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DESCRIPTION 

The section of the Charles River Reservation Parkways covered by this nomination extends from Eliot Bridge 
in the Brighton section of Boston at the eastem end, to the intersection of State Route 9 and the Charles River 
on the Newton/Wellesley line on the westem end. It includes a mix of river, border, and connecting 
parkways. 

The portion of the Charles River Reservation to the east of the area addressed in this nomination, which is 
known as the Lower Basin, was designated a National Register District in 1978 and is not discussed in detail 
here. The previously listed portion includes the following roadways administered by the former Metropolitan 
District Commission (MDC)(NOTE: in 2003, the MDC was reorganized as the Division of Urban Parks and 
Recreation within the newly created Department of Conservation and Recreation [DCR]): all of Cambridge 
Parkway and Memorial Drive in Cambridge, all of Storrow Drive and Embankment Road in Boston, and the 
eastem section of Soldiers Field Road in Boston from the Boston University Bridge to the Eliot Bridge. Also 
previously listed in the 1978 National Register District are several DCR bridges across the Charles River, 
including the Charles River Dam Bridge, Longfellow Bridge, Harvard Bridge, Boston University Bridge, 
River Street Bridge, Westem Avenue Bridge, Weeks Bridge, Larz Anderson Bridge, and Eliot Bridge. 

The roads addressed in this nomination are broken down into two river segments, the Upper Basin and the 
Upper Charles River. 

Upper Basin - Eliot Bridge to Watertown Dam 

The Upper Basin extends from Eliot Bridge west to the Watertown Dam and incorporates parkland along 
both banks of the river, as well as the adjacent parkways. DCR parkways along the southem section of the 
river include the westem section of Soldiers Field Road, as well as the Leo Birmingham Parkway and 
Nonantum Road. Parkways along the northem section include a short section of Arsenal Street, 
Greenough Boulevard, a short segment of North Beacon Street, and Charles River Road. Each parkway 
is addressed separately, beginning with the southem section. 

The section of Soldiers Field Road (#1 on the data sheet) addressed in this nomination extends from Eliot 
Bridge on the east to North Beacon Street on the west, a distance of approximately two miles. It is located 
entirely in the Brighton neighborhood of Boston (Suffolk County). The setting of Soldiers Field Road 
includes DCR parkland along the entire northern/western edge, with frequent views to the adjacent Charles 
River. The widest section of parkland along this stretch is Christian Herter Park, a heavily used multi­
purpose recreation area. Lying to the east of Soldiers Field Road at the eastem end of this segment are the 
Harvard University athletic fields, including Harvard Stadium (NHL 1987). Towards the westem end, the 
adjacent land lying south/east of the roadway becomes primarily late twentieth century commercial strip of 
single-story buildings, as well as the Skating Club of Boston, housed in its own facility, a utilitarian hangar-
type stmcture erected in 1938. 

(continued) 
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At its eastem end, this segment of Soldiers Field Road begins as a gently curving four-lane divided roadway 
(two lanes each way) with central median with grass and a regularly spaced planting of honey locust trees 
(Planted Median, #2 on the data sheet)(Soldiers Field Road, photos #1-2). There are also irregularly 
spaced remnant mature oak plantings along the outer edges of the roadway for some of its length. Edges and 
medians are curbed with vertical granite, and there are sidewalks paved in bituminous concrete. Illumination 
is provided by cobra-head light fixtures on metal poles, and there are periodic traffic lights to accommodate 
the complex traffic pattems of this urban area. A pedestrian bridge near Telford Street (Telford Street 
Pedestrian Bridge, #3 on the data sheet)(Soldiers Field Road, photo #2), built in the 1960s, provides 
access from the adjacent North Brighton neighborhood to Herter Park. As Soldiers Field Road approaches 
Arsenal Street, there is a narrow service road along the southem (eastbound) lane, and the planted median is 
replaced by Jersey barriers as the road is depressed to pass under Arsenal St. at Westem Avenue. Four access 
ramps provide connections in all directions. The underpass was added ca. 1954 (Soldiers Field Road 
Underpass at Western Avenue, #4 on the data sheet). There is a continuous sidewalk along the park 
(north) side of the roadway between Eliot Bridge and Arsenal St., which varies in width and character but is 
considered an important link in the regional pedestrian/bicycle network. On the south side, there is no 
sidewalk at the eastem end (near the Harvard athletic fields), but there is an intermittent sidewalk fronting the 
commercial establishments that extend west to North Beacon Street. 

The section of Soldiers Field Road west of Arsenal Street retains its curvilinear character and four-lane width. 
Near Arsenal Street at the eastem end of this segment, the median is defined by Jersey barriers until the 
roadway reaches grade level; fi^om that point west there is no median (Soldiers Field Road photo #3). The 
parkland, river and pedestrian/bicycle path are still a strong presence along the northem edge of the road, but 
the commercial land use along the southem edge is less compatible with the parkway character. As Soldiers 
Field Road approaches North Beacon St., there is a long, narrow oval holding a turfed median with 
irregularly spaced trees (Soldiers Field Road/North Beacon St. Oval, #5 on the data sheet). Created ca. 
1958, the oval is considered noncontributing due to its age but should be re-evaluated when it is 50 years of 
age. Beyond North Beacon St., the roadway along the southem edge of the river becomes Nonantum Road. 

