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Gilbertvilie:Hstoric District,

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single dwelling; Miltiple dwelling;
Secondary Structure; Hotel

Gormer ce/ Depart nent St ore;  Vér ehouse

Soci al / Meeting Hall

f;nx/ Prnnpnf/PnQt CI-ffiro- Pniiy*thnNco

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

No Style

Mid-igth Centiiry/fireek Revival; Gothic Revival

Late Victorian/italianate; Second Enpire;
Oueen Anne: Stick: Shingle;

Late 19th Century Revivals/ Colonial Revival,

Classical Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Gilbertvilie isanisolated textile mll
Har dwi ck, Wrcester County, Massachusetts,

the Glbert Gonpany's c

Har dwi ck, Massachusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single dwelling; Miltiple dwelling;
Sprondrry stnrturp

Qwmprci al /nepartment . Sore; R<taiirflnt;
Virphnii < p

Soci al/ MpPti nq Hall

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite; Brick; Concrete; Stone

walls Wood; Brick; Granite: Aluminum:
Asphal t; Vinyl

roof Asphalt; Slate

other

village locatedin the town of

_ ) constructed [argely by the George

H G |bert Manufact urln% npany between 1860 and 1930.
anging plans for the construction of a single

e village reflects

enterprise community, based on a profitable manufacturing conpany and a
convenient and suitable workforce, executed inthe village ﬁl an, the
t

construction of mlls, the selection of housing tyBes and
The | arge

spiritual and recreational activities.

e provisions for

rick mll buildings

domnate the landscape, surrounded by the bl ocks, duBI exes and rowhouses

constructed by the co

Congregational church and library.

. forits workers. The G|
stores, a post office, schools and neetingplaces, as well

On the eastern border of the conpany-owned

ert famly al so supplied
as an out st andi ng

portion of the village a conpl enentary service community devel oped, part of

which is also includedinthis nomnation.

Addi tional specul ative

mul ti-famly housing, stores and, of particular inportance, the Fonan Catholic

conpl ex of church, school, rectory and convent were constructed.

Single

famly housing isinthe mnority throughout the village, but concentratedin

this privately held portion.

Col oni al
C assi cal
false or "boomtown" fronts.

The ornanent al
includes the Geek Revival, Italianate, Stick, Shingle,
Revival styles for the residences; Gothic Revival, Second Enpire and

Revival styles for the public buildings, while the stores enploy the
The village retains nearly all

vocabulary of the village

Ane and

of the buildings

ever constructed there during the Glbert Manufacturing ownership between 1860
and 1938 and fewnew structures have been constructed since that tine. The
nomnated portions of the vill a%e i ncludes 125 propertieswth 154 resources,

consisting of 125 contributing

contributing sites and one contributing object.

bui | di ngs.

ui I dings, four contributing structures, three

There are 21 non-contributing

Topogr aphy, Settlement Pattern and Infrastructure

The village of Gilbertville lies inthe valley of the Vdre River where it
takes anearly right angle turn inits path froma southwest to a south

flow ng direction.

The village takes an inverted L shape along this route and

extends about a half mle fromeast to west on the short upper armand about a

mle fromnorth t osouth onthe long |ower arm

The smal|l Danforth Brook

enters the village fromthe north tojoin the river north of the angle.

FxISee continuation sheet
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6. Historic Functions (continued)

Education/School; Library
Religion/Religious Structure;
Church School; Church-related
Industry/Manufacturing facility;
Waterworks; Energy facility
Transportation/Rail -related;

Road-rd ated

residence

7. Architectural Classification

Late 19th Century American/Bungalow

Qurrent Functions (continued)

Gvernnent/Post OFfice; Qourthouse

Religion/Religious Structure;
Church School; Church-related
residence

Industry/Communications facility;

Transportation/Rail-related;

Road-rd ated
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flow ng through a deep gulley. At the river the viI!aEe elevationis

ap’orom mately 500 feet above sea level, but rises quickly to the adjacent
hills on all sides, to about 650 feet inthe district, but continuingto rise
to Dougal Muntain (1058 feet) to the northwest, to Goat Hill (approximately
950 feet) to the northeast, and an unnaned hill in Nw Braintree (narked
"Chase", 942 feet) and Vére (approximately 950 feet) to the south. These

t opographi ¢ features served to 1solate the village from the surrounding
agricultural landscape. Although these hills are now covered with second
growth forest, during nost of the period of significance they were conRI etely
bare of trees and were given over primarily to pasture. B/ contrast the
village streets were formerly lined by attractive shade trees that have since
been renoved during street widenings, hurricanes and disease.

The G| bert Cbnpa%'rs brick textile mlls were |ocatedin clusters at two
[l)_ﬁmts along the e River on the falls, first MIls Nunber Qe, Two and

ree at the angle and later M|l Nuner Four to the south. There are three
falls within the district, two of which were devel oped for water, steam and
hydro-electric power by the Glbert Manufacturing Gonpany; the third for
wat er - power ed wood wor mg, both privately and by the conpany. The najor fall
vas first danmed inthe 18th century and rebuilt by Glbert early in
1860- 1862, but was destroyed inthe hurricane of 1938. |t s power canal fed
MIls Nufoer e, T™wo and Three with the exposed tail race continuing past the
mlls before rejoining the river. MIl Ninmer Four was |ocated at the next
fall along the river to the south. |tspower canal |eaves the river just
bel ow the angle, forns "the Island", and rejoins the river well belowthe
mlls. Tw major bridges cross the river inthe village. At the angle a new
1947 reinforced concrete bridge replaced the handsone 1871 stone arch bridge
danaged in 1938, and allows Main Street to cross the river. The National
Register-listed (NR 1986) Covered Bridge #900, a Town |attice bridge, was
constructed in 1836 connecting Bridge Street to the adjacent town of Vdre.

The conpany-owned portion of the villa?e I's concentrated al on? the streets
laid out adjacent to the conpany's m|ls, on the north side of the river above
its turn and belowthe turn parallel tothe river on its east side. The
densest nei ghborhoods of housing are |ocated at the ends of the village and
closest to the river, on streets and terraces laid out by the conpany just of f
Main Street. Infour areas the conpany constructed housing types that
included nany units with a small nunters of roons per unit: on Broad, Vést and
North Streets north of the river and west of Danforth Brook; on East, Brook
and East Mun Streets north of the river and east of the brook; east of the
river on Bridge and Gove Streets, and formerl(}/ on the Island, and on South
Mai n, Joselyn and Hgh Streets at the south end of the viIIaPe. The nore

ambi tious buildings are anply spaced inthe center of the village on Min
Street, Hghland Terrace and Nw Braintree Road. Included are the |arger
house types, the single famly houses, as well as the inportant public

bui I dings including the schools, church and store. There are no publicly

(conti nued)
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maintained park spaces in the area.

The northeast, privately-owned portion of the village is an eclectic mix of
residential, commercial and institutional buildings, dating primarily to the
last years of the 19th century. The primary street here is Church Street,
running east-west and its intersection with Hardwick Road running north-south
is the focal point for this portion of the village. Along Church Street is
the commercial "strip" of the village, the location formerly of the Union
Hotel, presently the Windsor Hotel, as well as a number of store buildings of
one and two stories. Located at its eastern end are the area's most ambitious
single family houses and the complex of buildings associated with St. Aloysius
Church. Small courts are located to the north and primarily to the south of
Church Street, where the area's two family houses and tenements are situated.
Outside of the district on the secondary north-south road. Mechanic Street,
and on Hardwick Road, are located a number of single and two-family residences.

In the period prior to Gilbert Company development, much of the area was an
unincorporated gore, but its small size meant it received the same attention
to transportation requirements as any other part of the town. The Church/Main
Street and Hardwick/Gilbertville Road corridors were inter-town routes of long
standing. The remaining roads were first footpaths and courtyards around
company-owned buildings that gradually became roadways, particularly after the
advent of common automobile use. The Sanborn insurance map sequence
illustrates this transition nicely, adding from year to year more formal
roads, particularly off Church Street, as well as West, Brook and East
Streets. During this transition, the locations of some roadways shifted from
in front of the buildings to behind them, most notably at Highland Terrace and
Taylor Street, because of increasing amounts of traffic. Throughout the
period of significance the road names changed as well, both as owners and
other monuments changed but also because the streets were not public roads and
so subject to little regulation. The houses and the units within them are
still not numbered in the village or in the town at large, and have been
subject to several informal numbering schemes, as evidenced in village
directories and on buildings; this has hampered some avenues of research on
building occupancy.

Gilbertville's railroad connections came comparatively late. The Ware River
Railroad from Palmer to New Hampshire opened to Gilbertville in 1870. The
line passed through the village along the east and south side of the river,
and its related buildings, the Ware River Passenger Depot, Freight Station
and Warehouse were located the west side of South Main Street (#108, #1009,
#87), north of the Congregational Church. They all survive, small and simple
brick structures featuring a wide hip roof with overhangs on the depot and
corbelled cornices on the small gable block freight station and the larger
L-plan warehouse buildings. Even more long-awaited was the construction of
the Central Massachusetts Railroad, opening in Gilbertville in 1887. These

(continued)
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rails followed on the west and north side of the river with its buildings
located north of the angle. The surviving Central Massachusetts Passenger
Depot is on the north side of Main Street (#49), a small frame hip-roofed
building with a deep overhang supported by exceptional stick-work brackets,
with turned cross members at each corner. Both line continued along the Ware
River valley toward Barre. A streetcar link to Ware operated in the early
20th century.

Mill Buildings

Between 1860 and 1864 the George H. Gilbert Manufacturing Company constructed
four mills along the Ware River. The mills make use of two of the three falls
in this stretch of the river, with Mills Number One, Two and Three located on
the eastern fall near the river's turn to the south, and Mill Number Four at
the falls to the south of this turn. The mills were originally poviered by the
Ware River and an imposing dam and granite arch bridge were located upstream
to the east until the hurricane of 1938. This power was subsequently
substantially augmented by steam and electric power. Oral history suggests
that these three mills were each initially operated as a vertically integrated
plant, including all processes from accepting the wool through cleaning,
combing, spinning, weaving, fulling and dying the wool. During the later
years of the 19th century major additions were made, one to Mills Number One
and Number Two and one to Mill Number Four; early in the 20th century there
was a replacement of portions of Mill Number Four and the addition of a Power
Plant on the Island. Today the later Power Plant survives with numerous
subsequent additions. The textile mills are integral to the village, both as
the visual focus of its layout and the functional center of life there.

The core of Mill Number One (#48 on Main Street) is the oldest in the
complex, a four-story, brick, high gable-roofed block extending eighteen bays
in length. Its bays are marked by panels that rise to segmental arches and
the 12/12 double-hung sash are set within segmental arch openings. A low
extension office and a high tower with an octagonal frame belvedere are
located on the east short wall of the mill. The 1883 additions form a wider
four story addition to the west and a lower two-story, clerestory
monitor-roofed addition to the north. These are distinguished from the
earlier portion by their use of a low and wide gable roof and larger openings
composed of paired 9/9 double-hung sash. Their ornament retains the use of
raised panels marking bays, with a toilet tower added at the junction of the
addition on the west wall and a stair tower along the rear addition. The
extreme dimensions of the mill plus additions was 130 by 56 feet. Examination
of the interior indicates the use of slow-burn construction, large girts to
support the floors measure about 18 inches square and floor construction of
two inch plank, presently covered with narrow flooring. The girts are
attached to the brick exterior walls with rods whose ornamental ends can be
seen on the exterior and are supported on the interior by pairs of posts,

(conti nued)
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square with chamfered corners in the old portion of the mill and round in the
new. The roof on the older portion of the mill is constructed of collared
principal rafters and principal purlins, with additional support provided by
tied queen posts rising from the tie beams to a location between the purlins.
The roof boarding is attached to an additional layer of common rafters. In
the newer portions of the mill the roof is nearly flat. By the early 20th
century the first and second floors of the main block were used for weaving
with mule spinning above and the northern part used as a machine shop and
pattern room.

Mill Number Two stood between Mill Number One and Main Street, and its
sequence of construction is more difficult to reconstruct. The main block was
lower, three stories in height, and measured 125 by 60 feet. Its later date
of construction is reflected in its low gabled roof, its wider 8/12 windows
and its use of right angles at the pilaster-cornice joins. Mill Number Two
housed the various finishing processes of fulling and burling, as well as
packing and storage, and a small amount of mule spinning. After the 1938
hurricane damaged this mill it was dismantled and removed. A small hexagonal
brick structure adjacent to this site to the west, a former acetylene gas
generator, was later used for storage. Mill Number Three was the carpenter
shop and storage; it was dismantled and removed in 1916.

Mill Number Four (#115 on South Main Street) is located further downstream,
on the west side of the river, on the Island formed by the Ware River and the
power canal. The main block is a six story, brick, high gable-roofed block
extending to thirteen bays on either side of the high central tower. These
buildings share the ornament of Mill Number One, but is further elaborated by
corbelling in the arches and at the cornice. It is also primarily of
slow-burn construction. Many of the main building's functions are reflected
in its structure, in the remnant wheel of the power train and in the brick
piers that supported large combing machines, both on the first floor. The
fourth floor is exceptional for the large open expanse with no interior
supporting posts. The roof framing is a wider version of that in Mill Number
One, but with no intervening floor level; principal rafters and purlins
reinforced by a wide queen post bent, as well as iron supports. Its tower was
formerly topped by an open stage with a mansard roof and a clock stage and
mansard roof with cresting above. Now the stage is closed and topped by a
pyramidal roof but the clock remains in place. Two low wings extend the total
length to 230 feet and the structure is 60 feet in width. The southern wing
is covered in a low gable and clerestory roof. The first northern wing was a
more complex structure, with a mansard-roofed office of unknown height and a
lower perpendicular power house. The present dye-house wing, constructed of

reinforced concrete with a saw-toothed roof and vat recepticals still visible,
replaced these earlier buildings in 1914. Two additional buildings are
located near the south end of the mill. A three story, low gable-roofed block

with monitor resembles the addition to Mill Number One, suggesting a similar

(continued)
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1880s date. Nearby is a three-story house, with the tiny openings that
characterize the form, slow-burn construction and no interior access between
floors. By the early 20th century these buildings were used for the early
stages of textile manufacturing, with wool sorting and storage in the southern
building, picking in the southern wing, dying in the north wing and in the
main building, scouring on the first floor, worsted combing and spinning on
the second floor, mule spinning on the third and fourth floors and carding on
the fifth.

The Power Plant (#114 south Main Street), constructed in 1912, is dominated
by the tall brick stack. Its small brick office and the main block of the
plant are located side by side. Both are a single story in height, with
monitors on their nearly flat roofs, and windows set in segmental arched
openings. Additional single-story structures are located to the east and the
south. The plant was located on the site of five examples of four early
Gilbert tenements.

