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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

128 
/AM/m 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number ' , 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

•d 

1 1. Town F a l l Riyer, Ma. 

Address 264 G r i f f i n St, 

Name Former Brayton Methodist Epis-
copal Church  

Present use C i t i z e n s f o r C i t i z e n s 

Headquarters 

Present owner C i t i z e n s f o r C i t i z e n s 

Description: Lge . g a b l e - r o o f e d f r a m e 
c h u r c h w / G o t h i c and s t i c k - w o r k d e -

Date t a i l . 18 9 7 

Source B l d g . P e r m i t # 302 

Style L a t e V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c 

Architect 

Exterior wail fabric C l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) 
Polychrome- painted corn( 

Other features s p i r e , s t i c k - w o r k & ap­
p l i e d t r e f o i l d e s i g n a t iancee~"wl"ndo\ 
t r i a n g u l a r ped imen t a t f r o n t g a b l e . 

High g r a n i t e foundation. 

' entrance enclosed ' " 
Alteredtower windows Date 

boarded up"; 
Moved Date 

5. Lot size; 21 ,353 s q . f t . 

One acre or less J< Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

f ^ . Recorded by p . Giza  

Organization F . R . O . H . P 

Date Dec. 8, IQRn 

(over) 

•'^-iyii.-%y 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church 

church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates C i t i z e n s f o r C i t i z e n s H e a d q u a r t e r s 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary :. 
Political 

Recreation \ 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

_2L. 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Parish H i s t o r y ; Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church began as a Sunday school 
the South End i n 1843. The Sunday school was organized by Abner L. Westgate 
i t s f i r s t s uperintendent. Meetings were held i n the basement o f a fou r t e n ­
ement block c a l l e d the Great Westerner on what i s now South Main St.. Later 
a l a r g e room was secured i n the h a l l over the Bay State P r i n t Works on 
Globe St.. Mr. W i l l i a m Chapin, owner of the P r i n t Works, not only allowed t] 
Sunday school t o meet i n h i s h a l l but he also planned f o r r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s 
t o be held there l a r g e l y f o r the b e n e f i t of h i s o p e r a t i v e s . His i n t e r e s t i n 
r e l i g i o u s matters & h i s i n t e r e s t i n the s p i r i t u a l needs of h i s workers l e d 
him t o purchase a s i t e on Globe St. f o r a new church, which was b u i l t i n 185( 
& was known as C h r i s t ' s Church. I n 1854 the church p r o p e r t y was secured f o r 
the Methodists & was known as the Globe St. M.E. Church. The name o f the 
church was changed i n 1868, t o the Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church i n 
memory of John Brayton, a pioneer Methodist i n t h i s area, and. the g e n e r o s i t y 
of John S. Brayton, & h i s s i s t e r Mrs. Mary B. Young. The church membership 
grew t o such an extent t h a t a new church was erected i n 1897 on G r i f f i n Stre€ 
I n 1970, because of dw i n d l i n g membership, the church disbanded. The b u i l d i n c 
i s p r e s e n t l y used by C i t i z e n s f o r C i t i z e n s . 

The only major church i n F a l l River no longer i n r e l i g i o u s use, the former 
Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church i s , despite i t s new use^ l a r g e l y i n t a c t 
on the e x t e r i o r , as w e l l as the i n t e r i o r , and a p p r o p r i a t e l y p a i n t e d t o 
revea l i t s r i c h t r i m d e t a i l . The church was unique i n t h a t i t was b u i l t 
by and named f o r the Braytons, a major i n d u s t r i a l i s t f a m i l y , y e t t h i s was 
a " m i l l - w o r k e r s ' " church, located i n the southern s e c t i o n of the c i t y near 
several m i l l s . _ The church, a handsome vernacular example of Late V i c t o r i a n 
Gothic, maintains i n t e g r i t y of design, workmanship, and r e f l e c t s ^centinued) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . , , ^ . 

OS -li • ••••• ••• 

Bldg. Dept. Brayton Methodist Society on 6-7-1897 Permit •# 302 50 x 70 x 42 
Yearbook & Church D i r e c t o r y of Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church 1854-1931 
F a l l River Herald News Cl i p p i n g s - June 12, 1942 

June 20, 1970 , . , 
Mar. 10, 1970 ~ * > .. A, . 



^ INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET , 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSICN 

Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conminity: 

F a l l River, Mass. 

