FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number ,

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

fAr.

1. Town Fal |

In Area no. Form no.

128
JAM/m

Riyer, M.

Address 264 Griffin St,

Nanme Former Brayton Methodist Epis-
copal Church

Present use Citizens for Citizens

Headquarters

Present owner Citizens for Citizens
Description: Lge. gable-roofed frame
church w/ Gothic and stick-work de-
Date tail. 1897

Permit # 302

Source Bldg.

Style Late Victorian Gothic

Architect

Exterior wail fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings (describe)
Pol ychrome- painted corn(

Other features spire, stick-work & ap-
plied trefoil design at iancee~"wl"ndo\
triangular pediment at front gable.

Hi gh granite foundation.

' entrance encl osed ' "

Alteredtower windows Date
boarded up";

Moved Date

Lot size; 21,353 sq. ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street
Recorded by p. Giza
Organization F.R.O.H.P
Date Dec. 8, IQRn

o'Njyii.-%y



7. Original owner (ifknown) Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church

Original use church

Subsegquent uses (if any) and dates Citizens for Citizens Headquarters

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation \
Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/ A
The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military . humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanationof themes checked above)

Parish History; Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church began as a Sunday school
the South End i n1843. The Sunday school was organized by Abner L. Westgate
its first superintendent. Meetings were held i nt hebasement of a four ten-
ement block called t heGreat Westerner on what i snow South Main St.. Later
a large roomwas secured i nthehall over theBay State Print Works on

G obe St.. M. Wi lliamChapin, owner of t hePrint Works, notonly allowedt ]
Sunday school t oneet i nhis hall but he also planned for religious services
to be held there largely for thebenefit of his operatives. Hi sinterestin
religious matters & his interest i nthespiritual needs of his workers| ed
him t opurchase a site on Globe St. for a new church, which was built 1 n 185
& was known as Christ's Church. |1 n1854thechurch property was secured for
the Methodists & was known as t heG obe St. ME Church. The nane of the
church was changed i n1868, t ot heBrayton Methodist Episcopal Churchi n
menory of John Brayton, a pioneer Methodist i nthis area, and. the generosity
of John S Brayton, & his sister Ms. Mary B. Young. The church membership
grew t osuch an extent that a newchurch was erected i n1897 on Griffin Stre€
In 1970, because of dwindling membership, thechurch disbanded. The buildinc

is presently used by Citizens for Citizens.

The only major church i nFall River no longer i nreligious use, the former
Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church i s, despite itsnewuse® |argely intact
on t heexterior, as well as theinterior, andappropriately paintedt o

reveal i tsrich trim detail. The church was unique i nthat | twas built

by and nanmed for t he Braytons, a major industrialist famly, yet this was
a "mill-workers'"church, located i nt hesouthern section of thecity near
several mills._  The church, a handsome vernacul ar exanple of Late Victorian

Gothic, maintains integrity of design, workmanship, andreflects “centinued)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) C o, N,
e i - -
Bl dg. Dept. Brayton Methodist Society on 6-7-1897 Permt « 302 50 x 70 x 42
Year book & Church Directory of Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church 1854-1931

Fall River Herald News Clippings - June 12, 1942
June 20, 1970 , ,

Mar. 10, 1970 ~ * > - A,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET , Conminity: Eorm No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSICN Fall River, Mass. /Rﬂ/lii 128

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property NaJne:F°™er Brayton

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
No. 9-Historical Significance (continuation)
the concern of the mill-owners for the spiritual, as well as the physical

well-being of their operatives. The Former Brayton Methodist Episcopal
Church meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places

Staple to Inventory form at bottCm



. OMB No. 1024-0018
(N:esz)Fonn 10-900-a Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page T- "

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area

State ML.
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
11- Borden, Ariadne J. & Mary A., House ' Keeper 1 Ifi~b
iSibfltantiva  Eovisw
o ! > - Attest
Eisterffiined SI"TVla y ~ [/ o]
12. Border City Mills Keeper "fzAh fk~AIMAN/ n
DOEIOWMER OBJECTION 4 ;eet
13. Borden, N. B., School Entered In tbe pfeeper jhA&AKD
National Beglster
Attest
Wi tered inthe. /i cJeper ~rC-AJ NS(UN NN gSAN
14. Borden-Winslow House El”ciltl &d IT-?egl ster P ( A
Attest

15. Brayton Methodist Episcopal Chujcr|* AN 3 tiie tNeeper  J2f<iAIN  p<liANNAN [:Sy™M A

National Beglater
Attest

16, Brighton. Hathaway. Hous® ~A~fo~r'L~rUt~ jfeeeper

» Attest
17. Bristol  County Superior  CourtMVWWWwWwwn feeeper AL ) OGNy
NMALL L e Attest
18, Cadedy, Sguire William  B., House™W (deeper JNAA-
Stlonal Eeglater Attest
19, Cataract Engine Company No, "YW m the {"Keeper o/ NjUNMMAMGyen, A
Attest
20. Central Congregational Churchvwwww» - A <" eepev NNAri [OdM-:rhidy. A

Attest



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

United States Department of the Interier
Nations! Park Sesvice

Brayton Methodist Episcopal Church (Fall River MRA)
Bristol County )

MASSACHUSETTS i / / '
- ' Working No. /& 5.3-/5 .
: Fed. Reg. Date: ,1' 7 57 \
L - Date Due: ¥/ S I - Z27/43
: “Action: ;/ACCEPTM
— resubmission Entered in tha ——— RETURNo______ __
— Nomination by person or local government -ticnal Recister __ REJECT
— OWNOT Ob'.etion v » Federal Ag.ncy:
appeal ‘ ’
Substantive Review: — sample ___request ___ appeal _._ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom. /Criteria
_Rovlomr
- Discipline
Date
— 808 coatinuation sheet

Nomination returned for: _ technical corrections cited beiow
" —SUbstantive reasons discussad below

1. Name
e ]

2. Location

3. Classification
Gategery Gumership Status Pouosnt Yoo
Pudiic Acquisition Asssssidie ’

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this preperty beon @o oligitie? __yos __ne
7. Description
Qonditien Chesh ane Chost ene
p— — G00OTIGrENSE . uneiered p— ]
— good e NING — sitored ——moved dme _____
p— p—r ]

Soasribe the procant and eviginel (¥ kasun) physisel appearense

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary seilection

[



8. Significance

Pmrim* APMS ml «liwWl«n»  Ctimtk mm* tmmtHf kmtmm

a'mmme mm

ttMrtetnant

eyll<ir-*fchWxct
eM SlnifiMleafwe (In OMO pacanrayli)

summary paragraph ,
completeness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception

other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10.

tmmgm of nomlinatad proparty .
OiMdnngl* nam*
UMTI

Oeographical Data

»«r*«l >iii<inr *mtTtiHimn mm* Juatmcation

11. Form Prepared By

12.

Ttia avaluatad itgnHleanca o<thla proparty wtttiin th* siatt

State Historic Preservation Officer

national atata local

Wata Hlatonc IVaaarvatlon Otficar aignatura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
Signed Date
Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone;

sheet

202

272 -

3504















Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