Company housing: multi-family

Gilbert quickly turned to constructing housing for his mill workforce,
beginning with a crash building campaign in the early 1860s. On his
first-purchased parcel north of the river and adjacent to Mill Number One were
located the first group of worker tenements. Before the decade was out he had
expanded his holdings to the southern, gore portion of the village, and
constructed many more tenements there. For these early buildings the company
choose an ornamental vocabulary that dominates and unifies the village.
Italianate-style decoration employs a wide molded freize along the facade
cornice line, supported by paneled pilasters at each corner. In this style
the company built tenement blocks, duplexes, and finally rows, to total
forty-four buildings. During the next sixty years the company constructed new
housing during two periods, the first a campaign of expansion, the second of
replacement. A building campaign of the 1880s employed Stick style elements
on one large and one small duplex, as well as on a tenement row, and a total
of twenty-five new buildings. The final campaign in the 1910s and 1920s
employed Colonial Revival elements in large duplexes and rows, and a total of
twelve new buildings. Neither historic documents nor village oral history
have yielded period names for the various house types, thus those used here
were developed during this study and subject to change.

Tall tenement blocks were Gilbert's first choice for housing, and the two
variations are easily confused; they are known here as Tenement Blocks Three
and Four. Each is a large gable block frame on a dressed granite foundation,
six bays in width with a double pile plan; the entries are located in the
central pair of bays. First Tenement Block Three is believed to be the first
of the residential forms built here and is known from four examples. Its name
is derived from its form, four units within a building divided both

(continued)
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horizontally and vertically, and fromits nunoer of usable floors. This type
is distinguished by the third tier of wndows on the facade; a row of
horizontal three pane w ndows which run along the frieze, providing light to
the third story. Located bel ow these wndows are two tiers of 66 w ndows,
the common w ndow type for this period. Unlike the other early typesits
lateral elevationsare simlar on the first and second floor, with a centered
pair of wndows on the third floor. Exanples of this type are |ocated on
North Street (#56), on Vst Street (#60) and two on Main Street (#53 and
#54), where the earliest construction took place. Another exanple on North
Miin Street vas renoved after the period of significance. Tenenent Bl ock Four
is a larger variation of the block form wth higher posts for the third floor
and an additional small attic story, and is known fromonly four exanpl es.
This type i s distinguished by the third tier of wndows on the facade, but
with 33s above tw tiers of 6/6s. Like the other early types it enploysin
the lateral walls a narrowi ng stackingof the wndows and tw narrow center
w ndows inthe center of third floor and, demonstrating its exceptional size,
also the fourth floor. Tw exanples are |ocated on Vést Street (#61 and

#63, noncontributing) and one on East Street (#76) from the first wave of
construction; five are |ocated on Bridge Street (#89, #90, #91, #92 and #93)
and one on South Miin Street (#1282( from the second. Five additional

exanpl es were built on the Island known fromnap and photo evidence, but were
replaced in 1912 with a power plant.

Each of these early types share a simlar and distinctive floor plan. Each
building is divided vertically inhalf, wth tw horizontally arranged units
on each half. The entries open onto narrow | obbys, enploying partition walls
between the hall and stairway like all five early types. The first and second
floors of each half are given over to the [iving areas of each unit, with a
narrow stair hall and parlor inthe front pile, and a kitchen and generous
pantry inthe rear pile on each floor. Inthe rear of the main block tw
smal | ells enclose a service stair and woodshed area. The unusual el enment of
this plan i s the shared third floor chanbers, where in each half four bedroons
ver e apparenth. apportioned, one front and one back roomfor each unit bel ow
Evidence for this included equal and open access to the third floor fromboth
the first and the second floors, and the survival in exanple #6 on North
Street of painted nunerals, #33 above two doors and #34 above the two
remaining. The shared third story and stair passage narked an inportant
departure from period standards of autonony and privacy, within and between
famlies. The expansion of this general type, fromBock Three to B ock Four
b%. raising the post height allowed for additional heIPht and light tothe
third floor and adds a low garret space under the roof. During the second
[la_ﬂase of early construction the conpany retained Tenenent B ock Four but B ock
ree vas abandoned.

Unfortunately little is known about the plan of an exceptionally |arge
tenement block built by the Gonpany on Min Street at the base of Mechanic

(conti nued)
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Street. Known as the Brown Block, and believed to contain six [iving units,
this building isthe [argest known in the village, called here Tenenent B ock
Six. |tsfacade resenbl ed Tenenent B ock Four, but itssideelevation
indicates a fenestrated fourth story far larger, and the presence of higher
and deeper rear ells. This building vas renoved after the period of

signi ficance.

Possibly to bend to mddle-class and housing reforners' conventions of
privacy, the Gonpany added the duplex house types to their repertoireduring
the second phase of construction. The two-famly house, vertically divided,
becane the nost conmon housetype built by the conpany, totalling thirty-three
units by the end of construction. Their first effort. First Duplex Ais
known from fifteen exanples all located i n the south-east part of the
village. Here the six bay facade includes one tier of 33 wndows over one of
66 wndows and retains center paired doors. Like the other .earI}/ types the
wndows in the gable end are stacked in decreasing wdth spacing from floor to
floor, topped in the gable by two narrow w ndows often wit .tr|anPuI ar heads.
In each half the first floor contains three roons and a stair hall, arranged
to locate a parlor and stairhall inthe front pile and a large kitchen in the
center and snaller dining roomon the outside wall of the rear. A woodshed
ell extends to the rear of each unit with a shared well between. Four roons
are located on the second floor, and two roons on the third floor. Heven of
these Duplex A types are located on Main Street (#78, #79, #80, #32, #83,
#84. #85, #86, #116. #118. #119), three on Hghland Terrace (#36 and #98,
#7 noncontri butllng?] and one on Gove Street %#95). First Duplex Bis _
easily confused with Early Duplex A and known from two exanpl es |ocated side
by side on South Main Street (#117 and #120). This type is distinguished by
the arrangement and ornanent of itsside elevationwhere the wndows are
stacked wth identical spaci n% from floor to floor; their rear additions are
two rather than one story inheight. Inadditionto these housetypes, at

| east one other two-famly house vas constructed with this distinctive
olrlnamant, or(;| #73 Brook Street, but itsopenings have been altered andits
ell's renoved.

First Tenenent Rw is the last of the five early residential forns
constructed by the Gonpany, a long tenement row Wth this final phase of
construction just after 1870, the co evidenced itsreorientation in their
designs for types with four units from the unusual tenenent blocks to the nore
conmon, and nore autonomous, rows. The four unit row building type caneto
account for the |argest nunber of housing units inthe village. This rowis
known from four exanples on South Main Street (#121. #122. and #128, #125
noncontributing) constructed just after 1870. This type includes four
adjacent residential units and is not as deep as the other tg/pes. The facade
consists of twelve ba?/s with paired entries at bays three and four and bays
nine and ten. |tenploys inthe gable two narrow triangle-headed w ndows and
adds donners to Iight the garret. The design of this type included a smaller

(conti nued)
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first floor ﬁl an but nearly as nany chanbers as the dupl exes. Two roons are
located on the first floor, a front parlor and a large rear kitchen and
Fantry; three small bedroons arelocated on the second floor, and a single
arge roomin the garret. These are chiefly distinguished fromtheir
predecessors, the blocks, in the additional space provided for chanbers and
the autonony of each unit.

The G |bert Gnpany retained of the formal features of these rows in the
next group of housing added by the conpany as i t began its second naj or

bui l ding canpaign in the 1880s. Second Tenenent Fows are known from seven
exanples and al | are located within a smll area in the north part of the
village, including twoon North Street (#58 and #59), four on Broad Street
}#65 and #67, #64 and #66 noncontributing), and one on Prospect Street

#72%; anot her on Prospect Street has been denolished. Arelated exanpl e on
North Street (#58) is aFirst Tenenent Rowin form with Second Tenenent Fow
ornanent, altered toresenble this group. The long rectangle has a
sKmnetncal facade, narked by a w de central clipped-gable wall dormer and
shed roofs over the paired entries. The facade rhythmis 2-2-1-2-1-2-2 and
stickwork divides the grouped bays and narks the wndow sills and heads. The
floor plan also enploys a side stair hall, front parlor, rear kitchen and
pantry, and two floors of chanbers.

The npany soon returned tothe durable duplex form adding both small and
large types at this time. The Late Duplex, built in 1883, 1s even |arger

than the Cbm s first duplexes and only twoare known. The exanples are

| ocated on raintree Road 3#105) and on H ghland Terrace (#99). The

long rectangle has a symmetrical facade, with a rhythmof 1-3-3-1, narked by a
w de shed-roofed entry porch over bays two through seven, and two w de gabl e
dorners. The design of these tenements is derived primarily fromtheir
massing, with the addition of horizontal boards narking the sills and heads of
the wndows. Each half had a generous side entry hall with a kitchen behind
it, with paired parlor and dining roomflanking them Three |arge roons are
located on the second story and two additional on the third garret story. The
exanpl e on H ghland Terrace, known as the Marsh House, was expanded in t he
1910s all egedly t oacconodate Ms. Mirsh's Sunday School efforts. Both the
living and the dining roomwere expanded t othe south, and the hall was
redecorated with Colonial Revival interior details at the sane tine. @ the
second floor a sleeping porch was added in the front, a roomexpansion was
nade in the sane directionin the rear; onthe third story this additional
lateral space is unused, accessible only through a craw space. These |arge
dupl exes, like the small nuner of single-fam %/ residences built by the
conpany, were the rare exanpl es of housing in the village that net

m ddl e-class ideals for domestic Iiving.

In 1885 the onpany added a new snall duplex formwth the construction of the
Bungal ow Dupl ex. Qe of the nost commen types built in Gilbertville,

(continued)
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thirteen examples are known to survive; at least one other has been
demolished. Examples are located in the southern part of the village, on
South Main Street (#130), two on Joselyn Road (#139 and #140), three on

High Street (#132, #133 and #135); and in the northern portion, including
two on East Main Street (#51 and #52) and a noncontributing example on East
Street (#75). Outside of the district boundaries there are two on Prospect
Street, one on New Braintree Road and one on Mindel Street. These small
two-family houses are nearly square and derive their ornament from the use of
varied wall covering and shed roof extensions of the roof to shield their
openings. The first level to the sills of the second story windows were
clapboarded, the two tiers above covered in shingles. These houses were small
in size compared to the other duplexes, with first floor plans more like the
First Tenement Rows. A side entry led into a hall with a parlor in the front
pile and a kitchen and large panty in the rear; three small bedrooms were
located on the second floor, but there was no additional garret space. In
these numerous housetypes the Company chose a small number of rooms,
approximated only by the Tenement Blocks. It illustrates the Company's
continued commitment to the duplex form as well as their preference for a
large proportion of units in small sizes.

The company conducted a final extended construction campaign early in the
early 20th century, including a large duplex and two new row forms. The Last
Duplex is the largest duplex built in Gilbertville, dating to between 1898
and 1911, and only two examples are known. They are located on South Main
Street (#106) and New Braintree Road (#102). The nearly square main block

of the building has a symmetrical facade with a deep roof overhang. The
paired entries are marked by a wide shed-roofed porch but its central gable
masks the two-family function. The plan of these units is among the largest
built in the village, with a front parlor opening to a dining room, a side
stair hall in the main block and generous kitchen, pantry and woodshed space
in the rear ell. The size, plan and finish of these duplexes, together with
their siting near other large forms of duplexes, and, most significantly, near
the small number of single family dwellings, sets them apart from the other
forms of housing in the village.

The Company continued to favor four-unit, small-plan row housing. A single
large Tenement Row was constructed on Prospect Street, just outside the
district at the same time, a unique instance of the type. The large hip block
is U-shaped and includes four units. Its facade is eight bays in length, with
entries at bays two and three and at bays six and seven. More examples were
constructed of the Third Tenement Row, constructed between 1911 and 1917 and
known from seven examples. Examples are located on East Main Street (#55)
and Grove Street (#94), where they replaced existing buildings, and two on
High Street (#134 and #136), and three on South Main Street (#123, #124 and
#126). Several were probably constructed to accomodate the residents of the
Island, where Tenement Blocks were replaced with the Power Plant in 1912.

(conti nued)
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These examples are ornamentally different for their predecessors, but depart
from earlier patterns of form only in the separation rather than pairing of
unit entries. The long gabled blocks have a narrow gabled jog at each end
with pyramidal entry porches before them and with entries to the internal
units at bays 3 and 8; this separation of entries represents a departure from
the earlier tenements. Three gable-roofed dormers are centered in the roof,
at bays two and three, five and six and eight and nine. The rhythm of the
facade openings is 2-1-2-2-1-2. The design of this type are the largest among
the tenement rows, including three rather than two primary rooms on the first
floor, plus stairhall and bath and three chambers on each of the two stories
above. In addition, the plans for all units within a building are not the
same. The end units site their parlor and kitchen front to back in the inside
half of the unit, their hall on the outside wall and stair on the interior,
locating the dining room behind the entry. In the center plans the parlor and
dining room are in the inside half, the entry is in the interior, stair on the
outside wall, with the kitchen behind the stair.

The Last Tenement Row was the last mill housing to be built in the village
and only two examples are known. The examples are located side by side on
High Street (#137 and #138). The long rectangle has a symmetrical facade,
marked by a wide shed-roofed wall dormer over bays two through seven, and four
gable-roofed entry porches. This type also separates rather than pairs its
entries. Both surviving examples have been sided, but their overall massing,
openings and porch detailing remain. Like their predecessors they each house
four units. In these the plan resembles that of the earliest rows, with front
parlor and rear kitchen, front stairhall and rear pantry, with three bedrooms
and bath above the entry on the second floor.

Other Multi-family Housing

The Gilbert Manufacturing Company was not the only builder of rental housing
for the operative and village population. Gilbert's son-in-law Charles Dexter
took advantage of his connection to the company to construct investment
properties to rent to company workers. His first efforts, here known as the
Dexter Tenements, were constructed in the area adjacent to the Gilbert
Manufacturing Company "town" between 1870 and 1885. All examples are now
covered in synthetic siding. Two are located facing one another on Mindel
Street (#184 and #185) and two on DuHamel Court (#188 and #189). They are
approached from the rear with their facades looking to the west and faced the
schoolhouse that was replaced by a Gilbert Late Tenement Row. These plain
buildings are two and a half story gable blocks with a six bay facade
arrangement with a rythm of 1-1-2-1-1, and several have had enclosed porches
added to these facades. Next to the Mindel Street examples (#147 on Church
Street) is a similar block with an additional cross gable entry bay and first
floor enclosed porches; here the block is divided along the ridge line so that
the units are arranged back-to-back. Dexter's next effort was the six-unit

(continued)
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Dexter Bocic #129 on South Main Street between 1885 and 1898 The twoand a
half story gable block extends t otwelve b%s, with entries at bays two and
three, six and seven and ten and el even. e alternating first floor bays are
treated with bay w ndows, angled at each end and rect angul ar inthe central
areas. Theinteriors enploy double pile plans, with side stair andentry

hall, paired parlors and rear kitchen. At the southern end of the village on
Joselyn Road another tenenent block (#153), datin? tothe early 20th

century, rises twoand a half stories above a fieldstonefoundation, another
four unit gable block.