Form No: 
M 128 

/Mii 
Property NaJne:F°™er Brayton 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

No. 9 - H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e ( c o n t i n u a t i o n ) 

the concern o f the m i l l - o w n e r s f o r the s p i r i t u a l , as w e l l as t he p h y s i c a l 
w e l l - b e i n g o f t h e i r o p e r a t i v e s . The Former Brayton Methodis t Episcopal 
Church meets C r i t e r i a A and C o f the N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c Places 

y. 

4 

Stap le to Inventory form at bott om 



NPS Fonii 10-900-a 
(3-62) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page T-^^)^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name F a l l River M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State ML. 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11- Borden, Ariadne J. & Mary A., House ' Keeper 1 If/^'b 
iSiibfltantiva Eovisw '' ' 

• ' :> ~' Attest 

Date/Signature 

12. Border Ci ty M i l l s 

DOE/OWMER OBJECTION 

Eisterffiined Sll^.T^'Ia y ^ / o  
K eeper " f z A h f k ^ l ^ A ^ / ^ 

Attest 

13. Borden, N. B . , School 

14. Borden-Winslow House 

Entered In tbe pfeeper jhA&A/r-b 
National Beglster 

Attest 

Entered in the /icJeper -^^C-AJ ,^>(U^..---'^^,d->^^ 
National Register '^'^-^ 

Attest 

15. Brayton Methodist Episcopal Chujc^|^,^^ 3̂ ,̂  tiie t^eeper J2f<iAi^ ,p<liA^^^,/:Sy^^ 
, National Beglater 

16, Brighton. Hathaway. Houŝ  ^ ^ f o ^ ' L ^ U t ^ 

Attest 

jfeeeper 

» Attest 

17. Bristol County Superior Court^^^^^^^^^^^^^ feeeper j/^Ai ) oSj^-^^^^-^^-y^^ 

' : \ ;^ 'A,; . . • Attest 

18, Cadedy, Squire William B. , House^^^^ (deeper J^AA-

S t l o n a l Eeglater 
Attest 

19, Cataract Engine Company No, ^^^^j.^^ m the {^Keeper ^o/^J ^jjU^^^^^-^^-^^dye^..^ 

Attest 

20. Central Congregational Church^^^^^^ ^ <^eepev ^/^Ari /Od^^^-:r^idy..^ 

Attest 



~ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOfUC PLACES 
"'9ttM .................. - ..... ..... .................... 

Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church (Fall River MRA) 
Brist-01 County · 
MASSACHUSETTS 

reaubmlaalon 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection ,_ 
•PP•al 

Substantive Review: _sample _request 

£VAluATION I RETURN SHEET . 

» 

Working Nb. --. ....... ~~------­
Fed. Reg. Date: .~~~-'-~~~~ 
Da t • Due: __ c?-J""-!ii-...:;;;....._ __ "'"""'~--

. Action: ~ ACCEPT..--~-------
Entered 1n tl:ie - RETURN _ _ __ _ 
1htiona1 Ree;ist13r _ REJECT ___ _ 

Pederal Agency: _______ ~-~ 

i:__ •ppeal _ NR decision 

-------------------------------------- -----· 
Reviewer'• comments: 

Recom. /Criteria------- -
Reviewer ________ _ 

Dlaclplln•------------
Dat•-------------~ 
_ •M co11Unuat Ion sheet 

·Nomination returned for: _technical corrections cited below 
· _substantive reasons dlacuaud below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification ......., .. _ .... -...... I Ml•11 I •• 
4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 

...... ~-...--.......... , 
7. O.scriptlon 

0 ... -­_ ... _.._ --­---- -- _......., .... -- -- _ _...., ... _ _ ..., _ _..... 
.._.._.....,.. ... ........,"' ............. __ _ 
-

-

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/ lnteg rity 
dates 
boundary aelec t Ion 

,.. .. 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Pmrim* APMS ml «liwWI«n» Ctimtk mm* tmmtHf kmtmm 

â mmmc *mtmm •yll<ir-*fchW»ct 

ttMrtetnant e^ Sl^ifiMleafwe (In OMO pacanrayli) 

summary paragraph , 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

tmmgm of nomlnatad proparty . 

OiMdnngl* nam* 

UMTI 

» « r * « l > i i i < i n r *mtTt iH imn mm* Juatmcat ion 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Ttia avaluatad itgnHleanca o< thla proparty wtttiin th* siatt 

national atata local 

Wata HIatonc IVaaarvatlon Otficar aignatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone; 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s for any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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