
ORM B - BUILDPJG 

ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
3 BOYLSTON STREET 
DSTON, MA 02116 

P h o t o s 

39:16 e x t e r i o r 

39:19 H. 2nd floor chamber 
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74 

Town M i d d l e t o n 00 
Address 4 Gregory Street 

Historic Name Deacon Edward Putnam, 

Jr . House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

O r i g i n a l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . , 1 7 0 5 - 1 7 1 8 
W a t k i n s ' M i d d l e t o n H i s t o r y , 

Source v i s u a l a n a l v s i s 

S t y l e F i r s t P e r i o d 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards 

O u t b u i l d i n g s B a r n . , c a . 1 9 t h c . , 

a t t a c h e d t o h o u s e by e x t e n s i o n o f 
l e a n t o ' ~~ ~ " 

Major Alterations (with dates) Gabled pore 
e n t r y added c a . 1 8 0 0 ; r e s t o r a t i o n c a . 
1963 ( l e a n t o a l s o added t h e n ) 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreace 

Settino 

2 . 6 3 a c r e s 

Vp^-npT -Farmlarid now s u b d i v i d e d 

•f n f r o n t - / o r raoriern r e s i d e n t i a l d e v e l o p 

TPpr^r . f p n r . e d a l o n g G r e e o r v S t . and 

b p h i n d bouse and b a r n s , w i t h b r o a d l a w i 
m a t u r e p l a n t i n g s i n f r o n t . 

Recorded by R i c h a r d Candee 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date >f q V T Q 8 6 



INVENTORY rOR.M CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: Form No: 

MIDDLETON 7'k 

Property Name: Deacon Edward 
Putnarr House 

Indicate each item on inventory form >Aidi is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edward Putnam J r . House, d e s p i t e the modern a d d i t i o n s and over-
r e s t o r a t i o n of the chimney t o p , r e t a i n s i t s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t 
meets C r i t e r i o n C i n i t s plank frame, t r a n s v e r s e f i r s t s t o r y b i n d i n g 
beams, and r e s t o r e d chimney evidence which embody d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of uncommon p a t t e r n s of F i r s t P e r i o d domestic 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w h i l e i t s o r i g i n a l p l a n may be i n t e r p r e t e d as a s i n g l e 
c e i l w i t h f i r s t f l o o r end l e a n t o k i t c h e n 

SETTING 

Farm lan d i n f r o n t s u b d i v i d e d f o r modern r e s i d e n t i a l development. 
Fenced along Gregory S t r e e t and behind house and b a r n s , w i t h broad lawn 
and mature p l a n t i n g s i n f r o n t . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

U n t i l modern r e s t o r a t i o n and a d d i t i o n s , the Putnam HOuse was a one-room 
deep c e n t r a l chimney house of two s t o r i e s and a t t i c , w i t h a s i n g l e 
window at each s t o r y on the e a s t e r n h a l f of the s o u t h facade, two on 
the w e s t e r n h a l f of the f acade, and a s i n g l e window above the added ( c . 
1800) one s t o r y gabled porch e n t r y . Each end w a l l has a s i n g l e c e n t r a l 
window at each s t o r y and the a t t i c . U n t i l r e c e n t l y the b r i c k chimney 
was capped by a narrow s t a c k p r o t r u d i n g at the r i d g e ; d u r i n g remodeling ! 
i n 1963 a r e a r f l u e was added f o r a new l e a n t o and t h e chimney topped 
o f f w i t h a new d e c o r a t i v e b r i c k p i l a s t e r on the f r o n t and heavy banding ^ 
a b o u t t h e t o p . j 

The 1963 l e a n t o i s broken by a two s t o r y gabled p r o j e c t i n g bay behind 
the chimney, and i s j o i n e d t o a run of 19th c e n t u r y barns by a one 
s t o r y e x t e n s i o n of the l e a n t o from the west end. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The Edward Putnam, J r . Hous^ was begun c. 1705 w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i o n of ; 
the e a s t e r n end of t h e p r e s e n t house, i n c l u d i n g t h e chimney bay, of j 
p lank frame. During r e s t o r a t i o n of the west chamber, m o r t i s e s f o r the 
c o rner braces of the o r i g i n a l end w a l l were d i s c o v e r e d , as was the end 
of the o r i g i n a l p l a t e and west plank w a l l t h a t was l a t e r reused as the 
i n t e r i o r east w a l l of t h a t chamber. The e a r l i e r rooms are narrower 
w i t h boxed t r a n s v e r s e summer ( b i n d i n g ) beams on t h e f i r s t f l o o r and 
boxed t r a n s v e r s e t i e beam above. These are framed i n t o tow s t o r y 
p o s t s , o r i g i n a l l y w i t h p l a i n bevel chamfers t e r m i n a t i n g at the second 
s t o r y s h o u l d e r which was l a t e r cut f l a t and boxed. The l a r g e p a r l o r 
e a s t e r n f i r e p l a c e on t h e f i r s t f l o o r has rounded jambs and a smoke 
p a n e l . . 

Staple to Inventorv form at b o t t om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSIQN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccraiimity: Form No: 
MIDDLETON 

Property Nans: Deacon E "dward Property Nans: 
Putnam House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continvied below. 

The western a d d i t i o n i s a l s o F i r s t P e r i o d , w i t h t r a n s v e r s e b i n d i n g 
summer below and t i e above; t he f i r s t s t o r y frame i s boxed as are the 
s u p p o r t i n g p o s t s , but t h e second s t o r y t i e i s d e c o r a t e d w i t h a narrow 
bevel and p l a i n t a p e r s t o p and sup p o r t s 11 butt-cog g e d j o i s t s 22" on 
c e n t e r s . I n t h i s k i t c h e n chamber a l l the p l a t e s , g i r t s , and posts have 
s i m i l a r l a t e narrow chamfers and the posts f l a r e at the second s t o r y . 
There I s no f i r e p l a c e i n the second f l o o r west chamber, a l t h o u g h the 
west k i t c h e n f i r e p l a c e below i s 10 1/2 f e e t between t he square jambs 
and c o n t a i n s a smoke s h e l f and r e a r b r i c k o ver. This suggests t h a t i f 
the chimney s t a c k i s o r i g i n a l , t h e house may have had an end l e a n t o 
t h a t was r e p l a c e d by t h e we s t e r n two and one h a l f s t o r y a d d i t i o n s 
( c a . l 7 1 8 ) . 

The a t t i c i s composed of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s w i t h p u r l i n s now hidden by 
i n t e r i o r f i n i s h . The c e l l a r s u p p o r t s a j o i s t e d f l o o r i n g system (23" 
on c e n t e r on the e a s t ; 23-24" on the w e s t ) . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e e a r l i e s t core of the c i r c a 17005 house was 
b u i l t by Edward Putnam, J r . ' s f a t h e r . Putnam's f a t h e r , a prominent 
deacon i n the Salem V i l l a g e c h u r c h , deeded both h i s sons the l a n d and 
houses they occupied i n 1718, perhaps t he date of the a d d i t i o n t o the 
house as he and h i s f i r s t w i f e had t e n c h i l d r e n . The f a t h e r and h i s 
namesake son were i n s t r u m e n t a l i n f o u n d i n g the e a r l y i r o n w o r k s i n 
M i d d l e t o n on Prout Pong Brook. 

REFERENCES 

1. Lura Woodside Watkins, M i d d l e t o n , Massachusetts, A C u l t u r a l H i s t o r y , 
(Salem: Essex I n s t i t u t e , 1970), pp. 187-192, w i t h photograph p r i o r t o 
r e s t o r a t i o n s , p. 188. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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