Aong what was originally known as the Barre Road but cane t o be known as
Church Street several individuals constructed variations of the twoand a
hal f story gable block duplex, usually toreside inhalf and torent half.
Probably the first was the Harvey-Qrawford House (#149), part of which nay
have been used as a store. The six bay, double f)l le house is treatedwth the
famliar wde cornice board, pilasters and entablature entry. Sinpler, nearly
unor nanent ed exanpl es, whose devel opers arecurrently unknown, can be found
across the street. Aso of six bays (#148), andin aslight variation, with

a singleentry inafive bay facade (#145), pairs for these exanples can be
found in other parts of the V|||a([:1e not included in the district. Qutside the
district twofour-unit tenenent blocks were constructed the Gendreau
famly, while snaller one and a half story dupl exes were built on Hardw ck

Foad and t othe east on Church Street.

Single Famly Housing

The vast majority of the housing stock in Gilbertville isnulti-famly, and it
is those buildings that distinguish the village from its surrounding

| andscape. But a small nunier of dwellings here areof the single-famlytype,
built before the G lbert acquisition of the area or constructed in small
nunbers for special, high-status enpl oyees, seldomG |bert famly neniers, but
closelY allied with them During the 1860 t o 1870 decade when G | bert

assenbl ed the village parcels, a nunier of houses arelisted anong the conpany
assessments. Athough all cannot be certainly identified, sone reliable

desi gnations of key properties can be nade. The bb fam |y houses stood at
the corner of Hardw ck Road and Min Street, and were |ater replaced by the
Wnsor Hotel and stores across the street. Further along Min Street stood
the farm owned by J, Hervey, On South Miin Street, the Barl ow House (#107)
illustrates a nodest hone of the second quarter of the 19th century, one and a
half stories with small wndows under the eaves and an assynetrical facade
arrangenent. An even sinpler house, |acking the lights for the uEper story,

is #74 on Boolc Street. Later in date and believed t ohave been built by

the Gnpany are twoone and a half story upright andw'n% houses, | ocated on
Vst (#62?] and North (#57) Streets, each enploying the three bay side entry
form inthe nain block, wth alateral ell extending tothe side. The North
Street exanple retains its@Geek Revival trim using pilasters and w de

(conti nued)
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cornice board similar but not identical to that used on the early company
housing. Of particular interest is the Sawyers House (#266), located at the
end of Old Mill Road, adjacent to the lowest of the falls of the river. This
house was constructed during the second wave of building in the 1860s for the
operator of the mill of that group of buildings. The two and a half story,
five-bay, double pile house has a center stair hall in the front pile between
the front rooms, and two unequally sized rooms in the rear. There are also
four rooms on the second floor and two on the third. It is probably the
largest single family dwelling built by the Company during the first building
campaign.

But it was the houses constructed for Gilbert's daughter and her husband
Charles Dexter, and the houses of other high ranking workers and family
friends, that were the most unusual in the village. On the top of the hill on
Summit Road, the Dexters built a large Italianate gable block house of two and
a half stories, with a wide three bay facade and one story porch; it burned in
the mid-20th century. Along New Braintree Road below this house, three

houses were built for Mrs. Adams, the Ward family and the Richardson family.
The Mrs. Adams House (#100 on Suinnit Avenue) is formally similar to the

Dexter House, but with additional Stick style elements including projecting
bays on the lateral walls, a partial front porch with ornamental brackets and
vergeboards at the apex of the gable ends. The carriage house associated with
this property has been converted to a residence and thus does not retain
integrity. The Richardson House (#103) adds these ornamental elements to a
more complex house form, an T-plan cross gable, with a three-bay side-entry
facade. The Ward House (#101) is a hip-roofed version of the type, with
projecting frontispiece, and ornamental supports at the first floor facade
porch. Further south on the rise behind the church and chapel is the
similarly ambitious Stick style Parsonage (#112 on Highland Avenue). This
residence is also cruciform, with a high primary gable block crossed by gabled
ells and projecting bays. Its ornament includes the use of porches, canted
corners, overhanging second story, coved cornice, stickwork at the corners and
marking the floors and quite intricately filling the tympanum in the gable
end. It formerly had a related carriage house in the rear.

Elaborate houses like these were also built on Church Street, especially in
the area next to and opposite the St. Aloysius Church complex. There and on
Hardwick Road outside the district lived many of the business and professional
men of the community. The earliest is #155, a two and a half story gable
block, with a three-bay, center-entry facade, entry porch and oculus-lit
facade gable, all echoing Italianate design elements. The Gendreau House
(#154), next door, is a pyramidal block two and a half story house with
hip-roofed dormers, a full front porch with a two-story central portion and
three-sided projecting bays, combining Queen Anne and Colonial Revival
elements in an elaborate version of the four-square house type. Across the
street, the W.H. Phelps House (#150) a cross-gable, L-plan house, includes

(continued)
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such Queen Anne el ements as a corner tower with high hip roof and bands of
ornanental shinglesnarking the floors; the front porches have been encl osed.
Next door the St. Al oysius Rectory (#150a? isatw and a half story

gabl efront house with overhanging third floor gables, entry porch and
projecting gabl ed bays, again conbining Queen Awmne with Colonial Revival
elenents including three part and two part wndows with blind half-round fans,
and classically derived porch treatnents. Its carriage house, a gable bl ock
with central facade gable and cupola, survivesinthe rear.

Publ i ¢ Bui | di ngs

Wth the exception of the mlls, the largest and nost el aborate buildings in
the vill ‘R‘/%e are those neeting places constructedby the pongan?/ and the town.
G I bert Manufacturing early recognized the need for public buildings to serve
the growng community and the town soon followed their |ead. Paternalistic

attitudes anong manufacturers |ed to the construction of buildings to enclose

sanctioned activities that the hoped would "uplift" the workers.
Gilbertville Hall 5#50 on Main Street) was built b{)t e co i n 1863, a
three story nansard roofed structure with a store belowand a hall above. The

storefront vas of the three bay, center entry type, with an adjacent entry on
the east side providing access to the upper floors. |Its paneled pilasters and
cornice are of the sane type used on the earliest conpany housing, and its
nansard story was |it wt ﬁalred w ndows i n shal | ow, hip-roofed donners.  Nw
the \WW hall, the building has had its third story renoved, and has been
substantial [y altered. e building perforned a nunber of functions, nany of
which would be later renoved to separate buildings as the village becane nore
el aborate. Recreational structures were built inthe village as well. The
Gilbertville Wion Hall Associationms forned in 1883 and constructeda
skating rink, fornerly located at the site of the nodern post office and
renoved by 1911. The wde gable block had its entry located in the southeast
corner tower, and the whol e building was treated ina restrained Stick style.
A octagonal bandstand, with turned posts and stickwork rail and screen,
formerly stood nearby where the Conpany-sponsored Coronet band woul d perform
Qutside the district beyond Prospect Street a baseball field was the site of
popul ar weekend sem - prof essi onal ganes.

The need for schoolinginthe new conmunity was readily obvious and neant the
and the town would have to work together. The town of Hardwck still
enpl oyed the district school system but it is not known whether the conpany or
the town was the inpetus for the construction of schools inthe village.
School house No. 2 (#13) was built at the corner of the present Hgh and
Hghland Streets by 1870. MNw a residence, its original appearance from
village views suggests a two and a half story, four bay deep, four bay |ong
bui | di n? with entry into the far right end. It had been denolished by 1898
and replaced across HPh Street with a two and a half story T-plan structure,
suggesting that multiple classroons were |located within and that grading had

(conti nued)
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been adopt ed. 1911 that school too had been removed. A so by 1898 a | ong,
low building with a projecting |obby entry had been constructed on the south
side of Min Street below the intersection with Hardw ck/Glbertvil |e Roads,
That building had been renoved by 1917.  The surviving school houses were added
in 1903 and 1910, |ocated near one another on the east side of South Min
Street. The George H Gilbert Hementary School (#81) was built firstin
frane, a twoand a half story hip block with Cassical Revival detailingat
its paired entries. The new Hrawcic Hgh School (#113), relocated here

from Hardw ck Center, is abrick parapeted structure with simlar detailing
and recessed entry. Both of these schools were designed by EG and GC
Gardner of Springtield.

The St. Aloysius Fonan Catholic Church Gonpl ex on Church Street (#151) isan
inmportant cluster of institutional buildingsinthe village, attesting to the
strength of the immgrant Catholic population here. The conplex islocated
within the €r|vate| y-owned portion of the village, where services not provided
% the Gillbert Manufacturing Conpany were |ocated; G lbert provided only
ngregational religious services. After neeti n? informal 'y in residences and
neetinghal I's since 1867 the Rev. Gagnier raised funds to build the churchi n
1872. Constructed from his om Gothic and stickwork design, it related
closely to Munt Carnel in Vdre of the sane period and author but is no | onger
extant. The centerpiece church is abrick gablefront nave-plan form withan
unfenestrated clerestory and a small central vestibule. All the openings are
round headed, the vergeboards are constructed as a cutwork screen with
di anonds and quatrefoils, and ornanental shallow buttresses aresited between
the openings on all sides. The church interior was renovated during the
1880s, the 1920s and after the second Vatican Council during the [ate 1960s.
The school, a large two-story frame hip block, with horizontal board bands
narking the tops and bottons of the w ndows, dates t o 1889 and was expanded at
a later date. The main floor has four classroons arranged of f a T-shaped hal |
and an audi toriumoccupies the second floor, with another classroom in the
addition beyond. The convent was constructed after 1917, but wasrecently
removed toal ot of f the Lower Road; it is alarge twoand a half story
Classical Revival structure.

The Trinitarian Congregational Church (#111) is the nost architecturally
anbitious group inthe village, an exceptional late 19th century high-style
bui | ding constructed with funds provided by the Glbert famly. The
centerpiece church, an outstanding Mnson granite Gothic design attributedto
El bridge Boydon was constructed between 1872 and 1874. | tsbasic shape i s
cruciformoriented t oface west, a gableblock nave with acenter entry, a side
tower with stone spire onthe north, aturret and secondary entry on the south
and inthe rear a semcircular apse and transepts. All its openings are in
Gothic shapes, |ancet or tudor, and narked by pale contrastingstone. The
contrast of dark and |ight stone corresponds tothe choice of structural

pol ychrony that is the primary decorative node inthe Hgh Victorian Gothic

(conti nued)
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style. Ten years after the dedication of the church, a chapel and parsonage
were added. The former is attached to the north rear of the church by small
cloister, a small granite gable-on-hip block with somewhat later Tudor design
elements including banks of three-part casement windows. The final important
Gilbert family gift provided for the construction of the Gilbertville Public
Library (#1100 on South Main Street) in 1912. Col, Edward H, Gilbert's
funding led to the construction of a single-story, hip-roofed stone structure
that employs Classical Revival elements, including an entablature entry and
half-round window heads.

Isolated as the area was and in keeping with the well-known company store

policy, Gilbert choose to provide stores for his workers as well. The
village's first public building, Gilbert Hall, had a store on its first

floor. In 1867 a store run by the Hitchcocks, with a boardinghouse above, was
built on South Main Street; it has been replaced. It was a two and a half
story gablefront block with the common Italianate cornice and brackets. Its

storefronts, located on either side of the central entrance to the upper
story, each had a center entry and flanking large pane 2/2 sash. On the lot
now occupied by the post office was formerly a small stove store. The 1880s
building campaign produced the exuberant Stick style design for the store and
post office that stood on the site of the present library, a long gable block
with facade gables and elaborate stickwork dividing the stories and stores.
The building burned and was removed by 1911, The Court/Post Office Building
that replaced it was located near the river south of Mills One, Two and Three
(#77 on South Main Street) and also combined several functions including
post office, courtroom and store. Constructed in the new Classical Revival
style the seven-bay, two and a half story hip-roofed building has an
entablature-treated primary entry and two pediment-treated secondary entries.

The growing population of the village and the growing importance of the
transportation routes brought a variety of hotels and stores to the area along
Church Street, The Windsor Hotel (#140), located at the corner of Hardwick
Road and Church Street, was constructed in 1882, Its design takes advantage
of its corner location, employing a projecting pavillion at the intersection
of the building's two wings. The hotel rises to three stories with a low hip
roof. A single story porch wraps around both facades and rises to two levels
on the west side. An entry is located on each elevation, in the third of four
bays on the west and third of five on the south elevation. The eclectic trim
at the cornice and the porch supports and rails corresponds to the Stick and
Victorian eclectic styles. A livery stable was formerly located to the east
of the hotel, replaced by Dorman's Garage built with cinderblock. The
companion Union Hotel was formerly located at the corner of Mechanic Street
and Hardwick Road. Alcohol and the associated gaming and relaxation were
available only here outside of the Gilbert Company property.

(conti nued)
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These hotels formed the gate between the company-owned portion of the village
and the more commercial privately-owned parts. Five stores are located in the
area, all near the primary intersection, all constructed with a parapet across
the gable end to form a "boom town" or false front style. At #141 on Church
Street is the area's largest store building where the former Atlantic and
Pacific Tea Company Store shared the first floor with a soda fountain. This
two-part commercial block is of frame construction with a stucco cover on the
facade. Each store in this building has a recessed central entry with large
plate glass windows making up the entire walls on either side. The false
front of this example is a three-stepped pediment with a central two-part
window in the gable. Along the west wall is a turned-support porch over the
entry bay to the stair. A smaller but related version, with a single store
front and a flat parapet is located at #143 Church Street. Between these at
#142 Church Street is a small one-part commercial block with a flat parapet
and a side entry with a single pane picture window. The two-part commercial
block at #144 Church Street is outstanding because of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians Hall located in the second floor. The windows were closed during
the alterations of the first floor, but the recessed entry remains. Entry and
stair are located on the east end and the parapet is also stepped. The
Gendreau's Store was formerly located next door and included the meetinghall
of the Artisians, a French Canadian group. Finally, a smaller two story
one-part store has been converted to residential use, (#146. the E. Long
House) but retains a parapet with central gable and west wall porches.