Nonantum Road (#6 on the data sheet) extends along the southem side of the Charles River from North 
Beacon Street west to Galen Street for a distance of about 1 V2 miles. It is located in Boston (Suffolk 
County), Watertown, and Newton (Middlesex County). Nonantum Road is bordered on the north for its 
entire length by DCR parkland, which is narrow in some sections and widens near the center to accommodate 
the Monsignor Daly recreational area, established 1967, which includes ballfields, the Daly Memorial 
Skating Rink, and a marina/boat launch. Nonantum Road is edged with granite curbing on the southem, river 
side, and bituminous concrete curbing on the northem side. There is also a sidewalk along the northem edge 
for most of the length of Nonantum Road, but only intermittently along the southem edge. At its 
southeastem end, where it intersects the Soldiers Field Road Oval, stands the Richard T. Artesani Memorial 
Playground and wading pool (erected 1962, reconstmcted 2000). The eastem half approximately y4-mile-
long length of Nonantum Road is bordered along its southem edge by the Massachusetts Tumpike, which is 
screened by a buffer of scmb vegetation. This gives way to a residential and then a commercial 
neighborhood as the road moves west towards Watertown Square. Changes in topography, minimal direct 

(continued) 
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access onto the parkway fi-om the neighborhood, and woodland buffers separate the surrounding 
neighborhood fi-om the parkway and create a parklike corridor despite the narrow right of way. 

The roadway itself is four narrow lanes wide with no central median and is curvilinear in response to the 
alignment of the river, the topography, and the adjacent parkland. Curbing is vertical granite on the northem 
river side, intermittent curb of bituminous concrete on the southem side, and illumination is provided by 
cobra-head light fixtures on metal poles. From its eastem end at North Beacon St. west as far as Maple St. in 
Newton, SS-type barriers line the northem, river, side. There are only a few points of access, creating a 
perception that the road is related to the river more than the surrounding community. The westem terminus 
of Nonantum Road at Galen Street just south of Watertown Square is also the terminus of the contiguous 
parkway along the Charles River. As Nonantum Road rises toward Watertown Square, it is edged by the 
large Carhouse Yard of the MBTA (1900) before ending at the National Register-eligible Galen St. Bridge of 
1907. The Upper Basin ends a few hundred feet to the west at the Watertown Dam. 

Leo Birmingham Parkway (#7 on the data sheet) extends southwest fi^om the intersection of Soldiers Field 
Road and Arsenal Street and then tums west to intersect with North Beacon Street near the intersection of 
Soldiers Field Road and Nonantum Road. The parkway, four lanes wide, runs roughly parallel to the westem 
segment of Soldiers Field Road on a more southerly route. The first 1,000 feet of Birmingham Parkway 
follows the alignment of Market Street, a municipal roadway, which is bordered by late twentieth century 
commercial development. Roddy Hall, located along this portion of the roadway at 58 Birmingham 
Parkway, is a Victorian Eclectic, yellow brick-fronted mixed-use stmcture with a prominent stepped gable 
front, erected, as identified prominently on the fa9ade, in 1898. A very short segment at the northem end has 
a narrow, paved median, which then gives way to a wider turf median with remnant plantings of irregularly 
spaced deciduous trees; the median also has an SS-type barrier. 

In its second segment, which is about 1/2-mile long, Birmingham Parkway tums west at Felix Wjocis Square 
and has a more parkway-like character. It is bordered on the south by the Massachusetts Tumpike, with a 
buffer planting of mixed deciduous and evergreen trees that largely obscures the regional highway. At the 
eastem end of the section, there is a wide, turfed median with intermittent remnants of a pin oak planting. A 
boulder with bronze plaque honoring former State Senator Leo Birmingham (Leo Birmingham Monument, 
#8 on the data sheet), for whom the road is named, is located at the eastem end of the median and is 
considered a contributing feature of the parkway. On the north side of Birmingham Parkway, there are some 
areas of open parkland, including a popular bocce court, and some inholdings that are used for constmction 
staging. In this second section, the roadway itself is four lanes wide, widening along a portion of the 
westbound lane to provide roadside parking for the bocce court. . There are also some remnant maple 
plantings along the northem (westbound) edge of the road. 

On the north side of the Upper Basin, the parkway is less continuous. At the far northem end, at Eliot Bndge, 
it begins with Greenough Boulevard, which extends from Eliot Bridge west to Arsenal St., and then is 
discontiguous to North Beacon Sfreet. The northem segment of Greenough Boulevard postdates the 
nomination's period of significance and is thus excluded from the nomination. However, the southem 

(continued) 
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segment is included and is described below. A short segment (1,500 feet) of Arsenal Street (#9 on the data 
sheet) from Soldiers Field Road west to the northwestem terminus of the southem section of Greenough 
Boulevard, including the bridge (Arsenal Street Bridge, #10 on the data sheet) over the Charles River, is 
owned by the DCR and is considered a connecting link in the parkway system, although the remainder of 
Arsenal St. southwest into Watertown Square is municipally owned. Arsenal Sfreet in the DCR section is a 
four-lane roadway with narrow concrete median and sfraight alignment. The significance of this section is 
not in the design of the roadway, but in its importance as a cormecting link in the parkway system. Arsenal 
St. Bridge, a reinforced concrete arch stmcture, was erected in 1925. 

