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1. Name

hisoric Gillon Block

and/or common Ring and Wedc:h Building
2. Location

dreet & number 189 Main Street- j**~not for publication
city,town  MLIf ord vicinity of WM
state  JMassachusetts code county Vwvorcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied y commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name 139 | MinStreet Realty Trust

dreet & number 46 Main Street

city,tomn Mlford -M/Avicinity of state M assachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigtry of deeds etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

sreet & number 2 Main Street

city, town Worcester sae Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of tte . o
titte COTimonwedth. # 224 has this property been determined eligible? yes V no

dae 1981 .federal X state county . locd
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Ccmnission

city, tonn  Boston date Massachusetts



7. Pescription

MiTfn-rrl Hilinn RInrTc

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
—X_good ruins altered moved date

— N lair unexposed

Describe the present and original {il known) physical appearance

The Gillon Block, a four story, flat roofed, red brick ccrmercial block, is situated

in the center of the downtown business district of MIford. The building fronts 96
feet on Main Street, extends 105 feet back, andrises 78 feet. |t covers nearlyall

of the 1000 X 111' parcel onwhich i t stands. A 12 feet wide interior court extends

to the rear and gives the second, third, andfourth floors a U shaped |ayout (see

encl osed floor plans). The building's heavy timber fram ng nenbers ar e augment ed by
iron colums in the first floor stores. |tis Miin Street's nost outstanding |ate nine-
teenth century comercial block.

The Main Street facade i s eclectic in style but coipletely syiretrical in form being
divided into seven bays by brick piers. A central pavilion gives the suggestion of a
tower, as i tprojects twofeet towards the stireet andis topped by a curved nansard
roof. The mansard features a semcircular pedinented dorner on each side and an onion
shaped done at the top. Flanking the central frontispiece aretwo secondary pavilions,
each of which is franed by brick piers which rise above the com ce. line t o enclose a

brick pedii(ent.(photograph 1)

The ornanmentation of the Gillon Block i s hectic. Rectangular, 2 over 2w ndows occur
singly andin pairs, articulated by granite sills andlintels. (The only arched wi n-
dow occurs on the second floor of the frontispiece.) Spandrel panels arefilled with
brick corbelling, terra cotta omanment, and brownstone carvings. Terra cotta panels

are also errployed within the facade pediments and piers. An elaborate corbelled com ce
encircles the building. Unfortunately, all of the block's first floor storefronts have
been renodelled in the twentieth century.

The Gillon Block's main entrance, at the base of the central pavilion, is enclosed by
alternating bl ocks of Longne“adow brown stone and M| ford white granite. An Islamc arch,
carved i n brownstone, springs fron two engaged Romanesque col umms of polished Ml ford pink
granite with brownstone capitals. The floor of the recessed entry is a checkerboard of
pink andwhite M |ford granite, and a stained glass fanlight surnounts the double doors
inside. The facade of the frontispiece is capped by a brownstone sinmburst emanating
fromrectangular granite panels onwhich "1888" and "P. QLLON' areset in raised, pol-
ished letters.

The side and rear elevations of the Gillon Block contain plain brick walls pierced by
rectangul ar wi ndows of varying sizes, all articulated by granite sills andlintels. The
taller windows at the rear of the side elevations arecontained within large recessed
panels with brick corbelling.

Significant interior spaces include two40 X 600 X 19 neeting halls onthe third floor
(photo #s 3 and % ). The halls' original woodwork renmains, as does nost of the decorative
stencilling onwalls andceilings. A nunber of anteroons adjoin these halls. Two "banquet
hal | s" occupy the fourth floor, 23 offices Iine a U shaped corridor on the second floor
(photo # 2), andthree stores and a barroon occupy the first floor. Period wainscoting,
mol di ng, doors, transoms, and pressed brass doorknobs ar efound throughout the building



8P Significance  gjon Block, Hilford

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 A  architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering X music humanitarian
JL- 1800-1899 JL commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications . industry politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1888 Builder/Architect Rinaldo V. Carey

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Gillon Block retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting, andl o-
cation. The buildingis closely linkedto MIford' s late 19th century devel opment and
is MIlford s most outstanding excellent exanple of eclectic, late Victorian cornercial
architecture; it meets criteria A and Cof the National Register.

"He Gi | | on Bl ock was designed by Rinaldo V. Capey, a local architect vOseself-_ |
pjroclaimed Specialty was public buildings. This is Carey's only knownbuil ding,
however. The Gxllion Block's varietyof rnofis, materials, textures, and colors

exude a plyfulness and exuberance typical of the late. Victorian period, although

the idiosyncrasy of this design is highly distinctive. The largely intact interior e
spaces area rare survivor of t#ie period.