Construction and Alterations after the period of significance

Li ke New Engl and towns Hardw ck entered a hiatus of newconstruction
during the depression and war years of the 1930s and 1940s, and |ike nany New
Engl and textile-based conmunities, Gilbertville suffered from southern
conpetition and entered itsslowdow even earlier, during the 1920s. Central
Massachusetts suffered under an additional threat, as the watersheds of the
Swift and Vdre River were chosen as |ocations for newreservoirs serving the
expandi ng popul ations of Wrcester and Boston. Takings of water from the Vére
Rver led toasuit by the conpany against the Metropolitan District .
Corm ssion, only one of nany in these river valleys, charging an interruption
of flow as well as a decline inwater purity. InGlbertville afinal factor
of change cane with the death of the last G| bert fam]?/. head for the conpany
and the subsequent Ieadersh|g§)'s unwi | I'ingness, or inability, toreorganize a
profitable operation. 1n1932the famly heirs and remaining stockhol ders
sold the conpany t oa group of Boston investors. The new G bert

greatly limted their enpl o%/ees and hours of operation during the 1930s and
eclared bankruptcy after the hurricane of 1938 did serious danage t othe dans
and mlls. The remining MIls Nunter Oe and Nunber Four were returnedt o
partial useduring this time - defense storage in the latter and storage and

sew ng under Carter and Witin at the forner. Although the Iiquidation of the

village nade residential properties available at [ow costs, fewtook advantage

(conti nued)
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of these opportunities until after World War I1. Thus much of the village
stood empty for two decades. In spite of this, few buildings were demolished,
or fell into such disrepair that demolition was subsequently required. The
village of Gilbertville remained a remarkably intact mill village constructed
primarily between 1860 and 1930.

Repair, alterations and new construction came with post-war prosperity. Under
ten buildings dating to the period of significance were subsequently
demolished, the Union Hotel at the corner of Hardwich Road and Mechanic
Street, the Tenement Block Six on Main Street, a Tenement Block Three on North
Street, a Second Tenement Row on Prospect Street, a Bungalow Duplex on
Prospect Street and the Gendreau Store on Church Street. The most common loss
is of the sheds and privies that stood behind all of the company housing,
though one may remain on South Main Street behind Bungalow Duplex #130. Only
a dozen primary buildings have been added to the area defined as the historic
district, many of these on the sites of the above demolished buildings, while
the remainder of the noncontributing buildings consist of new garages. The
most common alteration to the buildings has been the application of synthetic
siding to the majority. In the process of this alteration occassional
alterations were made to the ornamental treatment of the buildings (removing
trim, eliminating variations in wall cover) or to the openings (removing or
altering the shape of windows and doors). In a very few instances changes in
the massing of the building have been made through the addition or removal of
ells, porches and/or bays. Where clusters of these buildings are located, the
boundaries of the district have been drawn to exclude them. Individual
examples have been designated as noncontributing in five instances within the
district.

Archaeology

The archaeological potential of this district is of moderate importance. Most
of the buildings remain, and on small original parcels, but damage to many of
the power-related sites, and the late date for the development of the area
suggest that depositions were modest and that few survive. Still, the
comparative rarity of archaeological data on small-scale mill villages such as
this one would greatly increase the value of any sites or features recovered.
Of particular interest might be evidence of early uses of the three falls for
milling, furnace and manufacturing activities, of non-residential use of
company or speculative housing, and of contrasting materials and deposition
patterns at company-owned, speculator-owned and privately-owned housing. No
village sites are known from the prehistoric or contact periods, but
information from adjacent towns confirms transient travel and resource
gathering potential for the area,

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Descri pti on

While no prehistoric sites are currentlyrecorded inthe district, it is
possible that sites are present. (e site is recorded in the general area
(within one mle). The physical characteristics of the district, well-drained
riverine terraces bordering Danforth Brook, tw unnaned streans and the Vdre
River, which flows throu?h the entire district, indicate favorable |ocational
criteria for native settiement and subsistence activities. Three fall [ines
are also present along the Vere Rver Wthin the district which ny have been
attractive fishing locations for Native Anrericans, @ven the above
information, the size of the district (75 acres), and known site
concentrations elsewhere on the Vere Rver floodplain, it is probable that
sites are present. Despite this potential, the probability of recovering
significant prehistoric survivalsis |low to noderate because of extensive 19th
century historic period devel opment which also focused on riverine areas.

There is a high potential for significant historic archaeol ogical renains
within the district. Further docunentary research acconpanied by
ar chaeol ogi| cal survey and testing nay |ocate several 18th century structures
which no Tonger survive inthe district. These structures, all of which were
standing in 1772 and whose | ocations are unknown, included a bridge, corn
mll, saw mll, forge, coal house and at |east one dwelling house. Structural
survivals nay exist for each of these structures as well as
occupational-related features including trash areas, privies and wells.
WMt erpower-rel ated survivals ny also exist for the mlls. MIll-related
remains from ca. 1860 to the early 20th century conprise the nost inportant
R/gtenual ~archaeol ogical resources in the district. G the four G| bert
nufacturing CGonpany mlls, MIl Nuntbers e and Four survive largely intact
with several najor late 19th century additions. MII Nunibers Tw and Three no
| onger survive, the former dismantled and renoved in 1938, the latter in
1916.  Structural survivals nay exist for these mlls as well as trash or
refuse areas associated with specific mll activities, Waterpower-related
features associated with these mlls ny also survive. Eachmll was
o.r|P|naI|TKepov\ered by the Vdre River with a dam |ocated upstream from the
mlls. dam vas destroyed by the hurricane of 1938.  Structural survivals
of the mlls nay exist as well as the remains of headraces, tail races and
features that actually harnessed water power (wheel remains, etc). Structural
remains of late 19th century workers housing nay also survive including the
Brown Block on Min Street at the base of Mechanic Street, The remains of a
late 19th century meetinghal 1/store conbination which burned in the 1910s
exi st next to the Congregational Church on Min Street, GQher potential |ate
19th century structural remains within the district include a |ivery stable
east of the Wndsor Hotel at the corner of Hardwck Road and Church Street and
Gndreau' s store formerly located next to 144 Church Street, Inall, nuch of
the mll village remains remarkably intact as built. (e additional historic
survival which nay exist is dunp areas possibly associated with the three

(conti nued)
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neighborhoods which make up the village. These remains may be rather large
reflecting the size of the collecting area

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally Q statewide [xI] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]C I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [XI1A N C I 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1860- 1938 MA
Gonmuni ty Planning and Devel opnent
EFQABkGHng
Ethnic Heritage: European Cultural Affiliation
Industry N/A
Social History
Transportation
Significant Person Architect/Builder .

NA Boydon. Elbridge: FEP Sheldon and .Sn

EC and GC Grdner
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Gilbertville is asmll, si n%Ie enterprise, woolen manufacturing village in
the town of Hardw ck, Massachusetts. The settlenent |ies along the route of
the Vdre River on land purchased by industrialist George G lbert in the early
1860s. In this IargelY undevel oped area he built not only the mlls he needed
to expand his Vdre wool en nanufacturing business, but a nearly conplete
community with housing, neeting places and stores for the workers he woul d
require.  The successful George H G lhert Manufacturing Gonpany nanufact ured
flannel s and worsteds here and remai ned prosperous until the early 1920s. The
conpany-owned portion of the village denonstrates well the efforts of one
fam|y-based nanufacturing conE)anP/ to adapt itto their changing needs.
During each of three distinct building canpaigns in the village the conpany
nade sel ections of building types and choices for their location that
gradually, but nost definately, altered the village |andscape. The initially
onogeneous appear ance of the village gave way toaclustering of buildings by
size and function in a segregated and hierarchical configuration historically
associated with conpany towns. The village retains nearly all of the

bui I dings ever constructed during the Glbert Manufacturing ownership between
1860 and 1938 and fewnew structures have been constructed since that tine.

By the end of G lbert famly ownership the vill aﬁe included nearly 100

bui | dings on conpanﬁ/-ovmed land and at its peak the conpany enpl oyed 1500
workers. East of the conpany-owned area there grew up an auxiliary community,
offering additional services and alternative housing, and includingthe
comercial node of the village. Gilbertville is anexceptional survival of
the isolated mll village within arural, a?ri cultural landscape. Thevillage
retains |ntegr|tg of location, setting, feeling, association, designand

V\ﬁr klrrans|h| Ip, aln neets National Register Criteria Aand Cand Exception A at
the local level.

The George H Glbert Mnufact uri ng Gonpany

The town of Hardw ck was a largely agricultural community when George H
G lbert chose the falls along the Vdre R ver toexpand his wool en
manufactory. This portion of Wrcester Gounty had been purchased from

Y1 See continuation sheet
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di splaced Native Anericans by investorsfrom Roxbury in 1686, a | arge parcel
measuring 8 by 12mles. Settlement was ﬁostponed until the 1720s, as a
smal l er plantation naned Lanibstown, and the town was incorporatedin 1739 and
renaned Hardw ck. The town pursued an econony of mxed grain and husbandry,
and used the Vdre River, the Middy Brook and the East Branch of the Swift
R ver as water power sources toprocess the fruits of their agricultural
labors. By 1772these falls included a bridge, corn m|l, sawmll, forge,
coal house and at |east one dwelling house. As early as 1763 Isaac Thonas and
Capt. Daniel Vérner planned a sawmll and forge for the area, a privilege
that subsequently changed hands several times. A furnace was added by 1815
under the nanagenent of Col. Thonas Weel er (1767-1851) and Lenuel Harrington
(1764-1853), giving the area the designati on New Furnace after the G d Furnace
established on Middy Brook. A paper mll was built in 1832 by Joseph S and
Mses Smth, who |eased the factory in halves to a series of paper
manufacturing concerns; it burned 1nthe 1840s. In addition tothese water
privilege owners, the area |and owners included Sanuel Beals (1746-1827),
several generations of the Barlow fam |y, including Watt (1742-1827), John
1778-1850), and VYatt (1819-1856) and Wl I iamBonney (1787-1852). M les Qb
1798-1882) was a lateconer to the village, but his grandchild H ner Mrsh
worked for the G lbert Gonpany and his sister Lucretia married Alfred
R chardson. Gilbertville includes the Hardwi ck Gore, a fornerly
unincorporated area which extended south along the river between Vdre and New
Braintree, annexed by the town in 1833.

The founder of the village and nmanufactory was George H Gilbert, born i n
Brooklyn, Connecticut in 1806. He grew UP' in Ponfret, Connecticut, worked as
a carpenter and nachinist, and, with the firm Barnes, Glbert and Furber,
bui I't wool en manufacturing machinery in North Andover between 1832 and 1847.
In 1841 he noved to Vere and i n partnershipwith Charles A Sevens purchased
the former Hanpshire Manufacturing Gnpany plant. They manufactured first
broadcl oths, and later flannels, and constructed an additional stone mll i n
1846.  VMen the partnershi pwas dissolved in 1851, G lbert took the stone ml|
and specialized inwhite flannels; helater added opera flannels to this
line. The firms success soon neant denand surpassed sEgpl y, and as no Vdre
privilege was available, G lbert |ooked to neighboring Hardw ck and eventual |y
purchased over 300 acres al on? the Vidre River. G lbert began construction
Imredi ately on his property, four brick textile mlls were built between 1860
and 1867, nunerous tenenents ﬁroyl ded housing for his mll workers as well as
stores and neetingplaces inthe isolated location. Athough the conpany
retained their Vdre property, Gilbertville was the location of the |argest of
the manufactories. G lbert served inboth the Massachusetts House of
gzeprﬁsentaiéégs and the Senate. George G lbert served as president until hi s
eath in :

(conti nued)
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The firmwes run essentially by famly nenpers, during Glbert'slife and well
into the 20th centur%. In 1851 G lbert's nephew Lews N G |bert
(1836-1919), joined himin Vére, and in 1857 was nade a full partner in George
H Glbert & . Ten years later the firm incorporated with an authorized
capital of $250,000 and becane Cborﬂe H Glbert Manufacturing Gonpany. At
the death of George, Lew s becane the conpany's president, and served in that
position for the rest of his life. George's sons were stockhol ders and

of fi cehol ders, Charles D, JH Genvillead Col. Eoward H, but did not
achieve the involvenent of their uncle Lewis. Lews Glbert presided over the
expansi on and reorgani zation of the village and exceeded his uncle inpublic
services. H served on the Massachusetts board for the Centennial Exposition
in PhiIadeIPhia and wes a dedicated Republican, serving for nany years as
noderator of the Town Meeting and as State Senator. H was a director of the
Vdre Savings Bank, the Vdre National Bank and the Wrcester Mitual Fire
Insurance (onpany and served on the Board of Trustees of the State Primary
School in Monson. Wthin his choosen Trinitarian Congregational denom nation
he wes active, not only in the church his famly gave to the viIIa?e, but in
service to their national and international councils, and as an officer of
both the Massachusetts Hoe Mssionary Society and Bible Society. All of
these nale fam I%/ nenfoers remained inresidence inVdre. A small nuner of
other investors held stock and key supervisory positions. WIlliam Védrd nade a
critical loan durin% the early years of the conpany, and his sons Al bert B
and Frederick, and his grandson Charles Al bert, acted as superintendants and
lived inthe village. Qher investor/officers included purchasing agent
Charles Wtherby and agent and general nanager John Neff.