A short distance west of the Charles River, the parkway leaves Arsenal Sfreet and tums southwest onto 
Greenough Boulevard (#11 on the data sheet); this nominated portion, one mile long, is located entirely in 
Watertown (Middlesex County). This segment is bordered by Charles River parkland on the south and by the 
former Watertown Arsenal (NR 1999; now a mixed-use development) on the north. The section of the 
arsenal that abuts Greenough Boulevard is heavily wooded and rises to the north, creating clear separation 
between the arsenal and the roadway. For much of its length, the arsenal boundary is defined by a six-foot-
tall iron fence; elsewhere, cyclone fencing topped with barbed wire encloses the arsenal. On the south or 
park side, there is a wide pedestrian path, beyond which is the Charles River. This section of parkland is 
typically several hundred feet wide, with areas of woodland and open lawn. There are two small parking 
areas that each provide space for about ten cars (Greenough Boulevard photo #1). Along the westem part 
of this segment, the river edge is marked by a vertical granite river wall with iron railing, which provides the 
experience of a promenade and viewing area similar to that found downsfream in sections of the Lower 
Basin. The roadway itself is undivided, and consists of a single lane in each direction with vertical granite 
curbing. The overall effect is of a narrow, winding road along a wooded corridor lying adjacent to the river. 
Low fraffic volumes on this segment reinforce the tranquil character of the roadway. Greenough Boulevard 
is also a classic DCR border parkway. Greenough Boulevard ends at North Beacon St.; angled at this 
intersection, an entrance into Watertown Arsenal is marked by tall iron gates. 

The next segment of parkway is North Beacon Street (#12 on the data sheet), which lies primarily in 
Watertown (Middlesex County) with a brief section extending into the Brighton neighborhood of Boston 
(Suffolk County). Like Arsenal St., North Beacon Sfreet is a municipal roadway for most of its length, with 
only a short section owned by the DCR. The DCR section begins on the south side of the river at the oval 
and mitered intersection of Soldiers Field Road and Nonantimi Road, and proceeds northwest across the 
Charles River for about 2,000 feet until it reaches the intersection with Charles River Road, which extends to 
the west. The North Beacon Street Bridge (#13 on the data sheet) over the Charles River, erected early in 
the 20* century, is part of the DCR roadway and is included in this nomination. North Beacon Sfreet is 
bordered by a wooded section of the former Watertown Arsenal on the east, which here includes an imposing 
granite-block retaining wall, and by DCR parkland on the west, giving the area a parklike character. The 
roadway itself consists of one wide lane in each direction with an adjacent breakdown/bicycle lane. The road 
is curbed with sidewalks along both sides. 

(continued) 
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Extending west from North Beacon Street is Charles River Road (#14 on the data sheet), which mns along 
the northem edge of the river west to Watertown Square. It lies entirely within the town of Watertown 
(Middlesex County). DCR parkland abuts the road along the south side for its entire length. At the eastem 
end, the parkland is relatively wide and includes the Watertown Yacht Club. West of the yacht club, the 
parkland is narrower but does include open fields and playgrounds. For most of its mile-long length, Charles 
River Road is bordered on the north by small-scale mid-twentieth century residential development on 
compact lots. The Perkins School for the Blind, with its campuslike setting, is located just to the north of the 
road, with a 100-foot-long retaining wall made of large, mortared, uncut stone, which ranges from four feet to 
eight feet tall, abutting the roadway (Stone Retaining Wall, #15 on the data sheet). In some cases the 
houses front directly on Charles River Road while in others there is a grassy area adjacent to the roadway. 
Narrow, unpaved service roads provide access to several houses; these service roads are private ways and not 
considered DCR roads. Charles River Road terminates beside a small, municipal park at Watertown Square. 
The park is edged on the river side by a curved stone balusfrade overlooking the water and a wooden dock 
below; closer to the roadway, the park also has war monuments and memorials to several notable figures in 
Watertown's history. It provides an entrance to the parkway, but is not included within the boundaries of the 
present nomination. 

Charles River Road is narrow river parkway, only one lane in each direction with a bicycle lane in most 
segments. There is also an intermittent parking lane along the eastbound (south) side to provide access to 
adjacent park areas. There is no median. Both sides of the roadway are curbed with vertical granite and 
illuminated by cobra-head fixtures on metal poles. There are intermittent sidewalks on the north side of the 
road, typically of asphalt and four feet wide. Mature frees, regularly spaced, line the north side of the road. 

Upper Charles River - Watertown Dam to Hemlock Gorge 

The upper Charles River has diverse land uses along its banks, a pattem that continues from the nineteenth 
century. DCR holdings vary considerably along this section depending upon the adjacent holdings, and DCR 
parkways are intermittent rather than continuous. The three DCR roads along the upper Charles River are 
located along the more scenic and undeveloped portions of the river in Newton and Weston. The three roads 
are discontiguous; all are included as contributing elements within the present nomination. 

Norumbega Road (#16 on the data sheet), located in Weston (Middlesex County), extends from River 
Road on the north to the access road off Commonwealth Avenue (Route 30) beneath the complex Route 128 
exit ramp, a distance of slightly less than one mile. For the purposes of this nomination, the southem 
terminus is a line of convenience crossing just north of (and excluding) the miters at the base of the access 
road. Nommbega Road runs along the westem edge of the DCR parkland west of the Charles River, 
separating the park from the adjacent land uses; much of the area through which the road passes is mixed 
woodlands. As the road fravels south, however, it passes to its east a clearing within the DCR parkland, 
within which is located a mortared fieldstone tower about 50 feet tall (Norumbega Road photo #3). Built in 
1889, the Nommbega Tower commemorates supposed early Nordic exploration of the 

(continued) 
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area. The clearing also includes a picnic area with a stone fireplace and benches. The clearing is not 
including within the boundary of the nomination but provides setting for Nommbega Road. Running parallel 
to Nommbega Road less than 1/4 mile to the west lies busy Route 128. As the road reaches its terminus near 
Route 128, it is bounded on the west by scattered modest cottages set within the woodlands, followed by the 
large modem complex that comprises the Nommbega Park at Weston retirement home (Norumbega Road 
photo #1). A cobblestone retaining wall fronts a portion of the complex, which also includes several two-
and three-story brick and frame buildings, and parking lots. 