In the 19th amd early 20th centuries, MIford s econony rested on shoe manufacttiring and
granite quarring. Mlfordgranite was preferred by nany an architect —MKm Mad &
Wiite anong ot her s— and was shipped to all comers of the US andeven t oEurope. The
Gillon Block isthe [argest of a nunber of iitposing cormercial buildings erected dur-

ing the hei'ght. of MIford' s prosperity. These late Victorian, red brick structures contin-
ue t odoninate Main Street andt odefine its character.

Patrick Gillon, for whomthe building \tas errected, nade his fortune in the |iquor business
A nunber of surviving bottles marked "Gi|lon" suggest that he was a bottle manufacturer as
wel I.  The lower floors of tl-ie Gillon Bl ock have housed a-great nmany comercial interests.
These include insurance, legal, nedical, anddental offices, musicians" studios, a tailor,
bank, barbershop, union hall, municipal offices, and a nunber of restauraiits and stores.

The building's twolarge third floor meeting halls were originally known as Terrperance Biall
and Red Men's Hall. Tlie Red ?fen, along with other Gillontenants such as the Eagles and
the Order of the Eastem Star, areanong the nore than 20 fratemal organizations which
once thrivedinMIlford. Due t othe town's geographic isolation, the social roleof

t hese organizations took on added inportance inthe [ife of the connunity.

Tenperance and Red Nen's HalI's were converted during the 1920s t o dance halls, andre-
naned the Rai nbow Roan and the Bl ue Roon. The Bl ue Rcon eventual ly becane a regul ar

stop onthe jazz andbig band circuit, andreputedly drewthe |ikes of DukeEllington,
Stan Kenton, and Gene Krupa. As a popul ar rehearsal facility during the 1930s and 40s,
the Gillon Block gained reknown i n music circles throughout sout hem New England as "t he
Jazz Building." Mlforditself produced a disproportionate share of tal ented nosicians,
and sane went sofar astocall the town "Little Chicago."

The Gillon Block presently houses a nunber of first floor stories andoffices on the
upper floor.



9. Major Bibliographical References

M lford Historical Conmssion, History of Milford (Mlford: Charles Kraft Press, 1980

M lford Journal (January 18, 1888) , Milford Directories (1880-1920)

Interviews with Mlford residents Edwin P. Lilley, Jr., Marilyn Lovell, Ziggy Mnichiello,
W lliamRing, and Dnght Watson (3/17/82 )

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Milford”jyiA Quadrangle scale 1:25, 000

UMT References

11191 12]9il16i8iQl 14i616i812i4i0 ° JL
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing -
cud IIh.1..1T«11TT1I1 ""\LJ LU.
E JL 1-U Fe
G H L 3L

Verbal boundary description and justification n*e 96' X 106" Gillon Block nearly, covers the entire
11,000 sg. ft. on which it stands, indicated in Assessor's records as |lot # 566 on page 48.
Beginning at the NE comer of the prpnises at a drillhole in the westerly line of Main St.,
the boundary runs NV 111' to a spike, thence S. 28 degrees 32' W. 97 feet to land (cont't)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Veéndy Frontiero, PresevationPlanner, with Thcsnas J. Morgan, Consultant

name/title

organization Massachusetts Historical Connission date July 6, 1982
dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470.
city or town Boston date Massachusetts .

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state " local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signgture \((X\\\x” | X QANIKAA

e Eyecutive  Director. Massachnspi-f-c;  Hi Q-hor-ir™l rrdmmi <=<=ir.r.

For NPS use only
A

hereby certify that this propejly is included in the National Register
Entered I n tha

Mational Begl st et 1
r of the National Register I

Attest:
Chief of Registration
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formerly of Newcorabe, thence Easterly 107" along land formerly of Newconbe t o Main
Street, thence NE 100" along thewesternly line of Main St:reet t othepoint of

beginning. The ncmination i sconfined t othepresent |ot andthebuilding i snot part
of a proposed historic district.
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504

































COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
02108 MIiCHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
M 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Septenber 14, 1982

M. Card Shi*l. -Thief

Nati onal Register of Historic P aces
National Park Service
Departrment of thelnterior

Vashington, DC 20243

Dear V8, Shull:

Encl osed you will find thefollo*ving nom nation forns:
Attl eboro; Herbert A Sadler House (local)
Bost on: 10 Liberty Sguare Building (local)
Bost on: Wggl esworth Buil di ng? (local)
Fal mout h: Vdod s Hol e School  (Tocal)
-Mlford: Dillon Block (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Presen'"ation Officer. Qwners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before the neeting
and were affordedtheopportunitytocomment. Conments received todate
are attached t othenomination forns.

Sincerely,

CGandace Jenkiiis
Regi stration/Director

G/ sac ¢’

encl osure