Glbert's first purchases inthe area were nade in 1860, the acreage on the
north side of the Vdre Rver includingthe upper falls, owned by es Smth
and the bb famly. In 1862 he expanded his hol dings through the purchase of
the Barlow property, and in 1865 with the Bonney property, both to the south
on the lower falls. Glbert also accunulated a |arge nuner of woodlots in
town, to fuel hismlls and build his wllage. Construction on M|l Nunter
Qe began in 1860 and it vas producing cloth by 1862, manufacturing bal noral
skirts.  The conpany began here with six "sets" of wool machinery, indicating
the nuner of carding nachines and rmul tiples of spinning machines, |oons,
etc., needed to serve them Qal history contends that Civil V& contracts
for broadcloths were instrumental in assuring the success of the expandi ng
conpany, and mlMarY contracts would continue to play an inportant role in
ponpan%/ history. | Nunter Two was constructed adjacent to M|l Nunber Qe
in 1863, MIl Nunfer Three across the street in 1864 and by the next year
eleven sets of nachinery were inuse. The co produced ug to 1000 skirts
per day and still could not neet the denand for them Vien their popularity
vaned the conpany shifted their production to flannels. MII Nuner Four was
constructed to the south in 1867 and put into operation the next year with six
sets of machinery. In about 1880 the conpany began to add steam power to
their water capacity. Their first tw steamboilers were purchased in that

(conti nued)
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year from Kendall and Roberts for the lower mill, and in each subsequent year
they added more, another from them in 1881, two from William Allen and Son in
1882, four from R.F. Hawkins and one from Corliss Engine in 1883 for Mill
Number One, and one each of the next two years from R.F. Hawkins. A major
expansion of the plant and its production dates to 1883. An addition was made
to Mill Number One when the number of sets was increased to twenty. Mill
Number Four also had twenty sets of machinery and its function had already
been specialized to the preparation of raw materials. The entire company,
including the small plant in Ware, included a total of forty-seven sets of
machinery, 30,240 spindles, using 4,500,000 pounds of wool annually, producing
20,000 yards of fabric daily, employing 1250, and with a weekly payroll of
$8,500. The company's capitalization was increased to $600,000 in 1883 and to
$1,000,000 three years later. The company made occassional additions of new
machinery and improvements to the plant, including the construction of a rail
spur to Mill Number Four, during the 1890s. Twenty years later the company
had added worsteds to its production of woolens, and at Ware and Gilbertville
the company had 28 sets of woolen machinery, 12 worsted combs and 450 broad
looms. They employed 1400 and the annual value of cloth produced was
$2,800,000. A new and separate power plant was constructed in 1912. At Mill
Number Four a major rebuilding took place in 1914 when the powerhouse on the
north side of this plant was removed and a new reinforced concrete dye house
was constructed in its place. The architects of this addition were F.P.
Sheldon & Son, well known Fall River builders of textile mills. The company
remained profitable particularly during World War One. At the end of the
company's prosperous period the total of primary machines had reached 28
woolen and 13 worsted cards and 476 looms.

The overall form the mills take, large buildings of brick, was the one
popularized by the Boston Associates in Massachusetts and New England and
combining the requirements imposed by the power train and the machinery to be
placed in them. Longer and taller than any other buildings of the period, the
form included added front stair towers, and rear toilet towers, rising even
higher and equipped with clocks and high pointed roofs. During each
construction phase the company made conservative technological choices. In
the early years the slow-burn construction of brick walls and frame floors and
supports was the mainstream choice within the industry. The additions reflect
subsequent improvements to this construction method, chiefly in the
substitution of lower pitched roofs and larger window areas. So too the shift
to steam power and the addition of electricity came when many others were
making it. The early 20th century addition in reinforced concrete came within
ten years of the first application of that technology to factory buildings.
The size and appearance the Gilbert Company mills were given assured that
their powerful physical presence equalled their economic power in the
community.

(continued)
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Building a Textile Gommunity: Housing and Landscape

MIl villages are notoriousfor the clarity with which their physical form
betrays the social hierarchies within them Gilbertville is noexception.
Though domnated by tne large mlls economcally and metaphorically, the
village takes its predomnant character fromthe surviving housing and public
bui dings constructedfor mll operatives ﬁrl mrily by the conpany; the forns
the conpany chose and the positioning of those forns within the village.
Besides the ml|ls, the conpany-owned buildings inthe village nuniber about one
hundred, and dwel lings are by far the nost nunerous building type anong t hem
These houses are concentrated al onﬂ streets laid out adjacent to these mlls,
in the portion of the village to the west of Mechanic Street and parallel to
the river along Min Street, and clustered within the village by house type.
The conpany built nore than one exanpl e of eleven different types of

mul tiple-unit, as well as a handful of unique tenenent houses, totalling
probanl y e!Phty structures, including nearly 200 tenements. A though the
Initial building of housing inthe village included only a snmall nunier of
t?]/pes, over time the conpany altered the size of the individual living units,
their configuration into multiple-unit buildings and their choice for their

| ocati on. > conpany al so constructeda nuner of public buildings to serve
the village, including halls, a church, stores, while the town added school s
and the railroad conpani es added depots, stations and warehouses. Initially
these public buildings were scattered across the village within the clusters
of housi ng. and mlls. But as time went by the cow])_an%/ began to rel ocate them
as rebuilding vas necessary, into a central area wnich becane the
institutional focus and elite neighborhood of the V||Ia?e. In each of these
choi ces the conpany denonstrated that they perceived differential needs for
different groups within the village, and thus created different environnents
for those groups. Aong Min Street they located the exceptional Trinitarian
Congregational Church Gonplex, the Gilbertville Public Library and the village
school s, a meetinghal | and former ﬁost-ofhce, surrounded by nuch of the
single-famly housing as well as the large duplexes. Inthe areas nearer to
the ‘river, by contrast, the conpany nore and nore often chose to site .
bui 'dings close to one another and to build housetypes with nany small units.
Coinciding with these decisions by the conpany were the aggregate decisions of
| andowners and builders nearby to create a conplenentary service community
along Church Street. By the tine the village was entering the 20th century i t
was segregated into a series of physically and socially distinct neighborhoods.

About half of the surviving residential architecture dates to the first decade
of the village. These residences are distinguished by their related
Italianate ornament, enploying wde corniceboards with distinctive paired
brackets and triangl e-headed wndows i nthe gable ends. Wthin this
ornanental repertoire the co constructed five different housetypes,
including two types of tenenent bl ock, two types of duplex and one tenenent
row Al though exact sources for copies of these houses and this type of

(conti nued)



NPSPorm 1(M0&« OMB  Afiprwtl No. 1024<I01i
te-SD)

United States Department of the Interior
National Parle Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Gilbertville Historic District,
Har dwi ck, Massachusetts

Section number 8 page 5

ornanent are not known, simlar buildings were used other textile
manufacturers, and G lbert or his builders were probably aware of them K
did however nake good use of that nost commeon variationof the Geek Revival,
the paneled pilaster, wde nolded cornice and entablature door surround, found

fashion conscious builders of private hones as well as specul ative
housing. Earliermll viIIa?e use of this ornanent on noderate sized
two-famly residents can be tfound in Glbert's om town of Vdre, constructed
by the Qtis Qonpany, as well as in Northbridge at Whitinsville.

The first housing was constructed to the north of the Vere Rver adjacent to
the turn in the river on the streets now known as Vést, North and Main
Streets. These units were set into informal clusters, in part set along
existing roadways, in part off the roads in small courts. Unlike m 11-owners
with nore concern for their workers amenities, these tenenents were arrayed to
face one another and the m|ls rather than nore picturesque views toward the
surrounding hills or the river. Here the conpany chose as itsfirst housing a
high tenement block in tw variations. Qe rises to three stories and has
four dwelling units within. Tenenent Bl ock Three (#53, #54, #56, #60). A
closely related second variationadds a small garret to nake four |iving
floors also divided into four units. Tenenent Block Four (#61, #63, #76). In
ﬁeneral formand appearance they resenble |arge boardi nghouses, in their
eight, depth and six bay facade. The use of this formby the Boston

Associ ates nade their exterior formwell known and G |bert ray have adopted
only that portion of their nodel. The ideal of a whol esone workforce of rural
Nw Engl and young vonen |iving in well-regulated boarding houses had |ong been
abandoned by the time G lbert set to building. There is no current evidence
that these were designed for |arge dgroups of single workers, but rather for
famlies that mght occasionally add boarders. Their unusual plans, with both
the first and the second floors sharing the upper story, suggests that G |bert
wash ignoring mddle-class conventions of autonony and privacy in his building
schenes.

Unfortunately, little is knoawn about the enornous tenement block that formerly
stood at the corner of Min Street and the hotton of Mechanic Street.

Believed to include six units, the building was higher and deeper than the
tenement bl ocks nearby. In addition to these large blocks, a small nunfer of
single fam |y houses were constructed in this sane area, including single

exanpl es on Vest (#62), North (#57) and Brook (#74) Streets, and a snall
two-tamly exanple on Brook Street (#73). Information on the early history of
these buildings is sketchy, but high status use, perhaps by supervisors,
cannot be overlooked. However, the domnance of these tenenent blocks, quite
simlar in appearance, and their close proximty to single famly housing,
sugﬂests that G lbert ws not yet distinguishingskill and status gradations
of his workforce in variationsin their housing or itslocation. Glbert
Manuf act uring soon added public buildings to serve the growing community. The
first of these, Gilbertville Hall, was built on Min Street (#50) hy the

(conti nued)
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company in 1863, a three story structure with a store below and a hall above.
This first public space allowed for a store in the village, as well as space
for gatherings, most notably the meeting of religious groups. Here the
Trinitarian Congregational Church first meet and formed a religious society,
the conmunity's first.

A second wave of building focused on the area of the village extending in a
linear north-south configuration parallel to the river. Gilbert purchased the
land to the south of the river in 1864, including farmland and a saw mill
privilege, bringing his total assessment to nearly 300 acres. The purchase of
the additional privilege allowed the construction of not just Mill Number
Four, but also the operation of a sawmill to serve the community, and of a
sawyer's house nearby. That single-family dwelling was constructed with
matching ornament to the others in the village. Here Gilbert Manufacturing
constructed more varieties of housing for its workforce. The company
continued to build the large Tenement Block Four type, abandoning the Tenement
Block Three type for this larger, more spacious version again arranged in a
court on Bridge Street (#s 89-93) and on the Island. But the largest number
of units were constructed in a new form, the duplex, with not only more space
per unit but with more privacy between the physically separated units. These
two duplex types represented Gilbert's first use of the duplex, arranging
units with a vertical rather than a horizontal division. The most common of
these is designated First Duplex A, consisting of two living units
side-by-side and small rear ells behind. Two examples were constructed of a
close variation, differing in their higher rear ells and side-wall elevation.
First Duplex B. All of these are located in rows along Main Street (#78, #79,
#80, #83, #84, #85, #s 116-120) and Highland Terrace (#s 96-98), widely spaced
along the primary roads rather than in clusters. The two-family house was
among the most common types chosen by manufacturers in small villages outside
of the corporate tradition best known from the Boston Associates and their
imitators. This housetype was also prefered by housing reformers for its
provision for yards for each unit and its combination of domestic scale and
economical construction costs. The Gilbert examples were exceptionally
spacious, allowing two public rooms, large kitchen and a service and wood shed
on the first floor, and a total of six bedrooms above. This amount of space
and the large number of rooms correspond to housing provided to the prosperous
members of the town at large. A larger store run by the Hitchcocks with a
boarding house above was built in 1870 in this new area on South Main Street.

In addition to offering greater retail options for the village, it also
provided independent housing for single men in the village. Schoolhouse #2,
believed to be the first in the village area, was built at the corner of the
present High and Highland Streets (#131) at the same time.

In the last years of this extended campaign, two important changes occurred to
alter the economy and the appearance of Gilbertville. Hope for rail

(continued)
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connections to the village becane increasingly inportant as time went on, as
the co needed reliable transportation to brin? wool and other raw
materials into the village and to take cloth out of the village for
distribution to custoners. Attenpts to build a Vdre Rver Railroad from
Palmer to Nw Hanpshire dated as early as 1851 but had as yet been
unsuccessful. G lbert was one of the area |obbyists for thereorganization
and constructionof the line sixteenyears later. Toans along the line were
allowed to subscribe to stock and the Town of Hardwi ck, seeing the advantage
of rail connections to fanner and manufacturer alike, took $30,000 worth. ~The
line opened to Gilbertville in 1870 and through to Barre two years later, but
proved unprofitable, was reorganized, and the tow lost its investnent. The
passenger depot, freight station and an adjacent warehouse all survive on
South Main Street (#8/, #108, #109), and added inﬁortant infrastructure
supPo_rt to the village. At about the sane tinme the co built the |ast
bui I dings of this canpaign, their First Tenenent Rows, four small units
arranged in adjacent rows. They represent a partial departure for the
conpany, which rejected the great height and size of the tenenent bl ocks, but
wes unwilling to abandon the four tenenent, and they becane the nost conman
type in the villa?e. These units were smaller than nost of the house types
the conpany had already built but their height vas nore in keeping with the
remainder of the village and town buildings. The conpany ves unsynpathetic to
housing reformer's and other manufacture's preferance for the duplex, and
choose instead a nodel that conbined sone of the desirable features of that
type, but still economcal incost and |and. These were |ocated at the
extrene south of the village near M|l Nunber Four on the south portion of
Miin Street known at the tinme as Rchnond Terrace (#121, #121, #125, #127).

the early years of the 1870s the nain formof the village was in place, and
the additions nade by the conr)any during the next sixty years confirmed the
patterns set during these early days. e |ong L-shaped village was divided
Into three general neighborhoods, one north of MIls Nuintber O, Two and Three
and the river, one east of the river between the two m |l conplexes and one
east of the river and MI|l MNunier Four. Qe public buildi ng or conpl ex served
each nei ghborhood, G lbert Hall for the north, the store and railroad
bui [dings in the center, the school inthe south. Mre distinctive vas the
choi ce of housing types the conpany nade for each area. Inthe early north
area and the center near to the river were the tenenment block types. Dupl exes
were |ocated only in the center along Min Street. Viden the rows were
bel atedly added, they were |ocated together in the south, where the only |one
tenenent block had been sited. At this early date the conpany had determ ned
that the village would be densest at each end, through the use of nany-unit
housing types I nclose clusters. The center of tlie village by contrast would
include fewer units nore generously spaced, providing nore individuation and
privacy for residentsthere.

The exceptional character of the central portion of the village was further

(conti nued)
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accentuated and probably guaranteed with the construction of the first village
church. The Trinitarian Congregational Church (#111 on South Min Street) vas
added at a cost of $50,000 met by a bequest of George G lbert and a donation
by the conpany in 1874. The will stipulated a ?ift of $20,000, natched by an
equal sum a lot of land and the construction of the foundation, from the
conpany. FomMs. G lbert cane the organ, from his children the furnishings,
as well as a nenorial wndowto their deceased sister. The inﬁosi ng structure
is the first exanple known in which the Glberts choose an architect, not
surprising initself, but with their allocation of funding and the choice of
material, conbined to nake the nonunent to the patriarch exceptional. They
choose the ﬁrom nant Wrcester architect El bridge Boyden 51810- 1889). Boyden
trained with designer Elias Carter, whose fam'I?/ had lived in Hrdwck. H is
best known for his 185 design for Mechanics Hall in Wrcester. This
excePtlonal stone Gothic church vas sited on the rise of central Min Street,
overlooking the remainder of the village. |tis the source for the nane given
to this nelghborhood within the village, "Christian Hill".

The additional buildings constructed by the conpany at the end of the 19th and
early in the 20th century served to confirmand solidify the separations in
place. The conpany continued to put small units with small units, increasing
the differences anong areas within the village. A second phase of expansion
vias part|cu|arl¥] inportant to this developnent. Construction during the first
five years of the 1880s nearly equalled that of the 1860s. This growth is
related to the return of prosperity generally and the large additionto
Glbert's mlls, as the conpany's capitalization reached $1,000,000. This
?rovxth ves possible because of a rew wave of immgration into Nw England,
rirst from rural French Canada, later from Lithuania and Poland providng an
inexpensive |abor pool. This nay also explain the nature of the change, as
native Nw Englanders of the period renained pre‘hud| ced against Fonan
Catholics and Eastern Europeans. Again during this canpali gn the conpany nade
choi ces for house types that reflect know edge of the views of prom nent
reformers, but an unwillingness to followtheir tenents intoto. The G lbert
i shoved less willingness to treat their workers to such fine benefits
while structuring their om version of a controlledand efficient community.