Nommbega Road is a narrow two-lane bituminous concrete-paved roadway that curves extensively in 
response to the varied topography of the area through which it passes(Norumbega Road photo #4). 
Nommbega Road is located close by the Upper Charles River, an area popular for water-based recreational 
use such as canoeing for more than 100 years, and filtered views of the river are visible south of the 
Nommbega Tower. SS-type guardrails edge steeper sections of the roadway, and there are cobra-head lights 
and intermittent curbing throughout the parkway's length, including, at the southem end, angled curbing of 
granite block. There are no paved sidewalks, although informal paths are wom through the park periodically 
(Norumbega Road photo #2). 

Recreation Road (#17 on the data sheet), also located in Weston (Middlesex County), is a roughly 1/2-
mile-long segment of roadway that extends from the Charles River on the east southwest to Park Road in 
Weston. Recreation Road is bordered on the north for its entire length by an embankment, forested with 
mature white pines, which is part of the adjacent MBTA commuter rail line. On its south. Recreation Road 
abuts a partially wooded buffer adjacent to the Leo J. Martin Golf Course, which is owned and operated by 
the DCR. Recreation Road is a classic DCR border road, defining the boundary between parkland and other 
uses. Like other DCR roads in the Upper Charles, it has been altered by the constmction of Route 128, which 
passes under Recreation Road at its eastem end; a 1961 bridge carries Recreation Road over the highway. 
Because the bridge itself is outside the period of significance and because the character of the end segment of 
Recreation Road is highly altered, it is excluded from the present nomination; instead, the roadway's 
northeastem terminus for the purpose of this nomination is the westem end of the bridge itself Recreation 
Road is a narrow, two-lane road with SS-tĵ Jc guardrail along its southem edge. The overhanging frees, lack 
of curbing, general narrowness of the road, and the presence of the golf course all contribute to its parklike 
character. 

Quinobequin Road (#18 on the data sheet) lies entirely in Newton (Middlesex County). It extends roughly 
a mile and a half along the eastem side of the Charles River, from Route 16 on the north to Route 9 on the 
south. For about one quarter mile at its northem end, the character and alignment of Quinobequin Road has 
been altered by the constmction of Route 128, a regional highway that passes over the DCR road and 
dominates its immediate surroundings; this portion has been excluded from this nomination and for the 
purposes of the present nomination, the northwestem boundary of Quinobequin Road lies at the eastem end 
of the Route 128 overpass (Quinobequin Road photo #1). For the rest of its length, Quinobequin Road 

(continued) 
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functions as a DCR border road and river parkway, with a narrow strip of informal parkland along the 
westem edge of the roadway and early to mid-20* century residential development along the eastem edge. 
Houses vary from modest one- to two-story wood-frame stmctures at the northem end to larger, more 
gracious homes in a variety of styles at the southem end. The overall character of the setting is that of a 
tranquil semi-mral area (Quinobequin Road photos #2-3). 

Quinobequin Road is a narrow, two-lane bituminous concrete-paved roadway, winding in response to the 
river edge, topography, and land ownership pattems. Its mral character is reinforced by the general lack of 
sidewalks and curbing, generally wooded character of the area, and use of wooden guardrails in areas where 
there is a steep drop-off Access into the adjacent parkland is by informal fracks that have been established 
over time. 

Archaeological Description 

The Charles River Reservation Parkways are located in an area where several ancient Native American 
sites have been identified including seventeen sites found in the general area (within one mile) and at least 
six sites, that may have originally extended into the right-of-way. In Newton, the Lemon Brook Site (19-
MD-537) and Site 19-MD-82 may have originally extended into the right-of-way for Nonantum Road. In 
Watertown, the Perkins School Site (19-MD-177), the Union Market Station Site (19-MD-372), the 
Powder Magazine Site, Arsenal Grounds (19-MD-373), and the Watertown Arsenal West Site (19-MD-
758 may have originally been located within or extended into the right-of-way for the North Beacon 
Street Parkway. Also in Watertown, the Watertown Arsenal East Site (19-MD-176) and the Watertown 
Arsenal Park Site (19-MD-332) may have originally been located within or extended into the Greenough 
Boulevard right-of-way. The latter site was determined eligible (NRDOE 1979) to the National Register 
of Historic Places. The eleven parkways included in this nomination are located along the northem and 
southem shore of the Charles River between the intersection of Greenough Boulevard and Mount Aubum 
Sfreet in Watertown and the Elliot Bridge in Cambridge. Environmental characteristics indicate a high 
potential for the presence of ancient Native American resources in many areas of the parkway. The right-
of-way intersects several well-drained, level to moderately sloping terraces, knolls, and other landforms 
within 1,000 feet of wetlands. The entire parkway lies within the Charles River drainage. 

