beam above. These are framed into tow story
posts, originally with plain bevel chamfers terminating at the second

story shoulder which was later cut flat and boxed. The large parlor
eastern fireplace on the first floor has rounded jambs and a snoke
pane]l

Staple to Inventorv form at bott,,
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Office of the Secretary, Bogon
Property Nans Deacon E"dward

Putnam House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continvied beow.

The western addition i salso First Period, with transverse binding
sunmer below and tie above; thefirst story frame i s boxed as are the
supporting posts, but t hesecond story tie i sdecorated with a narrow
bevel and plain taper stop and supports 11 butt-cogged joists 22" on
centers. I nthis kitchen chanmber all theplates, girts, and posts have
simlar late narrow chamfers and t heposts flare at t hesecond story.
There 1 s no fireplace i nthesecond floor west chamber, althoughthe
west kitchen fireplace below i s 10 1/2 feet between t hesquare jambs
and contains a snoke shelf and rear brick over. This suggests that if
the chimney stack i soriginal, thehouse may have had an end leanto
that was replaced by t hewestern two and one half story additions
(ca.l718).

The attic i s conposed of principal rafters with purlins now hidden by
interior finish. The cellar supports a joisted flooring system(23"
on center on t heeast; 23-24" on t he west).

HI STORI CAL | NFORMATI ON

It i sbelieved that theearliest core of thecirca 17005 house was
built by Edward Putnam Jr.'s father, Putnam s father, a prom nent
deacon i nthe Salem Village church, deeded both hi ssons theland and
houses they occupied i n1718, perhaps thedate of theaddition to the
house as he and hi sfirst wife had tenchildren. The father and hi s
namesake son were instrumental i nfounding theearly ironworks i n

Mi ddl eton on Prout Pong Brook.

REFERENCES

1. Lura Wbodside Watkins, Middleton, Massachusetts, A Cultural History,
(Salem Essex Institute, 1970), pp. 187-192, with photograph prior to
restorations, p. 188.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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