The first new housing added vas nodest in nuniber, tw duplexes built in 1883,
both located in the central area of the village. The duplexes were designed
to include large living units, with a hall and three other roons per floor,
two full floors of bedroons above, and ornanented in the Stick style. The use
of this style relates the buildings to the well-respected efforts of the

Ludl ow Associates to the west near Springfield. The Ludl ow conpany housing
ves two-famly inform as the Associates used suitable housing to attract and
keep workers. Their form and style was celebrated by the chief of the
Massachusetts Bureau of Labor, Carroll Wight, and were selected for
illustration inhis Report on the Factory Systemof the United States which
ves bound with the federal census of 1880. B/ 1885 the conpany had added

(conti nued)
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seven Second Tenenent Rows of four units, also using a Stick style ornanent.
The Gilbert builders denonstrated once aﬁai n their willingnesstofollow
reformer exhortations only when it net their om needs, and net them
economcally.  These were |ocated, again consistant with conpany policy, in
the expanding north area (North Street #8 and #59, Broad Street #5 64-48, and
Prospect Street #72), where Tenenent Bl ocks had already been constructed. The
conpany next built thirteen small Bungal ow Dupl exes, |ocated primrily in the
southern (#130, #132, #133, #135 #139, #275? and northern (#51, #52, #75)
parts of the village. The form of these duplexes resenbl es closely the houses
constructed in Hopedale in 1836, now |ocated on Union Street. The Draper

dupl exes were conponents i n the community that repeatedly won nedal s in

wor kers housi ng conpetitions. The G |bert exanpl es actual |y i nprove upon t hat
design through the addition of shed dorners on the facade, allow ng nore |ight
and ventilation to the second story. Hd the conpany been converted to the
reformers' dupl exes? Apparently not. The only dupl exes the conpany ever
built after this date are large, central Min Street buildings.

During the early years of the 20th century, buildinghby the conpany slowed but
continued to confirm these established patterns. The conpany's final building
canpai gn focused on tenenent rows. Seven exanple of the Late Tenenent Rw
vere added between 1911 and 1917, two replacing individual buildings and the
remai nder probably constructed to house the worker famlies displaced by the
demolition of Tenenent Fows on the Island to nake way for the Power Plant.

The construction of these buildings added only a total of six units to the
village, for one replaced a school, one replaced an early duplex and the

remai nder nade a one to one replacement for the Island. Viden |ocatingthese
bui | dings, the conpany did what it had done before: all are |ocated either
near the river in the center of the village é#55, #94) or at the south end
near other tenenent rows (#132, #124, #126, #134, #136). The last residences
added by the conpany. Last Tenenent Rw between 1917 and 1931, were hoth (#137
and #138) located on Hgh Street in the south of the village. The only _

i nprovenent to the design of the tenement row was the expansion of the plan in
the Late Tenenent Rw and the separation of the entries in each of these |ast
types, to provide nore privacy.

Along Min Street the institutional focus provided by the anmbitious church was
expanded and el aborated as well. The Congregational Church added a chapel and
parsonage in 1884.  Additional ammenities were provided in 1882 with the
construction of a bandstand and, after the formation of the Gilbertville Uhion
Hal | Association in 1883, the construction of their hall and skating rink,
both located within the operative nei ghborhoods in the northern part of the
village. The final conpletion of the Central Massachusetts Railroad in 1887
brought a second transportationcluster, these |ocated on the north side of
the river (#9 on Min Street) past MIls Nunter Ge, Tw and Three. This
Ion?-av\aned east-west |ink mEroved the communication and transportation
abilities of the conpany and the community greatly, and it vas supported hy a

(conti nued)
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town investment of $20,000. The route was initially planned to cross the
western portion of the town moving to the northwest from through Southworth's
Mills, and the construction completed before this route was abandoned can
still be seen. In the center next to the church the company added another
meetinghall/store combination, a long and elaborately detailed Stick style
building. This building burned in the 1910s. Its replacement was located
further north but within the same general area. The newly rebuilt building
that combined several functions including post office, courtroom and store was
located near the river across from Mills Number One, Two and Three,
constructed in the new Classical Revival style (#77 on South Main Street).

New school houses were added in 1903 and 1910, located in this emerging area
rather than in their fonner locations closer to the housing clusters. The
elementary school was built first in frame followed by the new town High
School, relocated here from Hardwick Center. Both of these schools were
designed by E. C. and G. C. Gardner, of Springfield. The senior member of
this form, Eugene C. Gardner (1836-1915) was born in Ashfield and began his
practice in Northampton. He moved to Springfied after the Civil War and made
a name for himself publishing books of house design and decorating advise,
often in letter form. Titles of these works include Homes and How to Make
Them (1874), lllustrated Homes... (1875), Home Interiors (18/8) and The~Rouse
That Jill Built, after Jack's Had Proved a Failure (1882). The houses
illustrated in these volumes are Stick style in type, and include wall and
opening treatments similar to houses found in Gilbertville, but with open
plans far larger than any seen here in any numbers. In 1889 he expanded his
firm with the addition of George Clarence Gardner (1865-1935), his son, and
George Pyne. The firm changed its name to E.C. & G. C. Gardner in about
1900. These Gilbertville works date to well after Eugene Gardner's productive
period and rather represent the Beaux Arts ideals of the subsequent
generation. Finally another important Gilbert family gift provided for the
construction of the Gilbertville Public Library in 1912. The architect of
this building is not currently known. The construction of these important and
symbolic buildings can be seen to reflect and also to bring about the new
elite character of this portion of the village.

Some workers lived in the adjacent neighborhood in housing not subject to the
strict rules and regulations of the Gilbert Manufacturing Company. There,
too, was located the Roman Catholic Church, St. Aloysious, the village hotels
and restaurants, on "Upstreet" or perjoratively "Rum Hill". The
privately-owned portion of the village of Gilbertville is an eclectic mix of
residential, commercial and institutional buildings, dating primarily to the
last years of the 19th century. The primary streets in the district are
Church Street, running east-west and Hardwick Road running north-south, and
their intersection is the focal point of this portion of the village. This
portion of the village of Gilbertville is significant as a service community
that developed adjacent and complementary to the company-town constructed by

(continued)
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G lbert Manufacturing. Here are clustered the businesses, institutions and
residences that offered alternatives to the vision articulated by Glbert.
Busi nesses not acconodated there, hotels and additional stores, |ocated here
as the village developed as a local commercial and transportationcenter.
Along Church Street is the conmercial "striﬂ” of the villa?e, the location
formerly of the Uhion Hotel and presently the Wndsor Hotel, as well as a
nunber of store buildings of one and two stories. Social organizations |ike
the Hbernians, Artesians and Qangenen had halls and neetingplaces here. The
village Fonan Catholic Church, as well as a school and convent, were
constructed here as well. The St. Aloysious Church conplex is significant for
its association with the growing inmgrant Fonan Catholic population of the
mll village of Gilbertville, since their religious services were not provided
by the Glbert Manufacturing Gonpany. Anong the residences, anbitious

specul ators could build tenenents here, and their tenents could avoid the
rules and paternalismof the Glberts, and workers wo desired, and could
afford a hone of their oan, could build here. At the eastern end are |ocated
the area's nost anbitious single-fam |y houses. Qutside of the district, on
Mechanic Street and on Hardw ck Road are |ocated a nunier of single and
two-famly residences catering to the working and mddle-class. The proximty
of this conmunity to the Glbert-built village nakes an interesting contrast
for further study of the village.

Village Residents: The Structure of Village Life

The segre?ation established by the arrangement of buildings in the |andscape
vas paral lel ed separation of enployees of the conpany by occupation and hy
ethnic grouF. distinction within mll village architecture and |andscape
between bui | di ngs and spaces occupied by a mll's owner or agent and those of
their enpl oyees has been the mainstay in analysis of these buil dings.
Distinctions of material |ife based on finer gradations of enpl oynent,
ethnicity or chronology within the industrial period have yet to be nade. In
Gilbertville the hierarchical arrangenent of space took decades to achieve.
During that time, distinctions within the enpl oyee popul ati on becane nore
differentiated and segregated at the sane time that the environnent vas
changing insimlar ways. Wthin thisdph sical setting, conpany enpl oyees
resided in a social hierarchy determne occupation, while occupations were
determned by ethnicity and skills. Wiile nany of these distinctions were of
long duration by the tinme the village was under construction, clear evidence
of themwthin the life and |andscape here vas sone tine in devel oping.

The differential status of tasks within the textile industry isfamliar with
nachi ne operators nost nunerous and their supervisors situated above themina
narrow ng pgram d. Each mll had a superintendant, each roomwithin it a
boss, each boss a second hand. Four general work areas can be identified: the
hi ghest status those white collar jobs inthe office; the operatives and
bosses i n each roomengaged i n the actual manufacturing; the engineers in

(conti nued)
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charge of the power train, and the naintenance "yard" and carpentry crews
maintaining the mlls ad housing. The oPeratives were the largest grx)up,
with hierarchies within their tasks as well. Changing technology of textile
machinery in general, and wool en manufacturing specifically, were acconpani ed
by changes in the skills required to do the work, as machinery becane nore
automated. Still sone jobs retained high status throughout the period,
including wool sorting, where raw materials were graded for various fabric
requirements; repair jobs |like loomand jack fixers, where skilled weavers and
spinners could inprove their earnings; and fabric designers and drawers-in,
vo set the patterns for the textiles. My jobs inthe mll could benefit
from the assistance of less skilled workers, allowng adults to hire and train
children to the work, as doffers and bobbin [oaders. Althou%h nearly all the
residents of the village relied heavily on the conpany for theirlivelihood
not all were directly ergnl oyed by the conpany. A nunber of service
occupations were required to nake a functioning conmunity, and these workers
lived within the conpany-owned as wel|l as the neighboring private conmunity.
The store keepers were nost obvious in this respect, but so too did
seanstresses, blacksmths, carpenters, bakers and barbers, all relying on the
conpany-enpl oyee clientele.

The Federal Census of 1870 provides sone insight into the workforce G| bert
gathered together into his new village. Approxinately 143 famlies, with a
total of about 850 individuals were located on 58 pages where the nmajority of
occupations are listed as "works in woolen mll". ~Qher nanes can clearly be
i dentified with stores, shops or farns in the village. The enunerators |isted
53 buildings occupied by wool mll workers, counting the buildings rather than
the living units or tenenents within them and no streets or other |ocations
are indicated. This nunber corresponds quite closely to the known nunier of
Glbert famly tenenents and existing single famly residences in the

village. Adding known data about the nuner of tenenents within the
buildings, ad estimting others, an average of about seven individuals per
tenement can be nade. | bert enpl oyed several nenters of each famly at the
mll, includi n? adol escents as young as ten years old, but nore conmonly over
twel ve years old. In sone famlies, however, the father vas enpl oyed "at the
farm and in nany instances the nother was "keeping house". A large portion
of the househol ds wo reported m |l occupations were famlies with adults born
outside Massachusetts, and indeed outside the United States. Four countries
were the sources for these immgrants, Ireland, Ganada, England and Scotland.

Gal hi storté about the village founding contends that G lbert recruited for
skilled workers in the British Isles, and this is, at least in part, born out
for the workers vho occupied suEervi sory positions and thus renained |onger in
the town so that nore data on their origins and their occupations are
available. UWsing the birthplace and parental birthplace information supplied
by the |ater censuses, the origins of the mll workers enployed during the
early 20th century also suggests the origins of tne larger regional

(conti nued)
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wool -textile worker population. Both English and Scottish workers are found
in the viIIa?e. Far nore nunerous were [rish and Canadi an newconers, vwo are
again known from |ater censuses to have cone from both "English" and "lrish"
Eire, and from both English and French Ganada. In 1865 and 1875 the mpjority
of the town's forei?n-born popul ation vas resident in Glbertville and at
about 500 individuals, constituted about twenty five percent of the town
total. Forty percent were born in Ireland, another forty percent in Canada,
with the remainder from England and Scotland. Review of the decennial

popul ation schedules for this village confirns research on mll worker

popul ations el sewhere, with a high degree of turnover when neasured at ten
year intervals. Wile workers noved often, nany used rel ocationto inprove
their positionand wage within the mlls.

It is not currently known how housing vas organi zed inthe early years of the
village, but by the 1870s and 1880s, as noted above, distinctive nei ghborhoods
had devel oped as the conpany |ocated building types to create distinctive
housing areas. Wth information supplied by the V|I|a(T;e directory of 1892 and
Its advertisements, i tis possible to reconstruct key factors of the village
and the nei ghborhoods' population. The state's popul ation census of 18%
provi des population information for tow villages and Gilbertville included
291 famliesand 1544 individuals. The directory's Gilbertville section [ists
over 500 residents of the village, believed to represent the adult popul ation
of the village, includingboth nen and wonen. The nen far outnunbered the
wonen, 737 and 11% respectlve.IJ. This is presumably because wonen were only
counted when they worked outside the hone or professionallywithin it, that
Is, 1 tdoes not include honenakers within nuclear famlies. The list adds
addresses for each househol d head and their place of boarding for others.

Just one hundred of the listed individualsare listed as residingwth

sane- surnane individual s, presunmably close kin, S|b|!n%s_or “parents and
children. Another hundred and twenty are resident with individualsof
different surnane, boarders within sixty ﬁrobabll unrelated famlies. In sone
instances these boarders were living inthe traditional relationship within
their enployers' househol ds, as servants, as farm hands, as store enpl oyees.
But nost were apparently single and independent mll workers. Half of these
were single individual swithin the housenol d, the remainder with tw or often
nore boarders within the sane house. The |argest nuniber were in the househol d
of Carrie E QGeene, operator of the boardi nghouse above the Htchcock Store,
where twenty-one nen resided. MNot surprisingly these househol d heads were
femal e, usually wdowed. A though househol ds with boarders were located
throughout the village, the [argest concentration can be found on South Miin
Street between the two mlls. Here the conpany had constructed the Iar%e

dupl exes but, located near the mlls and the tenenent blocks, the area had not
attained the status of the neighbors across the road.