In spite of the high potential for the presence of ancient Native American resources in the vicinity of the 
Charles River Reservation Parkways, and the possibility that several sites listed above (19-MD-82, 176, 
177, 332, 372, 373, 537, and 758) originally extended into the right-of-way, the potential for locating 
significant Native resources within the parkway boundaries established for this nomination is low. The 
Charles River Reservation Parkways includes paved fravel lanes, rotaries, bridges, traffic signals, planting 
sfrips, and sidewalks where they exist or a corridor that extends 10 feet from the current edge of the 
parkway where the above components are absent. The area within the boundaries described above has 
been impacted by numerous roadway construction and maintenance activities since the parkways were 
constmcted from 1895 to 1936. Grading and paving represent the major impacts within the parkway 
right-of-way. Constmction of the parkway components listed above and subsequent maintenance 

(continued) 
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episodes would have had an adverse effect on any ancient Native American resources that may have been 
located in the parkway right-of-way. Fragmented portions of archaeological sites including deeply buried 
artifact concenfrations and tmncated features may survive within the right-of-way; however, it is doubtful 
NR eligible sites survive. Known sites that existed within or extended into the parkway right-of-way 
have been essentially destroyed. 

The potential for locating significant historical archaeological sites within the parkway right-of-way is 
also low. Historic period settlement has been identified in the Boston, Cambridge, Newton, Watertown 
and Weston locale since the 17* century indicating the potential for locating historic archaeological sites 
from that period and later. North Beacon Sfreet also lies immediately outside the southem boundary of 
the Watertown Arsenal Historic Disfrict (NRDIS 1999). The proximity of the parkway to the district 
indicates a potential for the presence of residential, storage and weapons manufacturing related resources 
associated with the arsenal's 1816-1940s period of occupation. In general, however, detailed historical 
research is lacking for the for the parkway route making it difficult to predict the locations of specific 
sites. 

Given the same impacts associated with constmction of the parkways described for ancient Native 
American resources, the potential for recovering intact and significant historical archaeological resources 
is also low within the parkway right-of-way. Roadway constmction has also desfroyed potential 
historical archaeological resources within the parkway area. Tmncated features and/or deeply buried 
fragments of sites may survive but the overall integrity of these sites has been compromised. 

(end) 
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M i r i f l l f i s e x S n f f n l k M A 
County and State 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, , 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. , 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

C o m m u n i t y P lann ing and Deve lopmsnt 

Conserva t ion 

Engineering 

Enter ta inment /Recreat ion 

Landscape Arch i tec ture 

Transpor ta t ion 

Period of Significance 

189.5-1 q.'Sfi 

Significant Dates 

Parkways cnnst ructer i : 189.5-1 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Char les Eliot, O lms ted Brothers 

9. Major Rih i ingraphlnal Referftnr.e-«t 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

_ State Historic Preservation Office 
jLOther State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
n C R Arch ives 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Charles River Reservation, located in Boston, Newton, Watertown, and Weston, is significant as one 
of three large river reservations proposed in the Mefropolitan Park Commission (MPC) plan of 1893. The 
initial plan was prepared by Charles Eliot and Sylvester Baxter, with subsequent design work by the firms 
of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot, Olmsted Brothers, and Arthur Shurcliff, among others. The Charles River 
Reservation was the most urban of the MPC's reservations and the most sophisticated in its planning, 
design and engineering, particularly in the lower section of the river known as the Charles River Basin. 

The parkways that line the banks of the Charles River were established between the 1890s and 1964 and 
are among the best known and most heavily used roads of the metropolitan park system. Parkways are 
continuous along both sides of the Charles River Basin from the Charles River Dam to Watertown 
Square, and intermittent in the Upper Charles. Most of them combine elements of the river parkway and 
border road types of MDC roads, as well as serving as connecting parkways. The Charles River road 
system is unusual in that segments of existing municipal roads have been integrated into the parkway 
system in several sections of the basin to create a continuous parkway route. 

The period of significance for the Charles River Reservation road system is from 1895, when the 
reservation was established, through 1956. The portion of the Charles River Reservation between the 
Charles River Dam and Eliot Bridge (i.e. the Lower Basin) was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1978 and is not discussed in detail here. 

The Charles River Reservation Parkways possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association, and are excellent examples of the River Parkway and Border 
Parkway subtypes in the Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston, Parkways. The parkways meet 
National Register Criteria A and C in the significance areas of architecture, conservation, community 
planning and development, engineering, entertainment/recreation, landscape architecture, and 
fransportation at the state level and fulfill the Parkways Regisfration Requirements for the associated 
River Parkway and Border Parkway property subtype, under Section F of this Multiple Property 
Documentation Format nomination. 

Upper Basin - Eliot Bridge to Watertown Dam 

The first report of the Mefropolitan Park Commission in 1893 recommended acquisition of all of the Charles 
River Basin, as well as the freshwater river from Watertown to Dedham. A special appropriation was passed 
in 1894, and the first takings were made in the spring of 1895. In the 1890s, the section of the Charles 
River below the Watertown Dam was tidal and highly polluted and was perceived as a public nuisance. 
The initial MPC report envisioned the basin as a public park with a constant water level, but this goal was 
not achieved until the completion of the Charles River Dam in 1910. Nevertheless, even before the dam 
was built, the MPC began to create parks and roadways along the riverbanks. 

(continued) 
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One of the earliest roads in the Charles River Reservation was the Speedway in the Brighton section of 
Boston, completed in 1899. It was a 50-foot-wide free-lined loop roadway that provided an opportunity 
for carriages to move quickly without interference from other kinds of traffic. It was exactly one mile in 
length and was accompanied by a wide pedesfrian path and adjacent parkland. The Speedway underwent 
several variations in length and alignment before being converted to a river parkway that is now the 
portion of Soldiers Field Road that extends from Eliot Bridge to Arsenal Street. Another early road 
segment was Charles River Road west of North Beacon Sfreet in Watertown, which was begun in 1901 and 
completed in 1910. This was followed in 1906 by the portion of Greenough Boulevard extending behind 
the Watertown Arsenal. 

By 1910 the Charles River Dam was completed and the basin assumed a constant water level, allowing 
the reservation to take its present form and configuration. This provided the impetus for construction of 
additional roads along the shores of the Charles. One of these was Nonantum Road, begun in the 1910s 
and completed in 1931, which extended along the southem edge of the river from North Beacon Sfreet to 
Galen Sfreet near Watertown Square. 

While the MPC and its successor after 1919, the Metropolitan Disfrict Commission (MDC), acquired as 
much land as it could along the river banks, in some cases land was not available. Such was the case with 
the Brighton Abbatoir (slaughterhouse) located just west of Market Sfreet along the southem edge of the 
river. Since a river parkway was not feasible initially in that section, the MDC routed the parkway a short 
distance to the south of the river. This segment, completed in 1936, was known as Leo Birmingham 
Parkway, fronically it was only a few years later, in the 1940s, that the abbatoir closed and the MDC was 
able to acquire land along the river, allowing the extension of Soldiers Field Road from Arsenal Street to 
North Beacon Sfreet. 

The final section of MDC roadway to be completed along the Upper Basin was the section of Greenough 
Boulevard adjacent to Eliot Bridge. This segment had been proposed in early plans for the Metropolitan 
Parks Commission and filling had been done behind Cambridge Cemetery in the early twentieth century, 
but the road was not completed until 1966. As it postdates the period of significance, this portion of 
Greenough Boulevard is not included in the present nomination. 

Upper Charles - Watertown Dam to Hemlock Gorge 

The portion of the river above Watertown Square, referred to in this nomination as the Upper Charles, 
was more mral and less polluted in the late nineteenth century than the Charles River Basin with a mix of 
indusfrial, residential and mral areas abutting the river. From the beginning, the Mefropolitan Park 
Commission had planned continuous parkways along the heavily populated areas of the Basin, but the 
strategy in the Upper Charles was for intermittent roadways and paths only as land use pattems and 
topography permitted. The MPC Annual Report of 1898 described the approach: "In general, the takings 
have been made in such a form and in such relation to the topography that it will be possible, upon one 
bank or the other, to constmct a driveway and a riverside footpath when they shall be needed." 

(continued) 
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The primary land takings upsfream from Watertown took place in the late 1890s, with plans prepared in 
1898. These key land acquisitions were followed by a twenty-year period of river improvement and park 
constmction under the auspices of the MPC. During the early 20* century, the Upper Charles was used 
heavily for canoeing, boating, swimming, walking, and fishing. 

The roads in the Upper Charles, which include Nommbega Road (Weston), Quinobequin Road (Newton) 
and Recreation Road (Weston), were largely established in the early twentieth century and are 
discontinuous, occurring only at selected points along the riverfront. 

The first road built in the Upper Charles was Quinobequin Road in Newton on the east side of the river 
between State Route 16 on the north and State Route 9 on the south. It was constmcted in 1900 along a 
particularly scenic section of the Charles River just downsfream from Hemlock Gorge. It reflects Charles 
Eliot's concept of a border road along a river reservation, providing a scenic drive and demarcating clear 
separation of public and private land. 

The second road constmcted in the Upper Charles River Reservation was Recreation Road in Weston, which 
runs along the northem edge of the Leo J. Martin Memorial Golf Course, separating it from the adjacent 
railroad embankment to the north. Recreation Road dates to ca. 1930 when the golf course was constmcted. 
Its eastem end was modified by the constmction of State Route 128. 

Nommbega Road, the last of the three Upper Charles roads to be constmcted, is located entirely in the town 
of Weston. It was developed in the 1930s in support of the popular Nommbega and Riverside recreation 
areas north of State Route 30 between Newton and Weston. Its southem terminus was later modified by the 
constmction of State Route 128 and 1-90 (the Massachusetts Tumpike), which today obstmct a major 
segment of river frontage. 

(end) 
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10. Qftographlcal Data 

Middlesex Si j f fo lk M A 

County, State 

Acreage of Property ca . 65 acres 

UTM References See continuation sheet. 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation stieet) 

1. 3. 
Zone 

2. 
Zone 

Easting 

Easting 

Northing 

Norttiing 

Zone Easting 

4. 
Zone Easting 

See continuation stieet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

1 1 . F o r m Pf f tpar f t r i B y 

name/ t i t le V. A d a m s , T. O r w i g , E. Maass , S. Berg PAL with Betsy Fr iedberg, NR Director, M H C 

organizat ion Massachuse t t s Historical Commiss ion 

s t reet & number 220 Mor r i ssey Boulevard 

. date November 2005 

. telephone fit 7-727-8470 

city or town Boston . state MA . zip code_Q2125_ 

Adriit innal Dnni imentat lon 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or FPO for any additional items) 

Proper ty O w n e r 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

n a m e C o m m o n w e a l t h of Massachuse t ts . Division of Conservat ion Resources 

st reet & numbe r 251 C a u s e w a y Street . telephone fil7-7?7-5?fi4 

city or town Boston , s tate MA . zip code 02114 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instnjctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwort< Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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10. UTM References 

All references are located in Zone 19. 
Several contiguous parkway segments share beginning and/or end points, as reflected by the numbering of the 
UTMs below. 