Sone occupational segregation can be identified throu?h analysis of this
directory as well. Farmers, not surprisingly, were all located on the village

(conti nued)
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outskirts on the primary town roads. The most obvious occupational clustering
was in the area around the Congregational Church on -Christian Hill, where the
company bosses' homes were located. The area on Highland Terrace and Main
Street between the mills and closest to the church was becoming an
increasingly high-status area. The early company duplexes located here were
more often occupied by supervisory personnel and their families. Although the
earliest locations of residents is difficult to reconstruct, such evidence as
is available confirms the oral history of this as a high status area. Later
the small number of ambitious Stick and Queen Anne style houses in the village
were located here, on land leased to the highest status employees of the
company and near to the home of George Gilbert's daughter Ann and her husband
Charles Dexter, formerly located on Summit Avenue. There Dexter could be
close to both the family business and his own investments in rental properties
in the village, as well as his nearby agricultural and horse-raising
operations. In addition to members of the Gilbert family, supervisory
positions within the company remained in several families, including the Ward,
Richardson, Marsh and Angell families. In several instances these families
intensified the continuity with inter-connectedness through marriage. Located
here were the houses of the store-keeper and widow Mrs. Adams, followed by
wool sorter James A. Shepherd, paymaster Alfred Richardson's house and
superintendant A.B. Ward's house. As the company added new housing in the
area they chose only the largest of the types. Only two examples were built
of the large Late Duplexes also exhibiting a Stick style ornamentation, and of
the large Last Duplexes with Colonial Revival detailing. In the adjacent
company-built duplexes lived the company engineer, and the supervisors of the
individual rooms within the mills. On New Braintree Road were engineer
Charles F. Angell, warp dresser Joshua Miller and loom fixer Frederick W. Ward
[I.  On Highland Avenue were warp dresser Clarence C. Warner, jack fixer
Samuel J. Ramsden, second hand in the card room Charles B. Bragg, overseer in
the spinning room Patrick Fanning, and in the dressing room, James Buckley,
paymaster Elmer M. Marsh and second hand in the card room, Harry H. Ward. In
addition on South Main Street, an additional nine men with supervisory
positions, overseer, boss or second hand, had their households.

The factory operatives on the other hand were increasingly located in three
sub-areas, characterized by small living units arranged in high densities of
blocks or rows, at the southern end of Main Street, on Bridge and Grove
Streets, and on Broad and East Streets. It is more difficult to identify
occupational differences in the locations of residents within this larger
group. Too few spinners are listed here to account for the number the mill
would have required. The number of household head weavers seems too small as
well, though the occupation is common among boarders, probably indicating the
job was most common among younger workers. Household heads were more likely
to report occupations like "finishing room", "picker tender", "dye house" and
other more specialized tasks. They were also occasionally employed elsewhere
than in the mills, as general laborers or for the railroad.

(continued)
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Wat can be nore clearly seen as a pattern of segregation in these areas vas
the clusteringof ethnic groups, particularly the newest arrivals, together in
sub-nei ghborhoods.  In 1892, the French Canadians were the nost segregat ed
grou[J. A though individualsare listed singly in all neighborhoods, far
the largest nunbers are clustered together on Bridge Street and Wter Street
and the road on the Island, where tenenent blocks were |ocated. Every one of
the twenty household heads |isted for Vdter Street has a French surnane,
Al'lard, Bebeau, Bourdeau, Brunelle, Chanpigni, Dubia, etc. through Ry and St.
Oe. O Bridge and Gove Streets just over half of the surnanes were
French. B/ contrast Eastern Avenue, the period nane for Prospect Street in
the north, was domnated by British nanes. Baker, Brown, Buchanan, Collins,
etc.  The sane pattern can be seen in the other streets nearby in the north.
R chnond Terrace and School Street, as part of South Min Street and Hgh
Street were known at the tine, were slightly nore ethnically integrated.

Lat er |popul ation schedul es of the federal census, where street nanes and
birthplace information is nore abundant, showhow durable these patterns could
remain. In 1910, all of the Polish/Austrians and Russian/Lithuanians were
residing on the Island, then called Canal Street, or in snaller nunbers on
Bridge Street. Their household structure varies greatly from their neighbors
in the presence of Iarge nunibers of apparently unrelated boarders, nostly
single ren and wonen, but also including married nen wthout their wives,
bringing household size up to ten or fifteen. French Canadi ans were resident
on Bridge Street, Rchnond Terrace and North Street. British and English
Canadi an residents were |ocated throughout the remainder of the village, with
English and Nw England stock on Hghland and Rverview Terrace. These

nel ghbor hood hones of the inmmgrant operative popul ation of the village seem
of confirm the oral history about neighborhood character and nanes that
persist inthe village. Protestant and Fonan Catholic Irish alike [ived in
the Broad Street area known as "North of Ireland". In "the Patch" on Bridge
Street and the Island lived nore recent arrivals, first the French Canadi ans
and later the Poles and Lithuanians that cane to work here. The nane for the
south part of the village reflected the large inmgrant conponent, "Castle
Garden” being the nane of the Ellis Island predessesors.

Wiet her the co or the individual swere responsible for the segregation is
not yet known. Ethnic groups did however use voluntary associations to gather
together. O greatest inportance ws the establishnent of the Fonan Catholic
Saint Aloysius Church, followed in later years by a school of resident

teaching sisters. The presense of the Trinitarian Congregational Church
provided by the Glberts ny have satisfied the native Nw Englanders in the
village, and perhaps sone of the English, Scots and Irish as well. And
village oral history suggests that loyal attendance and service to that church
vas rewarded by the G lberts inwhite collar office work. But as the
proportion of Catholics grew as it did quickly inthe 1860s, services began
In the hone of Patrick Shugrue, and efforts to build a church here bore

fruit. The first census of the Catholic population here counted 8L |[rish

(conti nued)
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famlies and 68 French Canadian famlies. In keepi n% with this linguistic and
cultural distribution, nost of the priests sent to the parish were French and
increasingly Irish. The growh of the CathoIiCJ)oBuIation inthe village wvas
acconpanied in 1889 by permssion to organize and build a bi-lingual school
for the education of the children of elementary school age. The first
teaching Sisters of Saint Amne conmuted to the school from Vere until a house
vas rented for them reportedly #47 on Church Street opposite the church.
1892 the parish had grown inpressively to include 619 Irish, 535 French and
100 Poles. The village vas nade an independent parish in 1894 and a rectory
constructed to house the priest and his curate assistant. The curates
reported for 20th century service frequently bore Polish and Lithuanian
surnanes, reflecting the qrow’ ng inportance of the eastern European popul ation
in the village. Individual services in English, French and Polish for the
vernacular are believed to have been said regularly. In 1908 the school vas
transferred to the Faithful Qonpanions of Jesus and a nodern convent for their
use was constructed about 1920.  In 1952 the school was taken over by the
Sisters of Mercy before closing twenty years |ater.

Paralleling these religious divisions, village residents forned vol untary
associations along religious and ethnic lines. The Ancient Qder of

H bernians organized in 1883, the LOL Danond True Blues in 1890 and

organi zations of Qangenen and Forestiers are said to have been active. In
about 1919 the grow ng Polish community constructed their meeting hall on
Joselyn Street. The conpany itself provided a reading roomoefore the [ibrary
vas constructed. Mre purely recreational were the skating rink of the Union
Hall Association, the bandstand and its coronet band, and particularly _
ppPuI ar, village baseball teans were fielded and conpeted against neighboring
village and town teans in sem-professional ganes on Saturdays and Sundays.
But time for any of these activities wss scarce, for when the mlls were
operating at peak capacity, workers worked six to six, six days per week, all
returning hone at the noon hour for their dinner.

Little is recorded about harnony and discord between workers and nanagenent at
the mll and the only reported strikes were l[imted to individual roons within
the mll. Sowdowns in the wool en trade were acconpani ed by reduced hours
and occassionally good tines brought higher wages and round-the-clock
operation. But early in the 20th century the wool industrg began to renmove
from Nw England to the South and conpanies that remained began to suffer from
the conpetition. Athough the conpany continued to build and nake

| nprovenents to itshousing stock 1t did not nake technol ogical inprovenents
to itswoolen and worsted production. The mll operated less than full tine
and M|l Nunber Three was torn down in 1916, After Lews G lbert died in 1919
the business wes nanaged by John Neff and [ater Charles Vétherby and |ocally
by Walter Holt, long standing supervisory personnel, but itsfortunes turned.
Qal history contends that the rew nanagenent brought in enpl oyees without
textile experience and were unable to maintain profitable operations in the

(conti nued)
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new circunstances of the 1920s. The work week was reduced to 48 hours at this
- time, hurting conpany sales as well as worker incones. By 1930 the G| bert
was failli n?. The Vdre plant was closed that year and its nachinery
noved to Gilbertville.

Manufacturing concerns in central Mssachusetts were further threatened by
plans todivert their water privileges toprovide reservoirs for eastern
Massachusetts. As early as 189, n the State Board of Health sel ected
Boyl ston and Vest Boylston on the south branch of the Nashua River for the
Vchusett Reservoir for netropolitan Boston, the western valleys of the Vdre
and Swift Rvers were sited as alternative water sources. Just over twenty
years |ater, \Wrcester and Boston were aﬁa| n insearch of awater supply and
in 1922 a report of the joint board of the Health Departnent and the
Met ropolitan Véter and e Board reconmended that these rivers be diverted
to answer those needs. The Vdre River would be diverted t osupplythe
VWachusett, and a tunnel would be constructed from Col dorook, avillage on the
river inBarre, tothe reservoir. In the Swft Rver valley alarge new
reservoir would be constructed and the towns of Dana, Enfield, G eenw ch and
Prescott |ost and flooded in the process. The extent of this huge project,
and the effects of these relocations on the surrounding conmunities, are
difficult nowtounderstand, but stand in stark testimony tothe political
weakness of rural and western communities in Massachusetts. For manufacturers
these plans neant great uncertainty about their water supply for power and
process uses. The G |bert Gnpany was involved in anotorious suit for

es against the Metropolitan District Gonmssion arising from the taking
of flood waters of the Vdre Rver in the Hanpshire Superior Court.

In 1932 the conpany was sold to a Boston group of investors who paid $10, 000
to alter E OHara, Fall Rver manufacturer, their conpetitor. The sale was
from the estates of J.H Genville G lbert, EH Glbert and John H Neff, all
deceased stockhol ders. The purchasers were WlliamJ. MicDonal d and Nx
School nan, Boston realtors, and Bernard Gol dfine, wool nerchant, with interest
also held by Leornard B Canpbel| of Vere and élter W Holt of Gilbertville.
Al though period newspapers report rejoicing at the sale, oral history contends
that the newowners did not attenpt to nmanufacture cloth here or t oresurect
the conpany at all, only hoE| ng toprofit from the large danage award. Before
the decision was rendered the entire conpany and i t sassets were sold to a
group of primari Ig/4 Bost on-based out side 1 nvestors for only $159,000. Shortly
thereafter in 1934 the conpany was awarded tw ce that anount and scandal i zed
the public when the news was revealed in the newspapers. They nay have
oFerated at a very |owlevel of production ﬁno_r tothe severe danage to the
plant by the hurricane of 1938. After the hurricane the Sugarnan (Onpany of
Coatesville, Pennsylvania was retained toliquidate the conpany hol di n[gs, a
process that continued well into the 1940s. The popul ation of the village
dropped dramatically; in 1940 only 500 individuals 1nthe entire tow were

(continued)
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enpl oyed i n manufacturing. The MIl Nunber Two was disnantled and sold for
salvage and the others were largely vacated. Athough the individual
residential properties were not expensive few initially purchased their hones.

After Wrld Ver Two this hiatus was reversed. Scarce housing general ly, sone
enpl oynent | ocal ly, and low prices of the village properties nade themnore
popul ar for purchase. Thehigh proportionof multi-famly housetypes neant
that rental units were nore nunerous here than anywhere else inthe tow, a
key factor of the village continuity as aworking class community.

Mai ntenance onvillage propertiesranges fromnoderate to excellent. The
range i nthe type of alterations is nuch wider. Sone owners show a remarkabl e
interest inthe original finishof the mll housing, and the best preserved
exanpl es are those where owners have el ected to retain and maintain them
Sone owners sought to achieve a sinpler, nore nodern | ook for the houses in
their maintenance and renovation work, renoving the el aborate wall covers and
spindle trimand substituting the nore unified |look achieved with the
application of plain synthetic siding.

Li ke other remmant m |l villages, interest and respect for the conmunity as a
historic resource varies greatli/]. Incontrast to earlier villages and towns,
residents inthese 19th and 20th century mll village often doubt the
inportance of their experience, or that of their ancestors and predessesors.
It was not unconmon in Gilbertvillefor residentsto flatly deny that the
village held any historic inportance. Hstory "fromthe bottom up" has not
yet "trickled down" to the popular history of local commnities. Fortunately
a small nuner of village residents and institutions recognize the inportance
of Gilbertvilleand have worked to preserve evidence and interest in its
history. TheHardw ck Historical Society works hard to assure representation
in itscollection of all villages inthe town, and includes a collectionof
fine historic photo?raphs, as wel| as occasi onal panphl ets and broadsi des
associated with village activitiesand institutions. Long-tine residents,
particularly those with several generations before themhere, wereexceptional
sources of personal remniscences. Qutstanding inthis regard is Charlie
Angel |, who has not only assenbl ed his own exceptional collection of docunents
and photographs of Gilbertville, but has conducted his ownresearch into the
village's early history, and i s the acknow edged vi IIa%e repository and
historian. Thepresent pastor of Saint Al oysius Church, Rev. Chester

Msiew cz, has astrong interest invillage and parish history, and has
gathered together objects and docunents for use I nhis classes for parish
children. Architectural research and preservationefforts date to the revival
of the Hardw ck Historical Gommssion inthe [ate 1980s. The Gomnmssion
successful ly received fromthe town nmeeting a budget of $10,000 to conplete a
conprehensi ve inventory with the help of a professional social and
architectural historian and this work was conpleted in 1989 by the author.
Addi tional research onthe village vas financed by the Vire Gomunity

Devel opnent Department, which admnisters the housing re-devel opment work for

(conti nued)
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the town. The ﬁartici ation of the Hrdwck and Missachusetts Historical
Gmmassion i nthis work, under a nenarandumof agreenent with the Advisory
Counci |, assured that renovation would proceed wth respect for the historic
fabric of the village. Wth the financial assistance of the Vire CGnmunity
Devel opnent  Departnent and t he Massachusetts Historical Gonmission, the
Hstorical QGonmssion was able to proceed with the next st eﬁ | npreservation
BLa_nnlng wth the selection of villages for nomnationto the National

gister of Hstoric Paces. The town's response to these efforts has been
positive and the profile of the Coi mssionraised.