Soldiers Field Road 

1. 324560 4693100 
2. 323200 4691980 
3. 322000 4691680 

Leo Birmingham Parkway 

2. 323200 4691980 
3. 322000 4691680 
4. 323060 4691620 

Arsenal Street 

2. 323000 4691980 

5. 322800 4692020 

Greenough Boulevard 

5. 322800 4692020 
6. 321900 4691760 
North Beacon Street 

3. 322000 4691680 

7. 321440 4692100 

Charles River Road 

7. 321440 4692100 
8. 320100 4692360 

Nonantum Road 

(east end, near Eliot Bridge, Boston) 
(Arsenal Bridge@ intersection of Westem Ave., Boston) 
(west end of Soldiers Field Rd.) 

(Arsenal Bridge intersection) 
(west end. Soldiers Field Rd. intersection, Boston) 
(Market St. intersection, Boston) 

(Arsenal Bridge intersection, Boston) 
(Greenough Blvd. intersection, Watertown) 

(Arsenal St. intersection. Watertown) 
(North Beacon St intersection. Watertown) 

(Soldiers Field Rd. intersection, Boston) 
(Charles River Rd. intersection, Watertown) 

(intersection with N. Beacon St. Watertown) 
(intersection with Arsenal, N. Beacon Sts., 

near Watertown Square) 

3. 322000 
9. 319960 

4691680 
4692300 

(intersection with Soldiers Field Rd.. Boston) 
{intersection with Galen St.. Watertown) 
(continued) 
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UTM References (continued) 

Quinobequin Road 

10. 
11. 

314620 
316460 

Norumbega Road 

12. 
13. 

313520 
312640 

Recreation Road 

14. 
15. 

313700 
313100 

4688100 
4687200 

4691300 
4690340 

4689620 
4689280 

(northern end .eastern end of Route 16 interchange) 
(southern end, intersection with MA Rte 9, Newton) 

(intersection with South St., Weston) 
(southern end, Charles River parking lot. Weston) 

(eastern end, near 1-95 intersection) 
(westem end. Park St., Weston) 

(continued) 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The National Register boundaries for the Charles River Reservation Parkways are drawn to encompass 
property historically and currently associated with the roadways. This includes the parkway corridor and 
adjacent planting strips and sidewalks, where they exist. Where sidewalks and planting strips do not exist, 
the nomination includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The 
specific termini for each parkway are as follows: 

Soldiers Field Road: The northeastem terminus for Soldiers Field Road corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn across the parkway from west to east from the southeastem comer of the Eliot Bridge 
in Boston. The westem terminus for the roadway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn along the 
northeastem edge of North Beacon Street in Boston. 

Nonatum Road: The northeastem terminus for Nonatum Road corresponds to a line of convenience drawn 
along the southwestem edge of North Beacon Street in Watertown. The northwestem terminus of 
Nonatum Road corresponds to a line of convenience drawn across the parkway along the eastem edge of 
Galen Street in Newton. 

Leo Birmingham Parkwav: Leo Birmingham Parkway is a crescent-shaped road that begins and ends at 
the Soldiers Field Road in Boston. The northeastem terminus for Leo Birmingham Parkway corresponds 
to a line of convenience drawn along the southem edge of Soldiers Field Road just north of Westem 
Avenue. The northwestem boundary of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn along the 
southem edge of Soldiers Field Road at the Oval. 

Arsenal Street: The eastem terminus of Arsenal Street corresponds to a line of convenience drawn along 
the westem edge of Soldiers Field Road in Watertown. The westem terminus for the parkway for the 
purpose of this nomination is a line of convenience drawn across the parkway at the westem comer of 
Greenough Boulevard where it intersects with Arsenal Street in Watertown. 

Greenough Boulevard: The northeastem terminus of Greenough Boulevard corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn along the southem edge of Arsenal Street in Watertown. The southwestem terminus 
of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn along the northeastem edge of North Beacon 
Street in Watertown. The section of Greenough Boulevard extending northeast from Arsenal St. 
postdates the period of significance for the present nomination and is therefore excluded. 

North Beacon Street: The southeastem boundary of North Beacon Street corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn across the parkway from the southem edge of Nonantum Road to the southem edge of 
Soldiers Field Road in Boston. The westem terminus for the parkway corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn across the parkway from north to south from the westem comer of Charles River 
Road where it intersects North Beacon Street in Watertown. 

(continued) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t Charles River Reservation Parkways 

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS 
_ , 10 „ 4 Boston/Newton/WatertownAVeston 

Section number Page (Middlesex/Suffolk), MA 

Charles River Road: Charles River Road is a crescent-shaped road that begins and ends at North Beacon 
Street in Watertown. The northeastem terminus of Charles River Road corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn along the edge of North Beacon Street where it intersects the parkway just to the east 
of Bay Sfreet. The northwestem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn 
along the southem edge of North Beacon St. just to the northeast of Watertown Square. 

Nommbega Road: The westem terminus of Nommbega Road corresponds to a line of convenience drawn 
along the eastem edge of River Road in Weston. The eastem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a 
line of convenience drawn across the parkway from north to south immediately west of the State Route 
128 exit ramp that feeds onto the parkway in Weston. 

Recreation Road: The northem terminus for Recreation Road corresponds to a line of convenience drawn 
across the parkway from west to east immediately south of the State Route 128 Overpass over the 
parkway in Weston. The southem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn 
across the parkway from the westem comer of Park Road where it meets the parkway in Weston. 

Quinobequin Road: The northwestem terminus for Quinobequin Road in Newton corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn across the parkway at the eastem end of the State Route 128 overpass; the ramps 
associated with the highway and with the State Route 16 interchange have been excluded. The 
southeastem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn across the parkway 
from north to south immediately west of the State Route 9 Bridge in Newton. 

(end) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Charles River Reservation Parkways 
Photographer: Emily Maass 
Date: July, 2002 

Location of negatives: PAL, Pawtucket, RI 

Charles River Road 

1. View looking SW along parkway from near its eastem terminus. 
2. View looking SE from near its westem terminus at N. Beacon Street. 
Greenough Boulevard 

1. View looking SW toward the North Beacon Sfreet Bridge over the Charles River from the NW side of 
Greenough Boulevard in Watertown. 

Norumbega Road 

1. View looking N along parkway near its southem terminus. Shows modem apartments on non-reservation 
side of the road. 

2. Looking E through wooden setting near mid-point of parkway. Filtered views open up to the Charles Rivere 
to the north, east, and south of the parkway in this area. 

3. View of Viking Monument in the setting of the parkway near its northwestem terminus. 
4. View looking SE along parkway from its northwestem terminus. 

Quinobequin Road 

1. View facing S of I-95/MA Route 128 bridge over Quinobequin Road at its southeastem terminus. 
2. View of parkway looking NW from same bridge, showing residences along non-reservation side of the road. 
3. Looking E along parkway near its mid-point, showing free canopy over road and residences along the non-

reservation side of the road. 

Soldiers Field Road 

1. Looking E along Soldiers Field Road along the median near Harvard Stadium. 
2. Looking W along parkway towards Telford Street pedesfrian bridge. 
3. View looking E near Arsenal Sfreet. 

(end) 



Charles River Parkways 
Boston, Ne\Arton, Watertown, Weston, Massachusetts 

District Data Sheet 
# Name Town Location Date Status Type Comments 

#1 Soldiers Field Road Boston 

Charles River Reservation: 
Connecting and River Parkway 
located in Boston between Eliot 
Bridge and North Beacon Street 

1899, 
extended 
in 1940 

C Structure 

#2 
Soldiers Field Road 
Planted Median 

Boston 
Located along Soldiers Field 
Road from the Eliot Bridge to 
North Beacon Street 

early 20th 
century 

C Site 

#3 
Telford Street Pedestrian 
Bridge 

Boston 
Crosses Soldiers Field Road at 
Telford Street 

1960s NC Structure 

#4 
Soldiers Field Road 
Underpass at Western 
Avenue 

Boston 
Carries Soldiers Field Road 
under Western Avenue 

ca.1954 C Structure 

#5 
Soldiers Field Road/North 
Beacon St. Oval 

Boston 
intersection of Soldiers Field 
Road and North Beacon St. 

ca. 1958 NC* Structure 
*NC due to age but should 
be re-evaluated at 50 years 

#6 Nonantum Road 
Boston, Newton and 
Watertown 

Charles River Reservation: 
Connecting Parkway located 
between North Beacon Street in 
Boston and Galen Street in 
Watertown 

1910-1931 C Structure 

#7 Leo Birmingham Parkway Boston 
Charles River Reservation: 
Connecting Parkway that begins 
and ends at Soldiers Field Road 

1936 C Structure 

#8 
Leo Birmingham Parkway 
Commemorative Marl<er 

Boston 
Located at the southeastern 
corner of Leo Birmingham 
Parkway and Western Avenue 

early 20th 
century 

C Object 

#9 Arsenal Street Watertown 

Charles River Reservation: 
Connecting Parkway located 
between Soldiers Field Road 
and Greenough Boulevard 

early 20th 
century 

C Structure 
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#10 Arsenal Street Bridge Watertown 
Carries Arsenal Street over the 
Charles River near Soldiers 
Field Road 

early 20th 
century 

C Structure 

#11 Greenough Boulevard Watertown 

Charles River Reservation: 
River Parkway located between 
Arsenal Street and North 
Beacon Street 

1906 C Structure 

#12 North Beacon Street Boston and Watertown 

Charles River Reservation: 
Connecting Parkway located 
between Soldiers Field Road/ 
Nonatum Road, Boston and 
Charles River Road, Watertown 

early 20th 
century 

C Structure 

#13 North Beacon Street Bridge Boston and Watertown 
Carries North Beacon Street 
over the Charles River near 
Greenough Boulevard 

early 20th 
century 

C Structure 

#14 Charles River Road Watertown 

Charles River Reservation: 
Connecting and River Parkway 
that begins and ends at North 
Beacon Street 

1901-1910 C Structure 

#15 
Charles River Road Stone 
Retaining Wall 

Watertown 
Located on the west side of the 
road near the Perkins School for 
the Blind 

early 20th 
century 

C Structure 

#16 Norumbega Road Weston 
Charles River Reservation:River 
Parkway located between River 
Road and Route 128 exit ramp 

Circa 
1930 

C Structure 

#17 Recreation Road Weston 

Charles River Reservation: 
Border Parkway located 
between Park Road and Route 
128 Overpass 

Circa 
1930 

C Structure 

#18 Quinobeguin Road Newton 

Charles River Reservation: 
River and Border Parkway 
located between State Route 9 
and State Route 16. 

1900 C Structure 
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Ihe Commonwealth of Massachusc cts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commons caltl 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

November 30, 2005 

Dr. John Roberts 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW, S"' floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Dr. Roberts: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

RECEIVED 2110 

DtC - T m 

Charles River Reservation Parkways, Boston, Newton, Watertown, Weston 
(Norfolk, Suffolk), MA 

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS 

The nomination was voted eligible by the State Review Board and been signed by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review 
Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to 
comment. The owners of the property in the Certified Local Government communities of Boston 
and Newton were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 days before the 
meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

We request expedited review of this nomination. 

Sincerely, -

Betsy Friedberg (/ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.scc.scate.ma.us/mhc 