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Significance

The archaeol ogical significance of ay sites or features located in the
district would be great because the town is largely unstudied and any
excavation woul d add conparative material to that nounting on the northwest
portion of Wrcester County. Ay sites associated with Native American and
prehistoric occupation of the area would be of great significance due to their
rarity. Sites associated with the historicoccupation of the village during
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries would fall into tw broad categories. The
features related to former structures in the village, providing structural
remains or evidence of construction nethods or form would add to scholarly
understanding of the areas's vernacular and popular architecture. Evidence of
structures related to the mlls on the falls would be of interest,
particularly at the upper and |ower nost where use was early and of [ow
Intensity. Danage by the floods associated with the hurricane of 1938 are
expected to have destroyed nuch of this evidence however. Features related to
the daily functioning of the village are especially inportant (so-called
occupational features like privies, trash pits and sheet refuse?]. Know edge
about daily life inthe mll villagewould [ikely result fromthe exam nation
of such features, and analysis of floral, faunal and artifact remains could
tell nuch about diet, health and ethnic and class distinctionsin mterial
life. Conparison of sites within different nei ghborhoods, and contrasts

bet ween conpany-owned and private Propertles wi Il be of particular inportance,
allowing insight into the degree of control actually achieved by the G lbert

Gonpany.
(conti nued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Hardwick are poorly understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area can provide
valuable insights into settlement and subsistence models for
interior/headwater Connecticut River drainages as well as potential
information on trade within that area and possibly socio-political
boundaries. Three fall lines along the Ware River and potential associated
Native American sites in that area may also provide important information on
fisheries related resource exploitation.

Historic remains described above have the potential for providing detailed
informatin on an isolated rural village, which changed from an agricultural
economy of mixed grain and husbandry to a small single-enterprise woolen
manufacturing village. Gilbertville retains nearly all of the buildings ever
constructed during Gilbert Manufacturing ownership between 1860 and 1938;
however, no standing structures survive for this pre-1860 period. Structural
survivals and occupational-related features for this early period may offer
our only knowledge of this early settlement which laid the groundwork for
later industrial development. During the period of Gilbert Manufacturing
Company operation, structural survivals of Mill Numbers Two and Three can
provide valuable data on mill layout and construction. This information can
be particularly important for Mill Number Two whose sequence of construction
is difficult to construct from written records. Other important structural
survivals in the district include the remains of the Brown Block, for which
little is known about the building plan. Waterpower-related sites within the
district can also be important by providing data on how water-power was
initially harnessed and allocated among the four mills. Occupational-related
features including dump areas can be especially important by providing
information about the daily lives of residents in the village. This data can
further be important by providing information on social and geographical
hierarchies that existed in the village. Data may be present that reinforces
differences and/or similarity between particular ethnic groups, occupational
classes, neighborhood groups and company owned versus privately owned areas.
The comparative rarity of any archaeological data on small-scale mill villages
such as Gilbertville would greatly increase the value of any sites or features
recovered.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Gilbertville Historic District are showon the
attached assessors nap. They correspond t othe property lines of the parcels.

Boundary Justification
The boundaries of the Gilbertville Historic District were drawn to include its
best preserved portion of the village within the Town of Hardwick. The
district extends along the intersecting roadways to the visual and functional
edges where buildings do not retain integrity, new buildings have been
constructed, or farmland and second growth forest begin. It includes the
surviving mills and public buildings, as well as the majority of the
company-built housing.

The location of altered properties as well as the location of new construction
were used to mark the best preserved portions of the village. In general, the
Massachusetts Historical Commission's concerns were to eliminate compromised
portions at the edges of the village, applying in fact higher standards at
these places than within the core of the district. This has resulted in the
elimination of parts of the village from the district, particularly parts of
the privately-owned portions that were located at the edges of the
company-owned area. In five sections of the regional arteries, changes in the
character of the architectural fabric mark the borders: On
Hardwick/Gilbertville Road and Mechanic Street buildings have been omitted
from the district because alterations to some of the buildings were deemed to
compromise their integrity at a level unacceptable at the edges of the
district. The western end of Prospect Street was also omitted due to
alterations to the buildings. The outskirts of Church Street and
southern-most Main Street have been excluded because of intervening buildings
that are either modern or too altered.
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North of the Vdre River east to Mechanic Street
Min Street
48 Glbert MIT #1 ltalianate 1860-62, 1883 C (4)B
a s hHbuse C St
b. Site of mll #2 C Si
c. Site of dans andm || #3 C Si
49 Central M\ HRPass. Depot Italianate 1887 C B
50 Gilbertville Hall Second Empire 1863 C B
51 Bungal ow Dupl ex Shingle 1885-98 G B
52 Bungal ow Dupl ex Shi ngle 1885-98 C B
53 First Tenenent B ock 3 Italiante 1860-62 C B
54 First Tenenent B ock 3 Italiante 1860-62 C B
273 Site of Tenenent B ock 6 1860-62 C Si
55 Third Tenenent Fow Colonial Revival 1911-17 C B
North Street
A U.S. Post Office modern NC B
B House modern NC B
56 First Tenement Block 3 [talianate 1860-62 C B
57 House (gablefront 1 1/2) and Garage Greek Revival unk. C (2)B
58 Second Tenement Row Stick 1870-85 C B
59 Second Tenement Row Stick 1870-85 C B
West Street
274 Livery unk. NC B
60 First Tenement Block 3 Italianate 1860- 62 C B
61 First Tenement Block 4 Italianate 1860- 62 C B
62 House (gablefront 11/2) Greek Revival unk. G B
63 First Tenement Block 4 Italianate 1860- 62 C B
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Broad Street
64 Second Tenenent Row
65 Second Tenenent Row
66 Second Tenenent Row
67 Second Tenenent Row
63 Second Tenenent Fow
gar age
Prospect Street
72 Second Tenenent Row and Gar age
Parlcer Qourt/Broolc Street
73 House (gable block 2 1/2
74 House (gable block 1 1/2
East Street
75 Bungal ow Dupl ex OE #2
76 First Tenenent Bl ock 4

South and east of the Vdre R ver

Min Street

77 Courthouse/Post Office
78 First Duplex A

79 First Duplex A

80 First Duplex A

81 George H. Gilbert School
82 First Duplex A

83 First Duplex A

garage

84 First Duplex A

85 First Duplex A

86 First Duplex A with Store Addition
87 Warehouse

C store

SME

Stick
Stick
Stick
Stick
Stick

Stick

Italianate

Shingl e
ltal Ianate

Classical Revival
Italianate
[talianate
[talianate
Classical Revival
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
[talianate

Page 2

DATE

18/0-85
1870-85
18/0-85
1870-85
1870-85

1870-85

1860- 62
unk.

1885-98
1860- 62

1898-1911
1862-64
1862-64
1862-64
1903
1862-64
1862-64

1862-64
1862-64
1862-64
1870-98
modern

SIANLS TYE
NC B
cC B
'C B
¢ B
C B
NC

(2)B
C
C
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
B
-
c B
S
NC B
C B
B
-
%C B
B
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(Vi1 E=3 NNE
Bridge Street/Terrace
900 Qovered Bridge NR 1986
88 House (gabl e bl ock 2)
89 First Tenenent B ock 4
90 First Tenenent Bl ock 4
a1 First Tenenent B ock 4
92 First Tenenent B ock 4
93 First Tenenent B ock 4
Gove Street

94 Third Tenenent Fow
95 First Duplex A
Hghland Terrace

D Tel ephone . Buil ding
96 First Duplex A

97 First Duplex A

98 First Duplex A

9 Late Dupl ex
imit Arenue

100 Ms. Adans House
N Br ai nt ree Road

SME

timber through truss

[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
Italianate
[talianate

Colonial Revival
[talianate

[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
Stick

[talianate

Queen Anne
Colonial Revival
Queen Anne

Shi ngle

Stick

Colonial Revival

101 Vér d Huse

102 Last Dupl ex

103 R chardson House

104 Bungal ow Dupl ex

105 Late Dupl ex

Main Street

106 Last Duplex

107 Barlow House (gable block 11/2)

108

Ware River RR Station

Greek Revival
[talianate
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DATE

1886

unk.

1862-64
1862-64
1862-64
1862-64
1862-64

1911-17
1862-64

modern
1862-64
1862-64
1862-64
1883

1870-85

1870-85
1898-1911
1885-1898
1885-98
ca. 1883

1898-1911
unk.
1870
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109

E
110
111
112
113

F
114
115
116
117

118

Gilbretville Historic District

Hardwicic, VA

District Data Sheet

NAVE

Ware River RR Depot

House

Gilbertville Public Library
Congregational Church & Chapel
Congregational Parsonage
Hardwick High School

House

Power Plant (now Foundry)
Gilbert Mill #4

First Duplex A

First Duplex B

garage

First Duplex A

Main Street (Continued)

119
120
121
122

G
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130

H

Old
275
266

First Duplex A
First Duplex B DCE #63
First Tenement Row
First Tenement Rowv
Gas station

Third Tenement Row
Third Tenement Row
First Tenement Rowv
Third Tenement Row
First Tenement Block
First Tenement Row
Dexter Block
Bungalow Duplex
House

Road
House (gablefront 2 1/2) and garage
Sawyer's House DCOE

STYLE

[talianate
Classical Revival
Gothic Revival
Stick

Classical Revival

[talianate
[talianate
[talianate

[talianate

[talianate
[talianate
[talianate
Italianate
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Italianate
Colonial Revival
Italianate
[talianate
Italianate
Shingle

Greek Revival

Page 4

DATE

1870
modern
1912
1874, 1884
1884
1910
modern
1912
1867
1862-64
1862-64

1862-64

1862-64
1862-64
1870-85
1870-85
modern

1911-17
1911-17
1870-85
1911-17
1862-64
1870-85
1870-98
1885-98
modern

1870-98
ca. 1865

STATUS
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High Street
131 House/former School #2
132 Bungalow Duplex Shi ngle
133 Bungalow Duplex Shingle
134 Third Tenement Row and garage Colonial Revival
I House
135 Bungalow Duplex Shi ngle
136 Third Tenement Row Colonial Revival
J House
137 Last Tenement Row DCE 34 & 38 Shingle
138 Last Tenement Row Shingle
K House
Josel yn Road
139 Bungal ow Dupl ex Shingle
275 Bungal ow Dupl ex Shingle
152 Pul doski Hal | —
153 Tenenent Row Craftsman

North of Vdre River and east of Mechanic Street

Church Street

140

L
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149

150

Winsor Hotel

Dorman’'s Garage

Two-part Commercial Block

One-part Commercial Block

Two-part Commercial Block

Old Fellows Hall/store

House (gable block 2 1/2)

Store/E. Long House and Garage

Two-family House (gable block 1 1/2)

J. Hurley Two-family House

Crawford Hse, Barn, Garage
and Retaining Wall

W.H. Phelps House and Garage

Victorian Eclectic

False Front
False Front
False Front
altered/parapet

was False Front
gable block 1 1/2+

[talianate

Queen Anne

Page 5

DATE

1864
1885-98
1885-98
1911-17
modern
1885-98
1911-17
modern
1917-31
1917-31
modern

1885-98
1885-98
ca. 1918
ca. 1900

by 1898
modern
betw. 1917-31
1911-17
1898-1911
1898-1911
1989-1911
by 1898
by 1898
by 1898
ca. 1870

by 1898

STATUS

300300?0 OO0

SNONOXQ]

eivivivivIivivizivizI® %O

TYPE

oww WO mW T

MWW WWWwWWm

(3)B
St
(2)B



Gilbretville Historic District

Hardwicic, MA
District Data Sheet
VHCH NAVE STYLE
151 St. Aloysius Church, Gothic
a. Rectory and Bell Colonial Revival
b. Bell
c. Carriage House Vict. Eclectic
d. School Stick
Site of Convent
154 Génedreau House Colonial Revival
155 House (gable block 2 1/2), Garage Italianate
Retaining Vel
Mindel Street
184 Dexter Tenenent
185 Dext er Tenenent
DuHamel Court
183 Dexter Tenenent
189 Dext er Tenenent
C- Historic Resource B- building
NC- modern OB- object

(except where building is named)

153 Resources

124 Contributing Buildings
20 Noncontributing Buildings
4 Contributing Sites
4 Contributing Structures
1 Contributing Object
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DATE

1872-1911

1898-1911
1898-1911

by 1898
by 1898

by 1898
by 1898

St- structure
Si- site
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October 17, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find the follow ng nom nations:

Hardw ck Village Historic District, roughly Petersham Barre, G eenw ch,
Ruggles Hill and Gilbertville Roads, Hardw ck (\Wrcester County),
Massachusetts 02137;

Gl bertville Historic District, roughly Main, Chrch, Hgh, North, Broad and
Bridge Streets, Hardw ck (Wrcester County), Massachusetts 01037.

There have been no owner objections for the properties |isted above.

The nomnations have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qnwners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the neetingand
\é\ere afforded the opportunityt ocomment. No comnments have been received to
ate.

Sincerely,
6_ NNN\NNNN_N_NN\

ith B MDonough
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osur e;

cc: Claire Denpsey, Consultant
Chai rperson, Hardw ck Historical Gommssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Novenber 20, 1991

M. Janmes T. Cole

Director, Office of Real Estate
US Postal Service

475 L' Enfant Plaza, SW

Washi ngton, DC 20260

Dear M. Cole:

V& arepleased t o informyouthat theGilbertville Post Office i sincludedi n
the Gilbertville Historic District, Hardw ck, Massachusetts. The nom nation
to theNational Register hasbeen voted eligible by the State Review Boardand
has been forwarded t otheNational Park Service. TheNational Register of
Historic Places i stheFederal government's official [ist of historic
properties worthy of preservation. Listing i ntheNational Register provides
recognition and assists preserving our Nation's heritage.

Listing of this district provides recognitionof thecomunity's inmportant
historic resources andassures protectivereview of Federal projects that
m ght adversely affect thecharacter of thehistoric district. I f the
district i slisted i ntheNational Register, certain Federal investment tax
credits for rehabilitation and other provisions nay apply.

Listing i ntheNational Register does not mean that limitations will be placed
on theproperty by theFederal governnent. Public visitation rights are not
required of owners. The Federal govenment will not attach restrictive

covenants totheproperties or seek toacquire them | f e property i slisted
in theNational Register, theowner nmay do anything with i r that he/she

wi shes, unless state or federal funds, permts, or licensing are used, or

unl ess sonme other regional and/or local ordinance or policy i si neffect.

In Massachusetts, properties nomnated totheNational Register are
automatically listed onthe State Register of Historic Places. There are no
limtations, public visitation requirements, or restrictive covenants for
private properties included i nthe State Register. State Register properties
owned by municipalities andnonprofit organizations may conpete for state
restoration grants.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. Judiih B. McDonough. Executive Director. Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street. Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael j. Connoli). Secretary






